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PART ONE (I): INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT AND COMMITMENT TO CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT
PART ONE (I): SECTION 1 – IDENTITY & SELF ASSESSMENT
I.1.1 History and Mission
King Faisal University was established in 1975/1395 H (by His Majesty King Khalid Bin Abdul Aziz, Royal
Decree No. H/67, dated August 1975, Council of Ministers Ordinance No. 1964/20/11/13945). The
university was named and officially inaugurated by the King on May 24, 1977, nearly two and one-half
years after the starting date. The Dammam campus initially comprised of two colleges, College of
Medicine, and College of Architecture and Planning, as well as three centers (English Language,
Computer, and Publication and Translation). The main campus of King Faisal University was established
in Al-Hassa. As the university grew, other colleges were established: College of Applied Medical
Sciences in 1995, College of Dentistry in 2001, College of Applied Studies and Community Services and
College of Nursing in 2003. Satellite campuses (including new facilities currently under construction)
were also established in Qatif, Jubail, and Khafji.
The college was set up with an initial complement of teaching staff from King Saud University, and its
graduates were inducted as teaching assistants and sent mostly to the U.S. for graduate studies. They
formed the seeds of future teaching staff and are presently senior faculties of this college. The College of
Architecture and Planning, however, represented a marked departure for the usual academic model in
Saudi Arabia and the Arab world. As is still prevalent, architecture is viewed as a corollary to civil
engineering and is usually a minor department within the college of Engineering. In such cases, the
curriculum is strongly biased towards civil construction and structure and popularly labeled as
'Architectural Engineering'. The College of Architecture and Planning at the University of Dammam is
perhaps the first (and to this date, the only) example of a program with completely autonomous
governance, authority to define a distinct profession and its curriculum. Also of note, in legal and
governmental nomenclature in Saudi Arabia, graduates of architecture are listed as a part of the
engineering profession. Though the profession is recognized separate from engineering, it is
represented in the Ministry of Works as a part of the Engineering Committee.
From its inception, the college ideologically marked a different territory for itself. In 1980, it organized a
seminal and now historic symposium on Islamic architecture and urbanism, inviting a large number of
eminent scholars from all over the world. This was perhaps the first such gathering of architects,
scholars on cultural and physical expression of Islamic urbanism (Islamic Architecture and Urbanism,
symposium organized by the College of Architecture and Planning, 1980. King Faisal University,
Dammam. Germen, Aydin (Ed.) King Faisal University Press. 1983. http://krex.kstate.edu/dspace/handle/2097/1326?show=full . In continuation, as recent as April, 2012 the
department invited the office of much-acclaimed Henning Larsen (Denmark), winner of Aga Khan Award
for Architecture for a presentation and workshop on 'Rediscovering Traditional Arab Architecture in
the Modern Context'.
The college sought and hired eminent international scholars, such as Prof. Dogan Kuban, (the eminent
Turkish academic and specialist in historical conservation) and Prof. Besim Hakim (author and scholar
http://geoplan.asu.edu/colloquium08_hakim . During the same period, a climatic-study laboratory, the
'Solar House,' was built for real-time study of climate, solar-radiation, and passive devices for microclimatic modification, etc. Climatic data and micro-climatic data was continually recorded and evaluated
against the building form and served as laboratory for climatic research and publication.
1
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In the early years, (1980-1995) the college had a large international faculty, mostly from the English
speaking countries (the U.S., U.K. and the Indian subcontinent). Over time, the program has been able to
reinforce the presence of local and regional faculty members, as Saudi graduates have returned with
higher academic degrees. Another feature, a departure from the other universities, the medium of
instruction was bi-lingual with special stress on English proficiency among students. Design studios and
juries presentations were in English, and students were encouraged to participate in conversational
English.
The first batch of students graduated from this college in 1980, and by 2008 the total number of Saudi
graduates (Bachelor’s degree) was 1103 (918 male and 185 female, ref. Taisan report). Apart from that,
153 graduates were foreign students, as this was then among the few colleges of architecture in the gulf
region.
In 1985, the college acquired the services of Prof. Wayne Drummond as a program consultant, then at
Rice University ( http://architecture.unl.edu/people/bios/drummond_wayne.shtml ) to reorganize the
program on a modern footing. The growth of the college, increasing enrollment, new departments,
length of the program, and affecting other factors over time, imposed changes to the original program
within the basic rationale of the original curricular framework.
During 1975-1985 issue to be addressed by the college was the program load, with the university
requirement of English (8 credit hours.) and Islamic studies (8 credit hours a total credit hour load of
188, students requiring at least 5.5 years for graduation. The students, after 3 years on a common track,
could choose Architecture, Landscape, Building Technology or Urban and Regional Planning and
complete 32 credit hours (4 design courses and 4 electives) in their respective discipline for the Bachelor
degree. In 1985-1991, the college council had to address the university demand for a strictly 5-year
program. In line with this, the university requirement was reduced to 15 credit hours and the college
program load limited to 147 credit hours. The program was set to 5 years, reorganized on a common
Preparatory Year and 4 years of studies on specific track to obtain a Bachelor's degree (total 165 credit
hours) in the following disciplines; Architecture, Landscape Architecture, Urban and Regional Planning,
Building Technology or Interior Design (Female). After more than 15 years of application and practice of
1991-2008 plan (1+4 years, 165 cr. hr.) a need for further review arose and a committee (Chaired by
Prof. Abdul Baqui Al-Taisan) was formed to evaluate the performance and propose alternatives.
To rationalize physical and academic resources, the current format of the program was proposed. The
committee (Chair Prof. Taisan, 'STAGE I, Proposed Bachelor Degree Program for the College of
Architecture and Planning', May 21, 2008) deliberated on the reorganization and proposed a
preparatory and an interdisciplinary year and a framework for the Bachelor's program as follows;

1.
2.
3.
Total

Preparatory Year
Interdisciplinary Year
Disciplines of Departments

31 cr. hr.
34 cr. hr.
100 cr. hr.
165 cr. hr.

19%
21%
60%
100%

The First Year (semester I & II) termed 'Preparatory Program' and shared by College of Architecture and
Planning, College of Engineering and College of Design. This year stresses the university requirements
of English proficiency, Ethics and Humanities and 2 Design Studios emphasizing visual communication
2
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and graphical presentation. The studio instructors and the design content are supervised exclusively by
the department of Architecture.
The Second Year (semester III & IV) designated as 'Joint Program' is shared by the 4 departments of the
college, Architecture, Urban & Regional Planning, Landscape, Building Technology and Interior Design,
respectively. The two Design studios are under the direct supervision of the Department of Architecture,
with supporting faculties from the sister departments. The proposals were adopted and soon after, the
STAGE II curriculum revision for the 3 years specialized study plan for each department commenced.
The 3-Year Architecture Program (semesters V to X) supervised by the department, with a (cumulative)
170 credit-hour program leading to a Bachelor in Architecture degree (B. Arch.). Similarly, all other
departments have a 3-year programs leading to their respective Bachelor's degrees. The Department of
Architecture concluded the revision in 2010. The deliberations for these are described in section I.1.5
Self-Assessment Procedures (see appendix for detail program format).
The curriculum is designed to give students a solid background in the humanities to complement the
required studios and coursework in professional studies. This is accomplished with the courses in
general studies in the first year preparatory program and, subsequently, with courses in the humanities,
including electives, throughout the balance of the program. There are theory courses, e.g. Housing,
Urban Design, History & theory, etc. that will prepare the students for graduate program or mature
professionally in specialized fields in architecture.
The Department of Architecture, after completing internal revision, proposed a peer review by eminent
international academics. To accommodate their learned opinions and bring the curriculum in line with
NAAB (National Architectural Accreditation Board) requirements, the total credit hour was finally
increased to 175, as it stands now. (Discussed in PART TWO: Educational Outcomes and Curriculum)
For efficiency and better management, Royal Decree No. A/18/1. Dated 15/9/1430H (2010)
split King Faisal University into two independent universities. Today, the University of Dammam covers
six cities: Dammam, Jubail, Khafji, Khobar, Nairiya and Qatif. The University opened its doors to women
and men in 1975 with two pioneering colleges, the College of Medicine and the College of
Architecture. Four decades later this academic institution has grown into a leading research university
with 21 colleges spread throughout the Eastern Province and a student population of over 45,000,
http://www.uod.edu.sa/en/about-us . On 2/6/1435H (2/4/2014G) a Royal Decree separated four
branches from OD (Qaryah Olyah, Noayriah, Khafji and Hafral Batin) to form a new university (Northern
Territory University. Presently UD has 21 colleges, 165 specialization, 28698 students, 1644 faculty
members and 4735 staffs.
https://issuu.com/universityofdammam/docs/the_university_of_dammam__at_a_gla?e=14885385/122
85085
The University Council assumes responsibilities for the operation of the scientific, administrative and
financial affairs, and, application of General Policies of Universities in accordance with its Rules & ByLaws. Its functions and duties are as detailed in the regulations. The first session of the University
Council was held on 10/1/1431H (27/12/2009). The Council consists of the Minister of Higher Education,
who serves as chair and the University President (Rector) as Vice Chairman. Members include the
General Secretary of the Higher Education Council, the Vice Presidents of the university, the Deans of
the colleges and supporting deanships. A new campus, adjacent to the old campus is being built,
complete with academic and administrative buildings, student recreational and residential facilities,
residential accommodation for teaching and administrative staff. King Fahd Teaching Hospital of the
3
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university is being relocated within the existing campus in a modern, purpose-built facility. Most of the
universities and seats of higher learning are an integral part of the national policy, fully funded from the
yearly budgetary outlays and is overseen by the Ministry of Higher Education. The president of the
university (Rector) has the status of deputy minister.
Mission
The academic mooring for the program has been to view architecture as a cultural-specific artifact, with
appreciation of the rich historic architectural patrimony of the nation and the region, the importance of
cultural values in shaping traditional architecture and, more importantly, in defining the architecture
(and urban form) of the future. The curriculum had a stream of 'History, Theory, Criticism' courses
intellectually supporting the design studios as against a set 'History of Architecture' courses. Through a
complement of theory courses and design studios, students were encouraged to look back, re-evaluate
the traditional house-form (and urban form) and learn specific lessons on privacy and culture, climate
and build form, density and spatial arrangements. This curriculum recognizes that, as architects, they
must be competent to address contemporary social and technical issues, and relevant to current and
future trends and demands.
The college was the first to enroll female students in a separate all-female department of Interior
Design. Previously, college-level female education had been confined to the social sciences, medicine
and healthcare services. The establishment of this department, accomplished in spite of formidable
social constraints and through a difficult gestation period, is now a vibrant 'College of Design' with
departments of Interior Architecture and Product Design.
Vision
This new dispensation also imposed some mandates on the College of Architecture and Planning that
required reorganizing the curricular program and a new vision of a 'sustainable future'. This national
mandate for a energy surplus nation required reorienting the physical development on a 'sustainable'
and eco-friendly track and to tackle issues of consumption and waste.
To mark the renewed focus on 'sustainability' and 'sustainable development', the college organized
'Architecture Day 2010' themed on 'Sustainable Development’, bringing together national and
international speakers (incl. Prof. James Steele, University of southern California,
http://arch.usc.edu/faculty/steele ). As a follow-up, courses and teaching materials pertaining to
'sustainability' were introduced in theory courses (Contemporary Issues in Architecture) and in design
exercises. In September, 2012 the sister college 'College of Design' in cooperation with college of
Architecture and Planning, organized a grand and widely participated international symposium on
'Sustainability through Bio-mimicry". The 'Architecture Day 2014' focused on the role of architects in
Healthcare Design and the obligation for Architecture Programs in the Kingdom to address the scarcity
of design professions in this specialized field.
The college and its faculties are involved intimately with most initiatives in the university. Aside from the
administrative responsibilities, the college is a major contributor in organizing roving exhibitions on
Historical Preservation and Area Conservation. The 'Center for Urban Studies and Consultancy' is chaired
by Professor Hani Al-Qahtani and other faculties of the department entrusted with preparing building
programs and evaluating design proposals for all constructions in the campus. Responding to high
incidence of traffic mortality among the youth, the college in cooperation with other organization has
been organizing seminars and workshops on traffic management and safety for past few years. Also it is
a co-sponsor with ARAMCO an annual ‘Traffic Safety Week’. https://www.uod.edu.sa/en/events/thethird-forum-of-traffic-safety . The Events and New section of the university website highlights major
4
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events patronized by the Rector and different colleges. https://www.uod.edu.sa/en/news . For the first
time this year, UD is part sponsor of Dammam-Khobar Walkathon (annual event in November). The
event highlights pedestrian safety and lack of walk-able quality in our urban areas.

I.1.2 Learning Culture & Social Equity
Learning Culture
The learning culture in the Department of Architecture, University of Dammam is based on a number of policies
that take into account the expectations of the students, faculty and staff as regards to an education that is
geared to train competent professionals who will make valuable contribution to the development of the built
environment in the kingdom. These policies are based on:
1. A Unique Academic Background
Students who are admitted to the College come from an academic background where creativity is
seldom nurtured through exercises in arts and crafts. High school graduates come to this college with
very little idea of the visual arts such as drawing, painting or sculpture. So, it is the task of the College to
create a curriculum and learning culture where these young people are prepared to take a ‘quantum
leap’ from nothingness to a world filled with creative tasks in both 2D & 3D media. The pre-college
experiences of the students have resulted in an academic culture here that is based by the very
traditional relationship between teachers and students. Teachers are held in very high esteem by the
students—so much so that they hesitate to enter into a debate even if they feel that they have a valid
point to make. In architecture the views on design can be very diverse and these varied views are often
resolved through debate and discourse. However, students here hesitate to enter into a debate and
humbly accept the instructors' or the jurors’ views a. The department realizes this and advises teachers
to encourage students to open up and interact with the faculty on different issues relating to their
academic pursuit in this college. The students' advisor system has been reintroduced to enable the
faculty to monitor students' progress and to encourage students to speak about whatever problems that
they may face during their tenure here.
a

A survey done by Dr. Bahzd Sidawi (architecture faculty) for a paper prepared for this
conference revealed the high dependency of students on instructors. (Bhzad Sidawi, Hindrances
to innovation in design studio, DRS 2012 Bangkok Chulalongkorn University Bangkok, Thailand,
1–4 July 2012) http://www.designresearchsociety.org/joomla/proceedings.html

2. Learning through Collaboration
The environment in the studio attempts to encourage students to develop design skills through both
individual and team effort. They are motivated towards creating an atmosphere of time to time
interaction and cooperation within and outside the studios. Students at all levels work in groups to do
the preliminary studies that lay the foundation for the design tasks ahead. This policy is carried even
further in the fourth year design studio where students work in larger groups (6 to 8 students) during
the site and case studies stage and then work on the design issues in smaller groups (2 to 3 students).
Students from other disciplines are always welcome to the architecture studios to discuss issues related
to architectural design. This policy is directed towards training architects to face the professional world
with an attitude of collaboration, where the successful outcome of any project depends on the clear
understanding of other disciplines and how these can benefit architectural design.
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In order to take this culture of collaboration beyond the college walls our students & instructors
participate in design workshops in neighboring countries where they can interact with students and
faculty from a different environment.
Our students and instructors have participated in workshops in Bahrain (November 2012), the UAE
(December 2011) and most recently (March 2013) in Athens, Greece. They have been very successful in
their participation as they have won awards in each of these events. The College has a long standing
convention, each department, in rotation observes a 3-day event annually to celebrate the profession.
The event is funded by private sector corporate bodies bringing together the students, alumni, the
product manufacturers and experts. ‘Architecture Day’ for the past 3 cycles had a theme around which
lectures, presentation, exhibition, culminating in a Design Studio workshop with the participation of
invited experts and professions. This is discussed in detail in ‘I.1.3 Response to the Five Perspectives’ of
this document.
3. Work Environment
The studio is considered a place of work, and instructors and students conduct themselves in such a way
that it reflects the environment of an architectural office. Coming to the studio in time; concentrating
on the work that needs to be done in the studio; limiting the conversation between students to topics
related to design related work and technical issues; maintaining an organized and clean physical
environment; maintaining studio hours as per semester schedule; and jury participation are some of the
values that are promoted. Disturbance caused by music and loud cell phone ringing is discouraged.
Although students are not barred from bringing hot and cold drinks to the studio, students are strictly
monitored so that they do not leave paper cups, plastic or glass bottles lying around. It is the
responsibility of the students to keep the studio clean and thus a place of learning of which they can be
rightfully proud.
4. Time Management
Since the training of architects involves other courses besides studio work it is important that students
manage to balance their time between these. Design instructors help students to give relative
importance to all courses so that they graduate with an all-around holistic education. In order to balance
time for assignments for all courses including design, design instructors and course instructors keep
track of what is happening on the other side. Time management is closely linked to the way the
semester schedule is prepared.
5. Prescribed Semester Schedule
The semester schedule for all courses clearly spells out the details that include topics to be covered,
assignments to be completed, exams and juries etc. Instructors make every effort to stick to the
schedule without major variation. These help students to plan their course of study with relative ease.
Since the bulk of the students' time is spent in the studio, design studio schedules include details of
reviews, juries, lectures, meetings and grade distribution besides the general program of the design
projects at each level. Studio schedules are explained to the students at the beginning of the semester
to familiarize students with the general strategy of the studio tasks.
Design briefs initially mention only the nature of the project. Students do case studies, visit similar
projects and develop architectural programs based on these studies. Instructors of respective design
studios then assist the students to develop final program/programs for their projects. Students are
made aware of the goals and expectations of the design projects so that they can plan and submit a
well-organized presentation.
6
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6. Studio Management & Reviews
Every studio has between three to four instructors, one of whom is nominated by the chairman as the
studio coordinator. The coordinator is responsible for preparing the studio brief, keep the students
attendance, organize the overall functioning of the studio, post grades arrange reviews and juries.
Usually the students are divided into groups of 8 to 10 under one instructor who is to act as the mentor
and monitor the group’s progress. The mentor monitors his group using the ‘desk crit’ where he discuss
student’s/students’ work at the desk either using hard copies and tracing sheets or directly on the
laptops of the students. These sessions are not graded but the instructor giving the desk crit records the
progress of the student. The other method is the internal reviews where the studio instructors together
review works posted on the wall or presented using digital media. These are scheduled almost every
other week to enable students to rectify and modify their design decisions before it is too late.
Requirements for these reviews are clearly spelled out so that students know what the minimums that
need to be presented. Students are encouraged to participate in these reviews so that they can learn
from each other through this process. These are basically internal reviews, and they are graded.
Grades received during these reviews are posted on a regular basis so that students are aware of their
status at all times and take the opportunity to improve. As a matter of fact the bulk of the grades for the
whole semester (70%) is based on the internal reviews.
Mid-term juries are attended by studio instructors and instructors from other design studios. The Final
Jury comprises instructors from other levels only and externals—practitioners from the community.
However, the studio coordinator is in attendance during these juries to help clarify issues that might
arise during these sessions. Very clear jury briefs are prepared by the studio coordinator for these
reviews to familiarize the outside jury members on the nature of the projects, expectations and the
minimum presentation requirements. The final jury is always organized centrally by the college for all
departments and usually takes place at the same time. This permits jury members from other
departments to participate in architecture juries. Jury grades are based on a consensus decision.
7.

Work Ethics
The university encourages values of academic integrity and honesty. Thus, it has in its bylaws rules of
conduct that strictly discourages cheating in any form. Although the rules refer mostly to normal
examination hall procedures, the college has developed its policies as regards to rules of conduct for
design tasks on the basis of these general by laws. Studio instructors are instructed to continually
monitor students’ work to ensure that they do not post last minute surprises. The college has put in
place a system whereby any student suspected of copying a design or an assignment or a report, or
getting someone to do the presentation drawings is reported to the Vice Dean Academic Affairs. The
Vice Dean immediately constitutes a committee which investigates the matter and reports back to him.
If the suspicions are proved to be true the student is sanctioned as per rules of the university.
If jurors or studio instructors suspect that a student has cheated, the matter is brought to the attention
of the studio coordinator who then sets in motion the disciplinary procedures. There have been a few
such incidents where students have been put to test and penalized accordingly. Most of these cases
were related to work done by highly competent professionals but claimed to have been done by the
students suspected of the violation.
In the case of regular examinations a specific template titled “Cheating Case Report” is circulated to
investigators by the college administration to report any malpractices during an examination
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8. Physical Environment
Instructors and students maintain a healthy work environment. The college authorities who are
responsible for the maintenance of the overall environment of the premises are notified immediately if
any incident or accident results in a situation where it becomes difficult for both faculty and students to
perform properly. Every studio chooses among their classmates two class monitors who attend to the
welfare of the physical environment, assist in the planning of field trips, posting drawings for reviews
and juries and collect and collate the semester's work at different stages in soft copies which are then
handed over to the studio coordinator and department administration.
9. Responsibilities of Instructors
Both studio and classroom instructors have the following responsibilities:
a.
Instructors should update their knowledge base on a regular basis so that they can dissipate
the most current views and information on subject matters related to studio or course work.
b.
Instructors should provide students with the outline of the course in the first week and try
to maintain the schedule. Any changes should be notified to the students well ahead of
time.
c.
Instructors should encourage and motivate students to search for knowledge through the
use of all available resources.
d.
Instructors should make provisions for students to meet them in their offices for assistance
in their design tasks and course work.
e.
Instructors should attempt to mold students to be well-rounded human beings through
motivation and their own exemplary behavior.
10. Responsibilities of Students
a.
Students should maintain a clean work environment in the studio and in the classrooms.
b.
Students should respect their instructors and each other.
c.
Students should try to meet deadlines for any type of submission. If they encounter
problems, these should be brought to the notice of the studio coordinator and classroom
teacher.
d.
Students should come to the studio and classroom in time. They should realize that coming
in late for lectures disrupts the instructor’s attention.
e.
Students should refrain from intellectual plagiarism when working on design tasks and
coursework assignments.
f.
Students should learn to share knowledge for the benefit of all.
11. Involvement in the Community
The students and faculty are involved with the urban and rural community of the region especially with
those within the precincts of twin cities of Khobar and Dammam. This involvement is most often carried
out in an indirect way by selecting studio projects that will in the long run benefit the community. Such
projects include housing for the low income, urban renewal of derelict city areas, revival and
reconstruction of old settlements, health facilities, public buildings, highway service centers and many
more. Students go into the community to collect, collate and analyze data, and talk to the stakeholders
so that they can feel the pulse of their environmental needs. The community is indirectly exposed to the
work been done in the architecture program of the UOD and develops an awareness of a profession of
which many had practically no knowledge or exposure. Sometimes beneficiaries of these exercises are
invited to the college during review sessions so that they may add their input.
Very recently (Second Term 2012-13) one of the students of fifth year undertook the revitalization of a
very old abandoned settlement as his senior project. The student stayed with the nearest community so
8
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that he could make an in-depth field study that included measuring and recording the dimensions of all
structures in that settlement. Stakeholders from the municipalities have been invited to attend jury
sessions design projects, so that they could see the type of interventions that are being proposed by
students. Students have also gone out to survey through questionnaires and interviews the residents
and users in project related sites to glean appropriate and updated information from the community.
Social Equity
Social equity within the program is based on the policy of the University of Dammam that believes in bringing
together faculty and students from different regions, nationalities and socio-economic backgrounds to provide a
healthy learning environment.
1. Diversity of Faculty
The institutional policy permits the recruitment of qualified faculty for all the colleges locally as well as
from other countries. As a consequence of this policy, the program in architecture engages faculty from
different nationalities, which provides a rich mixture of ideas and background to the program. Although,
the number of highly qualified native faculty is increasing at a rapid rate, this has not stopped the
recruitment from beyond the borders of the kingdom.
Students can experience how architectural design is viewed by people from different backgrounds. It is
not only the nationalities but also the diverse institutions from where the faculty has earned their
degrees that adds to the richness to the studio instruction. (Section I.1.3 Response to the Five
Perspectives. A. Architectural education and Academic Community includes the list of Saudi and
expatriate faculty)
2. Diversity of Students
The policy of the University encourages students from all over the kingdom. This provides a rich variety
of students coming from different regional cultural backgrounds within the broader framework of Islam.
The university also encourages a limited number of students from the neighboring countries (Egypt,
Yemen, and so on) which adds to the cultural variety in a classroom and studio.
3. Relationship with program staff
Faculty and students and faculty maintain a very close and cordial relationship with the staff within the
program and also outside it in the college. The staff helps the program through secretarial work,
assistance during lectures and exams. Students have great respect for this hardworking group. The
program and college staff members are always a part of all major events.

I.1.3 Response to the Five Perspectives
A. Architectural Education and the Academic Community.
Islam, as a faith and a tradition, informs all aspects learning in Saudi Arabia. This is not only a university mandate
but a shared value of the population. There should not be any contradiction between progress and faith; the
goal of religious education is to give a humanistic foundation to material progress and to develop an
enlightened, educated young population that will define a culturally compatible modernity and material
progress. Accordingly, the College of Architecture and Planning has been involved in initiatives that exemplify
the link between faith and architecture. The Department of Architecture has taken lead in this effort; Prof Jamel
Akbar, a senior faculty is a recognized scholar in this field and has been appointed to the Ministry of Higher
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Education as the head of the Scientific Editing Team of the Grand Mosque's expansion projects in Mecca, Saudi
Arabia. Over the past five years, his responsibilities have included gathering, editing and publishing all
mechanical, electrical, civil, architectural, and traffic engineering documents related to the project. The project
budget exceeds 25 billion US dollar. More than thirty books have been published highlighting the different
aspects of the expansion.
As another example of the public engagement, Professor Mashary Al-Naim, a graduate of this department
(1995) is an authority on Architectural heritage and conservation. He has written extensively and has actively
propagated the necessity of protecting the national patrimony and conservation of historic building and sites. He
has been advising the national effort in historic conservation and deputed to National Built Heritage Forum,
(http://www.nbhf.org.sa/english/NewsIndexEn.aspx).
This national organization, under the patronage of HRH Prince Sultan bin Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud,
the President of SCTA, is the only organized entity with clear responsibilities towards urban heritage, in
preserving cultural treasures and heritage. The Arabian Peninsula is the cradle of old civilizations, a
geographical expanse that throughout history exemplified the resilience of human culture and its ability
to challenge and overcome the hostile environment. The urban experience of the inhabitants of the
Arabian Peninsula inhabitants is one of the most important human stories, highlighting the ability,
innovation and creativity of the people of the area. The 2012 cycle of exposition, exhibition, seminar and
design competition was held recently at the College of Architecture and Planning, University of
Dammam.
The architecture program is part of a large university with other branches of learning. The other sister
departments are equally involved in design and construction of building and sites. In the larger university
program, the Architecture program shares the first year with other freshman in the study of the humanities
(the Islamic and Ethics courses) and technical courses within college of Design and Engineering. This provides
all students enrolled in the College a solid foundation in the Humanities and sets them on a shared academic
footing as they proceed through the five-year program. The pool of students in the second year share a
common program with other departments of the college, e.g. Building Science, Landscape, Interior Design,
Urban Planning, etc. Depending on their aptitude, performance and inclination, students choose one of the
career options offered within the College. The departments also have an entry threshold; Architecture being
the most desired vocation attracts a high volume of applicants but accepts a maximum of 40 students, with a
design grade of B (min) and a GPA of 3.0 and above. This sequencing fosters collegiality among the different
components and engenders appreciation of each other’s professional competence.
There is a steady stream of visitors and seminar participants from abroad to the College. The recent
international seminars on sustainability had a large list of invited speakers from abroad. The kingdom has a
large body of works, built or in commission, representing some of the most prestigious architectural firms in
the world. Indeed, some of the principal iconic and innovative architecture by international and regional
architects are here and within the reach of the University. The College takes advantage of the presence of
these architects when they travel to the region and invites them for lectures or workshops. The 'Architecture
Day' fete every year is such an occasion and brings together invited guests, local practicing architects, faculty
and students for few days of intense interaction. Although it is the goal of the College to develop visiting
faculty positions, in the program as yet we have not been able to define the terms of employment for such a
program, (e.g., issuance of job permit, visa, remuneration, accommodation etc.) administratively though all
other the assets and provisions are present. This will be sorted out at the ministry and university level and a
uniform policy should be in place soon. (Note: Except for a few small private universities, all universities in
the Kingdom are state institutions and fall under the administrative purview of Ministry of Higher Education
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(MOHE) recently reorganized into a single ministry (Ministry of Education MOE), they share the same
administrative structure, academic policies, rules and regulations.
Administratively the college (comprising five departments) acts as a single unit. The Dean (Prof. Abdussalam
Al-Sudairy), Vice-Deans and the Chairs of departments form the academic council overseeing the running of
the college, responsible to the higher university authority. All departmental decisions, schedules, admission
and examinations are discussed and require the approval of this body. The annual year-end report by the
dean for the current 1435-36H (2014-15) lists the faculty distribution;
DEPARTMENT

Architecture
Building Technology
Urban Planning
Landscape Arch.
Interior Arch.
Total

Nationality

Professor

Saudi
Non-Saudi
Saudi
Non-Saudi
Saudi
Non-Saudi
Saudi
Non-Saudi
Saudi
Non-Saudi
Saudi
Non-Saudi
total

4
3
-1
4
3
----10
6
16

Assoc.
Professor
3
4
2
4
3
-2
--1
8
8
16

Asst.
Professor
7
5
7
2
4
4
3
1
2
2
21
13
34

Lecturer

T.A.

Total

2
2
6
3
4
1
4
2
1
1
14
12
26

15
-8
-7
-5
-6
-43
-43

31
14
23
10
22
8
14
3
9
4
99
39
138

The chair of the department, Dr. Abed Al-Musallum, along with other colleagues, regularly visit foreign
universities and develop long term academic exchange programs. In April 2012 they visited several
universities in Germany (Stuttgart University, Aachen University, University of Kaiserslautern, and Freiburg
Institution of Technology) for future academic collaboration and the exchange of faculty and students. In
view of our candidacy for NAAB ‘Substantial Equivalency’ they participated in 2 program administrators
conference, organized by ACSA (San Juan, Puerto Rico, Nov. 2015 and Philadelphia, PA Nov. 2014).
Recently, the College has entered into such a relationship via an agreement with King Fahd University of
Petroleum and Minerals (KFUPM) in Dhahran. The detailed accord specifies exchange of faculty and students, as
well as the establishment of joint design studios. Dr. Bhzad, who had negotiated this agreement, is also the chair
of the Scientific Committee of ASCAAD (Arab Society of Computer-aided Architectural Design http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ASCAAD).
The university actively encourages such academic exchange and participation and provides significant funds to
colleges for this exclusive purpose. As mentioned the university authority expects commensurate effort from
colleges and faculty and rewards faculty through awards, financial grants or increments. There are also a few
other governmental institutions, importantly KACST (King Abdulaziz City for Science and Technology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King_Abdulaziz_City_for_Science_and_Technology ) that sponsor funded research
and publication and regularly invites application.
Dr. Abdulaziz Al-Saati, a senior faculty of the department and Vice-rector (for Academic Affairs) with a long
association with the department and this college and his guiding hands in the formative years of the program
have left a deep positive impression. His tenure as vice-rector has served as a matter of great pride to the
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college. Sadly he will be leaving the college this year, but we are gratified at his appointment as the rector of
King Faisal University, Hofuf. This is a matter of great pride to the College of Architecture and Planning; he may
be the first architect in the Kingdom to achieve such a coveted position.
Professor Jamel Akbar has been deputed to the Ministry of Works, supervising the archival documentation of
the massive reconstruction of the Holy sites of Mecca and Medina for the past few years. After a long career in
pedagogy, he retired last year.
The Organization of Islamic Capitals and Cities (OICC) in its 9th round had awarded Professor Hani M. AlQahtany, a senior faculty of this department, the second prize for his 2009 book (The Principles of Islamic
Architecture, Analytical Reading of Form). The book was published by Centre of Arab Unity Studies in in Beirut,
Lebanon, 2009
Prof. Yusuf Al-Ohali has worked with Governorate of Onaizah (2005-2007) in a detailed comprehensive urban
development of the old part of the city center. He also studied the historic abandoned palace of Mizanah AlMatrudi and Al-Ain as well as the excavation of the sites and surroundings (2008-2009). He then presented
redevelopment options for this site. The design proposal was shortlisted for the World Architecture Festival
(2010) competition in Barcelona (FUTURE FOR AN OLD DESERT VILLAGE -the story of al-Oshazyah)
http://www.worldbuildingsdirectory.com/project.cfm?id=2533
Recent graduate and lecturer Mohammed Al-Mahmood's entry, Urban Design proposal for the town of Osiziyah
was also shortlisted for that festival (2010) and both were invited to present their projects to the invited
delegates and guests. Al-Mahmood successfully completed his graduate studies from University of Washington,
MO. and his Master's thesis was awarded Master's of Urban Design Book Award. The MUD Book Award is given
for recognized achievement in MUD program, as voted by the faculty. He is presently a Ph.D candidate in
University of Copenhagen, and returns to his position after completion of his doctoral studies. 5 Teaching
Assistants have returned from abroad (4 from US, 1 from Australia), after successful completion of graduate
studies from different universities. Their study abroad was on Government scholarship and on their return have
been promoted to lecturer and inducted in teaching faculty.
B. Architectural Education and Students
Saudi Arabia is a large country with wide range of physical, environmental and sub-cultural settings. The
University of Dammam draws students from all regions of the country, and they are representative of the
diversity inherent in this growing nation. The university and the college, as part of a government program, offer
scholarships to students from other countries in the region. Being one of the first colleges of architecture in the
gulf region, it typically attracts students from Bahrain, the emirates, Oman and Yemen. Architecture is site and
culture specific, and for academic reasons alone, these students are encouraged to go back and rediscover their
locality, civic context, and form. Student projects, as mentioned in the 'Learning Culture' section of the
Architecture Program Report are built on case studies of specific sites, mostly by the student's own choosing. It
is almost a tradition now that the student’s senior project will be framed on his own hometown or village.
Entry to college is based totally on merit, as primarily determined by the applicant’s high school transcript.
Below are the figures for the past 5 years;
2015-16 (1436-37H)
Total applicants to Technical and Science colleges:
Total 1st. Yr. enrollment (colleges of Architecture, Engineering)
Total 2nd. Yr. enrollment (departments of college of Arch.)
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Total 3rd. Yr. enrollment (department of Architecture)
Total 4th. Yr. enrollment (department of Architecture)
Total 5th. Yr. enrollment (department of Architecture)
2014-15 (1434-35H)
Total applicants to Technical and Science colleges:
Total 1st. Yr. enrollment (colleges of Architecture, Engineering)
Total 2nd. Yr. enrollment (departments of college of Arch.)
Total 3rd. Yr. enrollment (department of Architecture)
Total 4th. Yr. enrollment (department of Architecture)
Total 5th. Yr. enrollment (department of Architecture)
2013-14 (1433-34H)
Total applicants to Technical and Science colleges:
Total 1st. Yr. enrollment (colleges of Architecture, Engineering)
Total 2nd. Yr. enrollment (departments of college of Arch.)
Total 3rd. Yr. enrollment (department of Architecture)
Total 4th. Yr. enrollment (department of Architecture)
Total 5th. Yr. enrollment (department of Architecture)
2012-13 (1432-33H)
Total applicants to Technical and Science colleges:
Total 1st. Yr. enrollment (colleges of Architecture, Engineering)
Total 2nd. Yr. enrollment (departments of college of Arch.)
Total 3rd. Yr. enrollment (department of Architecture)
Total 4th. Yr. enrollment (department of Architecture)
Total 5th. Yr. enrollment (department of Architecture)

32 (Saudi)
30 (Saudi)
39 (Saudi)

12,670
372
104 (Saudi)
41
35
51

04 (Non-Saudi)
04 (Non-Saudi)

34 (Non-Saudi)
07
10
4

10,827
214
118
32
31
40

9,450
202
108
32
40
26

All studio projects are site specific. Students apply the empirical tools of observation; site analysis leads to
project program and validates the design proposal. The students, under the guidance of the instructors, will visit,
survey, measure, takes notes and photograph the site. Usually, they will take advantage of their stay by visiting
other important sites or venues. Such tours are now part of the rites of each studio, and the college arranges for
transport and fully funds it.
Several recent tours and studios are described below:
Study Tour and Field Trip to Doha, Qatar (March 22-25, 2016)
The students of Design VIII studio (36 students and 6 instructors) went to Qatar to visit selected urban design
projects, in preparation to the studio assignment. They visited the University of Qatar, the architecture program
and the acclaimed Central Library Building. Next destination was the Qatar Foundation, the Msheireb Project, a
zero-carbon footprint, fully sustainable urban development. They also visited the innovative and commercially
successful urban renewal of the old market of Doha, Souq Al-Waqif.

13

University of Dammam
Architectural Program Report
June 2016

Study Tour to Doha, Qatar
Study Tour to Qatar: Feb. 2015
Fourth year (second semester) students along with studio instructors made a field trip to Bahrain in the
second week of February 2015 to study the reconstruction of Al Muharraq district a traditional urban
area. This field trip was conducted to help the students to see how old traditional buildings were
restored, put to use, and preserved for posterity within the context of urban design.
Study Tour to Qatar: April 02-05, 2013
35 students from the fourth year design studio (DESIGN VIII) with instructors went to Doha, Qatar to see
the recent projects in urban design and real-estate development. The trip was sponsored by the
University of Dammam on the invitation of University of Qatar, Doha. The trip included lectures
organized by the Department of Architecture, UQ, The Qatar Foundation and Qatar Diar and visits to the
University Library, Qatara Project, Souk Wakef, University of Cornell Medical School, Museum of Islamic
Art, the new CBD development in Doha, Pearl Island and the Central Mosque of Doha. The objective of
this trip was to expose students and faculty to the revival of traditional architecture (Souk Wakef and
Central Mosque), the development in contemporary architecture (Museum of Islamic Art, Cornell Medical
School), new trends in urban design (Doha Central Business District) and recent investment in real estate
developments (Qatar Diar).
Athens Study Tour: March 15, 2013 - March 23, 2013
Organized by Kingdom University, Bahrain and ACTO (School of Art and Design, Athens)
A group of seven students from the fifth year (Design X) along with two lecturers participated in a
workshop on ‘Social design in public open spaces’ in Greece. Through open space sightseeing in
downtown Athens, the students were exposed to the concept of ‘social design’ through observation and
recording the ‘informal adaptations’ on those open spaces; sightseeing took a place in both
contemporary and historic plazas and commercial streets. In addition, academic lectures were given by
Nicolas Beucker from The Hochschule Niederrhein, University of Applied Sciences. Eventually, each one of
our students was asked to work with a multi-cultural team in a competition of a streetscape design.
Through discussions and cooperation each team had to prepare a design proposal in 48 hours. The teams
presented their proposals to a group of professional Greek architects. One of our students, Yousef
Alsaeed, was among the wining team and received the First Rank Award.
(http://www.worldbuildingsdirectory.com/project.cfm?id=2386)
Students are also encouraged to participate in National and International design competitions and studio
projects. Presently the department is preparing entry to RIBA (Royal Institute of British Architects) Design Studio
Competition. Dr. Behzad has been assigned the task of collecting and collating the submission. Our students
have won awards and recognition for their design entries, below are some recent examples
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Awards won by students:
1. "Prince Sultan bin Salman Urban Heritage Award" First Prize to students Ali Al Aithan, Abdulrahman
Lardi and Abdullah Al Shamary (presently fifth year students) for their fourth year second
semester(2014-15) urban design project "Reconstruction of Old Tarout" in the Eastern Province.
2. "Prince Sultan bin Salman Urban Heritage Award" Third Prize to students Hamad Al Abdulrazzak,
Abdulrahman Al Mehbash and Mohammed Al Feridah (presently fifth year students) for their fourth
year second semester (2014-15)urban design project "Reconstruction of Al Koot" located in Al Ahsa of
the Eastern Province.
Winners of Prince Sultan bin Salman Urban Heritage Award for professionals and students
Fourth Cycle, second year (2012- 1433 H).
Urban heritage project Award: First Prize winner
'Old Ad-Dammam Market'
Students: Ahmed Abdul Latif Al-Yehia and Khaeld Sa'd Al-Ghamdi
Fourth Year Architecture, University of Dammam
One of two Second winners :
'Urban area development for Sayed Al Shuhadaa, Medina'
Students: Muhammad Ibrahim Shafee', Muhammad Islam Al Ghuneimi
Fourth Year Architecture, University of Dammam
The students of architecture celebrate the 'Architecture Day' every alternative year, the occasion rotating
between other departments every semester. This is a part of tradition, except over the years, it has become
essentially an event, planned and managed by the students. This is usually a 2 day affair, including invited guest
speakers, seminar and presentation, exhibition of student projects. It is funded nominally by the college,
students seek contribution from architectural firms and alumni. They participate in all deliberations and events
and as an incentive, offered spaces for exhibiting their works and products. The event is inaugurated by the
Rector and rounded up with a feast on the final day. Attached are the details of such event for 2010 and 2012.

Architecture Day: 2015
Theme: Healthcare Facilities in Saudi Arabia: design and development. (Co-sponsored by Saudi AlUmran Society and Saudi Healthcare Architects)
Invited Lecture: 2-days (4 sessions) of lectures and presentation by architects and healthcare
professionals. (See … for details on the intentions and goals)
Work shop: One-day workshop on DESIGN IX studio: 200 bed hospital which was the semester studio
assignment. This lead to inter-university students’ competition and awards.
Architecture Day: 2012
Theme: Rediscovering Traditional Arabian Architecture in modern context
Invited Lecture: Environmental design on traditional Arabian Architecture Presentation and discussions:
Presentation and discussions: Work of the Architect: Henning Larsen
Work shop: Rediscovering Traditional Arabian Architecture in modern context
Architecture Day: 2010
Theme: Architecture, Education and Practice
Presentation and discussions: Work of the Architect: Hassan Fathy
Presentation and discussions: The professional experience of the graduates in the field.
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'Architecture Day' brings the practicing architects, architectural firms and the students together and to provide
the opportunity for senior students and prospective employers to size up each other. It also allows alumni to
comment and evaluate the program and continue their fruitful relationship with the department. Among the
biggest employers for our graduates are the city governments and local bodies, semi-autonomous corporations
and government departments. This event allows us to invite eminent and senior officials and appraise them on
the quality of our program and graduates. Our students on graduation prefer going abroad for graduate studies
on scholarship or to find, secondly, a position in prestigious corporations (e.g. ARAMCO) semi-government
bodies or well-established architectural firms. Those chosen by the College for teaching positions are employed
as teaching assistants and enrolled in the master’s program or sent abroad for doctoral studies on full
scholarship.

C. Architectural Education and the Regulatory Environment.
The regulatory environment in Saudi Arabia, as in this region is disorganized and amorphous. The different
professional disciplines are not legally defined or organized. Apart from this, Architecture is viewed as a sub-skill
of engineering and lumped with other trades involved building and civil project. Even architects prefer to be
called 'engineers' ('mohandis' in Arabic) as engineering has high name recognition and a strong reputation.
Without a legal regulatory body overseeing the professional boundaries of different trades, it is somewhat
chaotic. Because of this situation, it is not possible to track, at this time, the proportion of graduates who have
sought or achieved licensure or registration.
Formal architectural education, on modern lines, started in the 1960s. Three major national universities have
been producing graduates since then. King Saud University (KSU) in Riyadh is the first modern university in the
kingdom, and it was established in 1957, and its Architecture department has been in operation since 1962. King
Abdulaziz University (KAU) in Jeddah was established in 1967 with 'College of Environmental Design' in 1976.
King Faisal University (KFU) in Dammam and Hofuf was established in 1975 with a College of Architecture and
Planning. This has been the precursor to University of Dammam. King Fahd University (KFUPM) in Dhahran,
established in 1963 and elevated to an university in 1975 has 4-year B.Sc. program in Architecture since 1981.
Few other national universities, e.g. Islamic University of Medina (est. 1961 and Umm Al-Qura University,
Mecca, est. 1981 have departments of Islamic Architecture. In practice, a graduate from any of these programs
will be recognized as an architect, both in government service or private practice.
Though this is a discouraging picture, it is equally true throughout this region. As government is the predominant
employer and sponsor in the building and construction sector, a university degree to a large extent serves as a
regulatory credential. Saudi Arabia employs a large body of expatriate professionals in project design, project
management and in the construction industry. Foreign professional require a university degree in a relevant
discipline, validated by the Saudi Cultural Mission abroad, to obtain an employment visa and a residency permit.
Tentative steps have been taken to address this issue. A royal decree has established the 'Saudi Council of
Engineers' that hopefully will evolve into a regulatory and licensure body.

The 'SAUDI COUNCIL OF ENGINEERS' (http://www.saudieng.sa/English/pages/default.aspx ) was created
under the Royal Decree No. M/36 dated 26/9/1423. The statues of the council 'Article one' states it is a
independent professional body, operating under the supervision of Ministry of Commerce.
Its objectives are, ' ..promote the engineering profession and setting standards. Setting criteria and
standards of practice, developing the profession including licensure terms and conditions. 'Prescribing
necessary rules, regulations and examinations for obtaining professional degrees, etc. The membership is
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open to Saudi graduates in engineering discipline, practicing this profession, associate membership
includes all non-Saudi engineers, holding an university degree ..
The elected Board of Directors is elected by the general assembly for a term of 3 years.
It is gratifying to note that the previous chairman of the Board of Directors, Hamad Al-Shagawi, a practicing
architect, is an alumnus of this college. He is the principal of a progressive architectural office and an active
alumnus and has returned for graduate studies. In the newly constituted elected governing body is wellrepresented including the chair, Zeyad Swaidan. Recently, it has seriously started validating and authenticating
degrees and qualifications of expatriate professionals in the Kingdom. Expatriate professionals form the majority
in this field, from US, European, Middle Eastern and South Asian countries. Till now there has been no regulatory
control on the employment or service. The other part, which is now coming to the fore, is developing a formal
licensure structure for graduates of Saudi universities.
In the late 1990's, graduates and faculty of three Saudi universities came together to set up an informal 'learned
body' dealing with architecture and urban form. The title of this group translates in English to 'Al-Omran Society'
or 'Al-Umran Saudi Association'. It was not devised as a regulatory or a trade body but a forum to bring together
architecture and design professionals and generate conversation on the architectural and developmental trends
in the Kingdom. It is a voluntary body, with membership and subscription, chapters in different provinces and
major cities. While it may, in time, develop into a 'learned body' guiding architectural programs and practice,
thus far it is a private forum.
The magazine 'AL-BENNA' is privately published monthly, with a large circulation, dealing with architecture,
construction and real-estate projects. (https://albenaamag.com/ ). It deals with architecture and projects in this
region and devotes space for vernacular and traditional architecture and scholarly articles by university faculties.

In the absence of regulatory body and compliance regimen, the architectural program has responded by
stressing life-safety, fire and disability issues. There are few enforced local codes dealing with such issues. To
compensate, senior studios (DESIGN IX and X highlighted in the SPC matrix prepared in the APR for the NAAB)
lay added stress in these areas sand requires distinct plans and drawing addressing these concerns. In the
absence of a national code, the department follows the UN recommendations.
(http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/enable/designm/ )
As discussed in the section on Architectural Education and the Students, the activities during and surrounding
“Architecture Day” introduce students to the variety of opportunities that await them upon graduation.
Additionally, when enrolled in the program, all architecture students participate in the Professional Internship
Training, for credit, in which they gain valuable exposure to the profession and the real world of architectural
practice.

D. Architectural Education and the Profession
Traditionally, the undergraduate program had the following courses to prepare students for the profession and
profitable employment: Contract Documents, Working drawings and Specifications, Project Management and
Professional Practice. There was also Professional Training as a summer internship in an architectural firm. In the
last curriculum revision this was readjusted, combining Contract Documents and Working Drawing into a single
course (Fourth Yr. First semester-3 cr.) and linking it with studio project. The Professional Training Internship
was strictly defined with detailed performance criteria to be submitted by the host firm. Project Management
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(Fourth Yr. Second semester-3 cr.) and Professional Practice (Fifth Yr. Second semester-2 cr.) remained
unchanged.
However, there has always existed a gap between the classroom coursework and the real-world architectural
practice, the management of projects and professional culture in the workplace. The disorganized building
market and unregulated trades and professions color the practice of architecture. To prepare students for the
profession, the department (and college) invites working architects and design professionals to reviews and
juries. It is customary, and almost mandatory, to have professional and practicing architects as external jurors in
senior studios. This also enables the local and regional firms to scout for talent and offer employment to
graduating students.
All studio exercises are built on real projects with real sites, programs and clients. In the senior year it is
typically a developer seeking innovative or novel solutions, alternately a publicly financed city project. The
local planning bodies encourage the students to work on their proposal but offer different solutions. A few of
our alumni are in high positions in these local planning boards, and they work with us to shape the design
exercises. Apart from direct input in real-world experience, this also introduces the different expertise
(physical planner, traffic, public health, etc.) and team work to the students. The Third year Housing project
(DESIGN VII) was developed on a national program of 'Affordable Low-Income Housing.' Students were made
aware of the relevant social policy and physical program, met the people and evaluated the housing-types as
a preparation the studio design. The architects and other professionals of the host organization contributed
to the studio by reviewing the student work during mid-term and final jury.
As mentioned earlier, the 'Architecture Day' celebrations, among other things, is really a departmental effort
to continually connect the alumni and the student body. The students raise funds by visiting different private
architectural firms and arrange space and display the works and commissions of donor firms. The sales of
sponsorship for display space to firms and product representatives raises substantial funds to cover all
related expenditures. 2012 'Architecture Day' saw 3 architects from the firm of Henning Larsen (Denmark)
present their work through visual presentation and discussion, the current projects around the world and
how they address issues of cultural diversity and local identity in design. They also mentored a half-day
workshop on 'design idea and model making' that the students found very beneficial. The students showed
interest in internship opportunities and work culture in European countries.
Other sister departments (Urban Planning, Landscape, Building Technology, Interior Design) are an intrinsic
part of the program. The students share classes throughout the first 2 years before selecting their particular
vocation. There are also common courses and occasionally shared studio projects. It is a convention, strictly
adhered to, that DESIGN V and VI will have instructors from Building Technology among the studio
instructors. Also, during the final jury, an external juror will be from the College of Engineering or a
professional engineer. For DESIGN VII and DESIGN VIII an external juror will be from the sister department of
Urban Planning or Landscape Architecture. This is in spite of the Department of Architecture having in-house
faculty specialized in Structure and Building Systems, Environmental Controls, Urban Design and Housing,
etc. DESIGN IX and X will have an external juror from College of Engineering (Structural Engineer) and one
from the outside organization that is a prospective client for the project.

E. Architectural Education and the Public Good.
The recently revised curriculum reorients the 'vision' of the program as 'sustainability' both in architectural
design and site development. This is a reflection of the new consciousness and national policy. This college has
been a pioneer in research in vernacular architecture and micro-climatic studies primarily to explain the
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resilience of the traditional built-form. Though much of the 'old' may have lost it functional relevance, its
'sustainable' qualities in economy of material and spatial arrangement merit continual interest. Modernization
of Saudi society has meant, as elsewhere in this region, an explosion in consumption and waste, with a new life
style stressing conspicuous consumption that makes the future growth uncertain and untenable. The revised
program introduced 'sustainability' content in all relevant theory courses and value to design exercises at all
level. Sustainability is not limited LEED and technical solutions but a conceptual understanding that is reflected
in site selection, site planning, building layout, density, orientation and compactness. A theory course
'Contemporary issues in Architecture' (5th. Yr. First semester, 3 cr.) has been introduced to address
sustainability and globalization issues and its implication on building design and city form.
This region has transformed dramatically and town and cities have been completed rebuilt ground up. The pace
of modernization, much desired, has come at a cultural cost, as most old and historic towns were abandoned
and left to decay. The only places where the genius and relevance can be observed and studied are the towns
and settlements of Yemen. Till recently, until the unrest there made it impossible, students and faculties would
organize educational tours there. The compactness of the urban form, a vernacular raised on local building
materials, construction methods, and passive cooling devices is in stark contrast to the sprawling
suburbanization of Saudi Arabia and the affluent Gulf countries. The worth of such tours was to encourage a
second look, identify the formal and spatial qualities, some of which that can be reintroduced into
contemporary design vocabulary.
(Study Tour of Yemen 'Indigenous regional built-form,’ 2009, The tour program is on hold due to political
instability for the past few years.)
The National Built Heritage Forum is a response to a crisis in cultural identity and through Royal patronage, and
a public appreciation of old towns and villages has finally arrived. Large conservation projects, sponsored by the
government (conservation of palace complex in Al-Dari'ya and Wadi Hanifa Wetlands, Riyadh) and host of small
private effort are changing public perception of this valuable patrimony. However, the department has moved
beyond mere conservation and revitalization of historic sites. To counter the wasteful energy dependence of
house and city form, they seek a new paradigm that is modern but not wasteful, with a smaller energy footprint.
A few such projects have been completed and have proven successful. The department arranges for site visits
and tours regularly to these sites as a preparation to their design exercises. The Turath Award to our students
during the 2012 cycle of National Built Heritage Forum supports a national enlightened movement. In the
current cycle our student (graduating in 2015) Ahmad Al-Mashary won the coveted First Prize for his Senior
Project for his design proposal for a ‘Handicraft Museum’ in the historic site of ‘Dariya’ in Riyadh. This
competition is among all students of architecture, from all universities in the Kingdom.

Senior Project: Winner (First Prize) for Historic Conservation Senior Project. (National Competition)
In addition to exposure to the many exciting new developments in the region, students’ Senior Project work is
typically framed within their home towns and villages, connecting learning to their own experience. Project work
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includes visiting and doing research in the home locale. This affords students a new perspective on their own
communities and the possibilities for contending with critical issues of growth, development, preservation,
urban planning, and sustainability through direct civic engagement. The student is able to view this from the
platform of what has been learned throughout the program.

Senior Project: Urban-Design infill in Al-Kut Historic District in Hofuf.

Winners of 200-bed Hospital Design competition in Riyadh.
The picture shows the 3 winners (among all the entries from University of Dammam) with the Chair, Dr. Abed AlMusallum. Though all the National universities participated in this exposition, the project parameters being
different, the organizers avoided inter-college evaluation.
The 3rd. Architecture Day similarly was to focus on the need and dearth of Saudi design professionals specialized
in Healthcare facilities. Healthcare expansion (hospitals and clinics in urban centers and rural areas) has the
highest budgetary allocation after Education. The specialized hospitals in major urban centers have access to a
small pool of Saudi professional and usually hire the services of expatriate personnel and foreign design firms,
the smaller facilities in small towns and out-reach areas have to do with whatever is available locally. The Saudi
Umran Society ( http://hybridmobiledev.com/sus/about-us/introduction ) and Saudi Healthcare Architects
( http://shca-sa.org/ ) approached the department to dedicate the theme to this issue and program the
proceeding addressing. (See the Architecture Day Program Schedule attached). The DESIGN IX studio exercise
was built around healthcare facility and design and the experts participated in studio workshop, offering advice
and critique to students. As a follow-up, the department is offering a Master’s course in ‘Healthcare Facility
Design’ from this year. Already 5 applicants have been approved and enrolled for the coming session (First
semester, 2017).

I.1.4 Long-Range Planning:
The most recent mandate, since the 2008 reorganization has been ' Sustainable Development,' in essence
reaffirming the national and worldwide convergence of national goal and public policy to safeguard and
nourish a livable environment for posterity. It is a reaffirmation uniquely different for Saudi Arabia, a
resource-rich, energy surplus country. The college, in all its specialization and emphasis, has reoriented its
academic goals with a new ethical value but with deep technical dimension. Though rhetorically 'good
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design' essentially should be and is 'sustainable' but now with a transformational message and conscious
effort to incorporate measureable, performance-oriented, research-based environment-friendly physical
development. The traditional Arab urban and house-form reaffirms the age-old wisdom and we face the
challenging task of reinventing that design sensibility in our present context of affluence and consumption.
The college, by making it the vision for the future, is metaphorically embarking on this journey of
rediscovery of what was innate to all settlements in this desert region. Our curriculum has been reinforced
by courses and design exercises, the college (all departments) are regularly organizing seminars, fieldwork
and research to enrich this effort. As a started, students last summer, in lieu of 'ARCH 255 Professional
Training' built a mud-block structure (it is located at the entry to the campus), firstly to learn the traditional
construction system and its microclimatic attributes but also view it in contemporary context and relevance.
The college is developing a 'state of art' environmental studies laboratory in the now campus. Procurement
of equipment is ongoing and will be operational as the college relocates there. Though there is, and always
was labs for structure, building material, thermal, acoustic and other environmental studies and a trained
staff to manage it, till now it was felt this learning was not discernible in design exercises. In brief, the
environmental/technology and design operated in separate compartments with little interaction to inform
and enrich each other. The new laboratories are interactive and will enable students to internalize the lab
experience and make it an integral part of design decisions and process. The college has increased the
numbers of computer labs to five (from 3), invested the model-making lab with new equipment and staff, a
climate study station and in-process of installing a sky dome for climatic studies. Smart Boards are all
classrooms and lecture halls, all spaces have Wi-Fi and LAN outlets and e-learning capability.
The College of Architecture was historically bilingual, in early years for obvious reasons, had a large
expatriate, English speaking faculty. Most design studios, presentation and juries were in English. In the late
1990s as Saudi teaching staff returned from abroad replacing the expatriate faculties, Arabic became the
preferred medium of instruction. The medium, Arabic and English is an intractable debate in most
developing societies and there are real advantages and disadvantages with either position. Saudi secondary
schools students have specific hours of mandatory English instruction but do not acquire the necessary
working competence by the time they enter the universities. To compensate, the college had a supporting
department for English instruction. With the new university setup (University of Dammam) a conscious
decision has been taken to make the college bilingual, with students working proficiency in technical
English. English teaching has been taken out of standard classroom lecture to modern audio-visual language
labs with logical course modules and out-sourced to specialized company on contract. This arrangement
offers the college leverage, in specifying the exact requirements and evaluate the performance. College
faculties met (2010) to review English competency and though it was felt much more is desired, did find a
discernible improvement over previous years. The department takes this issue seriously as competence in
English will open the horizon of our students, give them access to the exploding world of knowledge online,
develop an understanding of the global discourse on design theory and practice, and free them from the
narrow confines of studios and instructors. This interaction and access is not only essential in the' global
village' we inhabit but will also stimulate and enrich the design discourse in the studios. In department of
architecture, as a rule, design juries are held in English and though the students are required to present and
defend their (graphically and orally) in English, it also shows how far we have to go to achieve a working
level proficiency among our students. The department realizes this is a long term goal and will pursue it with
unwavering vigor.
Lastly, the department hopes to open a female section and believes that the time has arrived. As mentioned
earlier, this college, against all odds, enrolled female students in a separate 'Department of Interior Design'
from early 1980's. Today, with the support from the university and close cooperation from the Department
of Architecture, it has grown into complete 'College of Design'. With the social transformation of the Saudi
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society and Royal patronage, female education has taken great strides, moving from Social Science and
Liberal Arts to fields in Science and Technology. For a long time, the different departments of this college
the graduate program (M. Arch.) is open to graduate students of Department of Interior and have
benefitted from a steady stream of applicants from there. In fact, the first and only Ph.D. awarded by this
college (department of Urban and Regional Planning) was a female graduate from the Department of
Interior. The logical extension of this long association would be open a female section department of
architecture, based on the same program and curriculum, sharing recourses and expertise but respectful of
Saudi cultural values of privacy and gender separation. The department of architecture has finally launched
the Ph.D. program, with 5 female candidates. The M. Arch. program has now an additional track,
‘Healthcare Facility Design’ from current semester. With the gradual liberalization and social acceptance,
the department feels encouraged that a department of architecture (female section) may become a reality,
sooner than later.
As mentioned in section I.1.1 History and Mission, the college has gone through a deliberate and methodical
revaluation and self-assessment every 10 years. While the time line is not deliberately set, managing ever
increasingly inter-dependent programs will need periodic scrutiny and adjustment. The 3 original
departmental programs (Architecture, Building Science and Urban Planning) have now grown to 5 with the
addition of Landscape and Interior Architecture. The two new sister colleges (Design and Engineering) with a
shared Preparatory Year, will lead to some reorganization at a later date and will call for another round
program assessment and revisions.
The reconstituted Ministry of Education (MOE) has made it mandatory for all public and private universities
to seek and receive National Accreditation (NCAAA). Though the process is on-going, all universities must
get accreditation within a stipulated period. All colleges (and departments) of this university are preparing
the necessary documents and a newly established ' Deanship of Quality and Academic Accreditation'
http://www.uod.edu.sa/en/administration/deanships/deanship-of-quality-and-academic-accreditation is
overseeing this effort. The NCAAA has elaborated, standardized format for periodic self-assessment and
benchmarking qualitative changes. An expert committee, in collaboration with Monash University, Australia,
has been working with the deanship in support of this effort.

I.1.5 Self-Assessment Procedures:
Self-assessment and introspection is intrinsic to architectural education and historically developed on an
instructor/student discourse and critique. The design studio is the centerpiece, a marketplace of ideas and
critique by peers and colleagues, reinforced by theory courses and empirical fieldwork. Following the
standard, internationally adopted format, the semester long design exercises are supervised by a set of
instructors (usually a ratio of 1 instructor: 8 students) cumulatively evaluated thru open review and jury.
Projects are designed to encourage originality and exploration, and a set of instructors and reviewers,
emphasizing that though architecture is response to a specific immediate problem, there is not a single,
authorized solution. An inbuilt and perpetual self-criticism and assessment is central to the quality of
instruction. This operates, not only in studio and design exercises, but also for the evaluation of the
relevance and performance of the curriculum, student participation and, in essence, the program itself.
The college has developed strictly adhered to rules and customs regarding curriculum development and
grading in all design studios. Each studio is assigned a set of instructors (one faculty as the coordinator) first
to prepare the design project following the course description and, second, to present it in the department
committee. This is reviewed, by all other faculties vis. a vis. its relevance and appropriateness, discussed,
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modified and/or approved. Meetings of the departmental committee are devoted to this exercise and held
usually at the end of the preceding semester.
Each studio has several instructors chosen for their experience and expertise for each design studio.
Students, during the life of the project, are rotated among the instructors, but the critique and grading is
open, cumulative, and regularly posted. The mid-term jury will have a external juror (especially in the senior
years). The final Jury is formal and public, with specified rules on participation, presentation and grading
weight. This is done in the main atrium, where student work is displayed openly, staggered over a week. The
final grading is arrived through discussion and consensus, with a 70:30 weighting ratio between internal
semester-long evaluation and the final external jury grade. The external jurors also have to submit a written
report, which is then discussed and reviewed in the department committee. The studio coordinator has to
respond to the issues raised in that report. The deliberation offers the departmental committee design
instructors the opportunity to evaluate the semester work, its quality and depth, and to propose options
and advice, if required. In short, the whole collegium is aware of design exercises in each studio and
whether its pertinence and depth matches the requirement of the program.
All course instructors (theory and design) are anonymously graded by all their students in a prescribed
format. This is done in the last week of the semester. A college staff member is assigned, and the results are
tabulated and presented to the chairman. The chairman discretely reviews the results, makes a judgment
on instructor performance and takes action accordingly, whether it be reward, reprimand or
encouragement. The chairman holds private discussion with the faculty on issues raised in the survey and
means to mitigate the adverse comments. It is understood that some courses are difficult and some
instructors are strict. The students' evaluation of the instructor is viewed in totality and as a guide to more
effective course delivery. This is used for chairman's annual report on the faculty and used for promotion,
increment in salary and award.
As mentioned in Section I.1.4 Long Range Planning, the college has been going through a methodical
revaluation and self-assessment every 10 years and proposing changes and modification as thought
necessary or proper. Though this may appear top-down, it is a culmination of discrete and continuous
assessment moving to the college-level, resulting in formal and legally binding adjustments. A typical fiveyear period is needed for a major reorganization to move through the program, with several additional
years necessary for an accurate measure of original intentions and actual performance. The changes
proposed in the 2008 reorganization completed the full implementation just last semester (for 5th. year,
semester X). A meaningful assessment on the performance can be done after a few years of trial and
observation.
At department level, continuous assessment is fused into binding conventions and practices. The recent
revision of the 3-year curriculum of the Department of Architecture is a good example. Once the internal
revision was complete, the departmental committee voted for a peer review by eminent academics from
abroad. The department sought and engaged four experts (3 from US, 1 from Turkey) and incorporated
their advices and suggestions for the final version. Experts from US (Donna Robertson, Dean, IIT Chicago,
Bashir Kazimee, Professor, Washington State University, Pullman, WA), recognized the strong resemblance
with US programs and proposed aligning the curriculum closely to the NAAB model by increasing
Humanities courses, increasing the credit hour for Design I and II and making all important theory courses 3
credit hours. They also encouraged the college to gauge the program qualitatively by applying for NAAB
'Substantial Equivalency' in due course. The final curriculum load was raised to 170 credit hours to fit these
changes, and after due deliberation by the college deanship. This was agreed upon and established for all
the departments of the college.
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The department has a series of small working committees, each constituting an 'Emphasis Group' consisting
of faculty members based on specialization and expertise, periodically review course description, its
delivery, fair grading and other related issues of attendance, class discipline or violations, plagiarism issues.
These are:
DESIGN GROUP: Coordinators of Design Studios, instructors of Design Method courses. The
chairman coordinates this group.
HISTORY/THEORY GROUP: Instructors of Theory of Architecture courses, Housing and Settlement,
Urban Design Theory and Contemporary Issues. (Chaired by Prof. Imamuddin).
CONSTRUCTION GROUP: Instructors of Construction System courses, Contract Document, Project
Management and Surveying courses. (Chaired by Prof. Hussain)
ENVIRONMENTAL GROUP: Instructors of Environmental system courses, CAD modeling course.
(Chaired by Dr. Hefnawy).
CONSERVATION GROUP: Dr. Mashary (Chair), Dr. Musallum and Dr.Wadee Gehlani
SPC Committee: Prof. Imamuddin (Chair), Prof. Oweid and Dr. Hefnawi
STUDIO SUPERVISORY Committee: (Chair), Dr. Hussain, Students’ representative.
SPC Committee: Imamuddin (Chair), Oweid, Hefnawi

Other than these committees, the chairman can and does, as need arise, form committees to investigate
and propose remedial measures. Issues like moderating the exam questions and consistency in grading are
investigated and reported to the chairman. There are many instances of the chairman, using his prerogative
to address such issues. The recommendations are placed in the departmental committee, debated and if
accepted, become part of the departmental practice or policy.
The University has other mandatory requirements. All faculty have to file, at the end of each semester, an
"Annual Assessment Report," an intensive and detailed standardized form listing all their academic
activities, teaching loads, research and publication, and other pertaining information. This is used by the
university authorities to measure faculty (and college) performance, tenure etc.
For the past years, the college (all departments) has had to prepare documents on self-assessment and
improvement for the NCAAA (National Commission for Academic Accreditation and Assessment). This is a
national accreditation committee for all Saudi Arabian universities, which has established an on-going
process to be completed within a specified period. It is an elaborate and exhaustive assessment, mandated
by the Ministry of Higher Education for all disciples and specializations. The NCAAA applies the standards
and conditions defined in the “Handbook for Quality Assurance and Accreditation in Saudi Arabia,” which
states in its introduction that “The Commission is committed to a strategy of encouraging, supporting, and
evaluating the quality assurance processes of post-secondary institutions to ensure that quality of learning
and management of institutions are equivalent to the highest international standards.” This process
provides a framework for the program to pursue self-evaluation with respect to each of the areas cover
under the “Five Perspectives” discussed in section I.1.3 of this APR.
The NCAAA has a set procedure for continuous self-assessment, in a standardized format. Briefly, every
course instructor has to produce a ‘Course Specification Report’ at the beginning of the semester and a
‘Course Report’ at the end of the semester. The first, (linked to the ‘Course Report from the previous
semester) clarifies the learning objective and the content structure, delivery tools and grade distribution. At
the end of the course, the report highlights how the objective was met, justifying the grade distribution,
response to students’ evaluation to the course, etc. The university has attained the NCAAA accreditation,
but each program must separately have to attain this recognition and department of Architecture program
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has a timeline set by the Deanship ( http://www.uod.edu.sa/en/administration/deanships/deanship-ofquality-and-academic-accreditation ) . This is an on-going process, necessary documentations and details
will be presented in the Team Room.
In August, 2015, Dean & Professor Christine Theodoropoulos and Director & Professor Thomas Fowler and Cal
Poly State University, San Luis Obispo, CA reviewed the program in depth and offered some learned
observations and recommendations. The relevant sections and recommendations are included in PART III of this
report. The complete report will be placed in the Team Room.

I.2.1 Human Resources & Human Resource Development
Social Equity and Diversity
The University of Dammam is a publicly funded university and by its charter, open to all Saudis on successful
completion of 12 years of schooling. Admission is strictly based on merit; college-level students' receive a
monthly stipend, subsidized food and board. UD attracts students from all regions of Saudi Arabia and from
other gulf countries on full Saudi government scholarship. Saudi society is homogeneous in ethnic, linguistic
and cultural terms, without differentiating racial or ethnic seams. This socio-religious egalitarianism is the
foundation of the common faith. There are of course regional and economic differentiations but this is
mitigated by the fact that education, like health is universally accessible and completely free. University
acceptance is on the basis of the applicant's merit and the entry threshold is sets by each institution.
The College of Architecture & Planning maintains a diversity policy among the instructors. Almost one-half
of the instructors are expatriates from different countries and cultures. The university, recognizing the
benefit of exposing students to a global range of ideas and options, offers incentives and benefits to attract
foreign faculty.
Faculty/Staff
University Total Faculty: The University of Dammam currently includes 2,383 total faculties, categorized as
follows: http://www.moe.gov.sa/en/studyinside/universitiesStatistics/Pages/default.aspx
University of Dammam

120 Professor
276 Assoc. Professor
933 Asst. Professor
393 Lecturer
624 Instructors
37 Teachers
2,383 Total Faculty

Department of Architecture Faculty:
The Department of Architecture currently (2016) has a strength of 36 (thirty six)
Professors
9
Associate Professor
5
Assistant professor
11
Lecturer
12
There are also 10 TAs (2 abroad on higher studies). One professor (Dr. Naim) is currently on deputation (National
Commission on Heritage and Tourism) and 2 lecturers (Mahmood, Shaikh) on study leave.
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Faculty Distribution among Departments 2015 (1435-36 H)
Department

Professor

Associate Assistant Lecturer
Teaching
Professor Professor
Assistance
Architecture Saudi
4
3
7
2
15
Expatriate 3
4
5
2
Building
Saudi
2
7
6
8
Technology Expatriate 1
4
2
3
Urban
Saudi
4
3
4
4
7
Planning
Expatriate 3
4
1
Landscape
Saudi
2
3
4
5
Architecture Expatriate 1
2
Interior
Saudi
2
1
6
Architecture Expatriate 1
2
1
Total
Saudi
10
8
21
14
43
Expatriate 6
8
13
12
Source: Annual Report 1435-36H, Dean of the College of Architecture & Planning.

Total
31
14
23
10
22
8
14
3
9
4
99
39

Faculty Distribution among Departments 2014 (1434-35 H)
Department

Professor

Associate Assistant Lecturer
Teaching
Professor Professor
Assistance
Architecture Saudi
6
1
7
3
14
Expatriate 2
4
2
2
-Building
Saudi
2
7
3
9
Technology Expatriate 1
4
2
7
Urban
Saudi
4
3
3
3
9
Planning
Expatriate 3
5
1
Landscape
Saudi
2
3
4
5
Architecture Expatriate 1
1
Interior
Saudi
1
1
6
Architecture Expatriate 3
1
Total
Saudi
10
8
21
14
43
Expatriate 6
8
13
12
Source: Annual Report 1434-35H, Dean of the College of Architecture & Planning

Total
31
10
21
14
22
9
14
2
8
4
99
39

Faculty Resources:
Faculties have access to funded research and bursary from KACST (King Abdulaziz City for Science and
Technology). The teaching assistants and lecturers are automatically granted full scholarship for study
abroad for the full duration of the program. King Abdullah Scholarship Program is open to all high
scoring graduating students, teaching assistants and lecturers. The university encourages research and
subsidizes travel and board for the faculties. This is requirement for faculty promotion and tenure and
reviewed annually by the dean.
KACST (King Abdulaziz City for Science and Technology)
http://www.kacst.edu.sa/en/about/Pages/default.aspx
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Vision:
To be a world-class science and technology organization that fosters innovation and promotes knowledge-based
society in the Kingdom.
KACST Mission:
To develop and invest in the national science, technology, and innovation eco-system to promote
knowledge-based society that serves the Kingdom’s sustainable development, through:
• Formulating national policies and plans for science, technology, and innovation
• Coordinating science, technology, and innovation activities nationally
• Conducting applied research and technology development
• Providing support to scientific research and technology development in the kingdom
• Investing in technology development and commercialization
• Establishing and fostering local, regional, and international cooperation and partnerships for
technology transfer, localization, and development
• Promoting, fostering, and investing in intellectual property
• Providing consultation and innovative solutions

Faculty Time Management: All faculties have to post an approved work schedule of 35 hours on their office
door. This includes course load, office and committee work, student advising etc. Every faculty is assigned
about 6 students whose progress he has to monitor and advise in matters of performance, attendance,
course prerequisites, etc.
The convention has been for theory courses (3 contact hours) has to be delivered in 2 separate sessions on
separate days. A 2-hour lecture class is followed by 1- hour tutorial and group discussion on the lecture
material on a separate day.

Example: Faculty Timesheet for weekly workload posted on the door of faculty office.
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Faculty Promotion: The requirements for the promotion of faculty as set by the ministry of Higher Education
(MOHE), and they are uniformly applicable for all publicly funded institutions of higher learning. Each university
has some leeway, and the Search and Recruitment Committee has autonomy in making appointments, but these
must be approved by the MOHE. There is greater flexibility in appointments of expatriate faculty, as they are
employed on a yearly contract. Saudi positions are tenure appointments.
The following minimum qualifications are required for all professorial ranks of the University of Dammam
faculty. For research, the minimum qualifications are determined on the basis of a specific number of “units”. A
scholarly work is to be counted as “1 unit” if it is single authored; “1/2 unit” if it has two authors. If the research
was carried out by more than two individuals, it will be regarded as “1/2 unit” for the principal author and “1/4
unit” for each of the others. If another collective work is considered for promotion, then it will count as “1/4
unit” for each researcher.
In determining the minimum number of units, the following categories and rules should be considered:
1. Papers in internationally recognized refereed journals; a minimum of one unit is required.
2. Papers in refereed proceedings in international conferences and specialized symposia; a maximum of
one unit is accepted.
3. Refereed, published, or accepted for publication technical reports from specialized university research
centers; a maximum of one unit is accepted.
4. Refereed textbooks and reference books; a maximum of one unit is accepted.
5. Refereed authentication reviews of rare books; a maximum of one unit is accepted.
6. Refereed translations of specialized scientific books; a maximum of one unit is accepted.
7. Refereed books and research reports published by scientific societies/authorities approved by the
Scientific Council; a maximum of one unit is accepted.
8. Inventions and novelties that have patents from recognized patent agencies ap- proved by the
Scientific Council.
9. Distinguished creative activities according to a basis recommended by the Scientific Council and
approved by the University Board; a maximum of one unit is accepted.
1. Assistant Professor
A candidate for this rank must show promise of successful research performance. Publications resulting from his
Ph.D. dissertation may be accepted as evidence of such promise. In addition, it is desirable that he has some
teaching experience at the university level. Faculty members applying for promotion will be evaluated on the
basis of the following:
1. Teaching
2. Research and Scientific Contributions
3. University, Departmental and Public Service
2. Associate Professor
Four or more years of successful teaching and research at a recognized University, subsequent to attaining the
requisite degree, are required; of which at least a one-year service in a Saudi University is required. An Associate
Professor should demonstrate mature and independent scholarship. Research and other scholarly activities
should indicate creativity, significance and effectiveness. The candidate for promotion must satisfy the following
minimum requirements in Research and Scientific Contributions:
Four published and/or accepted-for-publication units; two of these units, at least, must be single authored
(exceptions to single-authorship in some fields will be determined by the University Board).
In determining the minimum number of units, it must be ascertained that Research and Scientific Contributions
were published or accepted-for-publications while the candidate was at the rank of Assistant Professor.
Furthermore, it must be ascertained that material submitted for consideration for promotion must have been
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published or accepted-for-publication in more than one publication channel (i.e. different journal publishers and
different university and scientific establishments). It must also be ascertained that material submitted for
consideration is not exactly extracted from the candidate’s MS-thesis, Ph.D.-dissertation or previous
publications.
3. Professor
Eight or more years of successful teaching and research work at a recognized University subsequent to attaining
the requisite degree are required. Candidates applying for promotion to this rank must have at least four years
of service in the Associate Professor rank, of which at least a 1-year service in a Saudi University is required. In
promotion to this rank, contributions in teaching and service are important, however, the main emphasis is on
research and scholarly achievements. Thus all candidates to this rank must demonstrate that their research
achievements have had a recognized impact on the advancement of knowledge in their subject area. The
candidates for promotion to this rank must satisfy the following minimum requirements in Research and
Scientific Contributions:
Six published and/or accepted-for-publication units; three of these units, at least, must be single-authored.
In determining the minimum number of units, it must be ascertained that Research and Scientific Contributions
were published or accepted-for-publication while the candidate was at the rank of Associate Professor.
Furthermore, it must be ascertained that material submitted for consideration must have been published or
accepted-for-publication in more than one publication channel and not all channels are associated with one
single university or a single society. It must also be ascertained that material submitted for consideration is not
exactly extracted from the candidate’s M.S.-thesis, Ph.D.-dissertation, or previous publications.
Sabbatical Leave Policy: The Saudis are tenured appointment and in line with service conditions of tenured
positions in other universities. They can, after minimum 6 years of service can apply for a year of sabbatical.
They can also get unpaid leave, both with the consent and convenience of the college and university
authority. In fact many Saudi faculties take such leave, either to serve as advisor/expert to different
governmental agencies or gain professional experience working in the field. At any time few are on such
leave, shown 'on deputation' in the faculty list. Expatriate faculties are employed on a renewable annual
contract, in their case sabbatical leave is inapplicable but 'unpaid leave' either for academic or personal
grounds is granted. However, it is subject to the departmental scrutiny on the merit of the request.
Students
University total Students
University of Dammam (2014)

32155 Students (Male)
2123 Students (Female)
30234 Total Students
http://www.moe.gov.sa/en/studyinside/universitiesStatistics/Pages/default.aspx

Formal education from preschool to university is universal and free. University student also receive a monthly
bursary of SR 1000 per month, free textbooks and stationary. Students also receive free hostel accommodation
or rent subsidy.
The University of Dammam is open to any Saudi citizen who has successfully completed Secondary schooling.
The transcript must show that there grades were 85% or higher with a cumulative GPA of 4 (out of 5). Applicants
to University (colleges and schools) also need sit for Aptitude and proficiency test, conducted by National Center
for Assessment in Higher Education (Qiyas). Applicants to science programs (incl. Architecture) must also sit for
Achievement Test, a standardized college admission testing modeled after US evaluation system.
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The UD application threshold is based on the following weighted scores:
General Aptitude Test: 30%
Achievement Test:
30%
High School Transcript: 40%
Based on above criteria, the top applicants are preliminary acceptance in the 'Engineering track' . The placement
is based on the carrier choices and college preference listed in the application, higher score placed in their
preferred College. The exact distribution among the departments for the past 3 years is detailed in I.1.3
Response to 5 Perspective: B. Architectural Education and Students. The College of Architecture intake has been
around 160-200 student, students who have successfully completed the Preparatory year.

References:
National Center for Assessment in Higher Education (Qiyas)
http://www.qiyas.sa/Sites/English/Pages/default.aspx
Qiyas center aims to provide for a number of assessment tests. General Aptitude Test, a.k.a. Qudrat test,
for high school students and graduates is the most prominent and known among these tests. All national
universities and higher education colleges, and also some military colleges and technical and vocational
colleges, recognize and accept it as a complementary measure besides high school grade in both streams
of science and arts. The test quantifies the aptitude that a student would pursue higher education career
in specific colleges and majors. Test are: (1) General Aptitude Test and (2) Achievement Test for Science
Colleges.
Qiyas assessments had gained acceptance amongst higher education institutions in the Arabian Gulf
region and in some countries including United Kingdom and the United States. Ministry makes use of it
as a good indicator for scholarship applicants at King Abdullah Foreign Scholarships Program.
National Commission for Academic Accreditation & Assessment (NCAAA)
http://ncaaa.org.sa/en/GeneralServices/Pages/ImportantLinks.aspx
The commission aims at assessing and accrediting all post-secondary education institutions and
programs. Its requirements include several criteria of institutions' in-house assessment, alignment with
national framework for qualifications, and complying with quality measures in aspects of programs,
student management, institution management and faculty management. In the last three years, many
experts from Europe, America and Australia have aided the commission where it was exposed to
countries national models for assessment, accreditation and quality assurance. This inceptional work
commenced and was followed by preliminary assessment. The commission will be an information
clearinghouse for quality in the higher education institutions whether governmental or private.
Scholarships for Study Abroad
https://www.mohe.gov.sa/en/studyaboard/King-Abdulla-hstages/Pages/default.aspx
The government allocated for the scholarship program is more than 7 billion riyals to support applicants
to prestigious universities in a number of countries such as USA, Britain, Germany, Canada, Italy, Spain,
Holland, Australia, New Zealand, France, Japan, Malaysia, China, India, Singapore, and South Korea.
More than eighteen thousand scholarship students over the past years (1425 AH /1426 AH / 1427 AH /
1428 AH ) and more than seven thousand five hundred students under completion of their course of
studies. King Abdullah Scholarship Program aims to achieve a distinctive quality deliverables from the
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global output of higher education in disciplines needed in the country and qualifications including
bachelor's, master's, doctorates and medical fellowships.
Saudi Arabian Cultural Mission (SACM)
http://www.sacm-usa.gov.sa/
The Saudi Arabian Cultural Mission (SACM), implements Saudi national educational and training policies
to provide our country with qualified individuals capable of achieving the country's goals of progress and
development. We strive to provide our students with the best possible educational opportunities at the
best educational institutions in the U.S.A. We support our students academically and financially so that
they may concentrate on achieving their academic goals. We also collect and disseminate information
that reflects Saudi culture, tradition, and heritage through our active participation in academic, cultural,
and social activities.
Student Scholarship and Benefits
The university provides full scholarships for students with different nationalities around the world including the
courses, housing & transportations where they get monthly payment just like Saudi students.
University Scholarships – Per Month
Students receive a fixed bursary from the government during the period they are enrolled. This is a national
policy, application to all students in the State/National universities.

•
•

Qualification

Payment

Saudi Students ( Science high school education )

1000 S.R

Saudi Students (Arts high school education )

850 S.R

The university provides that amount of payment directly to student private bank account.
10 S.R of each student goes to the “student’s box “where it supports students activities.

Student advising and counseling: Faculty members were obligated to advice/monitor set of number of students
as part of their weekly workload. However, the university now has a separate body, staffed with professionals
and experts dealing not just with academic matters but mental and emotional health.
http://www.uod.edu.sa/en/administration/centers/university-counseling-center
The Saudi architectural firms are keen accept students as interns, this is a academic requirement (Professional
Training) and opportunity for the firms to scout for talents for later employment. The Saudi government policy
(Nitaqat) is to enforce firms and consultancy services to employ a mandatory percentage of Saudi nationals.
Establishments unable to meet the specified level automatically lose their trade license. In recent years, the
beneficial effect of this policy has been total employment of college graduates.
Housing Benefit: Student Housing is administered by the Department of Student Services (Student Housing
Department, in accordance with rules and regulations. Students are provided free apartment housing. Until
now, they have been housed in buildings rented by the university outside the campus. This will change as soon
as construction of the new housing portion of the new campus (University City) is complete, at which time
students will be relocated to these facilities.
Health Insurance: All students & Faculty members can get free health and hospital care, free prescription drug
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and medication at nearby Kin Fahad Teaching Hospital. The university will hand over the present facility to
government Health Ministry when it relocates to the new University Hospital, now under construction within
the university campus.

King Fahad Teaching Hospital (Khobar)

University Hospital (under construction)

Studio and Lab availability: The university’s design studios & labs are available 24 hours for students.
Teaching Assistantships: TAs participate in research under faculty supervision. TAs are much sought after by
faculties, first as research assistant working on his research or paper for publication. This may lead to
supervision of a graduate thesis at a later date.
Lectures, Field Trips, and other Student Resources (also discussed and referenced under section I.1.3.B
Architectural Education and Students):
Lecture (example): Mohammad Humawaih "Influence of local architects in the development of
contemporary architectural vocabulary'. This was part of preparing Design V students and focused on
the studio exercise. 29 September 2013.
The Second Forum on Traffic Safety: National Partnership and Corporate Social Responsibility
Organized by the Saudi Traffic Safety Society in collaboration with College of Architecture and Planning,
University of Dammam, Saudi Aramco, King Abdulaziz City of Science and Technology. Held at the
Sheraton hotel, Dammam, 4-6 November 2013.
Ongoing fieldwork on sustainability (Energy load of UD Faculty Housing Campus) in collaboration with
Deutsche Gesellschaft fuer Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH; Sitz der Gesellschaft Bonn und
Eschborn/Registered offices Bonn and Eschborn, Germany. A climate study station (with equipment,
sensors and computers) has been installed in the college. Prof. Khalid Shaibani has supervised the
building up of this lab with is integrated with the graduate studies program.
Visit from University of Kuwait: Faculties and students of the College of Architecture, University of
Kuwait paid a return visit to UD. Prof. Mashary Al-Naim, (Advisor, National Heritage Commission) gave a
talk on historical conservation, in the academia and in field, to the visitors. Chairman Dr. Ibrahim hosted
their tour of the college and the new campus. November 2, 2013.
Memorandum of Understanding with King Fahd University of Petroleum and Minerals: The
department of Architecture UD has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the
department of Architecture, King Fahd University of Petroleum and Minerals (KFUPM) Dhahran to
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conduct jointly design studios, pooling faculties and students of the two institution. First such common
studio is planned for the next academic year.
Field Trips:
Students visited Athens and participated in an urban design workshop (mentioned in detail earlier)
10 students of architecture, selected on the basis of their academic proficiency, will be visiting the
premier regional exhibition in Dubai. They are part of a larger group from the college and the trip is
funded by the university.
" The Big 5 2013 - International Building and Construction Show" No. 25-28, 2013
http://www.thebig5.ae/page.cfm/link=35.
Participation in the Professional Society: Our successful graduates are, after few years of training can be
member of 'Saudi Engineering Committee' the only formally recognized body for all engineering professions.
Though the body is in its infancy, yet to mature into full-fledged 'Institute of Architects and Engineers' its
membership is necessary for applying for governmental projects and consultancy.
The Saudi Council of Engineers is a Saudi Arabian professional body intended to promote the
engineering profession, develop and upgrade its standards and those practicing it. It operates under the
supervision of Ministry of Commerce with headquarters in Riyadh.
The organization's main responsibilities are:
• Setting criteria and standards
• Profession development
• Setting license terms and conditions
• Setting rules, regulations
•

Conducting examinations for obtaining professional Status

•

http://www.saudieng.sa/English/pages/default.aspx
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34
2nd. Semester 2014-15
36 H

1st. Semester 2014-15
36 H

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Professional Education Courses only

Design Studios

1435-

1435-

2nd. Semester 2015-16 143637 H

Design, Architecturtal
conservation,

Summary of Expertise

Abu H. Imamuddin Design, Housing, Urban

Fa cul ty Me mbe r

Bachelor of Architecture

Concept of Structure: ARCH-211
Environmental Design: ARCH 231
Environmental Design II: ARCH 232
Design Methods: ARCH 251
CAD Applications: ARCH 241
Construction Sys. & Materials: ARCH 212
Environmental Controls I: ARCH 222
Site Planning: ARCH 341
CAD & GIS Applications: ARCH 242
Structure I: ARCH 316
Construction Sys. & Assb: ARCH 321
Advanced Des. Meth.: ARCH 311
History & Theory I: ARCH 331
Computer Modeling: Arch. 351
Structure II: ARCH 342
Env. Control Systems: ARCH 322
History & Theory II: ARCH 332
Cont. Doc. & Work Dwg.: ARCH 431
Housing & Settlement: ARCH 411
History & Theory III: ARCH 421
Project Management: ARCH 442
Issues in Urban Design: ARCH 412
Contemporary Issues: ARCH 521
Research & Programming: ARCH 511
Professional Practice: ARCH 512

Design I: ARCH-121
Design II:ARCH-122
Design III: ARCH-201
Design IV: ARCH-202
Design V: ARCH-301
Design VI: ARCH-302
Design VII: ARCH-401
Design VIII: ARCH-402
Design IX: ARCH-501
Design X: ARCH-502

Note: Faculty matrices not include graduate courses, thesis supervision, and other administrative loads. All faculties have
to post a 35 hours/week load schedule.

Faculty Credentials Matrix
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35
2nd. Semester 2014-15
36 H

1st. Semester 2014-15
36 H

1435-

1435-

2nd. Semester 2015-16 143637 H

Design theory, sustainability
and smart building systems.

Ahmed Rashwan

X

X
X
X
X

Professional Education Courses only

Design Studios

1st. Semester 2015-16 1436-37
H

Summary of Expertise

Fa cul ty Member

Bachelor of Architecture

Concept of Structure: ARCH-211
Environmental Design: ARCH 231
Environmental Design II: ARCH 232
Design Methods: ARCH 251
CAD Applications: ARCH 241
Construction Sys. & Materials: ARCH 212
Environmental Controls I: ARCH 222
Site Planning: ARCH 341
CAD & GIS Applications: ARCH 242
Structure I: ARCH 316
Construction Sys. & Assb: ARCH 321
Advanced Des. Meth.: ARCH 311
History & Theory I: ARCH 331
Computer Modeling: Arch. 351
Structure II: ARCH 342
Env. Control Systems: ARCH 322
History & Theory II: ARCH 332
Cont. Doc. & Work Dwg.: ARCH 431
Housing & Settlement: ARCH 411
History & Theory III: ARCH 421
Project Management: ARCH 442
Issues in Urban Design: ARCH 412
Contemporary Issues: ARCH 521
Research & Programming: ARCH 511
Professional Practice: ARCH 512

Design I: ARCH-121
Design II:ARCH-122
Design III: ARCH-201
Design IV: ARCH-202
Design V: ARCH-301
Design VI: ARCH-302
Design VII: ARCH-401
Design VIII: ARCH-402
Design IX: ARCH-501
Design X: ARCH-502
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36
2nd. Semester 2014-15
36 H

1st. Semester 2014-15
36 H

1435-

1435-

2nd. Semester 2015-16 143637 H

Sustainable Built
Environment, Energy
Consumption in Urban
Buildings, Urban
Microclimate, Indoor and
Outdoor Thermal Comfort.

Badran M.
Alzenifeer

1st. Semester 2015-16 1436-37
H

Summary of Expertise

Fa cul ty Member

Bachelor of Architecture

X

X

X
X

X

Design Studios

X

Professional Education Courses only

Concept of Structure: ARCH-211
Environmental Design: ARCH 231
Environmental Design II: ARCH 232
Design Methods: ARCH 251
CAD Applications: ARCH 241
Construction Sys. & Materials: ARCH 212
Environmental Controls I: ARCH 222
Site Planning: ARCH 341
CAD & GIS Applications: ARCH 242
Structure I: ARCH 316
Construction Sys. & Assb: ARCH 321
Advanced Des. Meth.: ARCH 311
History & Theory I: ARCH 331
Computer Modeling: Arch. 351
Structure II: ARCH 342
Env. Control Systems: ARCH 322
History & Theory II: ARCH 332
Cont. Doc. & Work Dwg.: ARCH 431
Housing & Settlement: ARCH 411
History & Theory III: ARCH 421
Project Management: ARCH 442
Issues in Urban Design: ARCH 412
Contemporary Issues: ARCH 521
Research & Programming: ARCH 511
Professional Practice: ARCH 512

Design I: ARCH-121
Design II:ARCH-122
Design III: ARCH-201
Design IV: ARCH-202
Design V: ARCH-301
Design VI: ARCH-302
Design VII: ARCH-401
Design VIII: ARCH-402
Design IX: ARCH-501
Design X: ARCH-502
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37
2nd. Semester 2014-15
36 H

1st. Semester 2014-15
36 H

1435-

1435-

2nd. Semester 2015-16 143637 H

(for example) Design
theory, sustainability and
smart building systems.

Bhzad Sedawi

1st. Semester 2015-16 1436-37
H

Summary of Expertise

Fa cul ty Member

Bachelor of Architecture

x
x

Design Studios

x

Professional Education Courses only

Concept of Structure: ARCH-211
Environmental Design: ARCH 231
Environmental Design II: ARCH 232
Design Methods: ARCH 251
CAD Applications: ARCH 241
Construction Sys. & Materials: ARCH 212
Environmental Controls I: ARCH 222
Site Planning: ARCH 341
CAD & GIS Applications: ARCH 242
Structure I: ARCH 316
Construction Sys. & Assb: ARCH 321
Advanced Des. Meth.: ARCH 311
History & Theory I: ARCH 331
Computer Modeling: Arch. 351
Structure II: ARCH 342
Env. Control Systems: ARCH 322
History & Theory II: ARCH 332
Cont. Doc. & Work Dwg.: ARCH 431
Housing & Settlement: ARCH 411
History & Theory III: ARCH 421
Project Management: ARCH 442
Issues in Urban Design: ARCH 412
Contemporary Issues: ARCH 521
Research & Programming: ARCH 511
Professional Practice: ARCH 512

Design I: ARCH-121
Design II:ARCH-122
Design III: ARCH-201
Design IV: ARCH-202
Design V: ARCH-301
Design VI: ARCH-302
Design VII: ARCH-401
Design VIII: ARCH-402
Design IX: ARCH-501
Design X: ARCH-502
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38
2nd. Semester 2014-15
36 H

1st. Semester 2014-15
36 H

1435-

1435-

2nd. Semester 2015-16 143637 H

Education of architectural
design, Environmental
control systems ( daylight,
aertrificial light) building
services. Architecutural
programming

Egal K Aljofi

X

X

X

X

X

Professional Education Courses only

Design Studios

1st. Semester 2015-16 1436-37
H

Summary of Expertise

Fa cul ty Member

Bachelor of Architecture

Concept of Structure: ARCH-211
Environmental Design: ARCH 231
Environmental Design II: ARCH 232
Design Methods: ARCH 251
CAD Applications: ARCH 241
Construction Sys. & Materials: ARCH 212
Environmental Controls I: ARCH 222
Site Planning: ARCH 341
CAD & GIS Applications: ARCH 242
Structure I: ARCH 316
Construction Sys. & Assb: ARCH 321
Advanced Des. Meth.: ARCH 311
History & Theory I: ARCH 331
Computer Modeling: Arch. 351
Structure II: ARCH 342
Env. Control Systems: ARCH 322
History & Theory II: ARCH 332
Cont. Doc. & Work Dwg.: ARCH 431
Housing & Settlement: ARCH 411
History & Theory III: ARCH 421
Project Management: ARCH 442
Issues in Urban Design: ARCH 412
Contemporary Issues: ARCH 521
Research & Programming: ARCH 511
Professional Practice: ARCH 512

Design I: ARCH-121
Design II:ARCH-122
Design III: ARCH-201
Design IV: ARCH-202
Design V: ARCH-301
Design VI: ARCH-302
Design VII: ARCH-401
Design VIII: ARCH-402
Design IX: ARCH-501
Design X: ARCH-502
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39
2nd. Semester 2014-15
36 H

1st. Semester 2014-15
36 H

1435-

1435-

2nd. Semester 2015-16 143637 H

Environment and Energy,
Sustainability, Low income
Housing, Disasters and
Resilient buildings.

Fuad H Mallick

1st. Semester 2015-16 1436-37
H

Summary of Expertise

Fa cul ty Member

Bachelor of Architecture

X
X

Design Studios

X

Professional Education Courses only

Concept of Structure: ARCH-211
Environmental Design: ARCH 231
Environmental Design II: ARCH 232
Design Methods: ARCH 251
CAD Applications: ARCH 241
Construction Sys. & Materials: ARCH 212
Environmental Controls I: ARCH 222
Site Planning: ARCH 341
CAD & GIS Applications: ARCH 242
Structure I: ARCH 316
Construction Sys. & Assb: ARCH 321
Advanced Des. Meth.: ARCH 311
History & Theory I: ARCH 331
Computer Modeling: Arch. 351
Structure II: ARCH 342
Env. Control Systems: ARCH 322
History & Theory II: ARCH 332
Cont. Doc. & Work Dwg.: ARCH 431
Housing & Settlement: ARCH 411
History & Theory III: ARCH 421
Project Management: ARCH 442
Issues in Urban Design: ARCH 412
Contemporary Issues: ARCH 521
Research & Programming: ARCH 511
Professional Practice: ARCH 512

Design I: ARCH-121
Design II:ARCH-122
Design III: ARCH-201
Design IV: ARCH-202
Design V: ARCH-301
Design VI: ARCH-302
Design VII: ARCH-401
Design VIII: ARCH-402
Design IX: ARCH-501
Design X: ARCH-502
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40
2nd. Semester 2014-15
36 H

1st. Semester 2014-15
36 H

1435-

1435-

2nd. Semester 2015-16 143637 H

1st. Semester 2015-16 1436-37
H

heritage preservation.

Summary of Expertise

Environmental design and
GAMAL ABDELGHANY

Fa cul ty Member

Bachelor of Architecture

X

X

X

Design Studios

X

Professional Education Courses only

Concept of Structure: ARCH-211
Environmental Design: ARCH 231
Environmental Design II: ARCH 232
Design Methods: ARCH 251
CAD Applications: ARCH 241
Construction Sys. & Materials: ARCH 212
Environmental Controls I: ARCH 222
Site Planning: ARCH 341
CAD & GIS Applications: ARCH 242
Structure I: ARCH 316
Construction Sys. & Assb: ARCH 321
Advanced Des. Meth.: ARCH 311
History & Theory I: ARCH 331
Computer Modeling: Arch. 351
Structure II: ARCH 342
Env. Control Systems: ARCH 322
History & Theory II: ARCH 332
Cont. Doc. & Work Dwg.: ARCH 431
Housing & Settlement: ARCH 411
History & Theory III: ARCH 421
Project Management: ARCH 442
Issues in Urban Design: ARCH 412
Contemporary Issues: ARCH 521
Research & Programming: ARCH 511
Professional Practice: ARCH 512

Design I: ARCH-121
Design II:ARCH-122
Design III: ARCH-201
Design IV: ARCH-202
Design V: ARCH-301
Design VI: ARCH-302
Design VII: ARCH-401
Design VIII: ARCH-402
Design IX: ARCH-501
Design X: ARCH-502
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41
2nd. Semester 2014-15
36 H

1st. Semester 2014-15
36 H

1435-

1435-

2nd. Semester 2015-16 143637 H

Urban Design and Housing.

Iftekhar Khan

1st. Semester 2015-16 1436-37
H

Summary of Expertise

Fa cul ty Member

Bachelor of Architecture

X

X

X

X

X

Design Studios

X

Professional Education Courses only

Concept of Structure: ARCH-211
Environmental Design: ARCH 231
Environmental Design II: ARCH 232
Design Methods: ARCH 251
CAD Applications: ARCH 241
Construction Sys. & Materials: ARCH 212
Environmental Controls I: ARCH 222
Site Planning: ARCH 341
CAD & GIS Applications: ARCH 242
Structure I: ARCH 316
Construction Sys. & Assb: ARCH 321
Advanced Des. Meth.: ARCH 311
History & Theory I: ARCH 331
Computer Modeling: Arch. 351
Structure II: ARCH 342
Env. Control Systems: ARCH 322
History & Theory II: ARCH 332
Cont. Doc. & Work Dwg.: ARCH 431
Housing & Settlement: ARCH 411
History & Theory III: ARCH 421
Project Management: ARCH 442
Issues in Urban Design: ARCH 412
Contemporary Issues: ARCH 521
Research & Programming: ARCH 511
Professional Practice: ARCH 512

Design I: ARCH-121
Design II:ARCH-122
Design III: ARCH-201
Design IV: ARCH-202
Design V: ARCH-301
Design VI: ARCH-302
Design VII: ARCH-401
Design VIII: ARCH-402
Design IX: ARCH-501
Design X: ARCH-502
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42
2nd. Semester 2014-15
36 H

1st. Semester 2014-15
36 H

1435-

1435-

2nd. Semester 2015-16 143637 H

CAD Applications,CAD & GIS
Applications & Computer

Islam Mostafa

1st. Semester 2015-16 1436-37
H

Summary of Expertise

Fa cul ty Member

Bachelor of Architecture

X
X
X

Design Studios

X

Professional Education Courses only

Concept of Structure: ARCH-211
Environmental Design: ARCH 231
Environmental Design II: ARCH 232
Design Methods: ARCH 251
CAD Applications: ARCH 241
Construction Sys. & Materials: ARCH 212
Environmental Controls I: ARCH 222
Site Planning: ARCH 341
CAD & GIS Applications: ARCH 242
Structure I: ARCH 316
Construction Sys. & Assb: ARCH 321
Advanced Des. Meth.: ARCH 311
History & Theory I: ARCH 331
Computer Modeling: Arch. 351
Structure II: ARCH 342
Env. Control Systems: ARCH 322
History & Theory II: ARCH 332
Cont. Doc. & Work Dwg.: ARCH 431
Housing & Settlement: ARCH 411
History & Theory III: ARCH 421
Project Management: ARCH 442
Issues in Urban Design: ARCH 412
Contemporary Issues: ARCH 521
Research & Programming: ARCH 511
Professional Practice: ARCH 512

Design I: ARCH-121
Design II:ARCH-122
Design III: ARCH-201
Design IV: ARCH-202
Design V: ARCH-301
Design VI: ARCH-302
Design VII: ARCH-401
Design VIII: ARCH-402
Design IX: ARCH-501
Design X: ARCH-502
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43
2nd. Semester 2014-15
36 H

1st. Semester 2014-15
36 H

1435-

1435-

2nd. Semester 2015-16 143637 H

Design theory, conservation
of building and history of
architecture

Mohamad Jalal
Istanbouli

1st. Semester 2015-16 1436-37
H

Summary of Expertise

Fa cul ty Member

Bachelor of Architecture

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

Design Studios

X

Professional Education Courses only

Concept of Structure: ARCH-211
Environmental Design: ARCH 231
Environmental Design II: ARCH 232
Design Methods: ARCH 251
CAD Applications: ARCH 241
Construction Sys. & Materials: ARCH 212
Environmental Controls I: ARCH 222
Site Planning: ARCH 341
CAD & GIS Applications: ARCH 242
Structure I: ARCH 316
Construction Sys. & Assb: ARCH 321
Advanced Des. Meth.: ARCH 311
History & Theory I: ARCH 331
Computer Modeling: Arch. 351
Structure II: ARCH 342
Env. Control Systems: ARCH 322
History & Theory II: ARCH 332
Cont. Doc. & Work Dwg.: ARCH 431
Housing & Settlement: ARCH 411
History & Theory III: ARCH 421
Project Management: ARCH 442
Issues in Urban Design: ARCH 412
Contemporary Issues: ARCH 521
Research & Programming: ARCH 511
Professional Practice: ARCH 512

Design I: ARCH-121
Design II:ARCH-122
Design III: ARCH-201
Design IV: ARCH-202
Design V: ARCH-301
Design VI: ARCH-302
Design VII: ARCH-401
Design VIII: ARCH-402
Design IX: ARCH-501
Design X: ARCH-502
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44
2nd. Semester 2014-15
36 H

1st. Semester 2014-15
36 H

1435-

1435-

2nd. Semester 2015-16 143637 H

Urban Design, sustainable
architecture, building energy
and thermal simulation

1st. Semester 2015-16 1436-37
H

Summary of Expertise

Mohammed
Alhefnawy

X
X

X

X
X

X
X

Professional Education Courses only

Design Studios

Fa cul ty Member

Bachelor of Architecture

Concept of Structure: ARCH-211
Environmental Design: ARCH 231
Environmental Design II: ARCH 232
Design Methods: ARCH 251
CAD Applications: ARCH 241
Construction Sys. & Materials: ARCH 212
Environmental Controls I: ARCH 222
Site Planning: ARCH 341
CAD & GIS Applications: ARCH 242
Structure I: ARCH 316
Construction Sys. & Assb: ARCH 321
Advanced Des. Meth.: ARCH 311
History & Theory I: ARCH 331
Computer Modeling: Arch. 351
Structure II: ARCH 342
Env. Control Systems: ARCH 322
History & Theory II: ARCH 332
Cont. Doc. & Work Dwg.: ARCH 431
Housing & Settlement: ARCH 411
History & Theory III: ARCH 421
Project Management: ARCH 442
Issues in Urban Design: ARCH 412
Contemporary Issues: ARCH 521
Research & Programming: ARCH 511
Professional Practice: ARCH 512

Design I: ARCH-121
Design II:ARCH-122
Design III: ARCH-201
Design IV: ARCH-202
Design V: ARCH-301
Design VI: ARCH-302
Design VII: ARCH-401
Design VIII: ARCH-402
Design IX: ARCH-501
Design X: ARCH-502
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45
2nd. Semester 2014-15
36 H

1st. Semester 2014-15
36 H

1435-

1435-

2nd. Semester 2015-16 143637 H

1st. Semester 2015-16 1436-37
H

design, Graphic Programs &
Working Drawings

Summary of Expertise

Mohamed Fakhry Design theory, Hospital

Fa cul ty Member

Bachelor of Architecture

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

Design Studios

X

Professional Education Courses only

Concept of Structure: ARCH-211
Environmental Design: ARCH 231
Environmental Design II: ARCH 232
Design Methods: ARCH 251
CAD Applications: ARCH 241
Construction Sys. & Materials: ARCH 212
Environmental Controls I: ARCH 222
Site Planning: ARCH 341
CAD & GIS Applications: ARCH 242
Structure I: ARCH 316
Construction Sys. & Assb: ARCH 321
Advanced Des. Meth.: ARCH 311
History & Theory I: ARCH 331
Computer Modeling: Arch. 351
Structure II: ARCH 342
Env. Control Systems: ARCH 322
History & Theory II: ARCH 332
Cont. Doc. & Work Dwg.: ARCH 431
Housing & Settlement: ARCH 411
History & Theory III: ARCH 421
Project Management: ARCH 442
Issues in Urban Design: ARCH 412
Contemporary Issues: ARCH 521
Research & Programming: ARCH 511
Professional Practice: ARCH 512

Design I: ARCH-121
Design II:ARCH-122
Design III: ARCH-201
Design IV: ARCH-202
Design V: ARCH-301
Design VI: ARCH-302
Design VII: ARCH-401
Design VIII: ARCH-402
Design IX: ARCH-501
Design X: ARCH-502
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46
2nd. Semester 2014-15
36 H

1st. Semester 2014-15
36 H

1435-

1435-

2nd. Semester 2015-16 143637 H

1st. Semester 2015-16 1436-37
H

Summary of Expertise

Architectural Design.
Mohammad Mansour

Fa cul ty Member

Bachelor of Architecture

X

X

X

Design Studios

X

Professional Education Courses only

Concept of Structure: ARCH-211
Environmental Design: ARCH 231
Environmental Design II: ARCH 232
Design Methods: ARCH 251
CAD Applications: ARCH 241
Construction Sys. & Materials: ARCH 212
Environmental Controls I: ARCH 222
Site Planning: ARCH 341
CAD & GIS Applications: ARCH 242
Structure I: ARCH 316
Construction Sys. & Assb: ARCH 321
Advanced Des. Meth.: ARCH 311
History & Theory I: ARCH 331
Computer Modeling: Arch. 351
Structure II: ARCH 342
Env. Control Systems: ARCH 322
History & Theory II: ARCH 332
Cont. Doc. & Work Dwg.: ARCH 431
Housing & Settlement: ARCH 411
History & Theory III: ARCH 421
Project Management: ARCH 442
Issues in Urban Design: ARCH 412
Contemporary Issues: ARCH 521
Research & Programming: ARCH 511
Professional Practice: ARCH 512

Design I: ARCH-121
Design II:ARCH-122
Design III: ARCH-201
Design IV: ARCH-202
Design V: ARCH-301
Design VI: ARCH-302
Design VII: ARCH-401
Design VIII: ARCH-402
Design IX: ARCH-501
Design X: ARCH-502
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1st. Semester 2014-15
36 H
1435-

2nd. Semester 2015-16 143637 H

Planning and Designing the
U-Fab Lab, design for UOD
exhibitions and events.

Raed AlBanna

1st. Semester 2015-16 1436-37
H

Summary of Expertise

Fa cul ty Member

Bachelor of Architecture

X
X

Design Studios

X

Professional Education Courses only

Concept of Structure: ARCH-211
Environmental Design: ARCH 231
Environmental Design II: ARCH 232
Design Methods: ARCH 251
CAD Applications: ARCH 241
Construction Sys. & Materials: ARCH 212
Environmental Controls I: ARCH 222
Site Planning: ARCH 341
CAD & GIS Applications: ARCH 242
Structure I: ARCH 316
Construction Sys. & Assb: ARCH 321
Advanced Des. Meth.: ARCH 311
History & Theory I: ARCH 331
Computer Modeling: Arch. 351
Structure II: ARCH 342
Env. Control Systems: ARCH 322
History & Theory II: ARCH 332
Cont. Doc. & Work Dwg.: ARCH 431
Housing & Settlement: ARCH 411
History & Theory III: ARCH 421
Project Management: ARCH 442
Issues in Urban Design: ARCH 412
Contemporary Issues: ARCH 521
Research & Programming: ARCH 511
Professional Practice: ARCH 512

Design I: ARCH-121
Design II:ARCH-122
Design III: ARCH-201
Design IV: ARCH-202
Design V: ARCH-301
Design VI: ARCH-302
Design VII: ARCH-401
Design VIII: ARCH-402
Design IX: ARCH-501
Design X: ARCH-502
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1st. Semester 2015-16 1436-37
H
2nd. Semester 2015-16 1436-37
H

Design of Health Care Facilities

Dr. Rafiqul Hussain
Building Construction, Design Methods

Summary of Expertise

Faculty Member

Bachelor of Architecture

Design I: ARCH-121

Design Courses

x
x
x

x
x

Professional Educational Courses

Architecture Program Courses

Design II:ARCH-122
Design III: ARCH-201
Design IV: ARCH-202
Design V: ARCH-301
Design VI: ARCH-302
Design VII: ARCH-401
Design VIII: ARCH-402
Design IX: ARCH-501
Design X: ARCH-502
Concept of Structure: ARCH-211
Environmental Design: ARCH 231
Environmental Design II: ARCH 232
Design Methods: ARCH 251
CAD Applications: ARCH 241
Construction Sys. & Materials: ARCH 212
Environmental Controls I: ARCH 222
Site Planning: ARCH 341
CAD & GIS Applications: ARCH 242
Structure I: ARCH 316
Construction Sys. & Assb: ARCH 321
Advanced Des. Meth.: ARCH 311
History & Theory I: ARCH 331
Computer Modeling: Arch. 351
Structure II: ARCH 342
Env. Control Systems: ARCH 322
History & Theory II: ARCH 332
Cont. Doc. & Work Dwg.: ARCH 431
Housing & Settlement: ARCH 411
History & Theory III: ARCH 421
Project Management: ARCH 442
Issues in Urban Design: ARCH 412
Contemporary Issues: ARCH 521
Research & Programming: ARCH 511
Professional Practice: ARCH 512
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2nd. Semester 2014-15
36 H

1st. Semester 2014-15
36 H

1435-

1435-

2nd. Semester 2015-16 143637 H

1st. Semester 2015-16 1436-37
H

conservation

Summary of Expertise

Architecture
and building
Dr.Wadee Ahmed Ghanem
Al-Gehlani

Fa cul ty Member

Bachelor of Architecture

X

Design Studios

X

Professional Education Courses only

Concept of Structure: ARCH-211
Environmental Design: ARCH 231
Environmental Design II: ARCH 232
Design Methods: ARCH 251
CAD Applications: ARCH 241
Construction Sys. & Materials: ARCH 212
Environmental Controls I: ARCH 222
Site Planning: ARCH 341
CAD & GIS Applications: ARCH 242
Structure I: ARCH 316
Construction Sys. & Assb: ARCH 321
Advanced Des. Meth.: ARCH 311
History & Theory I: ARCH 331
Computer Modeling: Arch. 351
Structure II: ARCH 342
Env. Control Systems: ARCH 322
History & Theory II: ARCH 332
Cont. Doc. & Work Dwg.: ARCH 431
Housing & Settlement: ARCH 411
History & Theory III: ARCH 421
Project Management: ARCH 442
Issues in Urban Design: ARCH 412
Contemporary Issues: ARCH 521
Research & Programming: ARCH 511
Professional Practice: ARCH 512

Design I: ARCH-121
Design II:ARCH-122
Design III: ARCH-201
Design IV: ARCH-202
Design V: ARCH-301
Design VI: ARCH-302
Design VII: ARCH-401
Design VIII: ARCH-402
Design IX: ARCH-501
Design X: ARCH-502
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2nd. Semester 2014-15
36 H

1st. Semester 2014-15
36 H

1435-

1435-

2nd. Semester 2015-16 143637 H

Design theory, , traditional
architectre , housing

yousef alsuhaymi

1st. Semester 2015-16 1436-37
H

Summary of Expertise

Fa cul ty Member

Bachelor of Architecture

x
x
x x

Design Studios

x

Professional Education Courses only

Concept of Structure: ARCH-211
Environmental Design: ARCH 231
Environmental Design II: ARCH 232
Design Methods: ARCH 251
CAD Applications: ARCH 241
Construction Sys. & Materials: ARCH 212
Environmental Controls I: ARCH 222
Site Planning: ARCH 341
CAD & GIS Applications: ARCH 242
Structure I: ARCH 316
Construction Sys. & Assb: ARCH 321
Advanced Des. Meth.: ARCH 311
History & Theory I: ARCH 331
Computer Modeling: Arch. 351
Structure II: ARCH 342
Env. Control Systems: ARCH 322
History & Theory II: ARCH 332
Cont. Doc. & Work Dwg.: ARCH 431
Housing & Settlement: ARCH 411
History & Theory III: ARCH 421
Project Management: ARCH 442
Issues in Urban Design: ARCH 412
Contemporary Issues: ARCH 521
Research & Programming: ARCH 511
Professional Practice: ARCH 512

Design I: ARCH-121
Design II:ARCH-122
Design III: ARCH-201
Design IV: ARCH-202
Design V: ARCH-301
Design VI: ARCH-302
Design VII: ARCH-401
Design VIII: ARCH-402
Design IX: ARCH-501
Design X: ARCH-502
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2nd. Semester 2014-15
36 H

1st. Semester 2014-15
36 H

1435-

1435-

2nd. Semester 2015-16 143637 H

1st. Semester 2015-16 1436-37
H

design

Summary of Expertise

Zeyad Al-Swaidan Haelth care planning and

Fa cul ty Member

Bachelor of Architecture

X

X

X X

X

X X

Design Studios

X

Professional Education Courses only

Concept of Structure: ARCH-211
Environmental Design: ARCH 231
Environmental Design II: ARCH 232
Design Methods: ARCH 251
CAD Applications: ARCH 241
Construction Sys. & Materials: ARCH 212
Environmental Controls I: ARCH 222
Site Planning: ARCH 341
CAD & GIS Applications: ARCH 242
Structure I: ARCH 316
Construction Sys. & Assb: ARCH 321
Advanced Des. Meth.: ARCH 311
History & Theory I: ARCH 331
Computer Modeling: Arch. 351
Structure II: ARCH 342
Env. Control Systems: ARCH 322
History & Theory II: ARCH 332
Cont. Doc. & Work Dwg.: ARCH 431
Housing & Settlement: ARCH 411
History & Theory III: ARCH 421
Project Management: ARCH 442
Issues in Urban Design: ARCH 412
Contemporary Issues: ARCH 521
Research & Programming: ARCH 511
Professional Practice: ARCH 512

Design I: ARCH-121
Design II:ARCH-122
Design III: ARCH-201
Design IV: ARCH-202
Design V: ARCH-301
Design VI: ARCH-302
Design VII: ARCH-401
Design VIII: ARCH-402
Design IX: ARCH-501
Design X: ARCH-502
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I.2.2 Administrative Structure & Governance
The University of Dammam came into being in 2010 when King Faisal University (founded in 1975 by Royal
Decree, was separated into two independent universities. Today, the University of Dammam covers six
cities: Dammam, Jubail, Khafji, Khobar, Nu’Airiya, and Qatif. The university consists of 21 colleges, 165
specialization, 28698 students, 1644 faculty and 4735 staff member.
(https://issuu.com/universityofdammam/docs/uod_strategic_plan_final_10mar2015)
In 2014The governance of the university is under the auspices of the University Council, which assumes
responsibilities for the operation of the scientific, administrative and financial affairs, and application of the
General Policies of the University in accordance with its Rules & By-Laws. The Council consists of the
Minister of Higher Education, who serves as chair, and the University President (Rector) as Vice Chairman.
Members include the General Secretary of the Higher Education Council, the Vice Presidents of the
university, and the deans of the colleges and supporting deanships.
The overall governance structure for the University of Dammam follows the organization below:

As dean of one of the 10 colleges at the Dammam campus of the university, the Dean of the College of
Architecture & Planning sits as a member of the University Council. The College of Architecture & Planning
falls under the auspices of the University Deputy of Academic Affairs, who reports to the Vice Rector of
Academic Affairs.
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Figure showing a supportive relationship with Industry, Alumni and the Community, the Clusters and the Colleges.
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The College of Architecture & Planning is itself organized into five departments: Architecture; Urban and
Regional Planning; Building Technology; Landscape Architecture; and Interior Architecture. Since students in
the college working towards the Bachelor of Architecture degree begin in the first two years in shared
general education study and some shared design courses, administration within the college requires close
coordination of all areas, including curriculum development and faculty assignments. At the conclusion of
the second year, a selected group of students are admitted to continue in the architectural degree program.
The final three years encompass the design studio sequence and architectural and related coursework.
The departments within the College of Architecture & Planning offer the following degree:
• Bachelor of Architecture
• Bachelor of Urban & Regional Planning
• Bachelor of Landscape Architecture
• Bachelor of Interior Design
• Bachelor of Building Engineering
In addition, two-year post-graduate masters’ degrees are awarded in each of these disciplines. From this
year, the Department of Architecture has initiated the Ph.D. program with 5 female students. All are
Teaching Assistants/Lecturers in different colleges and have successfully completed their Master’s program.
The structure of the College of Architecture & Planning is illustrated as follows:
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The Dean of the College, Vice-Deans and Chairs of departments form the academic council overseeing the
running of the college. All departmental decisions, schedules, admission and examinations are discussed and
require the approval of this body, which is ultimately responsible to the higher university authority.
The Department of Architecture maintains the Departmental Committee (led by the Department Chair), which
reviews curriculum and evaluates studio and course outcomes. Each studio, comprising several instructors
selected for their expertise relative to a particular studio, is led by a studio coordinator. The studio coordinator
responds to the Departmental Committee with respect to studio evaluation and the written report prepared by
the external studio jurors for each studio.
In addition to the Department Committee, the Department of Architecture maintains a series of small working
committees (also described in Section I.1.5 Self-Assessment Procedures), each constituting an “Emphasis Group”
consisting of faculty members assigned on the basis of specialization and expertise. These working committees
periodically review course descriptions, delivery, fair grading, and other issues such as attendance, class
discipline or violations, or plagiarism issues. These are:
• Design Group (chaired by the Department Chair): Coordinators of Design Studios, instructors of Design
Method courses;
• History/theory Group (chaired by Professor Imamuddin): Instructors of Theory of Architecture courses,
Housing and Settlement, Urban Design Theory and Contemporary Issues;
• Construction Group (chaired by Professor Hussain): Instructors of Construction System courses, Contract
Documents, Project management and Surveying courses;
• Environmental Group (chaired by Dr. Hefnawy): Instructors of Environmental Systems courses, CAD
Modeling course.

•
•

Two other departmental committees were created to help with NAAB process.
Studio Supervisory Committee (Chair, Studio coordinators and student representative)
SPC Committee (Imamuddin, Hefnawy and Aloweid)

Through these standing committees, a majority of faculty members participate directly in the evaluation and
development of program curriculum. In addition, the department chair can and does form committees to deal
with other issues that arise. Recommendations from these committees are referred to the Departmental
Committee where, if accepted, they become part of departmental practice or policy.
Students make up the Studio Council, which is composed of two students from each studio level. This body
serves as a conduit for evaluation of studio content and for dealing with student-related issues. The Studio
Council interacts with the Studio Coordinators and the Department Chair. All students participate in instructor
evaluations at the conclusion of each studio and theory course. This is done on-line, with strict privacy and
anonymity and is mandatory. The response to a set of questions is then tabulated for all students in the course
and forms a part of faculty evaluation, faculty response and preparation of NCAAA documents.
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I.2.3 Physical Resources
A. Description of Facilities: The new College of Architecture & Planning of the University of Dammam was
constructed (following authorization to proceed with the new campus by the Ministry of Higher Education)
during 2009-2013 and was occupied in October 2013. The campus is located on the east side of Coastal Road
(King Faisal Road) in the city of Dammam, directly across from the highway from the old campus. The College of
Architecture & Planning building is located just within the main entrance to the new campus (see campus map),
and it is conveniently positioned near other facilities that will be used by faculty, staff, and students, including
the Library, Administration Building, and Mosque. These four buildings define a central quadrangle with a large
plaza and fountain.
The new building is also adjacent to parking (including a substantial quantity of shaded spaces), and the student
center and food services building. The new campus extends to the east on a large man-made peninsula to the
Arabian Gulf. The eastern portion of the peninsula includes athletic facilities (with a large outdoor stadium) and
student residences.
The three-story building houses all five departments within the College of Architecture & Planning, with the
Department of Architecture assigned the largest portion of this space. Spaces assigned in common to all
departments include Administration, the Lecture Hall, a small Café, Shop space, Research Labs, and various
support spaces.
Although the old College of Architecture & Planning on the existing campus to the west side of Coastal Road
served the program well, the new facility adds spaces and capabilities that will enhance the program. This
includes ubiquitous internet and power/data connectivity, improved studio and classroom space, and lab space
to support an expanding research program. The old building will be occupied by the College of Design, the
program for female students formerly located in other facilities. Relocation to this building will enable the
current Interior Design program to be realized as an Interior Architecture program.

Old and New campuses, University of Dammam
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B. Floor Plans: Plans of the new facility and a site plan of the new campus follow. Space assigned specifically to
the Department of Architecture is outlined in bold:

College of Architecture & Planning: Ground Floor Plan (not to scale)
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College of Architecture & Planning: First Floor Plan (not to scale)

College of Architecture & Planning: Second Floor Plan (not to scale)

New campus showing the College of Architecture and Planning.
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C. Space Tabulations:
C1: List of facilities in the ground floor:
Total Area : 1524 m2
St no
Facilities
1
Design Studio (2nd year )
2
Design Studio (1st year )
3
Computer research room
4
Computer research room
5
Computer research room
6
Computer research room
7
Computer research room
8
Material lab
9
Material lab
10
Simulation lab
12
Lighting lab
13
Cartography lab
14
Acoustics lab
15
Structural lab
16
Auditorium

Area (m2)
169
200
64.8
52
51.8
38.5
38.5
99.6
66.5
81.4
84.5
81
55.2
91.5
324

C2: List of facilities in the first floor:
Total Area : 863 m2
St no
Facilities
1
Design Studio (4th year )
2
Design Studio (5th year )
3
Design Studio (3rd year )
4
Multipurpose hall
5
Multipurpose hall
6
Computer lab
7
Computer lab
8
Computer lab

Area (m2)
105
173
136.5
134
177
46 seat
60 seat
32 seat

C3: List of facilities in the second floor:
Total Area : 433 m2
Total Classes : 20
St no
Facilities
1
Meeting Room
2
Sharing office area
3
Sharing office area
4
4Office room (one user)
5
3 Office room(one user)
St no
1
2
3
4
5
6

Total Seats : 878
Area (m2)
50
72.3
72.3
76.8 (19.2)
41.4 (13.8)

Facilities
3 class
4 class
4 class
2 class
2 class
1 class

SEATS
24
40
56
48
23
69
59
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1 class
1 class
6 Office room (2users)
1 class

7
8
9
10

80
33
120 (20)
47

C. Digital Technology and Audio-Visual Resources: The new College of Architecture & Planning Building is fully
IT capable, with wireless access throughout and a wide distribution of power and data connections. This includes
a grid of connections in floor boxes in classrooms and studio spaces. The new building has 21 classrooms, each
provided with:
• Smart Board
• Projector
• Overhead Projector
• PC
There is a single lecture hall, provided with:
• PS
• Projector
• Overhead projector
Computer Resources : Computer Graphics labs are equipped with a CAT 6 network throughout the building tied
to campus via fiber optic cables. Students have an access to the internet wireless on their own devices in the
library, design studios, and the Computer Graphics Labs.
List of resources available to students in the College of Architecture & Planning:
Computer Graphics Labs:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Lab No. 1 contains 54 Dell desktop workstations (Optiplex 7010).
Lab No. 2 contains 54 Dell desktop workstations (Optiplex 7010).
Lab No. 3 contains 36 Dell desktop workstations (Optiplex 7010).
Lab No. 4 contains 36 Dell desktop workstations (Optiplex 7010).
Lab No. 5 contains 30 Dell desktop workstations (Optiplex 7010).

Every Lab is equipped with one wire-network. An increase of 2 labs since Visit II.
Printing shop: The printing shop serves all the College departments. It contains the following resources:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Three Canon color inkjet Plotters - 44 inches.
One Canon color inkjet Plotter - 60 inches.
One Canon Plotter - 36 inches for Cad drawings.
One Canon color laser printer – Size A3.
One HP color laser printer – Size A3.
One Atlas Scanner – Size A0.
One Canon Scanner – Size A4.

Software in the Computer Graphics Labs
• Microsoft Windows.
• Microsoft Office
• Autodesk Education Master suite including Revit Architecture, AutoCAD, and 3D Studio
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• Adobe products including Photoshop, Acrobat, and Reader
• Esri Arc Gis 10.
• Design Builder.
Besides having Computer, Material, Model & Structural labs. The Architecture department is supported by
several new labs, located in a cluster on the west side of the Ground Floor in space assigned to Common
Facilities and Building Science (with the exception of the Solar Monitoring Station):
•

Materials Lab

•

Acoustical Lab

•

Lighting Lab

•

Thermal Lab

•

Structural Lab

•

Solar Monitoring Station

• Fabrication Lab
The Fabrication Lab, which is currently being fitted out, will be supplied with the following equipment:
•
•
•
•
•

3D printers: 5
3D scanners
Laser Cutters: 3
(CNC) machine tools (computer controlled)
Robotic waterjet and robotic 6-Axis Mill.

The main goal of the model fabrication unit is to enhance the students’ ability to produce professional, accurate
architectural models. The three laser cutting machines benefit the students in accelerating the process of
model-making. Materials such as wood, acrylic, cardboard, and MDF in a maximum thickness of 12mm can be
cut and engraved quickly and precisely by means of AutoCAD drawings.
The 3D printers, although slower than the laser cutting machines, can produce more complicated prototypes.
Students can prepare 3D files by using software such as SketchUp, 3D AutoCad, Rhino, and 3D Max and then
exporting data as an STL file to the printers. Because the 3D printers can produce more complicated shapes,
students can combine larger scale models with the laser cutters and then add more detailed and complex parts
via the 3D printers.
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I.2.4 Financial Resources
Almost all universities in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia are public and funded by the state. In recent years a
handful of private universities, with concentration in Arts and Humanities, Business administration and Finance
have been established. The National Universities (e.g. UD, KSU, KFUPM, KAU, etc.) have allocations in the
national annual budget. As will be seen below, Saudi Arabia spends almost 50% of the total national revenue in
education. The fiscal allocation for UD in 2013 is approx. 77.5 million USD. This accounts for all expenditures of
the university, including the on-going construction and furnishing of the new campus. The salary, maintenance
and development are met from this allocation. In brief, the university, as in other developing countries, is part of
the Ministry of Higher Education (MOHE), enjoying academic and administrative autonomy as per the Royal
Decree.
Note: Since NAAB Visit Two, the Ministry of Higher Education has been merged into the Ministry of Education.
Since that merger, the Ministry of Education now longer makes available separate financial allocation data for
individual universities within the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Therefore, the information included below is the
most recent available and was also included in the APR for Visit Two. As noted in this section, the University of
Dammam, including the College of Architecture & Planning, is and continues to be fully-funded.
Financial Statement: Financial allocation in Annual National Budget for University of Dammam
Fiscal year 2013:
2907756000 SR
(approx. 77.5 million USD)
Fiscal year 2012:
2367529000 SR
(approx 63.2 million USD)
Fiscal year 2011:
2008609000 SR
(approx 53.6 million USD)
With total revenues projected to reach $330.5 billion (SR1.2 trillion), Saudi Arabia has set a record state budget
for 2013 with spending valued at $218.7 billion (SR820 billion), 19 percent higher than the expenditure planned
for 2012. Budget revenues are projected at $221.1 billion (SR829 billion), leading to a surplus of $2.4 billion (SR9
billion), the second consecutive year that the Kingdom has budgeted a surplus. The Saudi Government
earmarked $76 billion (SR285 billion) in capital spending, a 8 percent increase compared to 2012.
http://www.us-sabc.org/custom/news/details.cfm?id=1380#.UohpjOLdDbo
The 2013 national plan is an extension of previous developmental plans. Education and healthcare remain the
priority of the Kingdom’s budget, accounting for 37 percent of total spending. Education continued to receive
the largest share of the budget at 25 percent of total spending, considered among the highest in the world,
while health and social affairs received 12.2 percent of the expenditure. Municipal services and education
received the largest increase in their allocation at 23 and 21 percent, respectively.
http://www.us-sabc.org/custom/news/details.cfm?id=1380#.UohpjOLdDbo
The general budget for 2013 had made allocations for the following government organizations:
Education and Training
• Total expenditure: $54.4 billion (SR204 billion)
Saudi Arabia allocated $54.4 billion (SR204 billion) to education and training, a 21 percent higher than the 2012
allocation, and the highest increase since 2007. The money will be used to finance the construction of 539 new
schools as well as 1,900 existing school projects, and refurbishment of 2,000 schools. In addition, 15 new
colleges, facilities and campuses at newly-opened universities will be built. The Saudi Electronic University will
receive $3.6 billion (SR13.4 billion). An estimated $1.1 billion (SR4.25 billion) has been allocated to build three
62

University of Dammam
Architectural Program Report
June 2016

new college hospitals while $5.8 billion (SR21.6 billion) was allocated for over 120,000 Saudi students studying
abroad and their families, up from $5.3 billion (SR20 billion) earmarked in 2012.
- See more at: http://www.us-sabc.org/custom/news/details.cfm?id=1380#.UohpjOLdDbo
On December 30, 2012, the 2013 National budget was announced by Dr. Ibrahim Al Assaf, Minister of Finance.
The minister highlighted the significant growth in education spending. Although the size of previous
expenditures on education was high, this year it was higher. In fact, next year it will rise at a rate of 21% in
comparison with the current year. The education will form 25% of government spending, considered among the
highest in the world. Similar highs will be seen on the health sector and others.
The allocations are shown below for the largest universities, e.g. KSU (Riyadh), KAU (Jeddah), KFUPM (Dhahran)
and UD (Dammam).
King Saud University
SR 9,424,006,000.
King Abdulaziz University
SR 5,710,048,000.
King Fahd University of Petroleum and Minerals
SR 1,345,912,000.
Dammam University
SR 2,907,756,000.
http://www.moe.gov.sa/en/studyinside/universitiesStatistics/Pages/default.aspx
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I.2.5 Information Resources:
At the heart of the New Campus of University of Dammam, Central Library is a new purpose built three-story
building. It serves all faculty and students of University of Dammam in addition to local community. Located
near the campus entrance and on the main quad, approximately a three-minute walk from the new College of
Architecture & Planning Building.

New Central Library
University of Dammam
Second Floor: Reading Hall 474 M², Administration 47 M²
The library is under the administration of the Deanship of Library Affairs, which serves the entire Dammam
campus. Library services can be accessed through the portal on the university’s website:
http://www.uod.edu.sa/en/administration/deanships/deanship-of-library-affairs
Collection
This library currently holds 54,428 no. of printed items, 386 databases covering 69164 e-journal plus 228
annually subscribed printed journals and 395,010 e-book. Back issues of Printed journals are preserved for
research and consultation. University of Dammam’s graduate and post graduate theses collection is also shelved
in this library. Special Collection and Govt. Publications section are also managed in the library.
The University of Dammam as has access to the Art Store Digital Library, which serves educators, scholars,
curators, librarians, and students at more than 1,400 universities, community colleges, museums, libraries, and
K-12 schools in 46 countries worldwide. Collections are used for teaching and study in a wide range of subject
areas including: art, architecture, music, religion, anthropology, literature, world history, American Studies,
Asian Studies, Classical Studies, Medieval Studies, Renaissance Studies, and more.
Library Services
There is a large range of services offered by central library to the UoD’s community within and outside the
campus. These services include:
•
•

User-friendly study hours during regular teaching hours and examinations throughout academic year.
Books circulation and reservation services through circulation desk and/or self-check-in & check-out.
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Online reservation/ renewal and ILL request link
Interlibrary loan facility within UoD libraries.
Physical to virtual reference services i.e. one on one, online chat, email.
Online public access library catalog for searching
Electronic Resources search through E-Resources portal.
Orientations and training programs for freshman and for new users.
Research support through ILRC programs and librarian liaisons.
University special events support services i.e. seminar rooms & grand seminar hall etc.
Computer labs, Wi-Fi, assistance in device connectivity, smart boards for teaching and collaborative
learning
Group study rooms for academic presentation and research purposes.
Free scanning facility on each floor subject to Kingdom & international copy right Law.
Priced print/photocopy self-services on each floor.
Book drop facility during off times.
Current awareness and SDI via UoD libraries OPAC.
Cafeteria.

ICT equipment and software support available at the central library
ICT Facilities

1st. Floor

Ground Floor

2nd. Floor

General use Computers

53

-

103

OPACs

6

3

1

OPAC Special Needs

2

1

-

Self-checkout Machines

1

2

1

Interactive Maps

1

1

-

Scanner

1

1

-

BW Photocopy + printer

1

1

1

Color photocopy + Printer

-

1

-

Podium/Projector

1

-

5

Video Conference Facility

-

-

1

Wireless Projector

2

-

-

Software Available through VM Ware:
• Adobe Dreamweaver
• Adobe Flash Professional
• Adobe Photoshop
• Adobe Reader
• AutoCAD
• EndNote
• Microsoft Office
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•
•
•
•

Microsoft Visio and MS-Project professional.
Real Player
SPSS
WinZip

Print and Electronic Collection

SUBJECT DISTRIBUTION OF E-RESOURCES
SNo.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11

Subject
Architecture
Arts & Crafts
Fine Arts – General
Gardens, Landscape Architecture & Parks
Decorative Arts, Interior Design & Decoration
Drawing, Design & Illustration
Photography
Visual Arts – General
Painting
Sculpture
Print Media

E-BOOKS
1115
48
338
128
153
113
579
786
159
61
63

E-JOURNALS
77
7
25
17
29
2
31
51
-

BOOKS
376
3891
24
242
145
24
862
37
790
945
129
1542

JOURNALS

SUBJECT DISTRIBUTION OF PRINT-RESOURCES
SNo.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12

Subject
Visual Arts
Architecture
Sculpture
Drawing, Design, and Illustration
Painting
Print Media
Decorative Arts, Interior Design & Decoration
Arts in General
Gardens, Landscape Architecture & Parks
Urban & Regional Planning
Photography
Building Engineering and Construction

22

Titles sent to acquisition department for purchase in last two years
Year
Number of Titles
Status
2014
71
Ordered
2015
674
Ordered
2016
208
Under process
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Databases relevant to Architecture discipline:
• ProQuest Materials Science Collection
• Taylor & Francis e-Journals
• ARCOM Proceedings, (Association of Researchers in Construction Management)
• Design Research Society Proceedings
• Cambridge Journals
• ProQuest Dissertations & Theses
• ProQuest Research Library
• ScienceDirect Journals
• Springer Images
• SpringerLink Journals
• Wiley-Blackwell Journals
Ebooks Databases:
• Pan-Arab E-Books, AskZad ﻗﺎﻋﺪﺓ ﻋﺮﺑﻴﺔ
• eBrary Books
• Emerald Insight
• Gale Virtual Reference Library
• MyiLibrary
• Nooon Books ﻗﺎﻋﺪﺓ ﻋﺮﺑﻴﺔ
• Oxford Scholarship Online up to January 2009
• SpringerLink e-Books
• Taylor & Francis e-Books
• Wiley e-Books
The deanship of library affairs provides lending services where faculty members and students can borrow the
books except the reference material for a certain period. The deanship does not provide/supply textbook to
faculty members and students on permanent basis.

Future Plans for Improving Coverage and Service: The University of Dammam Central Library is working to
improve service to faculty and graduate students engaged in research, through a program to convert physical
information resources to digital formats. This is achieved through a service called DOCUMENTATION ROOM,
which maintains the records and archives of all college research, including student projects from the
Department of Architecture. The Library also provides classes to students and resources to professors to teach
research skills and techniques.
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PART ONE (I): SECTION 3 – INSTITUTIONAL AND PROGRAM CHARACTERISTICS

I.3.1 Statistical Reports:
Program Student Characteristics:
Number of students enrolled by year (Design Studios):
Academic year 2015-16
Students:
Students:
Students
Withdrawn
(1436-37H)
Beginning
Passed
failed.
Barred or
st
nd
(1 . + 2 . Semester)
of the year
Incomplete
First Year: Preparatory
470
350
65
52
Colleges of Engineering
+Architecture + Design
Second Year: Common
157
121
18
12
College of Architecture and
Planning
Third Year
41
34
3
6
Dept. of Architecture
Fourth Year
37
36
2
1
Dept. of Architecture
Fifth Year
37
28
2
6
Dept. of Architecture
Computed cumulatively for 2 semesters from published grades, not part of Dean’s Report.

Academic year 2014-15
Students:
Students:
Students
Withdrawn
Barred or
(1435-36H)
Beginning
Passed
failed.
Incomplete
(1st. + 2nd. Semester)
of the year
First Year: Preparatory
372
253
52
64
Colleges of Engineering
+Architecture + Design
Second Year: Common
161
135
10
18
College of Architecture and
Planning
Third Year
38
37
2
2
Dept. of Architecture
Fourth Year
43
39
4
Dept. of Architecture
Fifth Year
26
23
4
1
Dept. of Architecture
Computed cumulatively for 2 semesters from published grades, not part of Dean’s Report.
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Student enrollment: graduating students for the past two years
2015-16 Second semester (Senior Project) DESIGN X
Total students: 34
Total fail: 0
Completing in 5 years: 28
2014-15 Second semester (Senior Project) DESIGN X
Total students:
25
Total fail:
1
Completing in 5 years: 23

Program Faculty Characteristics:
Number of Faculty by Rank: the matrix below indicates the faculty of the Department of Architecture by
specialization and academic rank. This includes faculty on deputation or on study leave. Including these faculty,
the totals by rank are:
Professor
Associate Professor
Assistant Professor
Lecturer
Total Faculty
Teaching, fall 2015

9
5
11
12
36
10 +2 (abroad on study leave)

Number of Full-time and Part-time Faculty: All faculty members are full time, except one recently recruited
part-time faculty (Swaidan) not included in the list above.
Number of Faculty Promoted Since the Last Visit:
One Lecturer, on his return after completing his Ph.D. was promoted to Assistant Professor (Zunaifer).
Two Assistant Professors was promoted to Associate Professor (Hapallas, Behzad).
6 TAs returned with graduate studies (M. Arch) were promoted to Lecturer.
Two expatriate faculties were recruited as Professors (Farag, Mullick).
Two more expatriate as Assistant Professor (Istanbouli, Wadee)
Number of Faculty maintaining licenses in the country of the program each year since the last visit, and where
they are licensed: All faculties, Saudi and expatriate, have accredited degree and membership of the
professional bodies and as such, can be deemed to have the license to practice. However, in Saudi Arabia, as in
most developing countries University are publicly funded, faculties and other teaching staff are, in essence
employees of the 'Ministry of Education' and are discouraged from work and earning other than their formal
vocation. The intent is that the faculties should not be distracted from their primary obligation and as full-time
employees, is completely committed their to their primacy vocation. All universities have a consultancy and
design office and faculties participate in design and advisory work, under close university supervision.
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NAME

SPECIALIZATION

JAMEEL AKBAR

DESIGN METHODS & THEORIES

ACADEMIC
RANK
PROFESSOR

IFTEKHAR KHAN

HOUSING & URBAN DESIGN

PROFESSOR

ABU HAIDER IMAMUDDIN

HOUSING & URBAN DESIGN

PROFESSOR

KHALID AL-SHEIBANI

ARCHITECTURE

PROFESSOR

MASHARY AL-NAIM

HISTORY&THEORY

PROFESSOR

HANI AL-QAHTANI

HISTORY&THEORY

PROFESSOR

ABDULSALAM AL-SUDAIRI

PROFESSOR

ABDULLAH OWEID

CONSTRUCTION
MANAGEMENT
URBAN DESIGN

OSAMA FARAG

ARCHITECTURE

PROFESSOR

FUAD MULLICK

ARCHITECTURE
SUSTAINABILITY
NATURAL LIGHTING

PROFESSOR

EGAL AL JOFI
ABDULAZIZ AL-SAATI

PROFESSOR

RAFIQ AL-HUSSAIN

POST OCCUPANCY
EVALUATION
ENVIRONMENT &
ARCHITECTURE
DIGITAL INFORMATION
MANAGEMENT
HEALTHCARE FACILITIES

HASSAN AL-NAKHLI

SOLAR RADIATION IN DESIGN

IBRAHIM AL-NAIMI

ENERGY CONSERVATION

MOHAMMAD RAHAL

CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERING

MOHAMMAD ABDULGAFFAR

ARCHITECTURE

MOHAMMAD AL MANSOUR

ARCHITECTURE

YOUSEF AL-OHALI

HOUSING

MOHAMMAD HAPALLAS

ARCHITECTURE

HAZEM MUHAMMAD AFIFI

ARCHITECTURE DESIGN /
CONSTRUCTION

JAMAL ABDULGHANI
BEHZAD SIDAWI
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ASSOCIATE
PROFESSOR
ASSOCIATE
PROFESSOR
ASSOCIATE
PROFESSOR
ASSOCIATE
PROFESSOR
ASSOCIATE
PROFESSOR
ASSISTANT
PROFESSOR
ASSISTANT
PROFESSOR
ASSISTANT
PROFESSOR
ASSISTANT
PROFESSOR
ASSISTANT
PROFESSOR
ASSISTANT
PROFESSOR
ASSISTANT
PROFESSOR
ASSISTANT
PROFESSOR

Retired
(Since Visit II)

Vice Dean for
Graduate Studies
On Deputation
National Heritage
Director
Urban Studies
Dean of college
Member
University Council
(Appointment
since Visit II)
(Appointment
since Visit II)

Rector
King Faisal Univ.

Retired
(Since Visit II)

Retired
(Since Visit II)
Chair
Interior Architecture
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SAMEER AKBAR

ENVIRONMENT & IDENTITY

ABED AL-MUSALLAM

PROJECT MANAGEMENT/
CONSTRUCTION
ARCHITECTURE

YASSER AHMED FARGALY
JALAL ISTANBOULI

ASSISTANT
PROFESSOR
ASSISTANT
PROFESSOR
ASSISTANT
PROFESSOR
ASSISTANT
PROFESSOR
ASSISTANT
PROFESSOR
LECTURER

Retired
(Since Visit II)
Chair. Dept. of
Architecture
Resigned
(Since Visit II)

BADRAN AL-ZUNEIFER

ARCHITECTURAL
CONSERVATION
PC IN ARCHITECTURE

MOHAMMD FAKHRY

ARCHITECTURE

WADEE ALGEHLANI

LECTURER

ISLAM MOSTAFA

ARCHITECTURE
CONSERVATION
ARCHITECTURE

NOUH AL-MUSALLUM

ARCHITECTURE

LECTURER

OMAIR AL-BESHE

ARCHITECTURE

LECTURER

RAED AL-BANNA

MULTIMEDIA IN
ARCHITECTURE
CONSERVATION

LECTURER

LECTURER

FAHAD AL-SHIDDI

ARCHITECTURE
REAL ESTATE
CONSERVATION

MOHAMMAD AL-MAHMOOD

ARCHITECTURE

LECTURER

(Appointment
since Visit II)
(Appointment
since Visit II)
Returned with
M. Arch
Returned with
M. Arch
Returned with
M. Arch
Completed
M. Arch
Returned with M.
Arch
Returned with
M. Arch
On Study Leave

ABDUL RAHMAN AL SHAIKH

ARCHITECTURE

LECTURER

On Study Leave

YOUSEF AL-SUHAIMI
ABOUD AL-AMOUDI

LECTURER

LECTURER

LECTURER
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I.3.2 Faculty Credentials:
Please refer to Appendix 2 for resumes for each instructional faculty member teaching in the professional
degree program. An exhibit of faculty work will also be included in the team room.
The Faculty Credential Matrices, indicating area of specialty and course assignments, are included in Section
I.2.1 Human Resources & Human Resources Development.
Requirements for appointment, tenure, and promotion are included in section I.2.1 under “Faculty
Promotion.”

PART ONE (I): SECTION 4 – POLICY REVIEW
The following information will be provided in the team room at the time of the visit:
• Learning Culture and Social Equity Policy
• Self-Assessment Policies and Objectives
• Personnel Policies including: o Position descriptions for all faculty and staff
o Rank, Tenure, and Promotion
o Reappointment
o Social Equity or Diversity, as appropriate
o Faculty Development, including but not limited to, research, scholarship, creative activity, or
sabbatical
• Student-to-faculty ratios for all components of the curriculum (i.e., studio, classroom/lecture, seminar)
• Square feet per student for space designated for studio-based learning
• Square feet per faculty member for space designated for support of all faculty activities and
responsibilities
• Admissions requirements
• Advising policies; including policies for evaluation of students admitted from preparatory programs where
SPC are expected to have been met in educational experiences in non-substantially equivalent programs
• Policies on use and integration of digital media in architecture curriculum
• Policies on academic integrity for students (e.g., cheating and plagiarism)
• Policies on library and information resources collection development

PART TWO (II): EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES AND CURRICULUM
II.1.1 Student Performance Criteria:
Student Performance Criteria are met by the Bachelor of Architecture degree program in the courses and
studios from Year Two through Year Five (following the General Studies curriculum of Year One. As the SPC
matrix indicates, the SPCs are fulfilled in student work within the Department of Architecture, without relying on
content from other programs. A large format version of the SPC matrix will be available in the team room.
As a footnote, it should be noted that the underpinnings for many of the SPCs found, in particular, in Realm C,
are prepared for in the foundational studies in the First and Second year in the Islamic Studies portion of the
College of Architecture & Planning Program, including course ISLM-251: Islamic Creed & Ethics. All student work
in the Islamic Studies courses are in Arabic, so material in English is not available, nor have they been referenced
in the SPC matrix.
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PART TWO (II): SECTION 2 - CURRICULAR FRAMEWORK
II.2.1 National Authorization: Please refer to the letter of authorization below, dated June 1, 2016:
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II.2.2 Professional Degrees and Curriculum
The University of Dammam, College of Architecture and Planning, Department of Architecture offers one degree
for which it is seeking Substantial Equivalency Status. This degree is a five-year Bachelor of Architecture (BArch)
degree. This program requires a total of 170 credit hours, as indicated in the curriculum matrix below. As this
matrix indicates, the BArch program is arranged in 10 (ten) consecutive semesters.
The curriculum matrix also indicates credits per the three stages of the program: (1) Preparatory Year – primarily
General Studies taken university-wide; (2) Joint Program – course including general and design courses taken by
all students within the College of Architecture & Planning; and (3) Departmental – the three year course of
professional studies and electives taken by those students selected at the end of the Joint Program (Second
Year) for continuation in the BArch degree program.
Total credit hours:
General Studies:
Professional Studies:
Electives:

41
117
12

24.1%
68.8%
7.1%

After the Preparatory (First) Year, the only courses categorized as General Studies as the Islamic Studies Courses
(ISLM151, ISLM351, ISLM 402) and the sequence of two Humanities Courses (ARCH 352, ARCH 422).
Students in the Fourth and Fifth years take a total of four (4) electives, as indicated in the Curriculum Matrix.
Off-campus programs: The Department of Architecture does not offer any off-campus programs.
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Course Organization:
Total Credit Hours: 103 (Departmental) +33 (Preparatory) +34 (Joint) =170
ENGL101: (6)
English I

ARCH 121: (3)

16 cr. hr

MATH111: (2)
Math

DESIGN I

ENG 102: (6)
English II

ARCH 122: (3)

Year

Sem.

Joint Program

17 cr. hr

Second Year

First Year
Preparatory Program

1
2

Construction
Theories

Architecture Program

Third Year
Fourth Year

Design Studios

ARCH 211: (3)
Concept of Structure

3
17 cr. hr

ARCH 221: (2)
Surveying
ARCH212: (3)
Cons. Sys. & Mat.

4
17 cr. hr

Architecture Program

DESIGN II

MATH112: (3)
Math Principles

ARCH 222: (2)
Env. Cont. (Thermal)
ARCH 341: (3)
Structure I

5
20 cr. hr

ARCH 321: (3)
Const. Systems & Assb.
ARCH 342: (3)
Structure II

6
17 cr. hr

ARCH 322: (3)
Env. Cont. Sys.
ARCH 431: (3)
Contract Doc. & Work.
Dwg.

7
17 cr. hr

ARCH 442: (3)
Proj. Management

8

ARCH 201: (4)

DESIGN III
(Architecture &
Interior Design)
ARCH 202: (4)

DESIGN IV
(Landscape & Urban
Design)
ARCH 301: (5)

DESIGN V
ARCH 302: (5)

COMP 131: (2)
Computer Skills

LRSK 142: (2)
Learn. & Comm.
Skills
STAT141: (2)
Research Skills

PHED 162: (1)
Physical
Education

Architectural
Theories

Humanities &
Electives

ARCH 231: (2)
Env. Design I

ARCH 241: (2)
CAD Applications

ARCH 251: (2)
Design Methods I

ISLM151: (2)
Islam. Culture

ARCH232: (2)
Env. Design II

ARCH242: (2)
CAD & GIS
Applications.

ARCH 252: (2)
Site Planning
ARCH 311: (3)
Adv. Des. Meth.
ARCH 331: (3)
Hist. & Theory I
ARCH 332: (3)
Hist. & Theory II

ARCH 352: (3)
Humanities I

ARCH 401: (6)

ARCH 411: (3)
Housing & Settlm.

ISLM 351: (2)
Islam. Cul. III

DESIGN VII
ARCH 402: (6)

ARCH 421: (3)
Hist. & Theory III
ARCH 412: (3)
Issues in Urban
Design

Fifth Year

Architecture Program

SUMMER VACATION
ARCH 501: (6)

9

DESIGN IX

17 cr. hr

10
14 cr. hr

ARCH 512: (2)
Prof. Practice

ISLM 151: (2)
Creed & Ethics
ARCH 351: (3)
Computer
Modelling

DESIGN VI

DESIGN VIII

18 cr. hr

PHYS 132: (3)
Physics

ARCH 502: (6)

DESIGN X

* The credit hours are in parenthesis, following the course ID.
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II.2.3 Curriculum Review and Development
Curriculum review and development is administered in accordance with the three stages of the five-year
sequence leading to the Bachelor of Architecture degree. The First Year, termed the “Preparatory Program”
is shared by College of Architecture & Planning students with those from the College of Engineering and the
College of Design. While courses in general studies such as English Proficiency and Ethics and Humanities
are administered by the university, the first year also includes two Design Studios, emphasizing visual
communication and graphical presentation. The curriculum for these studios is developed, and the studio
instructors are selected exclusively by the Department of Architecture. The studio curriculum is determined
through the same process described below for subsequent year.
The Second Year, which is designated as the “Joint Program” is shared by the five departments of the
College: Architecture, Urban & Regional Planning, Landscape, Building Technology, and Interior Design. As
with the First Year, the two Design Studios of the Second Year are under the direct supervision of the
Department of Architecture, with supporting faculties from the sister departments within the College.
Curriculum for the three-year Architecture Program leading up to the BArch degree is solely the province of
the Department of Architecture. The review and development process is overseen by the Departmental
Committee, led by the Department Chair. This committee reviews the curriculum and evaluates studio and
course outcomes. Input is received from several sources, including four faculty committees:
• The Design Group: Coordinators of Design Studios and instructors of the Design Method Courses;
• The History/theory Group: Instructors of theory of Architecture course, Housing and Settlement,
Urban Design Theory and Contemporary Issues;
• The Construction Group: Instructors of Construction Systems courses; and
• The Environmental Group: Instructors of Environmental Systems courses and the CAD modeling
course.
• The Conservation Group: Dr. Mashary (Chair), Dr. Musallum and Dr.Wadee Gehlani
Through this process, a majority of the faculty are directly involved in the curriculum review and
development process. Further input is received from the Accreditation Committee (led by the Department
Chair), which monitors conformance with the requirements of accreditations bodies, including the NAAB
and the NCAAA (National Commission for Academic Accreditation and Assessment). The accreditation
committee liaises closely with the Deanship of Quality and Academic Accreditation. The Deanship webpage
shows the current status and timeline for the tasks to be completed for each department/colleges of the
university. http://www.uod.edu.sa/en/administration/deanships/deanship-of-quality-and-academicaccreditation
Student input to the curriculum review process is received via the course evaluations completed by every
student for every studio and class. Students also participate in the Studio Council, a representative group of
two students from each year of the 3-Year Architecture Program, who meet regularly to discuss the studio
program and report to the Department Chair and Coordinators of Design Studios.
Major changes in the curriculum must be approved by the university and take, typically, a five-year course
to be effected in the program. A recent example is the changes proposed in the 2008 reorganization of the
program, which were fully implemented by the spring semester of 2013 with the Semester X curriculum.
This development followed an initial internal curriculum review, followed by the input of four international
experts (see description in Section I.1.5 Self-Assessment Procedures). These changes must be aligned with
the 10-Year Long Range Planning cycle of the University of Dammam as a whole.
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Much of the faculty is involved in the College of Architecture & Planning Consultation Center, which offers
research, design, and planning services to both private and public sectors. Although Department of
Architecture faculty do not practice outside of the academy, involvement in the Consultation Center puts
these faculty in direct contact with design and practice issues facing the profession in Saudi Arabia today.
This, in addition to valuable knowledge gained through the College’s program of inviting distinguished
lecturers from around the world, also helps inform the curriculum as it develops over time.

PART TWO (II): SECTION 3 – EVALUATION OF PREPARATORY/PRE-PREPARATORY EDUCATION
It is the policy of the University of Dammam not to admit any students into the Bachelor of Architecture
degree program after the beginning of the First Year. Because no students are admitted after matriculation
in the First Year, the Department of Architecture has not developed a process with which to evaluate
preparatory education. As indicated in the Student Performance Criteria Matrix, all SPC are expected to be
met during study at the University of Dammam.
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II.4.1 Statement on Substantially Equivalent Degrees
The following language found in the 2012 NAAB Conditions for Substantial Equivalency, Appendix 6, has been
posted on the following Department of Architecture web page:
http://www.uod.edu.sa/en/colleges/college-of-architecture-and-planning/accreditation
The term 'substantial equivalency' identifies a program as comparable in educational outcomes in all
significant aspects, and indicates that it provides an educational experience meeting acceptable
standards, even though such program may differ in format or method of delivery. The designation is
valid for six years beginning 1 January of the year in which the final visit (Visit 3) took place. In order to
maintain the designation, the program must be visited again in the sixth year of the designation.
The University of Dammam, College of Architecture & Planning, Department of Architecture has applied
for substantial equivalency designation from the National Accrediting Board for the following
professional degree program or sequence:
Bachelor of Architecture.
The program has completed its initial application and Visit 1 and Visit 2 of the process and is anticipating
Visit 3.

II.4.2 Access to NAAB Conditions and Procedures
The links to the 2012 NAAB Conditions for Substantial Equivalency and the 2013 NAAB Procedures for
Substantial Equivalency on the Department of Architecture website:
http://www.uod.edu.sa/en/colleges/college-of-architecture-and-planning/accreditation
II.4.3 Access to Career Development Information
Graduates of the Bachelor of Architecture program at the University of Dammam are the beneficiaries of a
professional climate where the demand for native Saudi architectural professionals far exceeds the available
graduates of qualified programs in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. While, currently, a significant majority of the
design professionals in the KSA are from other countries, programs such as that at the University of Dammam
are gradually changing this picture.
While virtually all graduates of the BArch program are ensured of employment, the College of Architecture &
Planning also makes additional efforts to ensure the quality of opportunities presented to graduates. Much of
this depends on providing students the basis for informed decisions about job and career choices. The
Department of Architecture maintains strong ties with alumni in the Dammam/Khobar/Dhahran area, as well as
throughout Saudi Arabia, as many of these graduates are in positions to advise and to hire graduates. Alumni
visit the school to participate in studio juries and in conferences, and they interact with students in these
contexts.
Students participate in the Professional Training Program (ARCH 455) in the summer between the Fourth and
Fifth years. This not-for-credit course requires 400 contact hours, during which students are placed with local
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architectural, engineering, construction, or planning offices. The goal of this program is to “enrich the students’
skills and knowledge of architectural practice,” and to “Expose students to the architectural profession and
practices in a real-world context.” In doing so, students are made aware of both specific potential employment
opportunities and career paths.
Career development for graduates of the BArch program continues after graduation. The College’s Consultation
Center, in addition to providing design and consultation (by faculty and students) to the greater community, also
offers career development enrichment for graduates. As indicated on the website
(http://www.uod.edu.sa/en/administration/centers/alumni-and-career-development-center )these services
include:
Career Development: Conducting series of workshops, practical training, and studies circles of
engineers1, career development of the personnel in the public and private sectors by providing them
with up-to-date knowledge and skills for strengthening their specialization concurrent with professional
standards and market demand.”

II.4.4 Public Access to APRs and VTRs
The following materials have been posted electronically and can be found on the website for the Department of
Architecture page for accreditation at:
http://www.uod.edu.sa/en/colleges/college-of-architecture-and-planning/accreditation
Application for NAAB Substantial Equivalency, “Institutional Overview,” May 12, 2012
NAAB Visit One Report, “Memorandum for National Architectural Accrediting Board,” 9 December 2012.
“Architecture Program Report for 2014 Visit Two for NAAB Substantial Equivalency,” November 30,
2013.
Following NAAB Visit Two of the Substantial Equivalency process, the Architectural Program Report (APR) will
also be posted at this site.

1

In Arabic, the word for “architect” is encompassed by the word for “engineer”, or muhandis, and hence the term
“engineer” appears often in translation to English.
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PART THREE

SUMMARY OF RESPONSES TO TEAM FINDINGS FROM VISIT TWO

PART THREE (III): SECTION 1 – SUMMARY OF RESPONSE TO TEAM FINDINGS
III.1.1.1 Response to Conditions Not Met
INTRODUCTION
Overview: Strategy and preparation for Visit III
A detailed post mortem was conducted following Visit II. Our position is that though the SPC content
were part of the course content, delivery and evaluation, it may not have been manifest or highlighted
prominently for the reviewers. There was also the problem for courses delivered in vernacular (Arabic)
and the corresponding course file did not have requisite English precis or translation for the benefit of
the reviewers. Consensus was that we, the program administrators, instructors and students need to
understand the NAAB process better and review our program from a NAAB (and US) point of view. We
also needed a rational basis for pairing courses with SPCs based on our curriculum and course
description. This will produce a precise SPC matrix based on the strength of the specific course content,
making the instructors and students aware of their obligation and a procedural path to attain it. The
department also took initiatives to enrich the Preparatory Program (semester I and II) and Joint Program
(Semester III and IV) with architectural content by hiring more instructors and studio management.
In the Preparatory Program (1st. yr.) the instructors has been completely reshuffled with the hiring of
new faculties since Visit II. This being a shared program, has a separate deanship but the Design Studios
(DESIGN I and DESIGN II) is a collaborative effort with substantial input from Department of
Architecture. The studios have 9 (Prep. yr. instructors) supported by 7 instructors from this department
for student strength of approx. 375. This does not include instructors from Colleges of Engineering and
Interior Design.
In the Joint Program (2nd. Yr.), the reorganized studio format has been as follows;
1. Student intake is usually around 150 at the commencement of 3rd. semester. Students are divided
into 4 separate studios, averaging no more than 35. Enrollment in the current semester (2nd.
Semester 2016) has been 167 (33+32+37+32=167).
2. The Studio coordination (Dr. Zunaifer) led a team of 20 instructors, each studio with 5 instructors.
The teams have a mix of senior and junior faculties. (See course description section for details)
For a better understanding of the Accreditation process (Substantial Equivalency in our case) the Dean
(Dr. Abdusalam Sudairi) visited colleges in United States during the fall session of 2014 (University of
Colorado, Tucson, Washington State University, Portland, CalPoly State University etc). Based on his visit
and experience, it was decided to invite experts from Cal Poly State University to come and review our
program, especially our preparations for NAAB Visit III.
The Chair (Dr. Abed Musallum) and a senior faculty (Prof. Mohammed Hapallas) attended 2 successive
administrators’ conferences, organized by ACSA, in US (San Juan, Puerto Rico, Nov. 2015 and
Philadelphia, PA Nov. 2014). These proved especially beneficial, through interaction with fellow
program administrators and NAAB officials and get a better understanding on the NAAB process and its
‘modus operandi’.
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Christine Theodoropoulos Dean & Professor) and Thomas Fowler (Director & Professor) from Cal Poly
State University (San Luis Obispo, CA) visited the college Aug. 29-Sept. 3, 2015. They intensively
scrutinized the program, interacted with the faculty, students and faculty. To make best use of the
professional expertise, the department organized a mock Team Room with drawings and course files.
Their evaluation and recommendations, in the form of a report was presented to the departmental
council. The report highlighted our strength and weakness, identified the ‘NOT MET’ items in VTR II and
proposed some modification in SPC matrix based on the course description in the curriculum. They also
noted that DESIGN I and II (in Preparatory Year) were not adding sufficient value to or providing a solid
foundation for the architecture program. This year is shared with Colleges of Architecture, Engineering
and Design, respectively. Though these DESIGN studios (3+3 credit hours) are overseen and staffed by
this department, the conflicting academic demands of each college (and disciples) does not make a very
productive setting for students enrolling in architecture. As mentioned earlier, this arrangement is
mandated by the Ministry of Education in the previous reorganization for all National universities in
Saudi Arabia. Within these limitations, much has been achieved in attuning the course material and
projects for aspiring architecture students since VISIT II.
SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION (excerpts from CAL POLY report)
Dammam University’s Architecture program has a strong professional practice orientation that prepares
students for careers. It succeeds in fulfilling its mission to prepare architects with skills that are distinct
from but complementary to engineering.
The studio-based curriculum in the third through fifth years has the potential to meet the NAAB student
performance criteria. At this time first and second year studies do not contribute.
We recommend refining the learning objectives for each studio level as shown in the proposed
curriculum flow chart and adjusting SPCs as shown in the proposed revised matrix.
There are a number of opportunities for short term and long term program development.
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RECOMMENDATIONS - NAAB PREPARATION
• Identify one qualified faculty member to serve as the coordinator who will check progress
toward meeting SPCs in each studio
• Finalize the SPC matrix and teach to the matrix. Meet Ability level SPCs in 3rd-5th year design
studio courses. Meet Understanding level SPCs in non-studio courses
• Limit the number of courses for each SPC
• Identify how specific course projects, papers or written responses and examinations are evidence
• Add a building systems review to third, fourth and fifth year studio schedules
• Introduce a final project revision period and due date to the studio schedule
• Post samples of comprehensive project posters in studios. Suggested sources:
Posters submitted to international student or professional competitions
Professional magazines, such as Architectural Record or Architectural Review
Websites such as archdaily.com or the websites of architectural firms
Third year provides a good scale and scope of projects to introduce comprehensive design and
representation, but a big jump from second year
Fourth year is successful at addressing building and site design issues
Fifth year projects are too large and complex for students to resolve
• No time for synthesis of building systems or development of individual spaces
• In thesis studio more direction is needed from the faculty to achieve comprehensive
design
The department of architecture discussed and accepted some of the major recommendations and
adjustments to the SPC matrix as well as other important long-term policy measures.
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Administrative measures initiated by Program administrators.
The Chair established a series of initiatives to enhance preparation for Visit Three. This was in part to
respond to the concern, voiced by students during Visit Two, that they were not aware of the SPCs or
NAAB requirement.
•

It was decided that all courses (Theory/Lecture or Design/Studio) will commence with the
explanation of relevant ‘performance criteria’, this will be explained and discussed in all course
handouts and discussions. Students will be regularly canvassed on how best to address/respond
to this important requirement apart from the overall general requirements of the course stated
in the course description.

•

A permanent committee of 3 faculty (Chair: Abu Hyder Imamuddin) was tasked to monitor the
progress (or the lack of it) to the department council after each review. For Design Studio work,
a member of this team will be present during reviews (mid-term and Final) and make a
judgment on students’ understanding of SPC and ability to address those issues ‘manifestly’ in
their presentation. The report also marks the shortcoming and proposes remedial measures.

•

The department decided to allocate a percentage of the grade to SPC performance in design
studio work. For DESIGN X (Senior Project) this was as high as 15% in the final jury. The SPC
committee fielded one jury member for the 3 higher studios (3rd. 4th. and 5th. year) to exclusively
evaluate SPC performance of each individual student.

•

The Final Jury (with 30% of the grade) was brought forward to the 15th. week, allowing a week
for correction/revision/ SPC issues raised by the jurors. Students resubmitted their revised
drawing at the end of the 16th. week. (One of the CAL POLY recommendation)

A. Response to Conditions Not Met
1.4 Policy Review
Comment: Policy documents were not provided in the team room. The team was told they exist,
but in many cases are not in writing or are possibly in Arabic.
Response: The program has developed the appropriate documents and will provide them in the
team room. Arabic documents will have an English precis or synopsis. Link to relevant
documents posted in UD website will also be provided.
II.1.1 Student Performance Criteria
Realm A: Critical Thinking and Representation
A.4 Technical Documentation (A)

ARCH 242 CAD & GIS (Visit II)

Visiting Team comment: Technical documentation was generally weak and somewhat
superficial. A broad understanding of technical drawing principles was not seen. In addition,
craftsmanship of hand-built models must improve. The decision to require models is the
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program’s; however, if required, the quality should meet care and craft standards of the
profession.
Response: At the time of Visit II, the program had narrowly defined SPC A.4 as applying to
technically correct drawing and presentation. Thus this SPC had been assigned to CAD drafting,
drawing and modeling. In order to address this and to reflect a broader understanding of the
ability required per this SPC, it has now been assigned to ARCH 431 Construction Documents &
Working Drawings. New investment in equipment for model-making has also given the program
the platform to strengthen that aspect of this SPC.
A.10 Cultural Diversity (U)

ARCH 332 Hist. Theory II (Visit II)

Visiting Team comment: Cultural diversity was seen within the faculty and student body;
however, no evidence was found as a curriculum component.
Response: Although the program had a clear understanding of the requirements for SPC A.10,
evidence provided during Visit II was limited to ARCH 332 History Theory II. This gave a limited
picture of student learning, as this subject matter is fully covered in the range of ‘History &
Theory’ courses: ARCH 331, 332, 421 Hist. Theory I, II & III. The intent is to cover student
learning in the extent of these courses.
Realm B: Integrated Building Practices, Technical Skills and Knowledge

B.2 Accessibility (A)

ARCH 501 Design IX (Visit II)

Visiting Team comment: Principles of accessibility were only seen on a superficial level in
the projects reviewed.
Response: At NAAB Visit Two, examples of student studio work failed to convince the reviewer
of the depth and understanding of this ‘ability’ adequately, especially in graphic presentation.
The complexity of the senior level (Design IX) design exercise posed a difficulty in having to
combine accessibility with other programmatic and design requirements. This SPC is now
assigned to ARCH 302 Design VI where small scale projects can parse out all design issues,
including accessibility.
B.4 Site Design (A)

ARCH 301 Design V (Visit II)

Visiting Team comment: Student work reviewed did not indicate a range of abilities designing
buildings responsive to traditional or challenging site conditions (legal, topographic, subsurface
and utility).
Response: In response to the Visiting Team’s comments, the program has reassigned the Site
Design criterion to a higher studio (Design VII Urban Design) in which the urban context of large
built-up areas will set a framework in which students can contend with site design issues. This
SPC is now assigned to ARCH 402 Design VIII.
B.5 Life Safety (A)

ARCH 501 Design IX (Visit II)
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Visiting Team comment: Student work must clearly reflect a basic understanding of life safety
concepts. (fire separation, floor/shaft penetrations, exit locations, exit widths, etc.). None of
these concepts was readily apparent in student work reviewed.
Response: Instruction as well as student learning of this SPC is compounded by the absence of
legally binding regulations and different preferred construction material and fabrication in this
region. In the absence of regulations or building codes, the program follows the best practices
of major corporate clients and projects. Some of the stringent code requirements for firewall,
fire exits and stairs, core layouts etc. are stressed, and these are typically emphasized in the
context of the predominant building materials, concrete and masonry. As with accessibility, the
relevant codes and design guidelines are working their way through relevant regulatory
authorities and will be implemented into the architectural degree program as they become
current. Taking the Team’s reservations into account, the SPC has now been assigned to ARCH
302 & ARCH 501 Design IX.
B.6 Comprehensive Design (A) ARCH 502 Design X (unchanged)
Visiting Team comment: Students must be able to synthesize critical performance criteria in a
single event, project, course or similar assignment at the ability level. No student work observed
demonstrated this ability.
Response: the reorganization of the SPC matrix and the assignment of certain specialized
criteria (such as accessibility and life safety) to earlier studios, the curriculum of ARCH 502
Design X has been made more free to allow new focus on the synthesizing of criteria into a
single studio project. The departmental policy and new emphasis on studio rigor has been
implemented since Visit II in response to this concern.
B.7 Financial Considerations (U)

ARCH 422 Project Management unchanged

Visiting Team comment: Financial analysis information viewed was weak and inconsistent.
Response: The Team comment has been taken into consideration and the instructor/instructors.
The program administrator has implemented, thru policy changes and classroom rigor, new
course material (in English) and students’ work/assignments to focus on this area of
understanding.
B.8 Environmental Systems (U)

ARCH 322 Env. Controls. II (unchanged)

Comment: Projects reviewed lacked complete, relevant environmental system
selections or layouts.
Response: Recognizing that this SPC was nevertheless assigned to the appropriate course, the
program has now implemented changes in policy and classroom rigor (assignments and
evaluation of student work) to address this deficiency identified by the Visit Two team.
B.11 Building Service Systems (U)

ARCH 322 Env. Controls. II (unchanged)

Comment: Building service systems were not apparent on projects reviewed;
therefore there was no evidence of their integration into the designs.
Response: As with B.8 environment Systems, a renewed emphasis on Building Service Systems
has been reinforced in the ARCH 322 Environmental Controls course. This includes emphasis on
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specific assignments, classroom rigor, and evaluation of student work relative to this subject
area.
B.12 Building Materials and Assemblies (U)

ARCH 212 Cons. Sys. & Mat.
ARCH 321 Cons. Sys. & Ass. (unchanged)

Comment: Wall sections/material selections and building skin relationships were
not apparent in building design projects.
Response: Although this subject matter had been assigned to the appropriate courses (ARCH
212 Construction systems & Materials and ARCH 321 Construction Systems & Assemblies) these
courses have been re-tuned include a new emphasis on the assembly of building materials into
building structural and enclosure systems.

Realm C: Leadership and Practice
General Team Commentary: Learning objectives in NAAB’s Leadership and Practice Realm are
modeled to cover production and delivery of architecture in the U.S. society and regulated by
licensure bodies, professional organizations, and governmental agencies. In Saudi Arabia,
neither architects nor engineers are credentialed, nor do architects have a separately recognized
professional organization. Architecture is viewed as a subset of engineering skill and frequently
viewed as a trade. (excepts from VTR II, page 23)
C.3 Client Role in Architecture (U)

ARCH 311 Adv. Des. Methods (Visit II)

Comment: Although client relationships in Saudi Arabia are not the same as those in the West,
they remain a critical link in the design process. Evidence wasn’t observed
representing an
understanding of this criterion.
Response: SPC C.3 Client Role in Architecture has been reassigned to ARCH512 Professional
Practice. The building and construction sector in the region is disorganized, and the different
trades involved are not well defined or demarcated. The architectural program has done what is
possible under the administrative structure of the university to address this in the context of
student experience and learning. It has created an adjunct post for a practicing professional
architect to bring the field conditions into the academia. A professional architect, administrator
and senior member of the Saudi Council of Engineering has been assigned this course. This will
improve course ARCH 512 Professional Practice and the SPCs allotted to it.
C.5 Practice Management (U)

ARCH 442 Proj. Management (Visit II)

Comment: Evidence of roles in the management of a Saudi architect’s practice
was not found; this understanding is essential.
Response: The SPC has been reassigned to ARCH512 Professional Practice, as it is a more logical
location, especially with a focus on local/regional building and construction practices. In this
course, students are able to study practice management issues in the broader context of
professional practice, especially in the region.
C.6 Leadership (U)

ARCH 512 Prof. Practice (Visit II)
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Comment: An understanding of leadership skills was not apparent in evidence observed.
Response: This SPC has been reassigned to ARCH 442 Project Management, where the criteria
can be better addressed, with emphasis on leadership in the context of the design and
management of an architectural project.
C.8 Ethics and Professional Judgment (U)

ARCH 512 Prof. Practice (unchanged)

Comment: Evidence presented did not adequately convey an understanding of ethics and
professional judgment.
Response: The pedagogy for this course has been re-formatted with the creation of an adjunct
post for a practicing professional architect to bring the current practice−including key issues
such as ethics and professional judgment into the academic context. A professional architect,
administrator and senior member of Saudi Council of Engineering has been assigned this course.
The council is presently preparing detailed codes of conduct for architectural practice in Saudi
Arabia, and this will be incorporated into the curriculum as it is introduced and implemented.

B. Response to Conditions Not Yet Met
II.4.1 Statement on Substantially Equivalent Degrees
Response: As required, the Statement was placed prominently on the University webpage, linked
with the NAAB Logo. All required documents (APR II and VTR I) were also posted there. However,
the University was going thru a major overhauling of the website and the English contents were
haphazardly and temporarily placed. Website navigation was inelegant, did not logically lead the
‘Equivalency’ statement as it should have. Now there is a full-time IT department assigned to restructure and maintain the website and its content, and this will enable the program to address this
concern satisfactorily.
II.4.4 Public Access to APRs and VTRs
Response: All required documents (APR II and VTR I) were also posted there. As mentioned, the
University was going thru a major overhaul of the website and the English contents were
haphazardly placed. There is now an IT department assigned to develop and maintain the website
and this concern will be addressed satisfactorily.

III.1.1.2 Responses to Causes of Concern
A. Time available to prepare for Visit Three.
Visiting Team comment: Subject to the NAAB Board’s final recommendation, the team had a
concern over the time available to develop work responsive to team findings and the program’s
readiness for visit three.
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Response: The program has responded to this concern by delaying Visit Three to the fall of 2016.
This has allowed the program to redefine the studio curriculum and course content and to save a
more extensive record of student work.

B. The quality of student design projects.
Visiting Team comment: The overall quality of the student design projects from high pass to low
pass is lower than would be considered acceptable in the United States—i.e., projects noted as high
pass would not be ranked thus, and low passes would likely be considered unacceptable.
The Visiting Team’s evaluation of the student work was the likely result of three factors: (1) The studio
sequence, still evolving, had not yet imposed adequate rigor on student development or set
appropriately high goals for this sequence; (2) Although the program had begun to address this even
before the arrival of the team, an inadequate amount of student work had been collected and
presented in the Team Room. The campus and the department had located to the new location earlier
that semester and much was lost in transit. And (3) the peculiarities of the grading system, which
weighs initially on participation and attendance, reserving 30% of the grade for the final jury, tends to
depress the grades of the high achievers and elevate the grades of those on the lower end.
The first two factors have been addressed with the re-ordering and re-direction of the studio sequence,
which was in motion immediately following the visit and for which two full semesters of the studio
courses are now represented. Also, the reassignment (to different studios than previously) of a number
of the Student Performance Criteria identified as deficient by the team, has presented students with
design challenges more appropriate to the successive levels of studio work. The third factor (the grading
system) is an inherent reality of the university system, and the program is keeping this in mind when
assembling work for display in the team room.
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Please refer the tabulated Design grade for all Design Studios below as illustration of our strict and
scrupulous grading system.

DESIGN STUDIO Grades for 2016
1436
- 37H
5th. 2015
Year -16

4th. 2015
Year -16

3rd. 2016
Year

2nd. 2016
Year

1nd.
Year

2016

Total/
Passed

A+

A

B+

B

C+

C

D+

D

F

DN/
W/IC

2nd.
Semester

ARCH
502

34/28

0

0

3

5

4

8

6

3

0

1/5

1st.
Semester

ARCH
501

37/35

0

0

3

4

13

6

7

2

2

-

2nd.
Semester

ARCH
402

36/36

0

0

2

5

19

8

0

2

0

-

1st.
Semester

ARCH
401

37/34

0

0

1

4

5

12

11

1

2

-/1

2nd.
Semester

ARCH
302

38/34

0

3

0

1

7

9

9

5

0

4/0

1st.
Semester

ARCH
301

41/36

1

2

0

2

10

13

6

2

3

1/1

2nd.
Semester

ARCH
202

134/
121

0

4

6

15

26

35

20

15

13

1st.
Semester

ARCH
201

157/
130

0

13

9

16

28

26

21

13

15

-/12

2nd.
Semester

ARCH
102

400/
350

9

23

54

84

76

49

33

22

28

21

1st.
Semester

ARCH
101

470/
403

6

35

70

99

90

56

28

19

37

30

C. Hand-built models
Visiting Team comment: If the program considers hand-built models important to the learning
experience, construction craftsmanship must be improved. The decision to require models lies with
the program; however, the quality should meet care and standards of the profession.
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Response: Students use CAD (esp. Revit) as design and drawing tool. Initially, this was encouraged, and
students acquired good-to-high proficiency in its usage. The convenience and ease of virtual modelling
(and rendering) moved the students away from physical model-making. The program realized the
negative impact of such dependency and has encouraged students to balance their digital skills with a
supporting emphasis on physical model-making. Model making is now is a must all stages of any design
exercise. Junior studios (Design III and IV) start the design on models and then to hand drawings and in
senior studios CAD drawing are allowed after Concept Generation stage. The college has upgraded the
modelling lab with laser cutters and 3D-printers and personnel (see Lab section in this report).

III.1.2 Summary of Responses to Changes in the NAAB Conditions
Visit Three and the preparation of this APR fall under the requirements of the NAAB 2012
Conditions for Substantial Equivalency and the NAAB 2013 Procedures for Substantial Equivalency.
Visit Two fell under the requirements of the same Conditions and Procedures, so there are no
changes requiring a response.

92

First Year Preparatory Program

Architectural Program Report

University of Dammam

June 2016

The following is the detailed description of the courses offered to students of the Preparatory Year for the
three colleges, namely; Architecture & Planning, Engineering and Design.

ENGL 101 ENGLISH I
1. Course Name: English I
2. Course Number: ENGL 101
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 6, Contact Hours 16
4. Course Prerequisite: Admission
5. Course Description
The English Language Course is an integrated skill development program (reading, writing, speaking, and
structure) for the first year students, presenting a systematically structured linguistic material tailored and
presented through the scope of English for Special Purposes (ESP) approach.
6. Course Objectives
In the 1st semester, students are taught to;
Express ideas with use of simple and compound sentences both orally and in writing; combine facts/ideas
from two or more sources in integrated compositions and participate in class activities; read, summarize
and organize facts and concepts from books, articles, speeches, etc.; and develop his/her learning
strategies, and gain self-confidence.
7. Expected Course outcomes
At the end of the course, students should be able to:
• Actively participate in all class discussions and real-life situations in English;
• Realize the importance of English, as a language of communication
• Gain reasonable command of the four skills of the language;
• Develop reading strategies, such as scanning, summarizing, and extracting main ideas, and
• Proceed to the specialty phase with confidence.
8. Achievement Evaluation
1. Continuous:
a. Quiz 1
b. Midterm Exam
c. Quiz 2
d. Att. & Part.
2. Final Exam:
Total

10%
30%
10%
10%
40%
100%

9. NAAB Student Performance Criteria: General Education Course – Not Applicable
10. Textbooks & Reference Materials Recommended
Reading
- Architecture and building construction, James Cumming, Longman House.
Writing
- Interactions 2, 4th Edition, Cheryl Pavlik & Margaret Segal.
Grammar - Fundamentals of English Grammar, Part I, 3rd Ed., Bettey Azar.
Listening
- Listen Carefully, Jack Richards.
General Vocabulary - A Guide to Formation and Usage, Book 1, W.D. Sheeler & R.W. Markley
Speaking
- (Direct exposure to communicative skills)
11. Faculty Assignment
Department of English
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ENGL 102 ENGLISH II
1. Course Name: English II
2. Course Number: ENGL 102
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 6, Contact Hours 16
4. Prerequisite: ENG 101
5. Course Description
Key Features: In the second semester, studies will continue with emphasis principally placed on
specialty-based English (English for Specific Purposes -ESP), focusing on developing communicative
competence in a specific field, such as architecture, business, science, or technology.
6. Course Objectives
In the 2nd semester, students are taught to:
• Establish informal from formal style in spoken and written English;
• Communicate effectively in English in professional and social situations;
• Address jury, report incidents, describe objects, and make responsible decisions;
• Work cooperatively with others to accomplish tasks, organize and express thoughts, and do
presentations.
7. Expected course outcomes
By completing courses; 1203-161 and 1203-162, students should be able to:
• Speak English with native speakers without hesitation;
• Read, summarize, and prepare scientific reports relevant to the field of specialty;
• Prepare, organize, and present ideas and suggestions;
• Write a multi-paragraph essay utilizing scientific information and data;
• Listen to, comprehend English text, and distinguish between different intonations;
• Address audience and discuss matters of concern;
• Plan for further progressive studies pertaining to specialty; and confidently work in the field of
specialty.
8. Achievement Evaluation
1. Continuous: a. Quiz 1
b. Mid term Exam
c. Quiz 2
d. Att. & Part.
2. Final Exam:
Total

10%
30%
10%
10%
40%
100%

9. NAAB Student Performance Criteria: General Education Course – Not Applicable
10. Textbooks & Reference Materials Recommended
Reading:
-Architecture and building construction, James Cumming, Longman House
Writing:
-Interactions 2, 4th Edition, Cheryl Pavlik & Margaret Segal
Grammar: - Fundamentals of English Grammar, Part II, 3rd Ed., Bettey Azar.
Listening: -Improve Your Aural Comprehension, Joan Morley, The University of Michigan
Scientific Vocabulary: -(Faculty prepared).
Speaking: -Skills in English, Level 2, Terry Phillips & Anna Phillips.
11. Faculty Assignment
Department of English
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MATH 112 MATHEMATICS
1. Course Name: Mathematics
2. Course Number: MATH 112
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 3, Contact Hours 3
4. Course Prerequisites: Admission
5. Course Description
Introduction to fundamentals of Algebra: Numbers, polynomials, factoring, exponential, fractional
expressions. Equations and Inequalities: Linear equations, formulas, quadratic equations, inequalities
and system of equations.
6. Course Objectives
The aim of this course is to review all fundamental mathematics and prepare all students for further
studies. Students will be prepared for success in such courses as calculus, statistics, finite mathematics
and calculations
7. Course Evaluation
1. Continuous assessment:
a. Quiz 1
10%
b. Quiz 2
10%
c. Mid-term
20%
d. Home work
20%
2. Final Exam
a. Final Written Exam 40%
8. NAAB Student Performance Criteria: General Education Course – Not Applicable
9. Course Recommended Books
Linda Gilbert and Jimmie Gilbert(2001) College Algebra with Trigonometry. McGraw-hill USA
Margaret L. Lial and Charles D. Miller (1999). Algebra and Trigonometry. Scott, Foresman and Company.
USA
10. Faculty Assignment
Department of Mathematics
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PHYS 132 PHYSICS
1. Course Name: Physics
2. Course Number: PHYS 132
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 3, Contact Hours 4
4. Course Prerequisites: Admission
5. Course Description
Introduction to concepts in physics, including: rectangular co-ordinate systems; vectors; scalars:
displacement; velocity; acceleration; equations of motion, work as a scalar product of force and
displacement; and work done in gravitational field near earth’s surface.
6. Course Objectives
• Describe physical phenomena in terms of models, laws and principles;
• Recognize the operation of the scientific principles in established practical applications to apply
acquired knowledge, experience and skills to new situations in a novel manner;
• Develop observational skills, confidence in using scientific equipment and relate the knowledge of
scientific concepts to quantitative and physical measurement;
• Help the students feel that the advancement in physics and its extended applications are essential
for the healthy growth of national economy and to appreciate that physics is a major part of the
modern world;
• Develop attitudes such as concern for accuracy and precision, objectivity, and enquiry.
7. Course Learning Outcomes
After the completion of this course, the student will be able to:
• Compile clear and concise accounts of experimental work and theoretical treatments.
• Interpret the recorded data.
• Use modes to explain phenomena and discuss issues relating to the social, economic,
environmental and technological implications of physics.
8. Course Evaluation
Continuous Assessment:
Quiz1
Quiz2
Mid-term Exam.
Final Written Examination
Total

20%
20%
20%
40%
100%

9. NAAB Student Performance Criteria: General Education Course – Not Applicable
10. Course Recommended Book
11. Faculty Assignment

Department of Physics
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ARCH 121 DESIGN I
1. Course Name: Design I
2. Course Number: ARCH-121
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 3, Contact Hours 6
4. Course Prerequisites: Admission
5. Course Description:
This is the first studio in the sequence of design courses in all departments, also it is an introductory
studio course to develop drafting and graphic skills for visual representation of student's ideasand an
introduction to basic equipment, materials, drawing, graphic communication and rendering techniques.
6. Course Objectives:
• Understanding fundamentals of drafting and design principles.
• Demonstrating abilities to use graphics skills, presentation & projection techniques using different
tools.
• Understanding of basic equipment, materials, drawings and rendering techniques.
• Developing the student's ability and skills for graphic communication as a tool for expressing and
developing design ideas.
• To understanding of the two and three dimensional design presentations and all allied medium
techniques.
• To enhance the free hand sketching skills.
7. Course Learning Outcomes:
After the completion of this course, the student will be able to;
• Use and apply the terminology of engineering & graphic skills.
• Use and apply the various graphic presentation techniques and apply the orthographic projections.
• Use and apply the basic equipment, materials, drawing, graphic communication and rendering
techniques.
• Use and apply the two and three dimensional design presentations
8. Course Evaluation: Continuous Assessment:
i.
Studio Projects.
ii.
Mid-term Exam.
iii.
Attendance, participation
iv.
Final Exam
Total

50%
20%
10%
20%
100%

9. NAAB Student Performance Criteria: None
10. Textbooks and References:
Ching, Francis D.K., “Architecture Form ,Space and Order”, Van Nostrand Reinhold, 2007.
Albert, Greg & Rachel Wolf, “Basic Drawing Techniques”, North light Books, Ohio, 1991.
Ching, Francis D.K., “Design Drawing” John Wiley & Sons, New York, 1998.
Chen, John S.M, “Architecture in Color Drawings” N.Y: McGraw Hill, 1996.
Kopacz, Jeanne, “Color in Three-Dimensional Design”, McGraw Hill, London, 2003.
Linton, Harold & Maggie Toy, “Color in Architecture”, Academy Group, NY 2003.
11. Faculty Assignment:
Mohamed El Aby (Coordinator), Khaled El Deeb, Mohamed Dessouki, Hany Kotb, Mohamed Abdulbary,
Saeed Farrag , Ahmed Rashiedy, Alsyed Ramadan, Mahmoud Abdelwahed
(From College of Architecture & Planning) Abdullah Al Yamy, Ahmed Al Rashed, Abdullah Al Quhtani,
Nouh Al Mesallam, Raed Albanna, Abood Al Amoudy, Ahmed Alhusain
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ARCH 122 DESIGN II
1. Course Name: Design II
2. Course Number: ARCH 122
3. Course Hours: Credit hours 3 Contact Hours 6
4. Course Prerequisites: ARCH 121
5. Course Description:
Introduction to fundamental of architectural drawing skills and ability to communicate simple forms
graphically by transforming visual information into two-dimentional images with shade and shadows.
6. Course Objectives:
• To enhance the understanding and comprehension of 2D&3D drawings along with effective use of
various representation techniques.
• Study and observation of shade and shadows from real and abstract models, made by the students.
• Sharpening free hand sketching skills, emphasizing proportions, composition, shade, shadows and
accuracy, etc.
• Understanding of scale and its application in architectural drawings along with use of symbols,
conventions, materials rendering, etc.
• Exposing the students to architectural drawing process using a small scale/ simple design project
with emphasis on relationships of internal and external spaces, views and site organizations.
7. Course Learning Outcomes:
After the completion of this course, the student will be able to;
• Use and apply the terminology of architectural drawing.
• Use and apply the various architectural graphic presentation techniques.
• Use and apply 3D drawings, such as axonometric, isometric and perspective.
• Draw shades and shadows.
• Draw full orthographic projection for a given building (plans, sections, elevations and site plan)
using different scales and presentation techniques.
8. Course Evaluation:
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.

Studio Projects.
Mid-term Exam.
Attendance & Participation
Final Project
Total

60%
10%
10%
20%
100%

9. NAAB Student Performance Criteria: None
10. Course Textbooks & References:
Albert, Greg, “Basic Drawing Techniques” Ohio: North Light book, 1991.
Ching, Francis D.K., “Architectural Graphics” 4th Ed., N.Y.: Van Nostrand Reinhold, 2009.
Smith, Kendra Schank, “Architects' Drawings,” A Selection of Sketches by World Famous
Architects through History, London: Elsevier, 2005.
Uddin, M. Saleh, “Axonometric and Oblique Drawing,” A 3-D Construction, Rendering, and Design Guide,
McGraw Hill, N.Y. 1997.
11. Faculty Assignment:
Mohamed El Aby (Coordinator), Khaled El Deeb, Mohamed Dessouki, Hany Kotb, Mohamed Abdulbary,
Saeed Farrag , Ahmed Rashiedy, Alsyed Ramadan, Mahmoud Abdelwahed
(From College of Architecture & Planning) Abdullah Al Yamy, Ahmed Al Rashed, Abdullah Al Quhtani,
Nouh Al Mesallam, Raed Albanna, Abood Al Amoudy, Ahmed Alhusain
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COMP 131 COMPUTER SKILLS
1. Course Name: Computer skills
2. Course Number: COMP 131
3. Course Hour: Credit hours: 2, Contact hours: 4
4. Course Prerequisites: Admission
5. Course description:
Introduction to the fundamentals of Information and Communication Technology (ICT), and exposure to
standard stand-alone, local area and Internet networked software used in the building industry.
6. Course objectives:
• To help the student to develop a broad range of ICT skills
• To develop an understanding of uses and applications of ICT systems including the use of a range of
networked computer systems
• To train students how to produce standard documents
• To train students how to make and manage contacts and activities
7. Course learning outcomes:
After the completion of the course, the student will be able to:
• Understand the characteristics of various ICT systems in terms of capabilities and use
• Produce Word and Spreadsheet standard documents
• Publish information
• Communicate and manage communications, activities and tasks
8. Course evaluation:
1. Continuous assessment
1. Term Work: (Lab activities, homework and quizzes)
2. Mid term exam
2. Final examination
1. Final practical examination
Total

40 %
20 %
40%
100%

9. NAAB Student Performance Criteria: General Education Course – Not Applicable
10. Course recommended book
Teach yourself Microsoft Office 2003 in 24 hours .Perry, Greg M . Sams, c2003
Show Me Microsoft Office Outlook 2003. Johnson, Steve. Que Pub., c2003.
11. Course references
The official site of Microsoft http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/default.aspx
CAD tutorials on the Internet
12. Faculty Assignment:
External Instructor (Consultant)
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LRSK 142 LEARNING AND COMMUNICATION SKILLS
1. Course name: Learning and Communication skills
2. Course number: LRSK 142
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours: 2 Contact Hours: 4
4. Course Prerequisites: Admission
5. Course description
Introduction to concepts, theories, methods, and professional practice attitudes, including: writing,
graphics, and oral presentation techniques and skills, and technical presentation tools and skills.
6. Course Objectives
• Ensuring function, ideological, and applied concepts
• Developing skills of personality’s; identity, and responsibility.
• Upgrade skills of thinking and scientific research.
• Concentrates on interactive learning skills; discussion, logic, and team works
7. Course learning outcomes
On completion of the course the student shall be exposed to;
• Refinement of educational environmental communication skills for effective professional
presentation.
• Have an understanding the process of communication, and its main elements for this process.
• Have an understanding the impact of technology on the process of communication; by using tools
and materials of communication such as; video, computers programs, overhead projectors,
microphones.
• Increase the student’s critical thinking, evaluation and decision making abilities.
• Increase the student’s abilities to improve his performance in human relationships.
• Assist the student in developing skills and techniques in research, reading. comprehension, writing
skill, and oral presentation.
• Be able to develop the communication skills about environment for effective professional
presentation.
• Be able to prepare technical presentation; writing, talking and presentation.
• Be able to present the student as a designer, public relation assistance, marketing and advertising.
• Be able to evaluate technical presentation as; theme, aims, goals, methodology, components,
visions, sounds.
9. Course evaluation:
1. Continuous assessment
Term work
Mid term exam
2. Final examination
Final practical examination
Total

40 %
20 %
40%
100%

10. NAAB Student Performance Criteria: General Education Course – Not Applicable
10. Course recommended book
11. Course references
12. Faculty Assignment
Department of English
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ISLM 151 ISLAMIC CULTURE
1. Course name: Islamic Culture
2. Course number: ISLM-151
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours: 2 Contact Hours: 2
4. Course Prerequisites: Admission
5. Course description
Introduction to the notification of Islamic culture, the relationships between the culture, religion and
civilization, the emergence of the Islamic cultural science, Its curriculum, its targets, its features, its
sources, and its axes.
6. Course objectives
• The definition of the main concepts to the Islamic culture and their axes.
• The clarification of the pillars of the Islamic culture and the Islam attitude from the other cultures.
• The study of the contemporary challenges that faces the Islamic culture and the Islam attitude from
them.
• The notification of human rights in Islam, the clarification of their importance, their sources and the
clarification of The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia attitude from the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights.
7. Course learning outcomes
The student should be able to provide understanding of the following:
• The definition of the main concepts to the Islamic culture and their axes.
• The clarification of the pillars of the Islamic culture and the Islam attitude from the other cultures.
• The study of the contemporary challenges that faces the Islamic culture and the Islam attitude from
them.
• The notification of human rights in Islam, the clarification of their importance, their sources and the
clarification of The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia attitude from the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights.
8. Course evaluation
1. Continuous assessment
Exam 1
Mid term Work
2. Final examination
Final practical examination
Total

20 %
40 %
40%
100%

9. NAAB Student Performance Criteria: General Education Course – Not Applicable
10. Course recommended book
The Islamic culture and the age challenges, Dr. shawkat Muhammad Ilyan.
11. Course references
The introduction to the Islamic culture, Dr. Ahmad bin Abdul Aziz al-Hulaybi
The Islamic culture, Islam and the age issues, Dr. Mamun Salih al-Sakit and another.
The human rights and its main freedoms, Dr. Abdul Wahab al-shishani.
12. Faculty Assignment
Department of IslamicStudies
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ISLM-152 ISLAMIC CREED & ETHICS
1. Course name: Islamic Creed & Ethics
2. Course number: ISLM-252
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 2, Contact Hours: 2
4. Course Prerequisites: Admission
5. Course description
Introduction to concepts of Social Policy in Islam: belief and the importance of its study, its advantages
and its sources, the reality of belief, the notification of ethics, and the study of models of Islamic morals.
6. Course objectives
The establishment of the proper Islamic doctrine.
• Linking the Muslim generations with the main Islam sources.
• Showing the importance of the transfer of these sources and knowledge to an alive reality in the
behaviour and especially in our contemporary world.
• The clarification of the good ancestors doctrine and the clarification of their belief accuracy and the
establishment of their articles in the belief.
• The clarification of the manners position in Islam, and the showing of its features and its
connection with the belief and the worship.
7. Course expected outcomes
The student should be able to identify and understand the following:
• The establishment of the right Islamic doctrine.
• Linking the Muslim generations with the main Islam sources.
• Showing the importance of the transfer of these sources and knowledge to an alive reality in the
behaviour and especially in our contemporary world.
• The clarification of the good ancestors doctrine and the clarification of their belief accuracy and the
establishment of their articles in the belief.
• The clarification of the manners position in Islam, and the showing of its features and its
connection with the belief and the worship.
8. Course evaluation
1. Continuous assessment
Exam 1
Mid Term exam
2. Final examination
Final practical examination
Total

20%
40 %
40%
100%

9. NAAB Student Performance Criteria: General Education Course – Not Applicable
10. Course recommended book
The belief: Its truth, its corners, its invalidating, Dr. Muhammad Na’im Yasin.
11. Course references
The introduction to the belief study, Dr. Uthman Jum’ah.
The explanation of Al Tahawiyya belief, Ibn Abi al-Izz al-Hanafi.
The Islamic doctrine, Abdur Rahman Habannaka al-Maydani.
The Islamic morals, Abdur Rahman Habannaka al-Maydani.
12. Faculty Assignment

Department of Islamic Studies
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PHED 162 PHYSICAL EDUCATION
1. Course name: Physical education
2. Course number: 212-101
3. Course Hour: Credit Hours1, Contact Hours 2
4. Course Prerequisites: admission
5. Course description
Introduction about history of sport activities in KSA, the role of Ministry of Education in teaching and
Ministry of Youth Affairs in sport activities & development, including study of the elements of physical
education and its forms including physical and health fitness and activities.
6. Course objectives
8. Course evaluation
1. Continuous assessment
Class attendance
Term Work:
2. Final examination
Final practical examination
Total

20 %
40 %
40%
100%

9. NAAB Student Performance Criteria: General Education Course - Not Applicable
10. Course recommended book
11. Course references
12. Faculty Assignment
Department of Physical Education
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The following is the detailed description of the courses offered to 2nd. Year students of the department of Architecture,
Interior Design, Landscape Architecture, Urban & Regional Planning and Building Technology.

ARCH 201 DESIGN III
1. Course Title: Design III (Architectural and Interior Design)
2. Course Number: ARCH-201
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 4, Contact Hours 8
4. Prerequisites: Pass Preparatory Year
5. Course Description
Introduction to the architectural and interior design process, through pragmatic studies in a studio context,
including: description of each phase, activities and objectives; models for problem-solving process in design
utilizing graphic thinking.
6. Course Aim and Objectives
• Enable students to understand the system of design process and development.
• Enable students to understand the basic methods of interior space design.
• Establish a need/requirement, leading to project definition.
• Formulate a comprehensive program through area requirements.
• Form critical appraisals of an existing similar function (case studies).
• Enable students to understand furniture placement, sizing related to function of a space.
• Develop an understanding of psychology of space related to materials, finishes and colors.
7. Course Assessment
1. Assignments and Conceptual design
2. Midterm jury
3. Design Development
4. Pre-Final Jury
5. Final Jury
Total

1 to 6th. week
7th.
8 to 11
13th.
16th.

20%
20%
20%
10%
30%
100%

8. NAAB Student Performance Criteria
None
9. Textbooks & Reference Materials
Neufert 3rd edition Author Bousmaha Baiche Nicho Publisher Blackwell Science
Time Saver Architectural Graphic Standards Author John Wiley & Sons, Inc. New York, NY LAS Walliman
Publisher John Wiley & Sons, Inc. New York, NY
Ching, F. (1979) Architecture: Form, Space, and Order, New York: Van Nostrand Reinhold Company.
Panero, J. and Zelnik, M. (1989) Human dimensions and interior spaces: a source Book of design reference
standards, Whitney library of design, New York
Arco Architects and publishers studio (2001) Newconcepts in House interiors, Spain: atrium International.
Lock, W. (1997) Interior design ideas, London: Eaglemoss Publications
Pitrowski, C.M. (1994) Professional Practice for Interior Designers, New York: Van Nostrand Reinhold
10. Faculty Assigned
Zunaifer (co-ordinator), Mullick+, Ahmad Hasan, Islam Mostafa, Ahmad Rasheedi (Prep.) Raed Al-Banna.
Mansour+, Hani Kotb (Prep.) Mahmoud Abdulwahid (Prep), Nouh Al-Musallum, Ahmad Rashwan
Abdelghany+, Mohammad El Abi (Prep), Saeed Faraj (Prep), Omair Beshi, Shoaib Arif (Interior).
Aboud Al-Amoudi+, Khalid Al-Deeb (Prep), Mohammad Wafa (Prep) Yousef Al-Suhaimi, Abdulla Yami (Build.
Tech.)
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ARCH 202 DESIGN IV
1. Course Title: Design IV (Landscape and Urban Planning)
2. Course Number: ARCH-202
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 4, Contact Hours 8
4. Prerequisites: ARCH-201
5. Course Description
Further development of students’ previous design projects, with emphasis on small scale projects stressing
design principles and composition, landscape design, site planning, and urban planning.
6. Course Aim and Objectives
• Understanding design principles both functional and visual.
• Demonstrating an understanding of composition: form-function relationships, zoning, and context.
• Generating design ideas that address specific design problems.
• Understanding the meaning of form (aesthetic) and functions (criteria).
• Understanding relationships between various components: spaces and masses.
• Demonstrating abilities to use graphics: using appropriate scale to draw plans, sections, elevations,
perspectives, and producing models.
7. Course Assessment
1. Term work
2. Midterm jury
3. Pre final submission
4. Final jury
Total

1-8th, 10-13th. week
9th.
14th.
15th.

30%
15%
15%
40%
100%

8. NAAB Student Performance Criteria
A.3 Visual Communication Skills
9. Textbooks & References
Urban Design Associates: The Urban Design Handbook: Techniques and Working Methods. New York: W.W.
Norton and Co. 2005.
Booth, Norman, K.: Basic Elements of Landscape Architectural Design. New York: Elsevier
Reid, Grant W.: From Concept to Form in Landscape Architecture, New York: Van Nostrand Reinhold, 1993.
Scott Van Dyke: From Line to Design: Design /Graphics/Communication, Third Edition 1990, Van Nostrand
Reinhold.
Grant W. Reid, Landscape Graphics: From concept sketch to presentation rendering, 1987, Whitney Library
of Design.
Moughtin, Cliff: Urban Design, Methods and Technique. NY: Architectural Press, 1999.
10. Faculty Assignment
Zunaifer (co-ordinator), Mullick+, Ahmad Hasan, Islam Mostafa, Ahmad Rasheedi (Prep.) Raed Al-Banna.
Mansour+, Hani Kotb (Prep.) Mahmoud Abdulwahid (Prep), Nouh Al-Musallum, Ahmad Rashwan
Abdelghany+, Mohammad El Abi (Prep), Saeed Faraj (Prep), Omair Beshi, Shoaib Arif (Interior).
Aboud Al-Amoudi+, Khalid Al-Deeb (Prep), Mohammad Wafa (Prep) Yousef Al-Suhaimi, Abdulla Yami (Build.
Tech.)
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ARCH-222 ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL SYSTEMS I
1. Course Title: Environmental Control System (Thermal)
2. Course Number: ARCH-222
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 2, Contact hours 3
4. Prerequisites: Pass Preparatory Year
5. Course Description
The course aims to enable students to understand the direct relationship between the climate (macro and
micro) and human comfort. A brief introduction to climatology and weather deviations. Explaining the
techniques and tools of analyzing and controlling the macro and micro climatic factors affecting the
building.
6. Aim and Objective
• To develop student’s understanding of the relation between micro and macro climate and human
comfort
• To promote student’s knowledge about sun path, solar angles, shadow angles, different types shading
masks and devices
• To increase student’s awareness of tools and techniques of passive design to achieve indoor thermal
comfort and minimize dependencies of traditional energy sources as part of sustainability objectives
• To develop student’s skills in analyzing climatic elements using Mahoney tables, using and extracting
information from solar charts, shadow angle protractor, ET chart, Givoni's chart, Olgey's chart, and
psychometric chart.
7. Course Assessment
i. Quizzes
ii. Midterm exam
iii. Assignment
iv. Final exam
Total 100%

4th, 8th, 12th weeks
10th week
13th week
16th week

30%
15%
15%
40%

8. NAAB Student Performance Criteria
None
9. Textbooks & References
Sun, Wind, And Light (Architectural Design Strategies) G, Z, Brown
Design with Climate, Victor Olgyay
Design Primer for Hot Climates, Allan Konya
Natural Solar Architecture, David Wright
Climate & Architecture, Jeffery E. Aronin
Solar Control and Shading Devices, V. Olgyay
Buildings, Climate and Energy, T. A. Markus & E. N. Morris
Thermal Design of Buildings, Szokolay
10. Faculty Assignment
Al-Hefnawy, Al-Zunaifer
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ARCH 211 CONCEPT OF STRUCTURE
1. Course title: Concept of Structures.
2. Course Number: ARCH-211
3. Course Hours: Credit hours 3, Contact hours 3
4. Prerequisites: Pass Preparatory year
5. Course Description
Study of the necessary fundamentals of structure, including an introduction to structural phenomenal loads,
forces, reaction, structural elements, types of supports, stability and analysis and determinacy.
6. Aims and Objectives
• To demonstrate an understanding of the structural behavior.
• To demonstrate an understanding of the structural components.
• Offer simplified calculation of the straining actions of the structural elements.
• Provide students with fundamental structural formulas to understand their behavior for internal and
external subjective forces.
7. Course Assessment
1. Quizzes
4, 11 & 13th. week
2. Midterm examination
8 or 9th.
3. Assignment
3,7,10 & 12th.
4. Attendance, participation 1 to 15
5. Final examination
16th. week
Total

15% grade
20%
10%
5%
50%
100%

8. NAAB Student Performance Criteria
B.9 Structural Systems
9. Textbooks & References
R. Whitlow, Materials and structures, Longman, London, 2007
W. Fishe Cassie, Statics structures and stress, Longman, London, 2004.
El Dakhakhni, Theory of Structures Part I, Dar al-maaref, Cairo, 1988 .
R.E. Shaeffer, P.E. Building Structures, Prentice- Hall, New Jersey, 2001
Mario Salvadori, Robert Heller, Structure in Architecture, Prentice hall, New Jersey, 1999
10. Faculty Assignment
Mohammed Rahal
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ARCH 212 CONSTRUCTION SYSTEMS AND MATERIALS
1. Course Title: Construction Systems and Materials
2. Course Number: ARCH-212
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 3, Contact Hours 4
4. Prerequisites: Pass Preparatory Year
5. Course Description
Principles and fundamentals of building construction and materials, including construction techniques and
basic concepts of structural systems and foundations according to building loads and soil characteristics.
6. Course Aim and Objectives
• To develop in the students an understanding the principles and fundamentals of construction of
buildings, theoretical concepts on construction systems and types of loading.
• To expose the students to simple thumb rule calculations for preliminary ideas of sizes of columns,
beams and floor systems.
• To build up the students knowledge regarding the physical, chemical and structural properties of
various materials used in construction and methods of use and potential applications.
• To develop in the students the ability to choose the right type of materials during the design stages.
• To know the alternative building materials those are available in the local market and gulf region.
• Acquire adequate knowledge on different construction systems and their appropriate application in
design.
7. Course Assessment
1. Quizzes (4)
2. Midterm exam
3. Assignments (4)
4. Attendance
5. Final examination
Total

Any week
9th.
4, 8, 12 & 14th.
16th.

10%
20%
20%
10%
40%
100%

8. NAAB Student Performance Criteria
B.12 Building Materials and Assemblies
9. Textbooks & References
Frank K. Ching, Cassandra Adams, Building Construction Illustrated, John Wiley & Sons, 2001
Simmons, Leslie H. Construction: Principles, Materials and Methods, John Wiley & Sons 2000
D. Walton, Building Construction, Principles and Practices, Macmillan, 1999
Stephen Emmett &Christopher Gorse, Barry’s Introduction to Construction of Buildings, Blackwell Publishing,
2005
Allen, Edward & Joseph, Fundamentals of Building Construction. John Wiley & Sons, 2003
Seely Y.H, Building Technology, Macmillan, London, 2002
10. Faculty Assignment
Hussain, Al-Musallam, Tijani (Building Technology)
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ARCH 221 SURVEYING
1. Course Title: Surveying
2. Course Number: ARCH-221
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 2, Contact hours 3
4. Prerequisites: Pass Preparatory Year
5. Course Description
Introduction to surveying techniques: linear measurements, angular measurements using theodolite and
total station, traverses, leveling, contouring, computation of areas and volumes, as well as surveing of
building sites.
6. Course Aim and Objectives
• To demonstrate the ability to lay off and lay out buildings.
• To demonstrate an understanding of earthworks.
• Offer simplified calculation for the areas and the excavation volume.
• To demonstrate an understanding of leveling and traverses.
• To demonstrate an understanding of mapping and contouring.
7. Course Assessment
1. Quizzes, practical assignments
2. Midterm examination
3. Assignments
4. Attendance
5. Final examination

4, 11 & 13th. week
8 or 9th.
3,7,10 & 12th.
16th.
Total

15%
25%
5%
5%
50%
100%

8. NAAB Student Performance Criteria: General Education Course – Not Applicable
9. Textbooks and References
Surveying: Principles and Application, By Barry F. Kavanagh, 8th Edition 2008, Prentice Hall pub.
Solving Problems in Surveying, A. Bannister and R. Baker.
10. Faculty Assignment: Rahal
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ARCH-231 ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN I
1. Course Title: Environmental Design I
2. Course Number: ARCH-231
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 2, Contact hours 2
4. Prerequisites: Pass Preparatory Year
5. Course Description
Introduction to the art and science of Architecture, Interior design, and Building technology as the
environmental design professions, and the process of environmental design goal formulation.
6. Aim of the Course and Objective
• To define what is meant by Architecture, Interior design, and Building technology.
• To acquaint the students with different theories of Architecture, Interior design, and Building
technology.
• To identify different types of Architecture, Interior design, and Building technology.
• To fully explain the process of Architecture, Interior design, and Building technology.
• To present a historical perspective of Architecture, Interior design, and Building technology.
• To present the major professional activities of Architecture, Interior design, and Building technology.
7. Course Assessment
1. Midterm exam
2. Attendance, participation
3. Final exam
Total

8th. week
1 to 15th.
15th.

30%
10%
60%
100%

8. NAAB Student Performance Criteria
None
9. Learning Resources
Roaf, Sue. Ecohouse – a Design Guide. Architectural Press, Oxford, U.K. 2001.
Wood, C. Environmental Impacts Assessment: a Comparative review. Longman Group Ltd, Harlow, 2000.
Preiser W., Rabinowitz H., White E., Post Occupancy Evaluation, Van Nostrand Reinhold Company, New
York, 2002,
Botkin, Daniel. A New Ecology for the Twenty- First Century. Oxford, 2003.
Bron, G. Z. & Dekay, Mark. Sun Wind & Light, John Wiley & Sons. Inc. New York, U.S.A. 2001.
Hardoy, j. E. Mitlin, & Satterthwaite, D. Environmental Problems in Third World Cities. London. Earthscan
Publication, Ltd. 2002.
Van Der Ryn, Sim & Cowan, Stuart. Ecological Design. Island Press. New york, U.S.A.. 2004.
Hassan Fathy “ Architecture for the Poor “ An Experiment in Rural Egypt, University Of Chicago Press,
9. Faculty Assignment
Instructor from Interior Department
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ARCH 232 ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN II
1. Course Title: Environmental Design II
2. Course Number: ARCH-232
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 2, Contact Hours 2
4. Prerequisites: Pass preparatory year
5. Course Description
Introduction to the art and science of Urban Planning and Landscape Architecture as environmental design
professions, with focus on the process of plan making, from goal formulation to master-planning.
6. Course Aim and Objectives
• To define what is meant by planning.
• To acquaint the students with different levels of planning e.g. national, regional and so forth.
• To identify different types of planning; physical, social, economical and environmental.
• To fully explain the process of plan making.
• To present a historical perspective of the profession of Landscape Architecture;
• To present the major professional activities of Landscape Architects as Designers and Landscape
Planners.
7. Course Assessment
1. Midterm examination
2. Attendance, participation
3. Final exam
Total

8th. week
1-15th.
16th.

30%
10%
60%
100%

8. NAAB Student Performance Criteria
None
9. Textbooks & References
Katanyse, J. Introduction to Urban Planning
Laurie, Michael. An Introduction to Landscape Architecture. New York: American Elsevier, 1975.
American Planning Association (2006) “Planning and Urban Design Standards”, John Wiley & Sons,
Simonds, John O. Landscape Architecture. New York: McGraw-Hill, 1983.
Marsh, William M. Landscape Planning, Environmental Application. New York: John Wiley & Sons, 1991
10. Faculty Assignment
Instructor from Landscape department.
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ARCH 241 CAD APPLICATIONS
1. Course Title: CAD applications
2. Course Number: ARCH-241
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 2, Contact Hours 4
4. Prerequisites: Pass preparatory year
5. Course Description
Introduction to the fundamentals of Computer Aided Design, beginning with simple drafting commands and
standard drafting methods to produce technical and standard 2D drawings.
6. Course Aim and Objectives
• Develop student’s knowledge about technical and standard 2D drafting techniques
• Train students how to deal with various equipments that are used with CAD systems
• Develop basic knowledge of students about Mass modeling
• Train students on proficient production of drawing documents and integrate it with other project
documents.
7. Course Assessment
1. Quizzes
2. Midterm exam
3. Assignments
4. Attendance
5. Final Exam
Total

4 &13th. week
9th.
Every 2nd. week
1 to 15 week
16th. week

5%
25%
10%
10%
50%
100%

8. NAAB Student Performance Criteria
None
9. Textbooks & References
Required Text(s) Book(s) Using AutoCAD 2005: advanced Grabowsku, Ralph, Thomas Delmar Learning, 2005.
Reference Books: AutoCAD 2005: a problem-solving approach, Tickoo, Sham, Delmer Learning, 2005.
10. Faculty Assignment
Hazem, Fakhry, Imtaar (Building Technology)
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ARCH 242 ADVANCED CAD & GIS APPLICATIONS
1. Course Title: Advanced CAD and GIS Applications
2. Course Number: ARCH-242
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 2, Contact hours 4
4. Prerequisites: ARCH-241
5. Course Description
Introduction to the fundamentals of 3D modeling and GIS concepts and techniques, including conversion of
2D to 3D, mash & mesh models, and compilation between these models
6. Course Aim and Objectives
• To develop Student’s sense of architectural space.
• To develop student’s knowledge about 3D mass and mesh modeling and techniques
• To increase the students skills in 3D Modeling
• To attract students to the differences between various types of geographic phenomena
• To train students on the use GIS to examine an urban phenomenon
• To train students on various types of computer representations of geographic information
7. Course Assessment
1. Quizzes
2. Midterm exam
3. Assignments
4. Attendance
5. Final examination
Total

3 & 13th. week
8th.
4, 12 & 14th.
1 to 15th.
16th.

15%
25%
15%
5%
40%
100%

8. NAAB Student Performance Criteria
None
9. Textbooks & References
Aubin, Pual F. (2006). Mastering Autodesk Architectural Desktop.
The publishing's of ESRI (Getting start, ArcMap, ArcCatalog, ArcEditing)
ARCGIS Data tutorial and ARCGIS Text tutorial
10. Faculty Assignment
Fakhry, Hazem, Muniruzzaman (Urban Planning), Imtaar (Building Technology)
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ARCH 251 DESIGN METHODS
1. Course Title: Design Methods
2. Course Number: ARCH-251
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 2, Contact hours 2
4. Prerequisites: Pass Preparatory Year
5. Course Description
Illustration of the definition, the principle, and the elements of design within the framework of design
process, with emphasis on how physical and social aspects of design are analyzed, synthesized, and
proposed.
6. Course Aim and Objectives
• To enable students to understand the design process and development.
• To develop an understanding of the theories and methodologies related to Architecture and Interior
design.
• To demonstrate design skill through design concept, criteria and design philosophy.
• To construct design program, design definition, relevant need/requirement and different design phases
• To develop the skill of comparing, analyzing and critique exterior and interior environment or ambiance
• To develop awareness of social and cultural influences on exterior/interior environments in
contemporary time and place
• To develop an understanding of psychology of space related to all physical aspects
• To enable students to be knowledgeable about different theoreticians, thinkers and scholars and
different design school and contemporary architects.
7. Course Assessment
1. First Midterm
2. Class Quizzes
3. Term Paper
4. Attendance
5. Final Exam

1 to 7th. week
8th.
12 to14th.
16th.
Total

30%
10%
20%
5%
35%
100%

8. NAAB Student Performance Criteria
None
9. Textbooks & References
Ching, F. (1997) A Visual Dictionary of Architecture, New York: John Wiley & Sons, Inc.
Giedion, S. (1967) Time, Space and Architecture, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press.
Bianca, S. (2000) Urban Form in the Arab World, London: Thames and Hudson Ltd.
El-Shakhs, S. and Shoshkes, E. (1998) “Islamic Cities in the World system.” In Globalization and World of
large cities edited by Yeung, Y. and Lo, F., 228-269. New York: United Nations Press.
Samizay, R. and Kazimee, B. (1993) Life in between residential walls in Islamic cities. In Housing, Design,
Research, Education edited by Bulos, M. and Teymur, N. London: Athenaeum Press Ltd.
10. Faculty Assignment
Monsour,
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ARCH 252 SITE PLANNING
1. Course Title: Site Planning
2. Course Number: ARCH-252
3. Course hours: Credit Hours 2, Contact Hours 2
4. Prerequisites: Pass Prep. Year
5. Course Description
Introduction to the theories and methods of spatial arrangement and management of external physical
environment, including site selection, creation of meaningful spaces, and site planning to achieve the ideal
relationship between the building and the site.
6. Course Aim and Objectives
• To understand site planning principles, process and steps.
• To know site analysis methods and techniques and its effects on the proposed project.
• To have the ability to determine type of project users and how their needs can be satisfied.
• To develop an understanding of design concepts.
• To develop an understanding of site design; form, spatial organization and site hierarchy.
7. Course Assessment
1. Quizzes
2. Midterm exam
3. Assignments
4. Attendance
5. Final exam
Total

2 to14th. week
9th.
2 to14th.

10%
20%
20%
10%
40%
100%

16th.

8. NAAB Student Performance Criteria
None
9. Textbooks & References
Site Planning: Environment, Process and Development, R. Gene Brooks, 1988
Site Analysis, James A. LaGro Jr., 2001
10. Faculty Assignment

Sulbi (Landscape)
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ISLM 251 INTRODUCTION TO ISLAMIC CULTURE
1. Course Title: Introduction to Islamic Culture
2. Course Number: 0500-351
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 2, Contact Hours 2
4. Prerequisites: Admission
5. Course Description
Introduction to the notification of Islamic culture, the relationships between the culture, religion and
civilization, the emergence of the Islamic cultural science, Its curriculum, its targets, its features, its sources,
and its axes.
6. Course objectives
• The definition of the main concepts to the Islamic culture and their axes.
• The clarification of the pillars of the Islamic culture and the Islam attitude from the other cultures.
• The study of challenges that faces the Islamic culture and the Islamic attitude from them.
• The notification on human rights in Islam, the clarification of their importance, their sources.
7. Course evaluation
1. Exam
2. Midterm Work
3. Final practical exam
Total

120 %
40 %
40%
100%

8. NAAB Student Performance Criteria: General Education Course – Not Applicable
9. Course Books and References
The Islamic culture and the age challenges, Dr. Shawkat Muhammad Ilyan.
The introduction to the Islamic culture, Dr. Ahmad bin Abdul Aziz al-Hulaybi
The Islamic culture, Islam and the age issues, Dr. Mamun Salih al-Sakit and another.
The human rights and its main freedoms, Dr. Abdul Wahab al-shishani.
10. Faculty Assignment
Department of Islamic Studies
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ISLM-252 SOCIETY & POLITICS IN ISLAM
1. Course Title: Society and Politics in Islam
2. Course Number: ISLM-252
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 2, Contact Hours 2
4. Prerequisites: ISLM-251
5. Course description
Introduction to concepts of Social Policy in Islam: belief and the importance of its study, its advantages and
its sources, the reality of belief, the notification of ethics, and the study of models of Islamic morals.
6. Course objectives
• The establishment of the right Islamic doctrine.
• Linking the Muslim generations with the main Islam sources.
• Importance of the transfer of these sources and knowledge to a living reality in the behavior and
especially in our contemporary world.
• Clarification of the good ancestor doctrine and the clarification of their belief accuracy and the
establishment of their articles in the belief.
• Clarification of the manners position in Islam, and the showing of its features and its connection with
the belief and the worship.
7. Course evaluation
1. Exam 1
2. Mid term Work
3. Final practical exam
Total

20 %
40 %
40%
100%

8. NAAB Student Performance Criteria: General Education Course – Not Applicable
9. Course Books and References
The belief: Its truth, its corners, its invalidating, Dr. Muhammad Na’im Yasin.
The introduction to the belief study, Dr. Uthman Jum’ah.
The explanation of Al Tahawiyya belief, Ibn Abi al-Izz al-Hanafi.
The Islamic doctrine, Abdur Rahman Habannaka al-Maydani.
The Islamic morals, Abdur Rahman Habannaka al-Maydani.
10. Faculty Assignment
Department of Islamic Studies
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ARCH 301: DESIGN V
1. Course Name: Design V
2. Course Number: ARCH 301
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 5, Contact Hours 10
4. Course Prerequisite: ARCH 202
5. Course Description
This course teaches students how to deal with architectural design problems with an increasing complexity
by integrating spatial, programmatic and material strategies, providing opportunities to synthesize the skills
and ideas developed through the past two years of work and apply these to the development of a design
project.
6. Course Objectives:
• Develop students’ design skills in regards to the integration of building form, function, context etc.
• Develop students’ understanding of how the projects design would develop.
• Develop students’ ability to proceed systematically from one stage to another as a design process.
• Enhance students’ awareness of the sustainability concept and apply it in the building design.
7. Course Learning Outcomes
After the completion of this course, the student will be able to:
• To integrate between building form and function, context and structure;
• To understand how to develop the design of a project;
• To proceed systematically and to apply sustainability concept in the building design.
8. Course Evaluation:
i.
Attendance and instructor’s evaluation
ii.
Site analysis, sketch problem, case study
iii.
Mid-term Review
iv.
Pre-final
v.
Final Jury
Total

20%
15%
15%
20%
30%
100%

9. NAAB Student Performance Criteria
A.2 Design Thinking Skills
A.6 Fundamental Design Skills
10. Course Recommended Book
Bousmaha Baiche, Nicho. 2000. Neufert Third Edition.
11. Course References
An overview of the structure of the Design Process, Archer, B. English Universities Press 2003
Time-saver standards for interior design and space planning. De Chiara, et. al. McGraw Hill, 1991
12. Faculty Assignment:
Hapallas (coordinator), Imamuddin, Hazem, Fakhry, Nakhly
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ARCH 302: DESIGN VI
1. Course Name: Design VI
2. Course Number: ARCH 302
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 5, Contact Hours 10
4. Course Prerequisite: ARCH 301
5. Course Description
Students will learn how to approach and process the design of relatively complex architectural forms and
taking into account conceptual, theoretical, functional, symbolic, organizational, compositional, aesthetic
and structural parameters of the architectural space, including long span solutions.
6. Course Objectives
• Develop students’ skills in designing complex forms while considering the space design parameters, i.e.
the function, context, aesthetics, composition, etc.
• Develop students' awareness of long span structural systems.
• Guide students in exploring possible structural systems and selection of optimum system as part of the
architectural solution.
• Instruct students on cultural and environmental dimensions in the application of sustainability in
building design.
7. Course Learning Outcomes
After the completion of this course, the student will be able to:
• Demonstrate design skills in regards to the design of complex forms and proper consideration of the
spaces' design parameters: the function, context, aesthetics, composition etc.
• Gain good awareness of long span structural systems.
• Assess the capabilities of various structural systems and choose the optimum system.
• Apply cultural and environmental dimensions of the sustainability concept in the building design.
8. Course Evaluation:
i.
Attendance and instructor's evaluation
ii.
Site analysis, sketch problem, case study
iii.
Mid-term Review
iv.
Pre-final
v.
Final Jury
Total

20%
15%
15%
20%
30%
100%

9. NAAB Student Performance Criteria
B.2 Accessibility
B.5 Life Safety
9. Course Recommended Book
Bousmaha Baiche, Nicho. 2000 Neufert 3rd. edition.
10. Course References
Archer, B. An overview of the structure of the Design Process. English Universities Press, 2003.
De Chiara, J. et. al. Time-saver standards for interior design and space planning. McGraw-Hill, 1991.
11. Faculty Assignment
Hapallas (coordinator), Imamuddin, Hazem, Fakhry, Nakhly
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ARCH 401: DESIGN VII
1. Course Name: Design VII
2. Course Number: ARCH 401
3. Course Hours: Contact Hours 6, Contact Hours12
4. Course Prerequisite: ARCH 302
5. Course Description
In this studio, housing design problems will be explored within the socio-cultural and environmental context
of Saudi Arabia. A housing design vocabulary is developed to encompass theoretical issues of privacy,
proxemics, territoriality, perception and neighborhoods.
6. Course Objectives
The design studio builds on the previous work on the housing and human settlements course. It offers
students the opportunity to develop and demonstrate their learned abilities, to respond to a housing design
problem in a comprehensive and organized fashion. The course goals are;
• Design a residential development in existing urban fabric, address issues of housing design and
residential neighborhoods.
• Enhance the quality of the residential environment and manifest architecture as an integrated
paradigm of physical, socio-cultural, economic, technological and natural factors.
• Address the issues of sustainability in design development.
7. Course Learning Outcomes
After the completion of the course the students will be able to:
• Design dwellings on the basis of the socio-cultural needs of the Saudi society
• Develop housing master plan on the basis of the local, regional and national building codes and
standards
• Design housing complexes by incorporating the ideas of social interaction and a sense of belonging
which are essential to the quality of life.
• Incorporate the issue of sustainability in housing design.
8. Course Evaluation
i.
Weekly/biweekly reviews
ii.
Mid-term jury
iii.
Pre-final jury
iv.
Final jury
v.
Class participation
vi.
Total

30%
20%
10%
30%
10%
100%

9. NAAB Student Performance Criteria
A.5 Investigative Skills
B.3 Sustainability
10. Faculty Assignment:
Oweid (coordinator), Iftekhar, Hefnawy, Istanbouli, Al-Wadee
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ARCH 402: DESIGN VIII
1. Course Name: Design VIII
2. Course Number: ARCH 402
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 6, Contact Hours 12
4. Course Prerequisite: ARCH 401
5. Course Description
This studio focuses on the appropriate design of the urban environment within the socio-cultural and other
related factors in the context of Saudi Arabia, exposing students to a vocabulary of urban design based on
the theoretical issues of imageability, districts, nodes, edges, paths and landmarks
6. Course Objectives
• The design studio builds on the Urban Design theoretical course of the previous semester. It offers the
students opportunity to develop and demonstrate their learned abilities to respond to an urban spatial
problem in a comprehensive and organized manner. The course goals are therefore;
• Develop and/or revitalize and existing urban fabric and address the issues of urban design and urban
community structures.
• Enhance the urban quality of life and view architecture as an integration of context, climate, culture,
technology and economic factors.
• Develop an understanding of urban sustainability as an integral part of urban design.
7. Course Learning Outcomes
After completion of this course the students should be able to:
• Develop an urban environment and specific architecture responsive to local conditions and to
contemporary requirements incorporating local, regional and national building codes and regulations.
• Tackle the issue of new urban development as well as urban renewal and upgrading.
• Incorporate the issue of sustainability in urban design.
• Work with others in conducting studies relating to urban issues.
8. Course Evaluation
i.
Weekly/biweekly reviews 30%
ii.
Mid-term Jury
iii.
Pre-final Jury
iv.
Final Jury
v.
Class Participation
Total

20%
10%
30%
10%
100%

9. NAAB Student Performance Criteria
A.7 Use of Precedents
B.4 Site Design
C.1 Collaboration
8. Faculty Assignment
Oweid (coordinator), Hefnawy, Istanbouli, Ai-Wadee
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ARCH 501: DESIGN IX
1. Course Name: Design IX
2. Course Number: ARCH 501
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 6, Contact Hours 12
4. Course Prerequisite: ARCH 402
5. Course Description
Specific complex architectural problems will be explored with an emphasis upon institutional planning and
criteria for large-scale institutional systems. Appropriate programming techniques will be investigated
based on analysis of needs and aspirations of clients and users.
6. Course Objectives
To advance, evolve, and test previous students’ skills and experiences through a major project adequate in
design depth and complexity considering practicality and time limitations. The final design project should
prepare student to undertake his senior project. The course goals are;
• Review similar projects to broaden the scope of possible solutions.
• Develop a sound program that satisfies client’s needs and users’ aspirations.
• Analyze the selected site/s to the level required to initiate design.
• Initiate a conceptual design based on functionality as well as spatial, structural, formal and other
criteria to be full filled on client’s and users’ priorities.
• Develop and mature up the designs with ideas and details to optimize the final solution.
• Prepare and present adequately the design process and the justification of design decisions at all
phases of the process.
7. Course Learning Outcomes
After the completion of the course the students will be able to;
• Design complex projects and solve their various interchangeable issues
• To be able to illustrate his ideas in a professional presentation quality
• Incorporate the issue of sustainability during the design process.
8. Course Evaluation
i.
Review 1 Case Studies
ii.
Review 2
Program, site analysis & concept generation
iii.
Review 3
Concept Generation & Schematic phase
iv.
Review 4
Design Development (mid-term)
v.
Review 5
Pre-Final Review
Final Jury
9. NAAB Student Performance Criteria
A.2 Communication Skills
B.5 Life Safety
10. Faculty Assignment
Hussain (coordinator), Bhzad, Farag, Swaidan, Musallum
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ARCH 502: DESIGN X
1. Course Name: Design X
2. Course Number: ARCH502
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 6, Contact Hours 12
4. Course Prerequisite: ARCH 501, ARCH 511
5. Course Description
The comprehensive final studio project is based on the cumulative knowledge and skills developed in all the
previous design studios, course work and professional experience. The coursework is independent study
based on an extensive programming document completed in the previous course.
6. Course Objectives
• To advance students’ acquired skills and experiences through a major project adequate in design depth
and complexity.
• Present and implement the various project parameters that had been explored in the previous course
“Research and Programming”, such as project program, site analysis, etc.
• Initiate a conceptual design based on functionality as well as spatial, structural, formal and other
relevant or project-specific criteria based on client and user priorities.
• Prepare and present a complete project, highlighting different stages of design with emphasis on the
final phase.
7. Course Learning Outcomes
After the completion of the course the students will be able to:
•
•
•
•

The Design VIII studio is expected to prepare each student to undertake on his own an
architectural project of advanced complexity. It is expected that students will apply skills and
knowledge accumulated over the past academic years.
Each student will work independently with his selected project approved in previous
semester through the Research and Programming Course. The practical application of the
project, its viability and constructability is significant.
Adequate knowledge of contemporary building industry and construction techniques to propose a
workable structural and HVAC systems. It should be presented with adequate construction details
corresponding to the proposed design.
The broader socio-cultural issues of adaptability with the building designs in Saudi Arabia to be
understood and addressed so that the project is justified within its setting.

8. Course Evaluation
i.
Review 1
Program & site analysis
ii.
Review 2
Concept Generation &Schematic phase
iii.
Review 3
Design development
iv.
Mid-term Review:
v.
Pre-final
vi.
Final Jury
9. NAAB Student Performance Criteria
B.1 Pre-Design
B.6 Comprehensive Design
10. Faculty Assignment
Hussain (coordinator), Bhzad, Farag, Swaidan, Musallum, Khan

123

5%
15%
10%
20%
20%
30%

3-Years Architecture Program

Architectural Program Report

Department of Architecture, University of Dammam.

June 2016

ARCH 511: RESEARCH & PROGRAMMING
1. Course Name: Research & Programming
2. Course Number: ARCH 511
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 3, Contact Hours 4
4. Course Prerequisite: ARCH 402
5. Course Description
This course, integral part of the final project program, emphasizes the identification and development of
architectural ideas and concepts, which are to be researched, analyzed, programmed and documented in an
efficient and professional report, independently researched under the direction of a faculty advisor.
6. Course Objectives
• Develop students’ ability to search, analyze and write the report.
• Provide a comprehensive program suitable to start the design of the project next semester.
• Enable the student understand the various design parameters of their senior project.
7. Course Learning Outcomes
After the completion of the course the students will be able to:
• Review similar projects to broaden the scope of possible solutions.
• Develop a sound program that satisfies client’s needs and users’ aspirations.
• Analyze the selected site/s to the level required to initiate design.
• Initiate a conceptual design based on functionality as well as spatial, structural, formal and other
criteria in response to clients and user priorities.
8. Course Evaluation
i.
Introduction (project definition)
ii.
Literature review
iii.
Architectural program
iv.
Site Analysis
v.
Primarily submission
vi.
Final submission

5%
15%
15%
15%
20%
30%

9. NAAB Student Performance Criteria
A.1 Communication Skills
A.7 Use of Precedent
A.11 Applied Research
B.1 Pre-Design
10. Faculty Assignment
Al-Jofi (coordinator) Abdulghany, Mansour, Afifi, Istanbouli, Imamuddin, Swaidan, Farag, Al-Hefnawi.
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ARCH 512: PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE
1. Course Name: Professional Practice
2. Course Number: ARCH-512
4. Course Hours: Credit Hours 3, Contact Hours 3
3. Course Prerequisite: ARCH-431
5. Course Description
Study of the architect’s professional duties, powers and liabilities in the context of Saudi
Arabia, professional ethics and social responsibilities; office administration; finances; fitness for purpose;
risk management; quality control; cost control, time management; professional insurance and indemnities;
arbitration, litigation and conciliation; computer applications in professional practice.
6. Course Objectives
Achieve an understanding of the following topics:
• Develop understanding of how Architectural firms are formed and organized.
• Understanding of ethical principles embedded in the professional practice of architecture.
• Understanding of office administration, financial, team work, and services in behalf of clients during
phases of project design, delivery and construction.
7. Course Learning Outcomes:
After the completion of this course the student will be able to:
• Understand the basic principles of management
• Develop a broad project management perspective in relation to architectural discipline
• Monitor and control a project at various stages.
• Demonstrate the ability to use certain software packages such as excel and Microsoft project
management.
8. Course Evaluation:
i.
Attendance & weekly Performance
ii.
Midterm Exam
iii.
Final Exam
Total

10%
30%
60%
100%

9. NAAB Student Performance Criteria:
C.3 Clients Role in Architecture
C.5 Practice Management
C.7 Legal Responsibility
C.8 Ethics & Professional Judgment
10. Faculty Assignment:
Swaidan (Adjunct)
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ARCH 455: PROFESSIONAL TRAINING PROGRAM
1. Course Name: Professional Training
2. Course Number: ARCH 455
3. Credit Hours: Credit Hours 0, Contact Hours 400 hrs. (Summer Vacation)
4. Course Prerequisite: Completion of 120 contact hours.
5. The description of the program
The professional training should enrich the students' skills and knowledge of architectural
practice
6. The objectives
Expose students’ to architectural profession and practices in real-world context.
Introduce students' to their future carrier and work ethics.
Improve students’ understanding of technical and practical issues in field.
7. The program instructions and conditions
1. The student should complete 100 credit hours of the college and the architectural program.
2. The student should be enrolled in a credited consultant firm that has wide experience in
architectural design, preparation of construction documents and field supervision. The Practical
Training program of each student must be approved by the training committee.
3. The training should be for 16 weeks.
4. The students should be followed-up and supervised by the assigned training committee.
5. The training program will be evaluated on completion, based on the program report evaluation filed
by the design firm.
6. Student should do a presentation as part of this evaluation.
8. NAAB Student Performance Criteria
Not Applicable
9. Faculty Assignment
Not Applicable
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ARCH 311: ADVANCED DESIGN METHODS
1. Course Title: Advanced Design Methods
2. Course Number: ARCH 311
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 3, Contact Hours 3
4. Course Prerequisite: ARCH 251
5. Course Description
This course examines site and environmental issues as well as the building process cycle, including program
analysis and space requirement computation. The design process will be explored through detail study of
spatial relationships, zoning analysis, and concept formulation, including case study analysis.
6. Course Objective
• Help the students to understand site and functional studies, initiate design concepts
• Help the students to understand the building process such as programming, design, documentation,
construction, commissioning and evaluation.
• The student will be exposed to different design issues relating to man and his response to the built and
natural environment, with special emphasis on behavior, human factor and anthropometrics.
• Enable the students to study and analyze existing buildings, understand the positive and negative
issues for a better approach to design.
7. Course Learning Outcomes
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to;
•
•
•
•
•
•

Analyze project sites on the basis of inventory and responses.
Analyze functional issues and determine building program and spaces requirement.
Initiate design concepts through sketches and physical models
Understand the environmental effect on the user’s behavior.
Deal with all user groups and considerations in their design
Undertake case studies to develop a greater understanding of existing buildings.

8. Course Evaluation
i.
Attendance & weekly performance
ii.
Assignments
iii.
Quizzes
iv.
Final Exam
Total

10%
10%
40%
40%
100%

9. NAAB Student Performance Criteria
None
10. Course Text Book
Materials collected from different books and journals.
11. Course References
Analyzing Architecture, Simon Urwin, Taylor & Francis Inc. 2004
Site Analysis, James A. LaGro, John Wiley & Sons Inc. 2007
Environmental Psychology, Paul A. Bell, Taylor & Francis Inc., 2005.
10. Faculty Assignment
Hapallas
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ARCH 331: HISTORY & THEORY I
1. Course Title: History & Theory I (Ancient and European Architecture)
2. Course Number: ARCH 331
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 3, Contact Hours 3
4. Course Prerequisite:
5. Course Description
Starting with primitive pre-historical architecture, the history of architecture and urbanism of
civilizations in the Fertile Crescent, Nile valley, and other ancient civilizations is discussed through an
analysis of basic structure, material and geometry. Emphasis is given to European architecture starting
with Classical Greece up to Gothic architecture, addressing structure, function and aesthetics in their
cultural contexts.
6. Course Objective
• Equip the student with a base of understanding of historical architectural elements.
• Discuss different architectural concepts in relation to different civilizations and periods.
• Explore the role of architecture in civilizations’ growth and decline.
• Explore and analyze key master buildings that reflect their cultural context.
• Discuss understanding of architecture in relation to historical episodes.
7. Course Learning Outcomes
Upon completion of this course, students are expected to reveal the following knowledge and skills:
• Recognize architectural historical elements.
• Identify, analyze and explain the principles of architecture of periods and their master buildings.
• Ability to recognize architectural styles and periods by the underlying design principles.
• Analyze architectural features in relation to their socio-cultural and historical contexts.
• Use historical architectural elements as design vocabularies in studios.
8. Course Evaluation
i.
Attendance & weekly performance
ii.
Assignments
iii.
Midterm Exam
iv.
Final Exam
Total

10%
30%
20%
40%
100%

9. NAAB Student Performance Criteria
A.8 Ordering Systems
A.9 Hist. Traditions/Global Culture
A.10 Cultural Diversity
10. Course Textbook
Moffett, M. et al, A World History of Architecture, Laurence King Publishing, London, 2003.
11. Course References
Nuttgens, Patrick, The Story of Architecture, Phaidon Press Limited, London, 1997.
Trachtenburg, & Hyman, Architecture from Prehistory to Post-modernism: the Western Tradition, PrenticeHall, Inc., Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey, 1985.
12. Faculty Assignment
Istanbouli
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ARCH 332: HISTORY & THEORY II
1. Course Title: History & Theory I (Modern Architecture and Beyond)
2. Course Number: ARCH 332
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 3, Contact Hours 3
4. Course Prerequisite: ARCH 331
5. Course Description
An examination of the roots of the modern movement in architecture, from the industrial revolution and
the emergence of modern architecture, the growth and influence of Bauhaus, International Style and
Chicago School, and the contributions of Le Corbusier, Mies Van Der Rohe and Walter Gropius, etc.
6. Course Objective
• Understanding of modern architectural concepts.
• Appreciation of architecture as a manifestation of socio-economic conflicts that occurred during 19th
and 20th century Europe and America.
• Understanding the relationship of architecture with engineering and technological development.
• Understanding the role of new materials in shaping architecture.
7. Course Learning Outcomes
Upon completion of this course, students are expected to reveal the following knowledge and skills:
• Identify, analyze and explain the architectural principles of the different schools and their master
buildings.
• Show good analytical thinking and understanding of masters’ works.
• Use modern architectural concepts and elements as tools and vocabularies in design studios.
8. Course Evaluation
i.
Attendance & weekly performance
ii.
Assignments
iii.
Midterm Exam
iv.
Final Exam
v.
Total

10%
30%
20%
40%
100%

9. NAAB Student Performance Criteria
A.8 Ordering Systems
A.9 Hist. Traditions/Global Culture
A.10 Cultural Diversity
10. Course Text Book
Moffett, M. Et al, A world History of Architecture, Laurence King Publishing, London, 2003.
11. Course References
Doordan, D.P., Twentieth-Century Architecture, Laurence King Publishing, London, 2001.
Trachtenburg, M., and Hyman, I., Architecture from Prehistory to Post-modernism; the Western Tradition,
Prentice-Hall, Inc., Englewood Cliffs, New jersey, 1985.
Frampton, K. Modern Architecture, a Critical History, Thames and Hudson, London, 2007.
Glancey, J., 20th Century Architecture, The Structures that Shaped the Century, Carlton, Dubai, 2001.
12. Faculty Assignment
Afifi
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ARCH 421: HISTORY & THEORY III
1. Course Title: History & Theory III (Islamic Architecture)
2. Course Number: ARCH 421
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 3, Contact. Hours 3
4. Course Prerequisite: ARCH 332
5. Course Description
The evolution of Islamic Architecture, from the Umayyad Caliphate through major dynasties will be
discussed. Emphasis will be given to the unity of Islamic architecture among regional diversity from Spain to
Indonesia. Discussion will also cover works of modern masters, e.g. Hasan Fathi, Wakil, Badran in terms of
Islamic context and modern influences.
6. Course Objective
• Provide students a basic understanding of Islamic Architectural concepts and elements.
• Examine the unique features of Islamic architecture in comparison with architecture of other
civilizations.
• Explore and analyze master buildings of different Islamic regions and eras.
• Discuss different architectural concepts in relation to different civilizations and periods.
• Compare Islamic Architecture with contemporary architecture in the Muslim world.
7. Course Learning Outcomes
Upon completion of this course, students are expected to reveal the following knowledge and skills:
• Have the fundamental understanding of Islamic Architecture concepts and elements.
• Identify, analyze and explain the principles of architecture of periods and their master buildings.
• Recognize different regional Islamic architecture by understanding principles and form.
• Use Islamic Architectural vocabularies in design criticism and discussions.
8. Course Evaluation
i.
Attendance & weekly performance
ii.
Assignments
iii.
Midterm Exam
iv.
Final Exam
Total

10%
30%
20%
40%
100%

9. NAAB Student Performance Criteria
A.8 Ordering Systems
A.9 Hist. Traditions/Global Culture
A.10 Cultural Diversity
10. Course Text Book
Grube, E. et al, Architecture of the Islamic World: Its History and Social Meaning, Thames and Hudson,
London, 1995.
11. Course References
Moffett, M. Et al, A World History of Architecture, Laurence King Publishing, London, 2003.
Hoag, J., Islamic Architecture (History of World Architecture), Harry N. Abrams, Inc., New York, 2004.
12. Faculty Assignment
Hani Al-Qahtani
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ARCH 411: HOUSING AND SETTLEMENT
1. Course Title: Housing and Settlement.
2. Course Number: ARCH 411
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 3, Contact Hours 3
4. Course Prerequisite
5. Course Description
Examination of factors effecting settlement patterns, housing layouts, house typologies and their built form
in Saudi Arabia. Exploration of the socio-cultural specificity of housing, the modern context of urban
housing.
6. Course Objectives
• Introduce the background of housing problem, theories and prospects.
• Understanding the concept of house, housing needs and delivery systems.
• Provide an overview on the development & diversity of housing in Saudi Arabia.
• Evaluate major factors influencing the design of housing and settlement.
• Familiarize with the design guideline for urban housing developments.
• Explore contemporary housing design issues and their applications.
7. Course Learning Outcomes
• Developing knowledge and understanding of the concept of house and housing in traditional and
modern context with specific reference to Saudi Arabia.
• The ability to analyze various issues of contemporary housing problem & process.
• Knowledge on the influencing factors of housing design, application of design principle and
guidelines.
• Assessing the future goal and direction of housing design and development in Saudi Arabia.
8. Course Evaluation
i.
Class Tests
[Written]
ii.
Mid-term Test [Written]
iii.
Assignment & Term Paper
iv.
Final Examination [Written]
Total

10%
20%
20%
50%
100%

9. NAAB Student Performance Criteria
C.2 Human Behavior
10. Course Recommended Book
Rapoport, Amos. House Form and Culture. Prentice-Hall. 1969
Alexander, C. et.al. A pattern Language. Oxford University Press, 1977.
Talib, Kaizer. Shelter in Saudi Arabia. St. Martin’s Press. 1984
Bianca Stefano, Urban form in the Arab World, Past and Present, Themes and Hudson, 2000
11. Course References
Turner, John. Housing by People: Towards autonomy in building environments. London: Marion Boyars.
1976
Al-Naim, Mashary. Potentiality of the Traditional House. A case study of Hofuf, Al-Hasa. The G.C.C. Folklore
Centre, Doha 1998.
12. Faculty Assignment
Imamuddin
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ARCH 412: ISSUES IN URBAN DESIGN.
1. Course Title: Issues in Urban Design
2. Course Number: ARCH 412
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 3, Contact Hours 3
4. Course Prerequisite: ARCH 411
5. Course Description
Introduction to the history and theories of urban spatial design, including factors influencing the design of
urban spaces, different design elements and the design process. Understanding of urban spaces throughout
history including Greek, Roman, Renaissance, Islamic, Modern and Post-Modern periods.
6. Course Objective
• Introduce the students to the discipline of urban design, including highlighting its relationship to
architecture and planning.
• Discuss the different elements used in the design of urban spaces, to the factors that shape the form of
the urban spaces and to the process of designing these spaces.
• Highlight contemporary problems of urban design in Saudi Arabia, including strategies to address them.
7. Course Learning Outcomes
Upon completion of this course, students are expected to acquire following knowledge and skills:
• Able to understand the fundamentals of urban design.
• Analyze and criticize design of urban settlements in reference to theories.
• Use urban design concepts in design studios.
• Use urban design vocabularies in design criticism and discussions.
8. Course Evaluation
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.

Attendance & weekly performance
Assignments
Midterm Exam
Final Exam
Total

10%
30%
20%
40%
100%

9. NAAB Student Performance Criteria
None
10. Course Text Book
Finding the Lost Space: Theories of Urban Design, Trancik R., Van Nostrand Reinhold Company, New York,
1986.
Postmodern Urbanism. Ellin,N, Oxford, Blackwell,1996
Arabic Islamic Cities. Hakim,B London, KPI, 1986
The Image of the City, Kevin Lynch, MIT Press, Cambridge,1960
11. Course References
Barnett, J., An Introduction to Urban Design, Harper & Raw Publishers, New York, 1982.
Elin, N., Postmodern Urbanism, BlackWell Publishers Inc., Cambridge, 1996.
12. Faculty Assignment
Al-Hefnawi
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ARCH 521: CONTEMPORARY ISSUES IN ARCHITECTURE
1. Course Title: Contemporary Issues in Architecture.
2. Course Number: ARCH 521
3. Credit Hours: Credit Hours 3, Contact Hours 3
4. Course Prerequisite: ARCH 423
5. Course Description
Discussion and independent study investigations of the latest developments and debates in contemporary
architecture, centering on crucial issues in modern architecture and their design implications for future
development. An emphasis is placed upon architectural theory and technology with specific focus on the
relationship and relevance to Saudi Arabian context.
6. Course Objectives
• Learn about the Regional Transformation in Architecture in the era of Globalization.
• Study the Sustainable Architecture: Energy Crisis, Green Architecture and Energy Responsive Design.
• Understand Architecture of Empowerment: Power, Poverty, Shelter, People and Livable cities.
7. Course Learning Outcomes
After the completion of this course the student will be able to;
• Develop awareness of recent developments and debates in contemporary architecture.
• Understand the deeper meaning of contemporary architecture with respect to broader socio-economic
and technical issues of global impact.
• Application of new knowledge and research in the design of built environment, especially in Saudi
Arabian context.
8. Requirements and Evaluation
i.
Class Tests:
ii.
Study and Assignment:
iii.
Term Paper
Total

40%
30%
30%
100%

9. NAAB Student Performance Criteria
C.9 Community & Social Responsibility
10. Course Recommended Books
Lechner, Bali: The Globalization Reader, Blackwell Publisher,2000
Serageldin, Ismail, Ed. ‘The Architecture of Empowerment – People, Shelter and Livable Cities’, Academy
Editions, UK 1997
Vale, Brenda and Robert, ‘Green Architecture - Design for sustainable future’, Thames and Hudson, UK,
1991. [Na 2542.35, V 35, 1991]
Abel, Chris, ‘Architecture and Identity - Response to cultural and architectural change’, Architectural Press,
Oxford, 1997.
Edwards, Brain, ‘Sustainable Architecture’, Architectural Press, Oxford 1999.
11. Course References
Articles on the related topics published on latest local and international journals and magazines available in
the library.
12. Faculty Assignment
Iftekhar Khan
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ARCH 321: CONSTRUCTION SYSTEMS AND ASSEMBLAGE
1. Course Name: Construction Systems and Assemblage
2. Course Number: ARCH 321
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 3, Contact Hours 3
4. Course Prerequisite: ARCH 212
5. Course Description
This course exposes students to construction systems, both conventional and industrialized.
Emphasis will be given to structural systems utilizing load-bearing wall, masonry, cast-in-place,
pre-cast, and pre-stressed concrete, structural steel, domes, shells and tensile systems, with
special emphasis on the issue of sustainability and how it can be incorporated in construction.
6. Course Objectives
Achieve an understanding of the following topics;
• Systems used for buildings and other structures.
• Advantages and disadvantages of various construction systems.
• Details of systems that is critical to performance.
• Construction methods and processes that is unique to each system.
• Factors and methods considered in evaluating and selecting the appropriate alternative.
• Sustainability and building construction.
7. Course Learning Outcomes
After the completion of this course the student will be able to;
• Understand the basic principles of the different construction systems.
• Demonstrate the ability to choose the most appropriate system for the design tasks.
• Demonstrate the ability to adopt sustainable construction practices.
• Demonstrate the ability to do appropriate details that determine the success of each
construction system.
8. Course Evaluation
i.
Assignments
ii.
Quizzes (3 x 5)
iii.
Mid-term
iv.
Final Exam
v.
Attendance
Total

30%
15%
15%
30%
10%
100%

9. NAAB Student Performance Criteria
B.10 Building Envelope Systems
B.12 Building Materials & Assemblies
10. Course Text Books
Architects Handbook of Construction Detailing by David Kent Ballast, John Wiley & Sons (2009) Architectural
Detailing: Function, Constructability, Aesthetics, Edward Allen & Patrick Rand, John Wiley & Sons (2007)
Sustainable Construction: Green Building Design and Delivery, Charles J. Kibert
11. Faculty Assignment
Hussain
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ARCH 322 ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL SYSTEMS II
1. Course Name: Environmental Control systems (Services, Lighting and Acoustic)
2. Course Number: ARCH 322
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours: 3, Contact Hours: 4
4. Course Prerequisite: ARCH 222
5. Course Description
Introduction to the basic concepts of environmental control systems (i.e. services, lighting and
acoustics systems) that are used in buildings, including review of human activities and patterns
of buildings' use and teaches students how choose an optimum control system of the internal
environment.
6. Course Objectives
• Demonstrate to student how to appreciate the human activities and patterns of building use
and how these parameters affect the choice of appropriate control environmental systems.
• Teach students features of natural daylight and principals of artificial lighting systems.
• Illustrate types and principals of building services such as water supply and sewage systems,
elevators, escalators and fire safety installations.
• Introduce principals of sound and acoustics system and its application in architectural design
of buildings.
7. Course Learning Outcomes
After the completion of this course, the student will be able to;
• To appreciate the human activities and patterns of buildings' use and how these parameters
affect the choice of appropriate control environmental systems;
• To understand the basic features of natural daylight and principals of artificial lighting
systems;
• To understand principals of the sound and acoustics system and its practical applications in
buildings.
8. Course Evaluation
i.
Term Projects
ii.
Midterm
iii.
Quizzes
iv.
Class Attendance
v.
Final Exam
Total

15%
15%
20%
10%
40%
100%

9. NAAB Student Performance Criteria
B.10 Environmental Systems
B.11 Building Service Systems
10. Course Recommended Book
HVAC Systems Design Handbook, Roger W Haines et al, 1998.
11. Course References
Heating, Cooling, Lighting Design Methods for Architects, Norbert Lechner, (John Wiley & Sons), New York.
Plumbing, Cold Water Supplies, Drainage and Sanitation, F. Hall Third Edition, (Longman Scientific &
Technical), 1994.
Essential Building services, F. Hall Third Edition, (Longman Scientific & Technical), 1995.
12. Faculty Assignment
Hefnawy, Zunaifer
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ARCH 341: STRUCTURE I
1. Course Name: Structure I
2. Course Number: ARCH 341
3. Credit Hours: Credit Hours 3, Contact Hours 3
4. Course Prerequisite: ARCH 211
5. Course Description
Overview of the factors that affect the design of reinforced concrete (R.C) and steel structures
such as the pattern of building use, architectural spaces requirements and form, as well as an
introduction to the design code of reinforced concrete structures. Through this course, which
includes field visits to construction site, students will have a broad knowledge of various
concrete building systems.
6. Course Objectives
• Demonstrate the behavior of reinforced concrete structures.
• Demonstrate the behavior steel structures.
• Teach students to design various elements of reinforced concrete structures.
• Introduce students to the basic concepts of structural details of steel structures.
7. Course Learning Outcomes
Upon completion of this course, the student should be able to;
• Understand the behavior of reinforced concrete structures;
• Understand the behavior of steel structures;
• Design various elements of reinforced concrete structures
• Understand the basic concepts of structural details of steel structures.
8. Course Evaluation
i.
Quizzes
ii.
Mid-Term Exam
iii.
Assignment
iv.
Attendance, Participation
v.
Final Exam
Total

10%
25%
10%
5%
50%
100%

9. NAAB Student Performance Criteria
B.9 Structural Systems
10. Course Text Book
Reinforced Concrete Design by Chu. Ko Wang & Chakes G. Salmon.
11. Course References
Reinforced Concrete A Fundamental Approach by Edward G. Nawy.
12. Faculty Assignment
Rahal
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ARCH 342: STRUCTURE II
1. Course Title: Structure II
2. Course Number: ARCH 342
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 3, Contact Hours 3
4. Course Prerequisite: ARCH 341
5. Course Description
Introduction to various types of structural systems in general and those used in the Kingdom
Saudi Arabia in particular. These systems include: suspended structures, shells, arches, trusses,
floor slabs (e.g. Solid Slabs, Hollow Blocks Slabs, Paneled Beam Floors), folded plates structures,
space frame and space truss structures.
6. Course Objective
• Demonstrate to students the behavior of reinforced concrete structures.
• Demonstrate to students the behavior steel structures.
• Instruct students on appreciation of the architectural requirements of buildings.
• Demonstrate the relationship between the structural system and the architectural form.
• Assist students in selection of optimum structural system that responds to the architectural
requirements.
7. Course Learning Outcomes
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:
• Understand the behavior of reinforced concrete structures.
• Understand the behavior of steel structures.
• Appreciate the architectural requirements of buildings.
• Understand how the structural system and the architectural form are related.
• Choose the optimum structural system.
8. Course Evaluation
i.
Assignment 1:
ii.
Assignment 2:
iii.
Assignment 3:
iv.
Assignment 4:
Total

20 %
20 %
20 %
40 %
100%

9. NAAB Student Performance Criteria
B.9 Structural Systems
10. Course Text Book:
Structure Systems by Ralph Rapson & Hannskarl Bandel.
11. Course References:
Form and Structure in Architecture by Alexander Zannos
12. Faculty Assignment
Mohammed Rahal
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ARCH 431: CONTRACT DOCUMENTS & WORKING DRAWINGS
1. Course Name: Contract documents and Working Drawings
2. Course Number: ARCH 431
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 3, Contact Hours 4
4. Course Prerequisite: ARCH 321
5. Course Description
Introduction to the different documents that comprise the agreement between the contractor and the
owner as regards to the construction process. These include the form of contracts (including standard
contract forms of international and national professional organizations, and the techniques of preparing a
complete set of construction detail drawings for buildings based on Saudi Building Code (SBC).
6. Course Objectives
• Expose the students to the components that comprise contract documents (contract forms and
working drawings).
• Enable students to understand the basic concept of standard contract forms.
• Enable students to develop awareness of building laws and their relation with forms of
contract.
• Enable students to understand the fundamentals of standard working drawings.
• Expose students to the way building codes can be incorporated into working drawings.
7. Course Learning Outcomes
Upon completion of this course, the student will be able to;
• Know the different forms of contract used in the construction industry;
• Understand the terms and condition of these forms;
• To be able to make comparisons between the FIDIC forms and local Saudi contract forms and
reach to conclusive conclusions;
• Demonstrate the ability to prepare a set of proper construction drawings
• Incorporate the building codes into construction details.
8. Course Evaluation
i.
Term Projects
ii.
Midterm
iii.
Class Participation
iv.
Class Attendance
v.
Final Exam
Total

30%
10%
10%
10%
40%
100%

9. NAAB Student Performance Criteria
A.4 Technical Documentation
10. Course Recommended Book
Jaeger, Axel-Volkmar, Hök, Götz-Sebastian. 2009. FIDIC - A Guide for Practitioners.
11. Course References
FIDIC. 2005. FIDIC Conditions of Contract for Construction of Building and Engineering Works designed by
the Employer (Red Book).
E. Corbett 2005. FIDIC: The Short Form of Contract
The building laws, the Ministry of Municipalities and Rural Affairs, http://www.momra.gov.sa
10. Faculty Assignment
Al-Musallam, Fakhry
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ARCH 442: PROJECT MANAGEMENT
1. Course Name: Project Management
2. Course Number: ARCH 442
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 3, Contact Hours 4
4. Course Prerequisite: ARCH 431
5. Course Description
This course serves three primary purposes: introduction to management principles and theory;
Introduction to the characteristics, techniques (such as work break-down and scheduling) and issues
(project delivery systems, quality control and assurance, project funding and cash flow) associated with
design and construction projects.
6. Course Objectives
Achieve an understanding of the following topics;
• Essential principles and techniques of project management.
• Planning, scheduling, and monitoring of design and construction project.
• Factors and methods of managing design/construction projects.
• Sustainability as it relates to building management.
7. Course Learning Outcomes
After the completion of this course the student will be able to:
• Understand the basic principles of management
• Develop a broad project management perspective in relation to architectural discipline
• Monitor and control a project at various stages.
• Demonstrate the ability to use certain software packages such as excel and Microsoft project
management.
8. Course Evaluation
i.
Assignments
ii.
Quizzes
iii.
Term Project
iv.
Final Exam
v.
Attendance
Total

15%
25%
20%
30%
10%
100%

9. NAAB Student Performance Criteria
B.7 Financial Consideration
C.4 Project Management
C.6 Leadership
10. Course Text Books
Meredith and Mante, Project Management: A Managerial Approach, Wiley 3rdEdition, 1995
Daniel W. Halpin & Ronald W. Wodhead, Construction Management, John Wiley & Sons. 1980
11. Faculty Assignment
Al-Sudairi, Al-Musallam
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ARCH 351: COMPUTER MODELING
1. Course Name: Computer Modeling
2. Course Number: ARCH 351
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 3, Contact Hours 3
4. Course Prerequisite: ARCH 242
5. Course Description
Development of knowledge, skills and techniques necessary for carrying out digital visualization
processes, using advanced computer programs specialized in rendering and 3D modeling that reflects
the student’s talent and personal creativity, animation and simulation of reality.
6. Course Objectives
Achieve an understanding of the following topics:
• To learn 3D modelling techniques.
• To create three-dimensional urban environments.
• To develop the student’s knowledge, ability and practical skills in this field through learning the
technical aspects and implementation of creating computer generated models and animations.
7. Course Learning Outcomes
After the completion of this course the student will be able to;
• Develop knowledge that enables to carry out computer presentation.
• Implement digital visualization skills and requirements.
• Develop necessary skills to use advanced computer programs and knowledge of specialized
rendering and modeling programs.
8. Course Evaluation
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.

Assignments
Mid Term
Final Exam
Attendance
Total

10x4

40%
20%
30%
10%
100%

9. NAAB Student Performance Criteria
None
10. Course Text Books:
McGrath, Brian, Digital Modeling for Urban Design, Chichester: Wiley, 2008
Gerhard, Mark (et al.) Mastering Autodesk 3DS Max 2010, Indiana Wiley Publishing. 2010
Bauer, Peter: Photoshop CS4 for Dummies , Indiana Wiley Publishing. 2008
11. Faculty Assignment
Fakhry, Afify
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ARCH 317: HUMANITIES I
1. Course Title: Humanities I (Culture and Architecture)
2. Course Number: ARCH 317
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 3, Contact. Hours 3
4. Course Prerequisite:
5. Course Description
Introduction to environmental meaning as part of a cultural system of symbols that influences peoples’
action. It investigates understanding of the meaning of the built environment in different cultural
contexts through cognitive perceptions, nonverbal communication, notion of personal space and
territoriality.
6. Course Objective
• Provide the student with a basic of understanding of environmental psychology vocabulary.
• Illustrates concepts of non-verbal communications such as meaning, identity, symbol, and space and
building power.
• Discuss the impact of the built environment on people’s socio-cultural context.
• Explore and analyze different examples of spaces, buildings, and art objects from different cultures.
7. Course Learning Outcomes
Upon completion of this course, students are expected to reveal the following knowledge and
skills;
• Make the student appreciates the impact of the build environment on people’s conception
and behavior.
• Able to read building shapes, space organization, and art objects.
• Can use environmental psychology concepts in design studios.
• Can use environmental psychology vocabularies in discussions.
8. Course Evaluation
i.
Attendance & weekly performance
ii.
Assignments
iii.
Midterm Exam
iv.
Final Exam
Total

10%
30%
20%
40%
100%

9. NAAB Student Performance Criteria
General Education Course – Not Applicable
10. Course Text Book
Rapoport, A., The Meaning of the Built Environment, a Nonverbal Communication Approach, The University
of Arizona Press, Tucson, 1990.
11. Course References
Fisher, J., et al, Environmental Psychology, Holt, Rinehart and Winston, New York, 2005.
Etlin, R., Symbolic Space, The University of Chicago Press, Chicago, 1996.
Alsayyad, N., ed., Forms of Dominance, Avebury, England,1992.
Gombrich, E., The Sense of Order, a Study in the Psychology of Decorative Art, Phaidon, 1993.
12. Faculty Assignment
Jalal Istanbouli
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ARCH 422: HUMANITIES II
1. Course Title: Humanities II (Economics and Architecture)
2. Course Number: ARCH 422
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 3, Contact Hours 3
4. Course Prerequisite: ARCH 317
5. Course Description
The first section of the course examines briefly the influence of economic systems on architectural
development over the centuries, beginning with subsistence economy and traditional settlements; barter
trade, trade routes and growth of trading posts and towns, feudal economy and its architectural opulence,
colonial economy and the architectural symbols of power and control. The second section discusses
economy under the Islamic Sharia’a and its role in shaping urban settlements, vernacular architecture and
peoples’ distribution of wealth.
6. Course Objective
• Provide the student with a basic of understanding of the relationship between economy and
architecture.
• Introduce fundamental theories of economics.
• Discuss the impact of economics on urban settlements and architecture.
• Highlight differences of capitalist world economy with Islamic Sharia and the impact on urban
settlements, city social structure and architecture.
7. Course Learning Outcomes
Upon completion of this course, students are expected to have the knowledge of;
• Fundamentals of economics.
• Understand the impact of economics on architecture and urban settlements.
8. Course Evaluation
i.
Attendance & weekly performance
ii.
Assignments
iii.
Midterm Exam
iv.
Final Exam
Total

10%
30%
20%
40%
100%

9. NAAB Student Performance Criteria
General Education Course – Not Applicable
10. Course Text Book
11. Course References
12. Faculty Assignment
Jalal Istanbouli
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ELECTIVE COURSES:
Current elective courses are included in the following pages. NAAB Student Performance Criteria are not listed
because they are not applicable to electives. The courses are listed in concise form with credit hours and
course descriptions.

Electives are organized into several groupings:
SUSTAINABILITY
ARCHITECTURAL TECHNOLOGY
HISTORY, THEORY & CRITICISM
CONSERVATION
HUMAN FACTORS
The following course descriptions follow this organization, and where some descriptions are abbreviated there
may be two courses listed on a single page.
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The Elective Courses: SUSTAINABILITY
ARCH 572: ARCHITECTURE & URBAN FUTURE
1. Course Title: Architecture and Urban Future
2. Course Number: ARCH 572
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 3, Contact Hours 3
4. Course Prerequisite: This is an elective course.
5. Course Description
Study of futures as scientific speculation: anticipatory planning and design; major trends and indicators; and
measure of corresponding quality of life in Saudi Arabia with a special focus on architectural and urban
phenomenon.

ARCH 563: HOUSING I
1. Course Title: Housing I (Appropriate Technologies)
2. Course Number: ARCH 563
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 3, Contact Hours 3
4. Course Prerequisite: This is an elective course.
5. Course Description
Study of vernacular and contemporary building materials and methods. Comparative studies of
built projects; high rise vs. low rise building techniques; pros and cons of industrialized systems
and mass production of house.

ARCH 564: HOUSING II
1. Course Title: Housing II (Management strategies)
2. Course Number: ARCH 564
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 3, Contact Hours 3
4. Course Prerequisite: This is an Elective.
5. Course Description
The process of planning, execution and management with emphasis on life-cycle (cost benefit) analysis; oil
economy and its impact on housing in the Gulf Region; urbanization and emerging patterns of housing;
urban land use and analysis for Saudi Arabia; site selection techniques; large scale private and public
housing management and maintenance; scheduling and post construction operations and the relationship
between design decisions and ultimate maintenance and operating costs.

ARCH 578: CLIMATE AND ARCHITECTURE
1. Course Title: Climate and Architecture
2. Course Number: ARCH 578
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 3, Contact Hours 3
4. Course Prerequisite: This is an elective course.
5. Course Description:
Climate as a formative force in buildings and settlements; survey of systems and techniques of climatic
adaptation and control; analysis of climate responsive architecture in history and extracted principles for
contemporary design.
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ARCH 579: ENERGY AND FORM IN ARCHITECTURE
1. Course Title: Energy and Form in Architecture
2. Course Number: ARCH 579
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 3, Contact Hours 3
4. Course Prerequisite: This is an elective course.
5. Course Description:
This course deals with numerical information and tools required for design in Saudi Arabia, in
term of thermal condition. The course explores the design strategies of energy in relation to
buildings prototypes, as well as the professional knowledge required for an architect to deal with
consultants in thermal aspects of environmental control.

ARCH 555: SPECIAL TOPICS IN SUSTAINABILITY
1. Course Title: Special Topics in Sustainability
2. Course Number: ARCH 555
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 3, Contact Hours 3
4. Course Prerequisite: This is an elective course.

The Elective Courses: ARCHITECTURAL TECHNOLOGY
ARCH 571: ARCHITECTURAL PRESENTATION TECHNIQUES
1. Course Title: Architectural Presentation Techniques
2. Course Number: ARCH 571
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 3, Contact Hours 3
4. Course Prerequisite: This is an elective course.
5. Course Description:
Advanced techniques and skills in graphic design and visual communication; use drawings, models,
slides and photographs for architectural presentations, design of displays and exhibitions.

ARCH 580: LIGHTWEIGHT ARCHITECTURE
1. Course Title: Lightweight Architecture
2. Course Number: ARCH 580
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 3, Contact Hours 3
4. Course Prerequisite: This is an elective course.
5. Course Description
Understanding of the main principles of lightweight architecture, geometry and the system of forces
demonstrated by working with models in laboratory experiments, including study of the intimate
relationship of a geometrical system, forces within a structure, unconventional materials and its reflection
to form and space to fulfill the functional program.

ARCH 577: ARCHITECTURAL COMPUTER GRAPHICS
1. Course Title: Architectural Computer Graphics
2. Course Number: ARCH 577
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 3, Contact Hours 3
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5. Course Description
The course will deal with communication between user and machine. This is achieved by first covering
input and output hardware devices, paying particular attention to devices which find extensive use in
architectural application. Software is a vital determinant, techniques for structuring the input and
output data in alphanumeric format. Input of data in graphic format, tile production of plots and graphic
display, and techniques for computer generation of realistic visual simulations.

ARCH 573: GEOMETRY & FORM
1. Course Title: Geometry & Form
2. Course Number: ARCH 573
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 3, Contact Hours 3
4. Course Prerequisite: This is an elective course.
5. Course Description
This course covers the regular and semi-regular patterns of points: lines and surfaces; planar and
spatial networks, platonic and Archimedean forms and their attributes; architecture as ordered space
aggregation; space partitioning; and space transformation.

ARCH 575: ECOLOGY AND COASTAL PROTECTION
1. Course Title: Ecology and Coastal Protection.
2. Course Number: ARCH 575
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 3, Contact. Hours 3
4. Course Pre-requisite: This is an elective course.
5. Course Description:
Introduction to marine site engineering and marine structures, including study of natural phenomenon and
related technical issues e.g. (tide, wind, marine currents, waves, marine surveying, materials, soil properties,
beaches leveling ). Classification of coastal problems. Fundamentals of choosing protection methods and
related techniques such as (Breakwaters, Revetments, Sea-walls and other coastal protections). Designing
coastal structures and studying related influences of the coastal region.

ARCH 567: SPECIAL TOPICS IN ARCHITECTURAL TECHNOLOGY
1. Course Title: Special Topics in Architectural Technology
2. Course Number: ARCH 567
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 3, Contact Hours 3
4. Course Prerequisite: This is an Elective.

The Elective Courses: HISTORY, THEORY & CRITICISM
ARCH 569: CONTEMPORARY ARAB ISLAMIC ARCHITECTURE
1. Course Title: Contemporary Arab Islamic Architecture
2. Course Number: ARCH 569
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 3, Contact Hours 3
4. Course Pre-requisite: This is an Elective
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5. Course Description
Critical study of recent architectural planning phenomenon in the context of tradition and the essence
of Islamic architecture: problems; potential; and imperative of technology, economic growth and
accelerated development.

ARCH 571: INDIGENOUS ARCHITECTURE IN SAUDI ARABIA
1. Course Title: Indigenous Architecture in Saudi Arabia
2. Course Number: ARCH 571
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 3, Contact Hours 3
4. Course Pre-requisite: This is an Elective
5. Course Description
Study of indigenous buildings and settlements with the aim of identifying their formative forces and
influences. Particular emphasis on case studies in Saudi Arabia, field trips, building measurements and
recordings.
S.Giedion (1981) Space, Time and Architecture.

ARCH 568: SPECIAL TOPICS IN HISTORY, THEORY AND CRITICISM
1. Course Title: Special Topics in History, Theory and Criticism
2. Course Number: ARCH 568
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 3, Contact Hours 3
4. Course Pre-requisite: This is an Elective.

The Elective Courses: CONSERVATION
ARCH 582: REUSE AND ADAPTABILITY
1. Course name: Reuse and Adaptability
2. Course Number: ARCH 582
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 3, Contact Hours 3
4. Course Prerequisite: This is an Elective
5. Course Description
Introduction to concepts of reuse and adaptability in the built environment. Concepts of change and
growth through morphological evolution of personal and public spaces and the changing patterns of
human activity and association. Economic and demographic patterns of use and their impact on reuse
and adaptability.

ARCH 570: CONSERVATION OF BUILDINGS
1. Course Title: Conservation of Buildings
2. Course Number: ARCH 570
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 3, Contact Hours 3
4. Course Prerequisite: This is an elective course
5. Course Description
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This course introduces conservation of buildings and areas; a basic understanding of criteria for
identifying heritage, elements of the conservation process, approaches, techniques and materials. The
idea of new uses for old buildings is explored through study of examples of the older existing structures
in terms of their physical, historical and socio-cultural aspects to develop a logical process and a
recognized sequence of decision-making.

ARCH 582: SPECIAL TOPICS IN CONSERVATION
1. Course Title: Special Topics in Conservation
2. Course Number: ARCH 582
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 3, Contact Hours 3
4. Course Prerequisite: This is an Elective.

The Elective Courses: HUMAN FACTORS
ARCH 574: VISUAL PERCEPTION
1. Course Title: Visual Perception
2. Course Number: ARCH-574
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 3, Contact Hours 3
4. Course Prerequisite: This is an Elective.
5. Course Description
This course introduces students to philosophical foundations of the interaction of cognitive thinking, design,
architecture and culture that helps in understating the creative methodology of form’s composition,
outlining the analytic theory of visual perception with the following dimensions: light, color, shape and
motion.

ARCH 566: BEHAVIORAL FACTORS IN ARCHITECTURE
1. Course Name: Behavioral Factors in Architecture
2. Course Number: ARCH 566
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 3, Contact Hours 3
4. Course Prerequisite: This is an Elective.
5. Course Description
The course is designed to introduce the students to the general concepts in psychology and sociology,
to examine several of these concepts in depth and to give students first-hand experience in conducting
experiments relating to human behaviour.

ARCH 592: SPECIAL TOPICS IN HUMAN FACTORS
1. Course Title: Special Topics in Human Factors
2. Course Number: ARCH 592
3. Course Hours: Credit Hours 3, Contact Hours 3
4. Course Prerequisite: This is an Elective.
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Abdusalam Ali Al-Sudairi (Dean)
Courses Taught:
Construction I, II & III
Project Management
Professional Practice
Educational Credentials:
2000 Ph. D. University of Colorado at Boulder, USA
1993 M. Arch. King Faisal University, Dammam, KSA.
1989 B. Arch. King Faisal University, Dammam, KSA.
Teaching Experience:
2011-present Professor, College of Arch. and Planning, Dammam University,
2006-2011 Associate Professor, College of Architecture, King Faisal University
2000-2006 Assistant Professor, College of Architecture, King Faisal University
1993-2000 Lecturer, College of Architecture, King Faisal University.
Professional Experience:
2012-present Dean, College of Architecture and Planning, University of Dammam.
2009-2011 Vice Dean for Academic Affairs, College of Architecture and Planning
Selected Publications and Research:
2011 (Co-author) Identifying and Classifying Design Barriers and Measuring Their Impact,
Journal of the Gulf and Arabian Peninsula Studies, Kuwait, No. 143,
2011 (Co-author) Reexamining the Limitations of PERT Technique Using Monte Carlo
Simulation ,The Emirates Journal for Engineering Research (EJER), Vol. 16, Issue. 1, UAE,
2010 (co-author) Multi Objective Land Use Allocation Model Using Priority-Based Goal
Programming Technique ,Construction Management and Economics, Vol. 28, No. 2, Taylor &
Francis, UK,
2010 (co-author) ISO 9001-2000 Applications in Design Consulting Offices in Eastern Province of
KSA, Journal of Building Technology, Ministry of Municipalities and Rural Affairs
2008 Activity-Based Costing (ABC) Analysis in Design Processes ,Proceedings of Design
Management in the Architectural Engineering and Construction Sector Conference, University of
Sao Paulo, Brazil, November
Professional Organizations:
Al-Omran Saudi Association
Saudi Council of Engineers
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Name: Khalid AlShaibani (Vice Dean for Graduate Studies)
Courses Taught (Two academic years prior to current visit):
ARCH 670 Sustainable Architecture
ARCH 677 Principles of Sustainable Design
ARCH 679 Energy Responsive Architectural Design
Educational Credentials:
B.Arch.,

King Faisal University, Saudi Arabia 1984

M.Bldg.Sc,

King Faisal University, 1992

Ph.D.

University of Sheffield, UK. 1997

Teaching Experience:
Lecturer

King Faisal University, 1992–1997

Assistant Professor

King Faisal University, 1997–2001

Associate Professor

King Faisal University, 2001–2010

Professor

University of Dammam, 2010–present

Selected Publications and Recent Research:
The use of sky luminance and illuminance to classify the CIE Standard General Skies. Lighting Research &
Technology (2015)
Average daylight factor for the ISO/CIE Standard General Sky. Lighting Research & Technology (2015)
Planning for daylight in sunny regions. International Conference on Environment And Civil Engineering (2015)
Assessment of envelope parameters on mosques’ buildings energy performance. Smart sustainable and health
cities (2014)
Review of typical vs. synthesized energy modeling weather files Journal of Renewable and Sustainable Energy
(2012)
Finding frequency distributions of CIE Standard General Skies from sky illuminance or irradiance Lighting
Research & Technology (2011)
A study for estimating light received on external surface in sunny regions Umm Al-Qura University Journal of
Science-Medicine- Engineering,16(2) 2004
Potentiality of daylighting in a maritime desert climate: the eastern coast of Saudi Arabia, Renewable Energy
(2001)
A daylight factor for clear sky conditions, Architectural Science Review, December (1999)
Average daylight factor for clear sky conditions, International Lighting Res. & Technology (1997)
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Name: Iftekhar M. Khan
Courses Taught:
ARCH 431 Contemporary Issues in Architecture
ARCH 501 Design VI
ARCH 502 Design IX
ARCH 502 Design X
Educational Credentials:
B. Arch, Bangladesh University of Eng. & Technology, 1972
M. Arch., School of Planning & Architecture, New Delhi, 1976
Ph.D., Katholieke Universiteit, Leuven 1982
Teaching Experience:
Professor, Bangladesh University of Eng. & Technology, Dhaka 1988
Associate Professor, King Faisal University, Dammam, 1988–1996
Professor, University of Dammam, 2010–present
Professional Experience:
Senior Project Manager, Camburus & Theodore Ltd, Des Plaines, IL. 1997-2009
Licenses/Registration:
Member, Institute of Architects, Bangladesh (IAB)
Selected Publications and Recent Research:
1985 “Regionalism in Architecture – Exploring Architecture in Islamic Cultures” (co-edited)
Published AGA KHAN AWARD for ARCHITECTURE. Concept Media Pte. Ltd. Singapore,
1985 “Livability in Old Dhaka; Evolving Urban Residential Pattern in Mohallas”Published in ‘Regionalism in
Architecture” Concept Media Pte. Ltd. Singapore,
Professional Memberships:
None
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Name: Abu Hydar Imamuddin
Courses Taught (Two academic years prior to current visit):
ARCH 301: DESIGN V
ARCH 302: DESIGN VI
ARCH 411: Housing & Settlement
ARCH 511: Research & Programming
Educational Credentials:
Master of Architectural Engineering [MAE], Katholieke University of Leuven, Belgium [KUL], 1982
Bachelor of Architecture [B.Arch], Bangladesh University of Engieering and Technology [BUET], Dhaka, 1975
Teaching Experience:
Professor, University of Dammam, Saudi Arabia, 1997–present
Professor, Bangladesh University of Engineering and Technology [BUET],
Dhaka, 1989-1996
Associate Professor, Bangladesh University of Engineering and Technology [BUET],
Dhaka, 1986-1989
Professional Experience:
Project Architect, ‘NAGAR BHABAN’, Dhaka Municipal Corporation Head Office, Fulbaria, DHAKA. Project
completed in 1994. In association with Engineers & Consultants Ltd. Dhaka
Managing Director, Sthapatya Kala Kendra, Architects own Design Firm, Dhaka, Bangladesh.
Important projects:
1. ‘Sharochito Sheboti’- Architect's Own Residence, Dhanmondi, Dhaka Completed 1995
2. Dhaka Club Guest House, Dhaka, Completed in 1998.
Licenses/Registration:
None
Selected Publications and Recent Research:
‘Architectural Conservation, Ideas and Philosophies: Application in Bangladesh,’ published in the book 'Old but
New: New but Old', Edt. Mahbubur Rahman: UNESCO Publication, Dhaka 2009.
Author of ‘Design Reety O Sthapatya Dhara’, A Bengali book on Design Theory; published by Sthapatya Kala
Kendra, Dhaka. Bangladesh, 1997
‘Architectural and Urban Conservation in the Islamic World,’ papers in progress: Volume one.’ Editors: Abu H.
Imamuddin and Karen R. Longeteig, Book based on the Workshop held in Dhaka, April 1989. Published by the
Aga Khan Trust for Cultures, Geneva, Switzerland, 1990
Professional Memberships:
Institute of Architecture Bangladesh [IAB]
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Name: Abdullah Al-Oweid
Courses Taught (Two academic years prior to current visit):
ARCH 412 Principles of Urban Design
ARCH 512 Professional Practice
ARCH 433 Design Studio V
ARCH 434 Design Studio VI
Educational Credentials:
M.Arch., Tulane University, 1984
PHD., University of Queensland, 1991
Teaching Experience:
Assistant Professor, King Faisal University, 1991–1998
Associate Professor, King Faisal University, Dammam, 1998–2005
Professor, University of Dammam, 2006–present
Professional Experience:
Joint Consultant –College of Architecture and Various Government Agencies.
Licenses/Registration:
Saudi Arabia
Selected Publications and Recent Research:
Housing and Urban Development in Saudi Arabia (Published Book) Jan,2012.
Tarout Island , History and Architectural Heritage ( in Arabic ) 2015
Professional Memberships:
Al-Omran Saudi Association
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Name: Osama Mohamed Ali Farag
Courses Taught:
ARCH 501 Design X
ARCH 301 Design V
ARCH 311 Advanced Design Method
Educational Credentials:
B.Arch.,

Ain Shams University, 1988

M. Arch. A. S.

Ain Shams University), 1993

Ph.D.

Ain Shams University, 1996.

Teaching Experience:
Assistant Professor
Associate Professor
Professor
Professor

Mansoura University, Egypt, 1996–2002
Mansoura University, Egypt, 2002-2006
Mansoura University, Egypt, 2006-2015
University of Dammam, Saudi Arabia, 2015–present

Professional Experience:
Head of Architecture Department, Mansoura University, Egypt, 2002-2004
Licenses/Registration:
Consultant in Egyptian Engineers Syndicate
Selected Publications and Recent Research:
Osama M.A. Farag, A. Nabih, M. Michel, A. El Aishy: “SIMULATION AS A TOOL TO DEVELOP GUIDELINES FOR THE
DESIGN OF PORTABLE LIBRARY IN THE CAMPUS OF MANSOURA UNIVERSITY”, The 6th IBPSA Canada Conference
La 6e Conférence d’IBPSA, Sim 2010, Canada from 19-20 May 2010
Osama M. Farag, Ahmed Rashwan, Wael Sdeek: “ENERGY PERFORMANCE ANALYSIS OF INTEGRATING BUILDING
ENVELOPES WITH NANO MATERIAL”, GSAS, International Journal Of Sustainable Built Environment, December
2013
Mina Michel Samaan a,*, Osama Farag a, Magdi Khalil b: “USING SIMULATION TOOLS FOR OPTIMIZING
COOLING LOADS AND DAYLIGHTING LEVELS IN EGYPTIAN CAMPUS BUILDINGS”, HBRC Journal, February 2016,
http://ees.elsevier.com/hbrcj,
Professional Memberships:
Member of the Standing Committee for Scientific upgrades professors and assistant professors at the Supreme
Council of Egyptian Universities, 2009-present
Head of Architecture Department, Mansoura University, Egypt, 2002-2004
Member of the Higher Council of Culture, Architecture Committee, 2011-2013.
Awards
The First Prize of Architectural Competition, Design of Damietta University,Egypt, 2007.
The First Prize of Architectural Competition, Design of EELU University,Egypt, 2008.
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Name: Fuad Hassan Mallick
Courses Taught (Two academic years prior to current visit):
ARCH 201: Design III
ARCH 202: Design IV
ARCH 512: Contemporary Issues in Architecture
Educational Credentials:
B.Arch.,
M. Phil.
Ph.D,

Bangladesh University of Engineering and Technology, 1983
University of Newcastle upon Tyne, UK, 1987
Architectural Association Graduate School. UK.1994.

Teaching Experience:
Lecturer
Assistant Professor
Associate Professor
Associate Professor
Associate Professor
Professor
Professor

Bangladesh University of Engineering and Technology. 1998–1990
Bangladesh University of Engineering and Technology, 1990–1997
Bangladesh University of Engineering and Technology, 1997-1999
Eastern Mediterranean University, Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus 1999-2001
BRAC University, Bangladesh 2002- 2003
BRAC University, Bangladesh 2003- date
University of Dammam, Saudi Arabia. 2015- present

Professional Experience:
Member, Thinking Group for the development the Graduate School of Architecture and Human Settlements for
the Aga Khan University,2016-2007.
Member, Editorial Advisory Board for the Book Series: Disaster Risk Reduction: Methods, Approaches, Practices.
Springer 2012-2015.
Coordinator: Design and Construction of a “Disaster Resilient Habitat” at Satkhira, Bangladesh. Joint project with
Disaster, Environment and Climate Change Unit, BRAC. UNDP funded project. Completed September 2011.
On site Technical Reviewer, Aga Khan Award for Architecture, 2010.
Selected Publications:
Rajib Shaw, Fuad Mallick and Aminul Islam (eds) Disaster Risk Reduction Approaches in Bangladesh,. Springer
Japan 2013.
Rajib Shaw, Fuad Mallick and Aminul Islam (eds) Climate Change Adaptations in Bangladesh,. Springer Japan
2013
Fuad H Mallick and Zainab F Ali Muzharul Islam, Architect, (eds). BRAC University Press. January 2012. 88 pages.
Fuad Mallick, Habitat and Infrastructure: A Localized Approach to Resilience, , Chapter 17 in Climate Change
Adaptations in Bangladesh, pp 331-340
Professional Memberships:
Fellow, Institute of Architects, Bangladesh
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Name: Rafiqul Hussain
Courses Taught (Two academic years prior to current visit):
ARCH 251 Construction Systems & Materials
ARCH 315 Construction Systems & Assemblage
ARCH 401 Design VII
ARCH 402 Design VIII
ARCH 501 Design IX
ARCH 502 Design X
Educational Credentials:
B. Arch., Bangladesh University of Engineering & Technology (BUET), Dhaka, Bangladesh 1972
M. Arch., Katholiek Universiteit te Leuven (KUL), Leuven, Belgium 1978
Ph.D., Katholiek Universiteit te Leuven (KUL), Leuven, Belgium, 1988
Teaching Experience:
Lecturer, Bangladesh University of Engineering & Technology, Dhaka, 1973-1975
Assistant Professor, Bangladesh University of Engineering & Technology, Dhaka, 1975-1980
Associate Professor, Bangladesh University of Engineering & Technology, Dhaka, 1980-1988
Professor, Bangladesh University of Engineering & Technology, Dhaka, 1988-90
Associate Professor, University of Dammam, Dammam, 1990-present
Professional Experience:
Field Coordinator, Sulla Project, Bangladesh Rural Advancement Committee (BRAC) 1972-73
Associate Architect, Prasthapana Architects, 1973-1976
Associate Architect, Building Design Center, 1978-1984
Associate Architect, Prasthapana Architects, 1988-90
Licenses/Registration:
Bangladesh
Selected Publications and Recent Research:
Professional Memberships:
Member of the Institute of Architects, Bangladesh
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Name: Egal Khalaf Al-Jofi
Courses Taught:
ARCH 513 342 Environmental Control System II
ARCH 513 511 Research & programming
ARCH 513 501 Design IX
ARCH 513 502 Design X
ARCH 500 201Design III
ARCH 500 202 Design VI
Educational Credentials:
B. Arch King Faisal University Dammam, SA, 1983
M. Arch
University of Colorado Denver, USA, 1987
Ph.D
University of Wales Cardiff, UK, 1995
Teaching Experience:
Lecturer
Assistant Professor
Associate Professor

King Faisal University, 1987
King Faisal University, 1995
University of Dammam, 2011

Professional Experience:
Member of the Saudi Society council, Denver, USA, 1986 -1987
Vice Dean for academic affairs, College of Architecture, King Faisal University, 1999 – 2003
Vice Dean for development and quality, College of applied studies and community services, University of
Dammam, 2015- up to now.
Supervision of graduate studies:
2015, “Evaluating the appropriateness of social characteristics of the contemporary courtyard dwellings, Mr.
Yousef Alseheimi
2014, “Assessing LEED Certified Buildings: Post Occupancy Evaluation of KAUST, Mrs Sumeih Aljaser
2011, “Evaluation & implementation of sustainability in residential compounds in Saudi Arabia, Mrs Deema AL
Saleh
Selected Publications and Research:
2016. “The measures of light performance of wind catchers in hot climatic zones”. IACSIT International Journal
of Engineering and Technology, Vol. 8, No. 1, February 2016
2009. “An assessment of environmental performance of glazed office buildings
in hot climates”; Building Technology, 19.
2009. “Determination of Basic wind pressure for structural design in Saudi Arabia”; Journal of the Gulf and
Arabian Peninsula studies, vol. 43, no. 35, 7.
2009. “The Reflected light performance of Rawshans”; Cairo University Scientific Journal.
Professional Organizations:
Member: Al-Omran Association, since 1989.
Member: Saudi Council ofEngineers, 2011
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Name: Bhzad Sidawi
Courses Taught (Two academic years prior to current visit):
ARCH 401, ARCH 501 and ARC 502: Arch. design VII, IX and X
BSTC 414 Building Engineering Design Studio 4th year
Educational Credentials:
2004 and 2006 Design e-tutoring and E-commerce courses certificate, Brunel Training center, UK
2004. PhD, Cardiff University, Welsh School of Architecture, Cardiff, UK
1998 Further and Adults Teaching course certificate, City of Bath College, Bath, UK
1997. MPhil, University of Bath, School of Architecture, Bath, UK
1982. B. Arch., University of Damascus, Faculty of Architecture and Planning, Damascus, Syria
Teaching Experience:
2006- present Associate professor, University of Dammam, College of Architecture and Planning
1998. Lecturer, City of Bath College, UK
Professional Experience:
2005-2006. Architectural technician: Tutlow King architects, Bristol, UK
2003-2005. Architectural designer: ADS, Bath and CAD consultant: Brooks chartered surveyors, Bath, UK
1998-2003. Architectural technician: Westlea Housing association, Chippenham; McCarthy & Stone,
Almondsbury business park, Bristol; J. K. Developments LTD, Calne; Westbury Homes and Mason Richards
partnership, AztecWest, UK.
Licenses/Registration:
Registered Architect, Syrian Engineers’ Commission, Syria (1982-present)
Selected Publications and Recent Research:
Bhzad Sidawi and Mohammad Taha Alharriri. The Importance of Healthy and Sustainable Built Environments for
Vulnerable Groups of Population. Built Environment Journal. Faculty of Architecture, Planning and Surveying,
Malaysia, Volume 12 No. 2 July 2015 ISSN 1675-5022
Bhzad Sidawi. Hindrances to the use of E-learning system by architecture students. Technics Technologies
Education Management Journal, 03/2015; 10(1):28-41
Bhzad Sidawi, Mark Deakin and Mohamed Taha Ali. The place-based impact of built environments: Diabetes,
living conditions, homes and neighbourhoods. Indoor and Built Environment Journal, Sage, Oct. 2014
Sidawi, B. and M. Deakin. Diabetes, built environments and (un) healthy lifestyles: the potential of smart city
technologies. Smart and Sustainable Built Environment SASBE Journal, Emerald, UK, 2013
Professional Memberships:
Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA), UK (Guest membership)
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Name: Mohammad Sulaiman Al-Mansour
Courses Taught (Two academic years prior to current visit):
ARCH 201 Design III
ARCH 401 Arch. Design VII
ARCH 402 Arch. Design VIII
ARCH 511 Research & Programming
Educational Credentials:
B. Arch., King Saud University (Riyadh University), 1978
M. Arch. Tulane University, 1981
Teaching Experience:
Teaching assistant, King Faisal University, 1978–1979
Lecturer, King Faisal University, 1982–1985
Assistant Professor, King Faisal University, (University of Damman) 1985 - present.
Professional Experience:
Vice Dean of Student Administration Affair (1982--1983)
Vice Dean of Administration affair of College of Architecture (1983 –1985)
Member of Research Follow Up Committee King Abdulaziz City for Science and Technology (1983 – 1985)
Vice Dean of academic affair of college of Architecture (1996 – 1997)
Member of University Council

(1997—1999)

Dean of College of Architecture and Planning (1997 – 1999)
Professional Memberships
Saudi Al-Omran Association
Saudi Council of Engineers
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Name: Hassan Motea Al-Nakhli
Courses Taught (Two academic years prior to current visit):
ARCH 301 Design V
ARCH 302 Design VI
ARCH 251 Design Methods
ARCH 578 Climate and Architecture
ARCH 579 Energy and Form in Architecture
ARCH 522 Research and Programming
Educational Credentials:
B.Arch., University of Dammam ( King Faisal University) , 1980
M. Arch., Tulane University, 1984
Ph. D, University of Sheffield, UK
Teaching Experience:
Lecturer, University of Dammam, 1984–1987
Assistant Professor, University of Dammam, 1994–present
Selected Publications and Recent Research:
Planning Pedestrian for Low Energy Built Environment (in the Maritime Desert Climate of Eastern Province in
Saudi Arabia)
Professional Memberships:
The American Institute of Concrete (SA section)
Saudi Consult of Engineers
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Name: Mohammed Ahmed H. Hapallas
Courses Taught (Two academic years prior to current visit):
ARCH 301 Design Studio V
ARCH 302 Design Studio VI
Educational Credentials:
M. Arch.

University of Colorado, 1987

B.Arch.

King Faisal University, 1983

Teaching Experience:
Associate Professor, The University of Dammam, 2015- present
Assistant Professor, King Faisal University ( The University of Dammam), 1993–2015
Lecturer, King Faisal University, 1987–1993
Teaching Assistant, King Faisal University, 1983–1987
Professional Experience:
Team Member in the design of Mataaf increasing capacity, Makkah Holy Mosque, 2010–2011
Team Member in the design of the Mataaf Handicapped way, Makkah Holy Mosque, 2008-2009
Private projects design consultant Residential projects. Eastern Province, Saudi Arabia, 1995-2007
Licenses/Registration:
King Faisal University
The University of Dammam
Selected Publications and Recent Research:
( ﺗﻘﯿﯿﻢ ﻣﺎ ﺑﻌﺪ اﻹﺷﻐﺎل ﺑﻤﺸﺮوﻋﺎت اﻟﻤﺠﻤﻌﺎت اﻟﺘﺠﺎرﻳﺔ) دراﺳﺔ ﺗﻄﺒﯿﻘﯿﻪ ﻟﻤﺮﺗﺎدي ﻣﺠﻤﻊ اﻟﻈﮫﺮان1
 اﻹﻣﺎرات اﻟﻌﺮﺑﯿﺔ،2014 ، ﻣﺠﻠﺔ اﻹﻣﺎرات ﻟﻠﺒﺤﻮث اﻟﮫﻨﺪﺳﯿﺔ،( اﻟﻤﻤﻠﻜﺔ اﻟﻌﺮﺑﯿﺔ اﻟﺴﻌﻮدﻳﺔ-ﺑﻤﺪﻳﻨﺔ اﻟﺨﺒﺮ
.اﻟﻤﺘﺤﺪة
2 ) Conservation of Urban heritage in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Journal of Al Azhar University, 2013, Egypt.
( ﺛﻮرة اﻻﺗﺼﺎﻻت و ﺗﻜﻨﻮﻟﻮﺟﯿﺎ اﻟﻤﻌﻠﻮﻣﺎت واﻟﺘﻌﻠﯿﻢ اﻹﻟﻜﺘﺮوﻧﻲ ) رؤﻳﺔ ﺗﻄﺒﯿﻘﯿﺔ ﻟﻠﺘﻌﻠﯿﻢ اﻟﻤﻌﻤﺎري3
. اﻟﻤﻤﻠﻜﺔ اﻟﻌﺮﺑﯿﺔ اﻟﺴﻌﻮدﻳﺔ،1433
،اﻹﻟﻜﺘﺮوﻧﻲ( ﻣﺠﻠﺔ ﺗﻘﻨﯿﺔ اﻟﺒﻨﺎء
، ﻣﺠﻠﺔ ﺟﺎﻣﻌﺔ اﻷزھﺮ،( ﺗﻘﯿﯿﻢ اﻷﺛﺮ اﻟﺒﯿﺌﻲ ودوره ﻓﻲ ادارة اﻗﺘﺼﺎد اﻟﺘﻨﻤﯿﺔ اﻟﻌﻤﺮاﻧﯿﺔ اﻟﻤﺴﺘﺪاﻣﺔ4
. ﺟﻤﮫﻮرﻳﺔ ﻣﺼﺮ اﻟﻌﺮﺑﯿﺔ،2012
5) The Use of Daylight in the Office Buildings in Saudi Arabia, CIBSE National Lighting Conference, 1992
Professional Memberships:
Saudi Al-Omran Association
Saudi Engineers association
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Name: Gamal Eldin Ahmed Abdelghany.
Courses Taught: (Two academic years prior to 2016):
ARCH 201 DESIGN STUDIO 3.
ARCH 202 DESIGN STUDIO 4.
ARCH 251 DESIGN METHODS ( 1 ).
ARCH 231 ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN ( 1 ).
ARCH 232 ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN ( 2 ).
ARCH 511 RESEARCH & PROGRAMING.
Educational Credentials:
B.Sc Faculty of Fine Arts, University of Alexandria, Egypt, 1979.
M.Sc, Faculty of Fine Arts, University of Alexandria, Egypt, 1986.
Ph.D. Faculty of Fine Arts, University of Alexandria, Egypt, 1990.
Teaching Experience:
Assistant Professor, University of Alexandria.,Egypt, Department of Architecture 1990–1996.
Associate Professor, University of Alexandria., Egypt, Department of Architecture, 1996 – 2004.
Professor, University of Alexandria. Egypt,, Department of Architecture, 2004–present
Associate Professor, University of Dammam, Department of Architecture, 2000– present
Professional Experience:
Committee member of the conservation heritage - city of Alexandria . 1982 – 1984.
Researcher in The comprehensive planning of the city of Alexandria.1984-2005.
Designing and supervising a number of projects through the Private Office and Engineering Consulting Center
Faculty of Fine Arts, University of Alexandria. -1980 - 2000.
Competition “increasing the capacity of the Tawaf area of the Holy Mosque in Makkah”-2008 (First Place)
Technical management for developing the proposal of increasing the capacity of the Tawaf area of the Holy
Mosque in Makkah 2008-2009..
Selected Publications and Research:
Ecological approach for Architecture and Urbanism in Egypt to achieve sustainable development Architectural
magazine, Department of Architecture, Faculty of Fine Arts, Alexandria University. First Issue - December 2009.
Landscape Architecture and its role in coordinating the development of aesthetic taste against visual pollution .
Architectural magazine Scientific, 7th Issue, Faculty of Architecture, University of Beirut. December 2013.
Licenses/Registration:
Egypt Engineers Syndicate (1979)
Professional Memberships:
Egyptian Architectural assemblage
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Name: Abed A. Almusallam (Chair)
Courses Taught (Two academic years prior to current visit):
ARCH 472 Research & Programming
ARCH 442 Project Management
ARCH 431 Contract Document & Working Drawing
ARCH 212 Construction Systems & Materials
Educational Credentials:
B. Arch., King Faisal University, Dammam, KSA, 1988
M. Arch., King Faisal University, Dammam, KSA, 1996
Ph.D. in Construction Management, IIT, Chicago, USA 1992
Teaching Experience:
Assistant Professor, College of Arch & Plan, University of Dammam, KSA, 2002- present
Teaching. Assistant, College of Arch & Plan, University of Dammam, KSA 1988–1996
Professional Experience:
Chair: Department of Architecture, Nov. 2014 - present
Vice-Dean for Academic Affairs of Preparatory Year and Support Studies, UoD, KSA, 2010- Present
Vice-Dean of Students Affairs for Activities, KFU, KSA, 2005-2009
Vice-President of Students Financial Box, KFU, KSA, 2005-2009
General Director of Prince Mohammad Bin Fahad’s Summer Program for Youth Training, KFU, 2006
Research Assist, College of Architecture, IIT, Chicago, USA, 1999-2002
Selected Publications and Recent Research:
“Re-engineering Design Package Approval Process at Mega firms”, (Master Thesis supervisor,2011)
“Primary Studies For Determining The Needy Houses for Re-Habitation in Dammam, (Field-study Prince Abdullah
Charitable Society, KSA 2005)
2002 “A Web-Based Approach for Coordinating Architectural Drawings with Other Construction Documents”,
(PhD Thesis, IIT, Chicago, USA, 2002)
Professional Memberships:
Saudi Al-Omran Association, KSA
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Name: Badran M. S. Alzenifeer
Courses Taught (Two academic years prior to current visit):
Core Courses: Design III, Design IV, Design IX, Design X, Environmental Control Systems 1.
Elective Courses: Special Topic in Architecture Technology (Building energy simulation).
Educational Credentials:
B.Arch., King Faisal University, 1998.
M. Arch. A. S., University of Colorado at Denver (CU Denver), 2003.
Ph.D. Welsh School of Architecture (WSA), Cardiff University, 2014
Teaching Experience:
Lecturer King Faisal University, Saudi Arabia, 2003 – 2013.
Assistant Professor, University of Dammam, Saudi Arabia, 2014 – present.
Professional Experience:
Design and participate in the design of a number of projects in Saudi Arabia, including dwellings and commercial
buildings (1999 – 2012).
A team member in the design proposal given for the Mecca's Grand Mosque Mataf expansion, College of
Architecture and Planning, King Faisal University, 2008.
Licenses/Registration:
Saudi Council of Engineers.
Selected Publications and Recent Research:
The impact of neighborhood geometries on outdoor thermal comfort and energy consumption from urban
dwellings: a case study of the Riyadh city, the kingdom of Saudi Arabia. PhD Thesis. Published by ORCA, Cardiff
University, UK, 2014.
Professional Memberships:
Saudi Council of Engineers.
Saudi Green Building Council.
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Name: Mohamed Al-Hefnawy
Courses Taught (Two academic years prior to current visit):
ARCH 401 Design VII
ARCH 402 Design VIII
ARCH 412 Issues in Urban Design
ARCH 511 Research & Programming
ARCH 552 Climate & Architecture (Elective)
Educational Credentials:
B. Architectural Engineering, Alexandria University, 1991
M.Sc. Environmental Studies, Alexandria University, 1996
Ph.D. Architectural Engineering, SUNY at Buffalo joint with Tanta University, 2003
Teaching Experience:
Associate Professor, University of Dammam 9-2015 - Now
Assistant Professor, University of Dammam University, 2008 – 2015
Associate Professor, Tanta University, 2012 – Now (Leave without pay)
Professional Experience:
Gulf Arch Consultants, Cairo, 2005–2005
Zuhair Fayez Consultants, Cairo, 2005-2006
ETSC, Cairo, 2006-present
Selected Publications and Recent Research:
Heritage assets: A successful regeneration potential, the Second Architectural Forum, Qassim University, 21 April
2015.
Life-cycle assessment of finishing materials in KSA, Journal of Emirates University for Engineering Researches,
2013
Sustainability issues awareness: a case study in Dammam University, Journal of King Saud University for
Architecture and Planning, 2013
Sustainability Threats and Responsive Policies in the Arab States: A Critique Overview (ACAH 2012, Japan)
A LEED Approach for Assessing Sustainability Indicators: A Case Study of a Commercial Center (JKAU 2012)
Energy Saving: A Practical Approach in the Built Environment (PRESCO 2012, Japan)
Professional Memberships:
The Egyptian Syndicate of Engineers
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Name: Hazem Afify
Courses Taught (Two academic years prior to current visit):
ARCH 301 Arch. Design V
ARCH 302 Arch. Design VI
ARCH 332: History& Theory II
ARCH 242 Advanced CAD &GIS Applications
ARCH 511 Research & programming
Educational Credentials:
B.Sc., Helwan University, Cairo, Egypt, 1986
M.Sc., Ein Shams University –Cairo, Egypt, 1992
Ph.D. Stuttgart University – Germany, 1999
Teaching Experience:
Assistant Professor, Monofieya University ,Egypt, Department of Architecture 1999–2004
Associate Professor, Monofieya University, Department of Architecture, 2004–2005
Professor, Monofieya University, Department of Architecture 2009 – present.
Assistant Professor, University of Dammam, Department of Architecture, 2005 – present
Professional Experience:
Project Architect in Architektur & Ambient and GUS Architekten1993-1996, Stuttgart
Competition “increasing the capacity of the Tawaf area of the Holy Mosque in Makkah”-2008 (First Place)
Technical management for developing the proposal of increasing the capacity of the Tawaf area of the Holy
Mosque in Makkah 2008-2009.
Licenses/Registration:
Egypt Engineers Syndicate (1986)
Selected Publications and Recent Research:
Developing The Performance Of Lightweight Façade Facing Units In Affordable Housing, The Second Symposium
of Charitable and Affordable Housing in Saudi Arabia, Al Khober 28-30 April, 2008
Advanced Digital Manufacturing Techniques (CAM) in Architecture, 3rd International Conference of the Arab
Society for Computer Aided Architectural Design ASCAAD 2007, Alexandria, Nov. 28-30 2007
Professional Memberships:
Egyptian Architectural Assemblage
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Name: Mohamed Saad Rahal
Courses Taught (Two academic years prior to current visit):
ARCH 211 Concepts of Structure.
ARCH 341 Structure I
ARCH 342 Structure II
Educational Credentials:
1994. Ph.D.

Civil Engineering, Moscow State University, USSR.

1987. M.Sc.

Faculty of Engineering, Alexandria University, Egypt.

1980. B.Sc.

Faculty of Engineering, Alexandria University, Egypt.

Teaching Experience:
2000-present

Assistant Professor, Department of Architecture ,University of Dammam.

1994 - 2000

Ass. Prof. , Structural Engineering Department, Alexandria University, Egypt.

1980-1987

Lecturer, Structural Engineering Department, Alexandria University, Egypt.

Professional Experience:
1980-1990

Design engineer, The Consulting Civil Engineering Office (EKR), Egypt.

1995-2000

Head of design Sector, The African Consultant Office (ACO), Egypt.

Licenses/Registration:
Registered Consultant Engineer, Egyptian Engineers’ Commission, Egypt (1980-present)
Selected Publications and Recent Research:
2009. Mohamed Rahal,Egal Aljofi,Mohamed Abdelnaby, Determination of Basic Wind Pressure for Structural
Design in Saudi Arabia., Journal of the Gulf and Arabian Peninsula Studies– No. 134 – Vol. 35 July 2009.
2000, Mohie Shukry,Mohamed Rahal,Tarek Ebeido, Analysis of Reinforced Concrete Pile Caps By The Finite
Element Method, Alexandria Engineering Journal Vol. 39, No. 3, 2000.
2000, Mohie Shukry,Mohamed Rahal, Gehad Rasad, Effect of Beam Stiffness on Behavior of Reinforced
Concrete Slabs, Alexandria Engineering Journal, Vol. 39, No. 1, 2000.
Professional Memberships:
Egyptian Engineers’ Commission, Egypt.
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Name: Mohamad Jalal Istanbouli.
Courses Taught (Two academic years prior to current visit):
ARCH 401 Design Studio VII
ARCH 331 History & Theory I
ARCH 511 Research & Programming
ARCH 402 Design Studio ARCH 421
Humanities II ARCH 581
Educational Credentials:
B.S.Arch.
University of Damascus – Department of Architecture, 1983
M.A.S
University of Rome “La Sapienza”- Architecture University, 1996.
PhD
Architectural University of Rome “La Sapienza” 2002.
Teaching Experience:
Assistant Professor
Assistant Professor
Lecturer
Lecturer
Lecturer

University of Dammam University, 2012- Now
Damascus University, Damascus, Syria, Department of Architecture,1983
University of Rome “La Sapienza", 2000-2002.
Arab International University, Damascus. Syria, 2005-2011.
Yarmouk Private University, Damascus Syria. 2011-2012.

Professional Experience:
Expert in preserving and Restoring Old Historical Sites and Architectural Properties, department of the Old city
of Damascus, Damascus Governorate, Syria, 2005-2006 .
Head of Design, my own office in the Engineers Association - a branch of Damascus. Participation in an
architectural competition to design the new building, the province of Kenitra, consolation prize Syria, 2011.
Licenses/Registration:
None
Selected Publications and Recent Research:
"Immaterial Principles in the design of hospitals."Approved research is published in a series of the Journal of
Engineering Sciences University October for research and scientific studies on 28/5/2012.
Book on “Descriptive Geometry for the architecture”, has been printed in English. Printed in 1999, in favor of the
Faculty of Architecture - Arab International University.
"Roles and responsibilities of the parties involved in the Conservation and restoration of architectural heritage
projects", the Second Architectural Forum, Qassim University, 21 April 2015.
"Conserving Saudi Urban Heritage: A Community Responsive Approach", The Fifth National Built Heritage Forum
– Al Qassim (Nov.29th – Dec.3rd 2015).
Professional Memberships:
Member of Syrian Engineers Order of Damascus
Member of the Teachers' Union, Damascus University
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Name: Wadee Ahmed Ghanem Al-Gehlani
Courses Taught:
ARCH 401 Design StudioVII
ARCH 402 Design StudioVIII
ARCH 580 Reuse and Adaptability
ARCH 581 Building Conservation & Preservation (Elective)
Educational Credentials:
B.Arch., Sana’a University, Republic of Yemen, 1996
M. Arch. Anhalt University, Dessau, Germany , 2004
Ph.D, RWTH Aachen University, Aachen, Germany . (RWTH Aachen), 2012
Teaching Experience:
Assistant , Aden University, Republic of Yemen,1998–2002
Lecturer , Aden University, Republic of Yemen, 2004–2009
Assistant Professor, Anhalt University (Hochschule Anhalt), Germany, 2012–2013
Assistant Professor, University of Dammam, Saudi Arabia, 2015– present
Professional Experience:
Principal Architect (Al-Wadee for Architecture): Architectural design and construction documents, project
management of various private and public buildings, Yemen. 1997-2015
Architectural Designer (Al-Benaa Engineering): Design and supervision of projects. Yemen. 2001-2015
Member (University Consultancy Center) Yemen. 1997-1998
Licenses/Registration:
Municipality of the city of Aden, Yemen.
Selected Publications and Recent Research:
Ghanem, Wadee Ahmed, Environmental Consideration for Naturally Ventilated Traditional and Modern Building
in Aden – Yemen .The 8th Arab International Solar Energy Conference & Regional World Renewable Energy
Congress. Aden University for Natural and Practical Sciences magazine, 8-10 March, 2004.
Ghanem, Wadee Ahmed,Functional conformity for building walls and fortifying them with castles and gates; a
case study ' Seera Caste. First Engineering Conference , Aden , Yemen / Aden University Printing & Publishing,1618 December,2002
Ghanem, Wadee Ahmed ,Urban and Building Design for Hot Humid Regions, A case Study from Aden-Yemen . 7th
Arab International Solar Energy Conference- Regional World Renewable Energy Congress , University of Sharjah,
Sharjah, UAE, 19-22 February, 2001
Ghanem, Wadee Ahmed, Traditional Architecture in Aden City . Clay Architecture Conference – Dhamar
University), 2001.
Ghanem, Wadee Ahmed, Old Sana’a (Sana’a Al-Kadema). Workshop – University of Aden, 2000.
Professional Memberships:
Member, Yemeni Engineers Union .
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Name: Mohamed Fakhry Fouad Hussein
Courses Taught (Two academic years prior to current visit):
ARCH-201 Design Studio III
ARCH-202 Design Studio IV
ARCH-241 CAD Applications
ARCH-242 Advanced CAD & GIS applications
ARCH 351: Computer Modeling
ARCH 573: Architectural Computer Graphics
Educational Credentials:
B.Arch. Alexandria University, 2005.
M.S.

Alexandria University, 2008.

PH.D.

Alexandria University, 2013.

Teaching Experience:
Lecturer, Arabic Education and training group, 2009–2010.
Lecturer, Dammam University, 2010– present.
Professional Experience:
Junior Architect, Dr. Magdy Moussa for Urban Studies office, Alexandria, 2006-2007.
Project Architect , Dar Al Dowaillah-Engineering Consultants, Kuwait, 2007-2009.
Licenses/Registration:
Egypt
Kuwait
Selected Publications and Recent Research:
The economic aspects in hospitals' design (Mohamed Fakhry, 2013)
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Name: Mohammed Abdulrahman Al-Mahmood
(Abroad, Ph.D. candidate, University of Copenhagen)
Courses Taught (Two academic years prior to current visit):
ARCH 402 Design VIII
Educational Credentials:
B.Arch., King Faisal University, 2007
Master of Urban Design, Washington University in St. Louis, 2012
Teaching Experience:
Teaching Assistance, University of Dammam, 2010–2012
Lecturer, University of Dammam, 2013–present
Professional Experience:
Project Architect at Department of Engineering, Alrajhi Bank, 2007–2012
Architect, Modern Identity, 2008-2010
Licenses/Registration:
Saudi Council of Engineers
Selected Publications and Recent Research:
Participated, the MIPIM Architectural Review Future Projects Award in Cannes 2011
Shortlisted, World Architecture Festival in Barcelona 2010
First Rank, Prince Sultan bin Salman Award for Traditional Architecture in Saudi Arabia 2008
First Rank, Abha Award for Scientific Inventions in Saudi Arabia 2000
First Rank, Prince Sultan bin Abdulaziz Award for Healthy Environment 1999
Professional Memberships:
Saudi Council of Engineers
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Name: Zeyad A. Al-Swaidan (Adjunct)
Courses Taught (Two academic years prior to current visit):
ARCH 511 Research and Program
ARCH 512 Professional practice
ARCH 501 Design IX
ARCH 502 Design X
Educational Credentials:
B.Arch., King Faisal University, 1983
M. Arch. A. S., King Faisal University , 1996
Ph.D, Sudan University of Science and Technology , 2010.
Teaching Experience:
Lecturer, College of Architecture and Planning, University of Dammam 2014
Professional Experience:
Director of projects and Maintenance Dept. – MOH - Eastern Region.
Assistant General Director. Projects and Engineering Affairs, MOH Eastern Region.
CEO of Medical Cities Projects – MOH
Lecturer, College of Architecture and Planning, University of Dammam
Licenses/Registration:
The Saudi Omran Society
Consultant at Saudi Council of Engineers.
CEO of Saudi Healthcare Architects – Saudi Umran Society.
Board member of Public Health group /International Union Architecture (UIA/PHG)
Symposiums and Scientific Seminars:
Research titled “Master plan of phased development for Dammam Main Hospital”. Symposium on “Autonomous
Operation and Companies Operation between Costs and Services Standards”, Riyadh.
Participant: Annual convention of ‘Public Health group at International Union Architecture (UIA/PHG) – Turkey
2006, South Africa 2009, Japan, Norway 2012, Canada 2013, China 2015.
Research titled “Saudi Experiment in International Design Locally Implemented - Case Study: Medical Cities
Project”, UIA/PHG 2013 Annual Healthcare Forum + GUPHA Meeting at IDEX Canada, September, 2013.
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Name: Fahad Abdullah Alshiddi
Educational Credentials:
B.Arch., King Faisal University, 2006
Master of Building Science, University of Southern California, 2015
Teaching Experience:
Teacher Assistant King Faisal University, Saudi Arabia, 2007-2011
Class Assistant, University of Southern California, 2014 - 2015
Lecturer, University of Dammam, Saudi Arabia, 2015 – present
Professional Experience:
Architect at ‘King Abdullah Project for the expansion of the Holy Mosque in Mecca", Ministry of Higher
Education, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, 2009- 2010.
Architect Engineer at Bechtel Company in Jubail Industrial City, 2006 - 2007
Licenses/Registration:
Autodesk: Building Performance Analysis
Save international: Associate Value Specialist
Professional Memberships:
Saudi Council of Engineers: Member
Saudi Green Building Forum: Member
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Name: Islam Mostafa
Courses Taught (Two academic years prior to current visit):
Graduate Thesis supervision
Educational Credentials:
B.Arch., Architectural Department, Shoubra Faculty of Engineering, Benha University,2009.
M. Arch. Shoubra Faculty of Engineering, Benha University,2014.
Teaching Experience:
Instructor, Shoubra Faculty of Engineering, Benha University, Cairo, Egypt, 2009–1989
Lecturer, University of Dammam, Saudi Arabia, 2015–present
Professional Experience:
Almuhaid Consultants Engineers Mar ,2012- 2015
Diaa Consult (Prof. Diaa El Din Ibrahim) Aug.2010- Dec 2012
Licenses/Registration:
The Saudi Al-Umran Society
Selected Publications and Recent Research:
Architectural and urban engineering applications for smart systems in buildings, published by Cairo University,
2014.
Professional Memberships:
Member: Engineers Syndicate, Egypt, 2009-present.
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Name: Nouh Almusallam
Courses Taught (Two academic years prior to current visit):
ARCH 122 Basic Design II
ARCH 202 Design Studio IV
ARCH 521 Contemporary Issues in Architecture

Educational Credentials:
2015. M. Arch, Ball State University, College of Architecture and Planning, Muncie, IN USA.
2009. B. Arch, King Faisal University, College of Architecture and Planning, Saudi Arabia.
Teaching Experience:
2009 - 2011. Teacher Assistant, University of Dammam, College of Architecture
2015 – Present. Lecturer, University of Dammam, College of Architecture
Professional Experience:
2007. Student Intern, Saudi Aramco, Dhahran, Saudi Arabia.
2015 Intern. Tabberson Architects. Muncie IN USA
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Name: Abood Alamoudi
Courses Taught (Two academic years prior to current visit):
ARCH 202 Design IV
ARCH 201 Design III
Educational Credentials:
B.Arch., King Faisal University, 2008
MSRE, Master’s of Science in Real Estate, 2015
Teaching Experience:
Lecturer, University of Dammam, Saudi Arabia, 2015–present
Teaching Assisting, King Faisal University, Saudi Arabia, 2008–2011
Professional Experience:
Consultant Assistant | One-Build Modular Company, Seattle, USA
Founder of Aqaryen, the first Real Estate search engine in Saudi Arabia www.Aqaryen.com
Founder of Seattle GCC, Seattle, USA
Designed a private family restaurant, total of 4,500 SQF in La-Bravado, Mexico.
Designed and supervised the construction of a private house, total of 2,000 SQM in Rakah, SA.
Designed a mosque, total of 10,000 SQM in Rakah, Saudi Arabia.
Project Manager | Aloula Real Estate Company, Khobar and Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
Selected Publications and Recent Research:
The impact of the Real estate development on the Urban growth
Professional Memberships:
APA (American Planning Association)
ULI (Urban Land Institute) Young Leaders Group Leadership Team, member
NAIOP (National Association of Industrial & Office Properties), Northwest Chapter, member
CSAV (SAVE International) value engineering, member
Saudi Council of Engineers, member
Saudi Al-Umran Society, member
Awards
The First Award: Design of Saudi police head-quarter in Dammam, 2007.
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Name: Ahmed H. Abdelaal
Courses Taught (Two academic years prior to current visit):
ARCH 201 DESIGN III
ARCH 202 DESIGN IV
Educational Credentials:
B.Arch.,

Architectural Department, Faculty of Engineering, Cairo University, 2005.

M. Arch.

Architectural Department, Faculty of Engineering, Cairo University, 2007.

Teaching Experience:
Lecturer:
Lecturer:

College Of Architecture And Planning, Dammam University, 2013-present
Faculty of Architecture, University of Fayoum, Egypt. 2009- 2011

Instructor:

Faculty of Architecture, Cairo University, Egypt , 2006 – 2008,

Professional Experience:
D M Consultant, Fayoum, Egypt. June 2008 - 2013
Position: Architect- Project Design Manager
ORIGIN ARCHETECTS, Cairo, Egypt. February 2007 – May 2008
enior Architect, 3D Modeling & Graphic Designer
M A Consultant , Cairo, Egypt. January 2005 – January 2007
Junior Architect
Licenses/Registration:
Saudi Al-Omran Association
Selected Publications and Recent Research:
The Effectiveness of Computer Applications to Developing Creative Capabilities of Architectural Students.”,
2014.
Professional Memberships:
Member: Engineers Syndicate, Egypt, 2005-present.
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Name: Mashary Al-Naim
Professor

On deputation

Director,
Saudi Commission for Tourism
and Antiquities. scta.gov.sa

Name: Abdulaziz Al-Saati
Professor (Vice Rector)

Re-assigned 2014

Rector. King Faisal University,
Hofuf.

Name: Jamel Akbar
Professor

Retired 2014

Name: Yousef Nasser Al-Ohali
Assistant Professor

Retired 2015

Name: Yasser Ahmed Farghaly
Assistant Professor

Resigned 2014

Name: Sameer Akbar
Assistant professor

Resigned 2014

CEO of Somou Realstate Ltd.

Name: Ibrahim Mubarak Al-Naimi
Assistant Professor

Resigned 2016

Director: Foundation for Islamic
Architecture: Al-Fouzan Company.

IV.1.4 Catalog (or URL)
The URL for the College Catalog can be found at
http://www.uod.edu.sa/en/colleges/college-of-architecture-and-planning/programs/architecture-program
College catalogue
Note: The document is in Arabic because it caters to entry level applicants, fresh out of school. They are updated
periodically. The college is becoming bilingual; the concise English version is available in the above webpage. The
detailed Arabic version will be placed in the Team Room.
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The National Architectural Accrediting Board
May 4–7, 2014 (1435H)
Year of visit one: 2012

Vision: The NAAB aspires to be the leader in establishing educational quality assurance standards to
enhance the value, relevance, and effectiveness of the architecture profession.
Mission: The NAAB develops and maintains a system of accreditation in professional architecture
education that is responsive to the needs of society and allows institutions with varying resources and
circumstances to evolve according to their individual needs.
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I.

Summary of Team Findings

1.

Team Comments and Visit Summary

It is beneficial to acknowledge differences in Western \ European and Saudi
cultures.
Saudi culture is bilingual; the dominant language is Arabic; English is the
second. In bilingual society not all printed documents are available in both
languages; ergo some documents in the team room were only in Arabic.
Second, Saudi culture is strictly patriarchal; women’s societal roles are different
from those in the West. Saudi culture is changing, but slowly. Equal access to
comparable professional opportunities is offered; however, a gender-integrated
professional society does not currently exist.
Suggested visit three team reading: House, Karen E. On Saudi Arabia—It’s
People, Past, Religion, Fault Lines—and Future. Vintage Books, 2012.

The team would like to thank Rector Dr. Abdullah Al-Rubaish, Vice Rector Dr. Abdullah Al-Kady,
Dean Dr. Abdulsalam Al-Sudairi, Department Chair Dr. Ibrahim Al-Naimi, the faculty and student
body, and finally, Professors Yousef Al-Ohali and Iftekhar Khan for gracious hospitality and
kindness extended during the visit; it would not have been possible without the group’s tireless
dedication and patience.
The University of Dammam’s College of Architecture and Planning was one of two original
Colleges in King Faisal University (Dammam campus), founded in 1975/1395H and inaugurated
in 1977, the other being the College of Medicine. The Colleges of Agricultural and Veterinary
Sciences were located in the Al-Hassa campus, some 160 miles southwest of Dammam.
Over the past three years, student enrollment in the upper three years of the architecture
program has risen from 93 to 103; an increase of over five percent per year. The program’s
growth potential is encouraging. In 2013, the College of Architecture and Planning
(Departments: Architecture, Building Engineering, Urban and Regional Planning, Landscape
Architecture, Interior Architecture) moved into a new campus and into a three-story, 240,000
GSF building on a 465 acre site, housing design studios, classrooms, faculty offices, a modelbuilding shop and testing laboratories (lighting, materials, acoustics, thermal, and
instrumentation). The program has ample growth opportunities well into the future.
A current program charge is to raise its stature and benchmark it internationally. The motivation
is that within the Kingdom, the role and subsequent value of the Saudi architect to the society is
frequently overshadowed by work of expatriate engineers from the petroleum industry. Less
than 12% of all design professionals (architects and engineers) in Saudi Arabia are native
Saudis—a reality all Saudi’s should acknowledge when viewing the character of the built
environment and wondering why it is not more reflective of the rich, historic Islamic culture and
tradition.
The architecture program at the University of Dammam has been asked to elevate its delivery
to align with similar international programs, and the NAAB model was selected. Although minor
differences exist, NAAB’s evaluation sequence for Substantial Equivalency and Continuing
Accreditation is essentially the same; however, it is important to note substantial equivalency
status is not the same as accreditation.
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The team found students to be eager, mature, respectful, and curious. Likewise, faculty are
well-educated and care deeply for the students and their advancement.
This is visit two of NAAB’s Substantial Equivalency process, the “dress rehearsal” for visit three.
It is not unreasonable to anticipate certain aspects of preparation for this visit to be stronger
than others. The team room was properly prepared; course summary binders were organized,
student work display examples met expectations, and overall the character of the students—
their intellect, demeanor, and attitude toward learning—was high.
Students expressed a desire for “hands-on” design-build project opportunities. They also
expressed an interest in more challenging design projects to expand opportunities for
imagination and rigor; not to imply reducing, but supplementing project types currently
assigned. Lastly, students would like to see younger practitioners on the faculty to broaden
educational perspectives with real-world experience.
2.

Conditions Not Met
I.4 Policy Review
II.1.1 Student Performance Criteria
Realm A: Critical Thinking and Representation
A.4 Technical Documentation (A)
A.10 Cultural Diversity (U)
Realm B: Integrated Building Practices, Technical Skills and Knowledge
B.2 Accessibility (A)
B.4 Site Design (A)
B.5 Life Safety (A)
B.6 Comprehensive Design (A)
B.7 Financial Considerations (U)
B.8 Environmental Systems (U)
B.11 Building Service Systems (U)
B.12 Building Materials and Assemblies (U)
Realm C: Leadership and Practice
C.3
C.5
C.6
C.8

3.

Client Role in Architecture (U)
Practice Management (U)
Leadership (U)
Ethics and Professional Judgment (U)

Conditions Not Yet Met
II.4.1 Statement on Substantially Equivalent Degrees
II.4.4 Public Access to APRs and VTRs

4.

Causes of Concern
A. Subject to the NAAB Board’s final recommendation, the team had a concern over the time
available to develop work responsive to team findings and the program’s readiness for visit three.
B. The overall quality of the student design projects from high pass to low pass is
lower than would be considered acceptable in the United States—i.e., projects
noted as high pass would not be ranked thus, and low passes would likely be
considered unacceptable.
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C. If the program considers hand-built models important to the learning experience, construction
craftsmanship must be improved. The decision to require models lies with the program; however,
the quality should meet care and craft standards of the profession.
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II.
Compliance with the Conditions for Substantial Equivalency
(Note, every assessment should be accompanied by a brief narrative. In the case of SPCs being Met, the
team is encouraged to identify the course or courses where evidence of student accomplishment was
found. Likewise, if the assessment of the condition or SPC is negative, please include a narrative that
indicates the reasoning behind the team’s assessment.)
Part One (I): INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT AND COMMITMENT TO CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT
Part One (I): Section 1. Identity and Self-Assessment
I.1.1 History and Mission: The program must describe its history, mission and culture and how that
history, mission, and culture is expressed in contemporary context. Programs that exist within a larger
educational institution must also describe the history and mission of the institution and how that history,
mission, and culture is expressed in contemporary context.
The substantially equivalent degree program must describe and then provide evidence of the relationship
between the program, the administrative unit that supports it (e.g., school or college) and the institution.
This includes an explanation of the program’s benefits to the institutional setting, how the institution
benefits from the program, any unique synergies, events, or activities occurring as a result, etc.
Finally, the program must describe and then demonstrate how the course of study and learning
experiences encourage the holistic, practical and liberal arts-based education of architects.
[X] The program has fulfilled this requirement for narrative and evidence.
Visit Two Team Assessment: UoD’s architecture program actively pursues a pedagogical mission of
reflection on the region’s cultural heritage through projects focusing on regionally based sites seen in
course work in ARCH 502 Design X, Nutaa Oasis, a historic restoration of ancient housing and in Dr. AlQahtani’s course ARCH 421 focused on Islamic architecture in its diverse, historic, and geographic
context.
I.1.2 Learning Culture and Social Equity:
• Learning Culture: The program must demonstrate that it provides a positive and respectful
learning environment that encourages the fundamental values of optimism, respect, sharing,
engagement, and innovation between and among the members of its faculty, student body,
administration, and staff in all learning environments both traditional and nontraditional.
Further, the program must demonstrate that it encourages students and faculty to appreciate
these values as guiding principles of professional conduct throughout their careers, and it
addresses health-related issues, such as time management.
Finally, the program must document, through narrative and artifacts, its efforts to ensure that all
members of the learning community (faculty, staff, and students) are aware of these objectives
and are advised as to the expectations for ensuring they are met in all elements of the learning
culture.
•

Social Equity: The substantially equivalent degree program must first describe how social equity
is defined within the context of the institution or the country in which it is located and then
demonstrate how it provides faculty, students, and staff with a culturally rich educational
environment in which each person is equitably able to learn, teach, and work.

[X] The program has demonstrated that it provides a positive and respectful learning environment.
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[X] The program has demonstrated that it provides a culturally rich environment in which each
person is equitably able to learn, teach, and work.
Visit Two Team Assessment: Evidence of a supportive learning culture and social equity is seen in
guideline documents describing expectations of staff, students and faculty in personal and professional
interactions. Goals and objectives found in the guidelines follow:
LEARNING ENVIRONMENT
• An academic environment in which students gain knowledge and cultivate self-image(s) through
the instructors
• Group learning (groups ranging from 2–3 through 6–8) through studio collaboration (e.g., student
and instructor participation in workshops in Bahrain, UAE, and Athens)
• A positive work environment
• Developing time management skills
• Election of faculty studio coordinators
• A positive physical environment
• Defined responsibilities of classroom and studio instructors
• Defined expectations of students
• Student/faculty community involvement (e.g., revitalization of an abandoned settlement as a
senior project)
SOCIAL EQUITY
• Multiple ethnicities are found in both faculty and students, including Palestinians, Syrians,
Jordanians, and Egyptians, which indicates receptivity of other regional cultures.
I.1.3 Response to the Five Perspectives: Programs must demonstrate through narrative and artifacts,
how they respond to the following perspectives on architecture education. Each program is expected to
address these perspectives consistently within the context of its history, mission, and culture and to
further identify as part of its long-range planning activities how these perspectives will continue to be
addressed in the future.
A. Architecture Education and the Academic Community. That the faculty, staff, and students in
the substantially equivalent degree program make unique contributions to the institution in the
1
areas of scholarship, community engagement, service, and teaching. In addition, the program
must describe its commitment to the holistic, practical, and liberal arts–based education of
architects and to providing opportunities for all members of the learning community to engage in
the development of new knowledge.
[X] The program is responsive to this perspective.
Visit Two Team Assessment: The architecture faculty is well-educated (over 80% PhDs) and
versed in the craft of teaching. Like most faculties, they have intense dialogue over philosophical
issues; however, as a whole, they are deeply respectful and supportive of each other. They
provide wise, compassionate counsel to the students. Students are comfortable in their
relationships; however, they wish for a more age-balance within the faculty.
B. Architecture Education and Students. That students enrolled in the substantially equivalent
degree program are prepared to live and work in a global world where diversity, distinctiveness,
self-worth, and dignity are nurtured and respected; to emerge as leaders in the academic setting
and the profession; to understand the breadth of professional opportunities; to make thoughtful,
deliberate, informed choices and; to develop the habit of lifelong learning.
1

See Boyer, Ernest L. Scholarship Reconsidered: Priorities of the Professoriate. Carnegie Foundation for the
Advancement of Teaching. 1990.
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[X] The program is responsive to this perspective.
Visit Two Team Assessment: Students are prepared to work in global settings; expected to
become leaders in the program and, later, the profession; to recognize growth opportunities; to
make thoughtful, informed decisions, and to be lifelong learners. Global interaction opportunities
include:
Common Program Design IV, concerning landscape design/site planning—a compliment of 120
students visited three sites to study public spaces:
 Academic plaza of King Fahd University (KFUPM) 3.2.2013
 Commercial plaza of Al‐Fanateer waterfront in Al‐Jubail 6.2.2013
 Neighborhood plaza of AlHejaz community centre in Al-Jubail 6.2.2013
Students in Arch Design VIII made a study/tour to Doha, Qatar, April 2013; a field trip to King
Abdullah Foundation, Riyadh (9/2012); and a field trip to Al Taraf Housing in Al-Ahsa (9/2012).
Fifth-year students participated in an Athens study tour organized by Kingdom University Bahrain
and ACTO (3/2012).
Students are encouraged to participate in national and international design competitions and
studio projects. The department is presently preparing entries to RIBA (Royal Institute of British
Architects) Design Studio Competition. Students have historically been recognized for their
design ability.
C. Architecture Education and the Regulatory Environment. That students enrolled in the
substantially equivalent degree program are provided with a sound preparation for the transition
to licensure or registration. The school may choose to explain in the APR the degree program’s
relationship with the process of becoming an architect in the country where the degree is offered,
the exposure of students to possible internship requirements, the students’ understanding of their
responsibility for professional conduct, and the proportion of graduates who have sought and
achieved licensure or registration since the previous visit.
[X] The program is responsive to this perspective.
Visit Two Team Assessment: The Saudi professional design credential is the university degree.
Recognition of this credential is a common practice outside the U.S.; however, it creates
uncertain obligations regarding professional roles, responsibilities, and duties post-graduation. In
addition, since the program is in an area rife with expatriate petroleum engineers, as a group,
they carry a higher standing than architects in the building process. Large
engineering/construction firms such as ARAMCO, Halliburton, and Bechtel dominate the
engineering (and architecture) service delivery landscape, thereby edging native Saudi architects
to the periphery. An unintended consequence of this practice is new buildings that lack context
and are insensitive to local culture and historic precedent.
Given an understanding of the above, students are prepared to enter this “unique” environment.
D. Architecture Education and the Profession. That students enrolled in the substantially
equivalent degree program are prepared: to practice in a global economy; to recognize the
positive impact of design on the environment; to understand the diverse and collaborative roles
assumed by architects in practice; to understand the diverse and collaborative roles and
responsibilities of related disciplines; to respect client expectations; to advocate for design-based
solutions that respond to the multiple needs of diverse clients and populations, as well as the
needs of communities; and to contribute to the growth and development of the profession.
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[X] The program is responsive to this perspective.
Visit Two Team Assessment: Within the framework of Saudi society, the student population is
diverse. Students arrive from Saudi Arabia, Palestine, Kuwait, Syria, and Jordan. They range in
age from late teen to early thirties. They clearly understand collaborative roles in the design
process in team parings on third-year design projects. A perspective into the client role in the
design and construction process is delivered in course ARAR 0512-313 Advanced Design
Methods. By virtue of the program’s geographic and cultural context, international practice is the
norm.
E. Architecture Education and the Public Good. That students enrolled in the substantially
equivalent degree program are prepared: to be active, engaged citizens; to be responsive to the
needs of a changing world; to acquire the knowledge needed to address pressing environmental,
social, and economic challenges through design, conservation, and responsible professional
practice; to understand the ethical implications of their decisions; to reconcile differences between
the architect’s obligation to his/her client and the public; and to nurture a climate of civic
engagement, including a commitment to professional and public service and leadership.
[X] The program is responsive to this perspective.
Visit Two Team Assessment: Students are eager and enthusiastic about opportunities as
architects. They are bright and well-equipped to serve as engaged Saudi citizens. Student Ahmed
Baageel scripted and developed a public outreach piece on the value of the architect broadcast
on local station MBC1 called Subscribe. It focused on science and art, specifically architectural
awareness in the region. Architecture students are interested in community design-build
initiatives.

I.1.4 Long-Range Planning: A substantially equivalent degree program must demonstrate that it has
identified multi-year objectives for continuous improvement within the context of its mission and culture,
the mission and culture of the institution, and the five perspectives. In addition, the program must
demonstrate that data is collected routinely and from multiple sources to inform its future planning and
strategic decision making.
[X] The program’s processes meet the standards as set by the NAAB.
Visit Two Team Assessment: The Rector has suggested the program elevate outcomes to benchmark
with comparable international standards. Accordingly, in 2008, the program made curriculum adjustments
to achieve this objective and are obviously seeking NAAB’s SE status pursuant to this objective. The
university fully supports the SE process. It constructed a 240,000 GSF building dedicated to architecture,
fully equipped with current technology.
The program is in the process of coordinating internal planning objectives with NAAB’s five perspectives.
I.1.5 Self-Assessment Procedures: The program must demonstrate that it regularly assesses
the following:
 How the program is progressing toward its mission.
 Progress against its defined multiyear objectives (see I.1.4 Long-Range Planning) since the
objectives were identified and since the last visit.
 Strengths, challenges, and opportunities faced by the program while developing learning
opportunities in support of its mission and culture, the mission and culture of the institution, and the
five perspectives.
 Self-assessment procedures shall include, but are not limited to:
o Solicitation of faculty, students’, and graduates’ views on the teaching, learning and
achievement opportunities provided by the curriculum.
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o Individual course evaluations.
o Review and assessment of the focus and pedagogy of the program.
o Institutional self-assessment, as determined by the institution.
The program must also demonstrate that results of self-assessments are regularly used to advise and
encourage changes and adjustments to promote student success as well as the continued maturation
and development of the program.
[X] The program’s processes meet the standards as set by the NAAB.

Visit Two Team Assessment: The program conducts an internal reassessment every 10 years. Recently
the architecture program revised its three-year professional curriculum. Students provide
course/professor evaluations at the end of each semester. Pursuing the NAAB Substantial Equivalency
status is a commitment to continuous assessment and a fine tune of the efficacy of strategic learning
objectives.
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PART ONE (I): SECTION 2—RESOURCES
I.2.1 Human Resources and Human Resource Development
 Faculty & Staff:
o A substantially equivalent degree program must have appropriate human resources to support
student learning and achievement. This includes full- and part-time instructional faculty,
administrative leadership, and technical, administrative, and other support staff. Programs are
required to document personnel policies which may include but are not limited to faculty and staff
2
position descriptions .
o Substantially equivalent programs must document the policies they have in place to further social
equity or diversity initiatives appropriate to the cultural context of the institution.
o A substantially equivalent degree program must demonstrate that it balances the workloads of all
faculty and staff to support a tutorial exchange between the student and teacher that promotes
student achievement.
o A substantially equivalent degree program must demonstrate it is able to provide opportunities for
all faculty and staff to pursue professional development that contributes to program improvement.
o Substantially equivalent programs must document the criteria used for determining rank,
reappointment, tenure, and promotion as well as eligibility requirements for professional
development resources.
[X] Human Resources (Faculty & Staff) are adequate for the program.
Visit Two Team Assessment: Faculty research grants are fully funded through the King Abdulaziz
City for Science and Technology. Teaching assistants and lecturers are granted full scholarships for
study abroad for the full duration of the program. The university encourages research and subsidizes
travel and board for faculty members. Faculty research is a requirement for faculty promotion and
tenure reviewed annually by the dean.
Faculty promotion requirements are set by the Ministry of Higher Education. All Saudi full-time senior
teaching appointments are tenure-track. Faculty promotional rank expectations are clearly delineated.
After six years of service tenured faculty can apply for a one-year sabbatical. Unpaid leave is granted
to tenured faculty with the consent and convenience of the department and university.


Students:
o A substantially equivalent program must document its student admissions policies and
procedures. This documentation may include but is not limited to application forms and
instructions, admissions requirements, admissions decisions procedures, financial aid and
scholarships procedures, and student diversity initiatives. These procedures should include firsttime, first-year students as well as transfers within and outside of the university.
o A substantially equivalent degree program must demonstrate its commitment to student
achievement both inside and outside the classroom through individual and collective learning
opportunities.
[X] Human Resources (Students) are adequate for the program.
Visit Two Team Assessment: Tuition for students admitted to the University of Dammam is free,
including a monthly allowance for incidental expenses. Textbooks are free and students receive free
housing. Assuming a student’s grades are kept up, these offerings are available throughout the
student’s academic career and through a terminal degree, if pursued.
Traveling and supplemental scholarships are available for study abroad.

2

A list of the policies and other documents to be made available in the team room during a substantial equivalency
visit is in Appendix 4 of the 2012 Conditions for Substantial Equivalency.
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I.2.2 Administrative Structure & Governance
 Administrative Structure: A substantially equivalent degree program must demonstrate it has a
measure of administrative autonomy that is sufficient to affirm the program’s ability to conform to the
conditions for substantial equivalency. Substantially equivalent programs are required to maintain an
organizational chart describing the administrative structure of the program and position descriptions
describing the responsibilities of the administrative staff.
[X] Administrative structure is adequate for the program.
Visit Two Team Assessment: Administrative governance is through the University Council, a body
responsible for administrative and financial affairs and application of university policies consistent with
university rules and bylaws. Membership includes the Minister of Higher Education (chair), Rector
(university president), General Secretary of the Higher Education Council, Vice Rectors of the
university, and Deans of the university colleges.


Governance: The program must demonstrate that all faculty, staff, and students have equitable
opportunities to participate in program and institutional governance as appropriate to the context and
culture of the institution.
[X] Governance opportunities are adequate for the program.
Visit Two Team Assessment: Policy and strategic direction is directed and approved by the
University Council, implemented at the university level. Two representatives from each grade level
are appointed to the Studio Council, which serves as a forum for commenting on curriculum content
and student-specific issues. Studio coordinators within the Studio Council work through the
department chair. Faculty/course evaluations are made at the end of each semester.

I.2.3 Physical Resources: The program must demonstrate that it provides physical resources that
promote student learning and achievement in a professional degree program in architecture. This
includes but is not limited to the following:
 Space to support and encourage studio-based learning
 Space to support and encourage didactic and interactive learning.
 Space to support and encourage the full range of faculty roles and responsibilities including
preparation for teaching, research, mentoring, and student advising.
[X] Physical Resources are adequate for the program.
Visit Two Team Assessment: The program is completing its first year in a new 240,000 GSF facility
housing all departments: architecture, building engineering, urban and regional planning, landscape
architecture, and interior architecture. Ample space (16,400 NASF) is available including a space
allocation for growth.
I.2.4 Financial Resources: A substantially equivalent degree program must demonstrate that it has
access to appropriate institutional and financial resources to support student learning and achievement.
[X] Financial Resources are adequate for the program.
Visit Two Team Assessment: Practically all universities in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia are funded by
the state, which spends approximately half of total national revenue on education. Budget allocation for
the University of Dammam for FY 2013 was $77.5 million US. Financial resources are adequate to
support the program.
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I.2.5 Information Resources: The substantially equivalent program must demonstrate that all students,
faculty, and staff have convenient access to literature, information, and visual and digital resources that
support professional education in the field of architecture.
Further, the substantially equivalent program must demonstrate that all students, faculty, and staff have
access to architecture librarians and visual resources professionals who provide information services that
teach and develop research, evaluative, and critical thinking skills necessary for professional practice and
lifelong learning.
[X] Information Resources are adequate for the program
Visit Two Team Assessment: Information resources and college catalogue are found on the program’s
website: http://www.ud.edu.sa/DU/en/colleges/col_engineering/col_ap/COL_AP_DEPT_ARCH_EN.
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PART I: SECTION 3—REPORTS
I.3.1 Statistical Reports. Programs are required to provide statistical data in support of activities and
policies that support social equity in the professional degree and program as well as other data points that
demonstrate student success and faculty development.


Program student characteristics.
o Number of students enrolled in the substantially equivalent degree program(s).
o Qualifications of students admitted in the fiscal year prior to the upcoming visit compared to
those admitted in the fiscal year prior to the last visit.
o Time to graduation.
 Percentage of matriculating students who complete the substantially equivalent
degree program within the normal time to completion for each academic year since
the previous visit.
 Percentage who complete the substantially equivalent degree program within 150%
of the normal time to completion for each academic year since the previous visit.



Program faculty characteristics
o Number of faculty by rank (e.g., assistant professor, associate professor)
o Number of full-time faculty and part-time faculty
o Number of faculty promoted each year since the last visit
o Number of faculty maintaining licenses in the country of the program each year since the last
visit, and where they are licensed

[X] Statistical reports were provided and provide the appropriate information.
Visit Two Team Assessment: Statistical reports were included in the APR and supplemented during the
visit. Certain NAAB statistical requirements weren’t applicable (e.g., licensure).
I.3.2 Faculty Credentials: The program must demonstrate that the instructional faculty are adequately
prepared to provide an architecture education within the mission, history, and context of the institution.
3

In addition, the program must provide evidence through a faculty exhibit that the faculty, taken as a
whole, reflects the range of knowledge and experience necessary to promote student achievement as
described in Part Two. This exhibit should include highlights of faculty professional development and
achievement since the last substantial equivalency visit.
[X] Faculty credentials were provided and demonstrate the range of knowledge and experience
necessary to promote student achievement.
Visit Two Team Assessment: Faculty credentials are adequate to deliver the curriculum. Slightly under
half of the faculty hold PhDs. Although practice by faculty is not allowed by national mandate; work
presented in the faculty exhibit included scholarly publications (books, research papers) that are
equivalent examples of professional achievement.

3

The faculty exhibit should be set up near or in the team room. To the extent the exhibit is incorporated into the team
room, it should not be presented in a manner that interferes with the team’s ability to view and evaluate student work.
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PART ONE (I): SECTION 4—POLICY REVIEW
The information required in the three sections described above is to be addressed in the APR. In addition,
the program shall provide a number of documents for review by the visiting team. Rather than being
appended to the APR, they are to be provided in the team room during the visit. The list is available in
Appendix 4 of the Conditions for Substantial Equivalency.
[X] The policy documents in the team room did not meet the requirements of Appendix 4
Visit Two Team Assessment: Policy documents were not provided in the team room. The team was told
they exist, but in many cases are not in writing or are possibly in Arabic.
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PART TWO (II): EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES AND CURRICULUM
PART TWO (II): SECTION 1—STUDENT PERFORMANCE—EDUCATIONAL REALMS & STUDENT PERFORMANCE
CRITERIA
The substantially equivalent degree program must demonstrate that each graduate possesses the
knowledge and skills defined by the Student Performance Criteria set out below. The knowledge and
skills are the minimum for meeting the demands of an internship leading to registration for practice.
The school must provide evidence that its graduates have satisfied each criterion through required
coursework. If credits are granted for courses taken at other institutions or online, evidence must be
provided that the courses are comparable to those offered in the substantially equivalent degree program.
4

The criteria encompass two levels of accomplishment :
Understanding—The capacity to classify, compare, summarize, explain and/or interpret information.
Ability—Proficiency in using specific information to accomplish a task, correctly selecting the appropriate
information, and accurately applying it to the solution of a specific problem, while also distinguishing the
effects of its implementation.
The NAAB establishes student performance criteria to help substantially equivalent degree programs
prepare students for the profession while encouraging educational practices suited to the individual
degree program. In addition to assessing whether student performance meets the professional criteria,
the visiting team will assess performance in relation to the school’s stated curricular goals and content.
While the NAAB stipulates the student performance criteria that must be met, it specifies neither the
educational format nor the form of student work that may serve as evidence of having met these criteria.
Programs are encouraged to develop unique learning and teaching strategies, methods, and materials to
satisfy these criteria. The NAAB encourages innovative methods for satisfying the criteria, provided the
school has a formal evaluation process for assessing student achievement of these criteria and
documenting the results.
For the purpose of substantial equivalency, graduating students must demonstrate understanding or
ability as defined below in the Student Performance Criteria (SPC):
II.1.1 Student Performance Criteria: The SPC are organized into realms to more easily understand the
relationships between individual criteria.
GENERAL COMMENTS:
• As presented, areas of the matrix are confusing. Student performance meeting a particular
criterion was found in courses not referenced in the matrix, and SPC were not found in courses
referenced. Generally, courses in the beginning or preparatory years should meet criterion in
Realm A: Critical Thinking and Representation. Professional-year courses are generally found in
Realms B and C.
• Ensure that all English is correctly spelled on drawings and in binders.
• All required course notebooks must also be in English, allowing for a proper assessment by the
visiting team.
• Evidence on all course syllabi topics should be provided in the proper binders.
• A few course binders were not well organized and contained poorly copied evidence, making the
review difficult.

4

See also Taxonomy for Learning, Teaching and Assessing: A Revision of Bloom’s Taxonomy of Educational
Objectives. L. W. Anderson and D. R. Krathwold, eds. (New York: Longman, 2001).
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Realm A: Critical Thinking and Representation:
Architects must have the ability to build abstract relationships and understand the impact of ideas based
on research and analysis of multiple theoretical, social, political, economic, cultural and environmental
contexts. This ability includes facility with the wider range of media used to think about architecture
including writing, investigative skills, speaking, drawing and model making. Students’ learning aspirations
include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Being broadly educated.
Valuing lifelong inquisitiveness.
Communicating graphically in a range of media.
Recognizing the assessment of evidence.
Comprehending people, place, and context.
Recognizing the disparate needs of client, community, and society.

A.1.

Communication Skills: Ability to read, write, speak and listen effectively.

[X] Met
[ ] Not Yet Met
[ ] Not Met
Visit Two Team Assessment: Evidence of this criterion was found in the drawings of the Psychiatric
Hospital in studio course Design II, Arch 122 and final exams in the notebook for Arch 511’s Research
& Programming. Further, in discussions with students, they are not shy and are good listeners.
A.2.

Design Thinking Skills: Ability to raise clear and precise questions, use abstract
ideas to interpret information, consider diverse points of view, reach well-reasoned
conclusions, and test alternative outcomes against relevant criteria and standards.

[X] Met
[ ] Not Yet Met
[ ] Not Met
Visit Two Team Assessment: Evidence of satisfaction of this criterion was found in design drawings
and written text for the Al-Kobar Business Park project; studio course Arch 501. Although this criterion
is deemed Met, the team noted that color palettes used in mid- to upper-level projects are not
consistent with “architectural” palettes. While the colors shown may be popular in the local vernacular,
a duty of the architect is to lead by design example. Many promising designs are spoiled by poor color
choices.
A.3.

Visual Communication Skills: Ability to use appropriate representational media,
such as traditional graphic and digital technology skills, to convey essential formal
elements at each stage of the programming and design process.

[X] Met
[ ] Not Yet Met
[ ] Not Met
Visit Two Team Assessment: Evidence was observed in orthographic drawings of the Villa Project
for Design II, course Arch 122 and assignments, term papers, and projects of course Arch 351:
Computer Modeling.
A.4.

Technical Documentation: Ability to make technically clear drawings, write outline
specifications, and prepare models illustrating and identifying the assembly of
materials, systems, and components appropriate for a building design.
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[ ] Met
[ ] Not Yet Met
[X] Not Met
Visit Two Team Assessment: Technical documentation was generally weak and somewhat
superficial. A broad understanding of technical drawing principles was not seen. In addition,
craftsmanship of hand-built models must improve. The decision to require models is the program’s;
however, if required, the quality should meet care and craft standards of the profession.
A.5.

Investigative Skills: Ability to gather, assess, record, apply, and comparatively
evaluate relevant information within architectural coursework and design
processes.

[X] Met
[ ] Not Yet Met
[ ] Not Met
Visit Two Team Assessment: Evidence of this criterion was found in the group studies analysis for
the Incremental Housing project in Design VII, Arch 401, and the notebook for Arch 511 Research &
Programming.
A.6.

Fundamental Design Skills: Ability to effectively use basic architectural and
environmental principles in design.

[X] Met
[ ] Not Yet Met
[ ] Not Met
Visit Two Team Assessment: Evidence of student ability was found in the design drawings of Design
IV, course Arch 202 and Design VII, course Arch 302.
A.7.

Use of Precedents: Ability to examine and comprehend the fundamental principles
present in relevant precedents and to make choices regarding the incorporation of
such principles into architecture and urban design projects.

[X] Met
[ ] Not Yet Met
[ ] Not Met
Visit Two Team Assessment: Evidence of the use of precedents was found in the students’ report to
Qatar, the Weil Cornell Medical School projects, and site study diagrams in course Design VIII, Arch
402. Evidence was also found in assignments 1-3 in course Arch 332, History and Theory II.
A.8.

Ordering Systems Skills: Understanding of the fundamentals of both natural and
formal ordering systems and the capacity of each to inform two- and threedimensional design.

[X] Met
[ ] Not Yet Met
[ ] Not Met
Visit Two Team Assessment: Evidence of understanding of this criterion was found in abstract
design drawings, exercises, case studies, and models of courses Design I, 121 and Design V, 301.
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A.9.

Historical Traditions and Global Culture: Understanding of parallel and divergent
canons and traditions of architecture, landscape and urban design including
examples of indigenous, vernacular, local, regional, national settings from the
Eastern, Western, Northern, and Southern hemispheres in terms of their climatic,
ecological, technological, socioeconomic, public health, and cultural factors.

[X] Met
[ ] Not Yet Met
[ ] Not Met
Visit Two Team Assessment: Evidence of understanding was found in the assignments, term
papers, and exams in course Arch 231, Environmental Design I and Arch 421, History and Theory of
Architecture III.
A.10.

Cultural Diversity: Understanding of the diverse needs, values, behavioral norms,
physical abilities, and social and spatial patterns that characterize different
cultures and individuals and the implication of this diversity on the societal roles
and responsibilities of architects.

[ ] Met
[ ] Not Yet Met
[X] Not Met
Visit Two Team Assessment: Cultural diversity was seen within the faculty and student body;
however, no evidence was found as a curriculum component.
A.11.

Applied Research: Understanding the role of applied research in determining
function, form, and systems and their impact on human conditions and behavior.

[X] Met
[ ] Not Yet Met
[ ] Not Met
Visit Two Team Assessment: Evidence of student understanding is found in completed assignments
and term papers in Arch 511 Research & Programming.

Realm A. General Team Commentary: Realm A covers critical thinking and representation. The
understanding and ability levels represented in the work presented are at a minimum level of
accomplishment. This is observed in the range of work presented including writing, investigative skills,
speaking, drawing, and model making. Further, often design concepts are not advanced beyond an
elementary level. Evidence in this realm is typically seen in entry-level, not upper-level design courses.
Realm B: Integrated Building Practices, Technical Skills and Knowledge: Architects are called upon
to comprehend the technical aspects of design, systems and materials, and be able to apply that
comprehension to their services. Additionally they must appreciate their role in the implementation of
design decisions, and their impact of such decisions on the environment. Students learning aspirations
include:
•
•
•
•
•

Creating building designs with well-integrated systems.
Comprehending constructability.
Incorporating life safety systems.
Integrating accessibility.
Applying principles of sustainable design.
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B.1.

Pre-Design: Ability to prepare a comprehensive program for an architectural
project, such as preparing an assessment of client and user needs, an inventory of
space and equipment requirements, an analysis of site conditions (including
existing buildings), a review of the relevant laws and standards and assessment of
their implications for the project, and a definition of site selection and design
assessment criteria.

[X] Met
[ ] Not Yet Met
[ ] Not Met
Visit Two Team Assessment: Evidence was seen in course Arch 502, Design X in developed design
drawings indicating climatic studies, site analyses, case studies, space programming, fenestration
analyses, and overall master planning.
B.2.

Accessibility: Ability to design sites, facilities, and systems to provide independent
and integrated use by individuals with physical (including mobility), sensory, and
cognitive disabilities.

[ ] Met
[ ] Not Yet Met
[X] Not Met
Visit Two Team Assessment: Principles of accessibility were only seen on a superficial level in the
projects reviewed.
B.3.

Sustainability: Ability to design projects that optimize, conserve, or reuse natural
and built resources, provide healthful environments for occupants/users, and
reduce the environmental impacts of building construction and operations on future
generations through means such as carbon-neutral design, bioclimatic design, and
energy efficiency.

[X] Met
[ ] Not Yet Met
[ ] Not Met
Visit Two Team Assessment: Evidence of student ability in application of sustainability principles
was found in student assignments, term papers, and exams in Arch 521 Contemporary Issues in
Architecture.
B.4.

Site Design: Ability to respond to site characteristics such as soil, topography,
vegetation, and watershed in the development of a project design.

[ ] Met
[ ] Not Yet Met
[X] Not Met
Visit Two Team Assessment: Student work reviewed did not indicate a range of abilities designing
buildings responsive to traditional or challenging site conditions (legal, topographic, subsurface, utility).
B.5.

Life Safety: Ability to apply the basic principles of life-safety systems with an
emphasis on egress.

[ ] Met
[ ] Not Yet Met
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[X] Not Met
Visit Two Team Assessment: Student work must clearly reflect a basic understanding of life safety
concepts. (fire separation, floor/shaft penetrations, exit locations, exit widths, etc.). None of these
concepts was readily apparent in student work reviewed.
B.6.

Comprehensive Design: Ability to produce a comprehensive architectural project
that demonstrates each student’s capacity to make design decisions across scales
while integrating the following SPC:

A.2. Design Thinking Skills

B.2. Accessibility

A.4. Technical Documentation

B.3. Sustainability

A.5. Investigative Skills

B.4. Site Design

A.8. Ordering Systems
A.9. Historical Traditions and
Global Culture

B.7. Environmental Systems
B.9.Structural Systems

B.5. Life Safety
[ ] Met
[ ] Not Yet Met
[X] Not Met
Visit Two Team Assessment: Students must be able to synthesize critical performance criteria in a
single event, project, course or similar assignment at the ability level. No student work observed
demonstrated this ability.
B.7

Financial Considerations: Understanding of the fundamentals of building costs,
such as acquisition costs, project financing and funding, financial feasibility,
operational costs, and construction estimating with an emphasis on life-cycle cost
accounting.

[ ] Met
[ ] Not Yet Met
[X] Not Met
Visit Two Team Assessment: Financial analysis information viewed was weak and inconsistent.
B.8.

Environmental Systems: Understanding the principles of environmental systems’
design such as embodied energy, active and passive heating and cooling, indoor air
quality, solar orientation, daylighting and artificial illumination, and acoustics;
including the use of appropriate performance assessment tools.

[ ] Met
[ ] Not Yet Met
[X] Not Met
Visit Two Team Assessment: Projects reviewed lacked complete, relevant environmental system
selections or layouts.
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B.9.

Structural Systems: Understanding of the basic principles of structural behavior in
withstanding gravity and lateral forces and the evolution, range, and appropriate
application of contemporary structural systems.

[X] Met
[ ] Not Yet Met
[ ] Not Met
Visit Two Team Assessment: Evidence of meeting this criterion was seen in exams, term papers,
assignments, student PowerPoint presentations, and site visits delivered through Arch 211 Concepts
of Structure, Arch 341 Structure I, and Arch 342 Structure II.
B.10.

Building Envelope Systems: Understanding of the basic principles involved in the
appropriate application of building envelope systems and associated assemblies
relative to fundamental performance, aesthetics, moisture transfer, durability, and
energy and material resources.

[X] Met
[ ] Not Yet Met
[ ] Not Met
Visit Two Team Assessment: Evidence an of understanding of this criterion was found in exams and
assignments in Arch 222 Environmental Control Systems and Arch 321 Construction Systems and
Assemblage.
B.11.

Building Service Systems Integration: Understanding of the basic principles and
appropriate application and performance of building service systems such as
plumbing, electrical, vertical transportation, security, and fire protection systems

[ ] Met
[ ] Not Yet Met
[X] Not Met
Visit Two Team Assessment: Building service systems were not apparent on projects reviewed;
therefore there was no evidence of their integration into the designs.
B.12.

Building Materials and Assemblies Integration: Understanding of the basic
principles utilized in the appropriate selection of construction materials, products,
components, and assemblies, based on their inherent characteristics and
performance, including their environmental impact and reuse.

[ ] Met
[ ] Not Yet Met
[X] Not Met
Visit Two Team Assessment: Wall sections/material selections and building skin relationships were
not apparent in building design projects.

Realm B. General Team Commentary: Evidence reviewed for the following SPCs: integrated building
practice, technical skills and knowledge does not meet the minimum requirements. An understanding of
technical aspects of design, sustainability, life safety, building systems and materials is expected and
wasn’t evident in the projects reviewed.
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Realm C: Leadership and Practice:
Architects need to manage, advocate, and act legally, ethically and critically for the good of the client,
society and the public. This includes collaboration, business, and leadership skills. Student learning
aspirations include:
•
•
•
•
•

Knowing societal and professional responsibilities
Comprehending the business of building.
Collaborating and negotiating with clients and consultants in the design process.
Discerning the diverse roles of architects and those in related disciplines.
Integrating community service into the practice of architecture.

C.1.

Collaboration: Ability to work in collaboration with others and in multi-disciplinary
teams to successfully complete design projects.

[X] Met
[ ] Not Yet Met
[ ] Not Met
Visit Two Team Assessment: Evidence of ability is found in the criterion in the student group reports,
SWOT analysis and a PowerPoint presentation of Arch 402 Design VIII.
C.2.

Human Behavior: Understanding of the relationship between human behavior, the
natural environment and the design of the built environment.

[X] Met
[ ] Not Yet Met
[ ] Not Met
Visit Two Team Assessment: Evidence of understanding is found in the criterion in the predesign
analysis of the housing project for Arch 201 and the predesign analysis and final exam for the housing
settlement for Arc 411 Housing and Settlement.
C.3

Client Role in Architecture: Understanding of the responsibility of the architect to
elicit, understand, and reconcile the needs of the client, owner, user groups, and
the public and community domains.

[ ] Met
[ ] Not Yet Met
[X] Not Met
Visit Two Team Assessment: Although client relationships in Saudi Arabia are not the same as those
in the West, they remain a critical link in the design process. Evidence wasn’t observed representing
an understanding of this criterion.

C.4.

Project Management: Understanding of the methods for competing for
commissions, selecting consultants and assembling teams, and recommending
project delivery methods

[X] Met
[ ] Not Yet Met
[ ] Not Met
Visit Two Team Assessment: Evidence of understanding of the criterion is found in the quizzes, final
exam and projects for Arch 442 Project Management.
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C.5.

Practice Management: Understanding of the basic principles of architectural
practice management such as financial management and business planning, time
management, risk management, mediation and arbitration, and recognizing trends
that affect practice.

[ ] Met
[ ] Not Yet Met
[X] Not Met
Visit Two Team Assessment: Evidence of roles in the management of a Saudi architect’s practice
was not found; this understanding is essential.
C.6.

Leadership: Understanding of the techniques and skills architects use to work
collaboratively in the building design and construction process and on
environmental, social, and aesthetic issues in their communities.

[ ] Met
[ ] Not Yet Met
[X] Not Met
Visit Two Team Assessment: An understanding of leadership skills was not apparent in evidence
observed.

C.7.

Legal Responsibilities: Understanding of the architect’s responsibility to the public
and the client as determined by registration law, building codes and regulations,
professional service contracts, zoning and subdivision ordinances, environmental
regulation, and historic preservation and accessibility laws.

[X] Met
[ ] Not Yet Met
[ ] Not Met
Visit Two Team Assessment: The Saudi professional design credential is the university degree,
which leads to uncertain obligations regarding professional roles, responsibilities, and duties postgraduation. Students are made aware of traditional contractual relationships in Arch 442.
Regulatory and accessibility laws and requirements are covered in Arch 431.
C.8.

Ethics and Professional Judgment: Understanding of the ethical issues involved in
the formation of professional judgment regarding social, political and cultural
issues, and responsibility in architectural design and practice.

[ ] Met
[ ] Not Yet Met
[X] Not Met
Visit Two Team Assessment: Evidence presented did not adequately convey an understanding of
ethics and professional judgment.
C.9.

Community and Social Responsibility: Understanding of the architect’s
responsibility to work in the public interest, to respect historic resources, and to
improve the quality of life for local and global neighbors.

[X] Met
[ ] Not Yet Met
[ ] Not Met
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Visit Two Team Assessment: Evidence was found in course Arch 502, project Design X.
Realm C. General Team Commentary: Learning objectives in NAAB’s Leadership and Practice Realm
are modeled to cover production and delivery of architecture in the U.S. society and regulated by
licensure bodies, professional organizations, and governmental agencies. In Saudi Arabia, neither
architects nor engineers are credentialed, nor do architects have a separately recognized professional
organization. Architecture is viewed as a subset of engineering skill and frequently viewed as a trade.
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PART TWO (II): SECTION 2—CURRICULAR FRAMEWORK
II.2.1 National Authorization: The institution offering the substantially equivalent degree program must
be or be part of an institution that has been duly authorized to offer higher education in the country in
which it is located. Such authorization may come from a federal ministry or other type of agency.
[X] Met
[ ] Not Met
Visit Two Team Assessment: Evidence of the NCAAA (National Commission for Academic
Accreditation and Assessment) accreditation was affirmed in discussions with the Rector and Vice Rector.
The report was in Arabic.
II.2.2 Professional Degrees and Curriculum: For substantial equivalency, the NAAB requires degree
programs in architecture to demonstrate that the program is comparable in all significant aspects to a
program offered by a U.S. institution. This includes a curricular requirement that substantially equivalent
degree programs must include general studies, professional studies, and electives.
Curricular requirements are defined as follows:
• General Studies. A professional degree program must include general studies in the arts, humanities,
and sciences, either as an admission requirement or as part of the curriculum. It must ensure that
students have the prerequisite general studies to undertake professional studies. The curriculum
leading to the architecture degree must include a course of study comparable to 1.5 years of study or
30% of the total number of credits for an undergraduate degree. These courses must be outside
architectural studies either as general studies or as electives with content other than architecture.
This requirement must be met at the university or tertiary school level. Post-secondary education
cannot be used to meet this requirement. At least 20% of the credits in the professional architecture
degree must be outside architectural studies either as general studies or as electives with other than
architectural content.
• Professional Studies. The core of a professional degree program consists of the required courses
that satisfy the NAAB Student Performance Criteria (SPC). The professional degree program has the
discretion to require additional courses including electives to address its mission or institutional
context.
• Electives. A professional degree program must allow students to pursue their special interests. The
curriculum must be flexible enough to allow students to complete minors or develop areas of
concentration, inside or outside the program.

[X] Met
[ ] Not Met
Visit Two Team Assessment: The architecture curriculum of the University of Dammam is delivered in
three segments: the first year is the preparatory program covering general studies (33 credits); the
second is a joint program covering common basic design subjects (33 credits); the third through fifth
years cover professional subjects (103 credits). Electives are available during the fourth and fifth years
(12 credits). Curriculum balance by percentage is general studies 24%, professional studies 69%, and
electives 7%. The curriculum appears reasonably balanced.

II.2.3 Curriculum Review and Development
The program must describe the process by which the curriculum for the substantially equivalent degree
program is evaluated and how modifications (e.g., changes or additions) are identified, developed,

24

approved, and implemented. Further, the NAAB expects that programs are evaluating curricula with a
view toward the advancement of the discipline and toward ensuring that students are exposed to current
issues in practice. Therefore, the program must demonstrate that architects authorized to practice in the
country where the program is located are included in the curriculum review and development process.
[X] Met
[ ] Not Met
Visit Two Team Assessment: A University of Dammam internal Accreditation Committee monitors
curriculum content and efficacy in relation to strategic academic objectives and accreditation agency
protocols (NAAB and NCAAA [National Commission for Academic Accreditation and Assessment]). The
university’s Consultation Center is an important player in curriculum review; it also includes practicing
professionals in the area/region. Major curriculum changes must receive university approval to be
implemented. The team found the curriculum review process adequate.
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PART TWO (II): SECTION 3—EVALUATION OF PREPARATORY/PREPROFESSIONAL EDUCATION
Because of the expectation that all graduates meet the SPC (see Part Two, Section 1, above), the
program must demonstrate that it is thorough in the evaluation of the preparatory education of individuals
admitted to the NAAB substantially equivalent degree program.
In the event a program relies on the preparatory educational experience to ensure that students have met
certain SPC, the program must demonstrate it has established standards for ensuring these SPC are met
and for determining whether any gaps exist. Likewise, the program must demonstrate it has determined
how any gaps will be addressed during each student’s progress through the substantially equivalent
degree program. This assessment should be documented in a student’s admission and advising files.
[X] Met
[ ] Not Met
Visit Two Team Assessment: Students entering the program have little background in visual arts;
accordingly, the program carefully reviews incoming students’ academic records, then requires rigorous
“catch-up” design courses for the first two academic years, leading to a third year threshold admission
review to the upper years. All NAAB SPC are met within the U. Dammam curriculum; therefore,
evaluations are made at the admissions level.
PART TWO (II): SECTION 4—PUBLIC INFORMATION
II.4.1 Statement on Substantially Equivalent Degrees
In order to promote an understanding of the substantially equivalent professional degree by prospective
students, parents, and the public, all schools offering a substantially equivalent degree program or any
candidacy program must include in catalogs and promotional media the exact language found in the
NAAB Conditions for Substantial Equivalency, Appendix 6.
[ ] Met
[X] Not Yet Met
Visit Two Team Assessment: NAAB’s statement was found on the department’s web page at
www.ud.edu.sa/DU/en/colleges/col_engineering/col_ap/DEPT_ARCH_ACCREDIT_EN. Appropriate
language will be posted if SE status is granted.

II.4.2 Access to NAAB Conditions and Procedures
In order to assist parents, students, and others as they seek to develop an understanding of the body of
knowledge and skills that constitute a professional education in architecture, the school must make the
following documents available to all students, parents, and faculty:
The 2012 NAAB Conditions for Substantial Equivalency
The NAAB Procedures for Substantial Equivalency (edition currently in effect)
[X] Met
[ ] Not Met
Visit Two Team Assessment: Access to NAAB’s SE Conditions and Procedures was found on the
Department’s web page:
www.ud.edu.sa/DU/en/colleges/col_engineering/col_ap/DEPT_ARCH_ACCREDIT_EN.

II.4.3 Access to Career Development Information
In order to assist students, parents, and others as they seek to develop an understanding of the larger
context for architecture education and the career pathways available to graduates of substantially
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equivalent degree programs, the program must make appropriate resources related to a career in
architecture available to all students, parents, staff, and faculty.
[X] Met
[ ] Not Met
Visit Two Team Assessment: The program informs students of career options and pathways through
personal counseling by architecture faculty. Appropriate resources are delivered through this process.
II.4.4 Public Access to APRs and VTRs
In order to promote transparency in the process of substantial equivalency in architecture education, the
program is required to make the following documents available to the public:
The final decision letter from the NAAB
The most recent APR
The final edition of the most recent Visiting Team Report, including attachments and addenda
These documents must be housed together and accessible to all. Programs are encouraged to make
these documents available electronically from their web sites.

[ ] Met
[X] Not Yet Met
Visit Two Team Assessment: All of the documents related to the substantial equivalency process
(NAAB Conditions and Procedures, SE application, report from visit one, NAAB decision letter after visit
one, APR for visit two, and notice of the team and dates for visit two) have been posted on the
Department of Architecture’s web site at
www.ud.edu.sa/DU/en/colleges/col_engineering/col_ap/DEPT_ARCH_ACCREDIT_EN. Visit three has
not yet occurred; therefore, there are no final NAAB results/reports to post.
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III.

Appendices

Appendix 1. Program Information
A.

History and Mission of the Institution and the Program
University of Dammam, APR, page 1

B.

Long-Range Planning
University of Dammam, APR, page 18

C.

Self-Assessment
University of Dammam, APR, page 20
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Appendix 2. Conditions Met with Distinction
I.2.3 Physical Resources
l.3.3 Faculty Credentials
B.9 Structural Systems
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Appendix 3. Visiting Team
Team chair
Marzette Fisher
ArchitectureWorks, LLC
PO Box 130991
Birmingham, AL 35213-0991
(205) 515-4882
marzettefisher@gmail.com

Team member
Curtis J. Sartor, PhD, NOMA, Assoc. AIA
Dean and Professor
Judson University
1151 North State Street
Elgin, IL 60123-1498
(847) 628-1017
(847) 695-3353 fax
csartor@judsonu.edu
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