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PATENT CERTIFICATE

The college of Dentistry wishes to
congratulate Prof. Emad Al-Shwaimi,
Department of Restorative Dental Sciences,
and the other member of the research
team; Drs Abdulmajeed and Aiman Ali
for obtaining a patent certificate from the
Office of Invention and Trademarks in the
United States of America.
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FACULTY PROMOTION

Congratulations Dr. Haidar Al-Alawi, Department of Substitutive Dental Sciences (SDS) and Dr. Faisal
Al-Jofi from the Department of Preventive Dental Sciences (PDS) for their promotion as Assistant
Professor.

IADR WORKSHOP

Faculty members from the college gave an Interactive workshop on “How to Conduct a Systematic
Review?” They are Dr. Mishali Sharif and Dr. Maria Ibrahim, Assistant Professors from Preventive
Dental Sciences Department and Dr. Abdullah Al-Madani, Clinical Resident at the Dental Hospital.
It is the first conference organized by the Saudi division of the International Organization for Dental
Research.
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“THE Q & A SESSION”

TOP 2% OF SCIENTISTS RANKING 2020 PROF. KHALID
ALMAS, DEC 3, 2020- QUESTION & ANSWER
Q 1- Congratulations on being ranked among the Top 2%
world scientists per the Stanford University publication.
Please tell us more about the Stanford University researcher
ranking.
Prof. Almas: The Stanford University report on the top 2% of
world scientists has been established on rigorous criteria which
incorporated more than forty variables to arrive at decisions about
individual scientists’ contributions. These variables were used to
assess scientific contributions in a career-based category and in a
2019 productivity category. The complete data can be assessed
through the online link provided by the authors of the report S6 (career based) and S7 (2019 productivity). Files
of the data sheets can be searched for both categories. Self-citation and no to minimal self-citations were also
considered in the ranking process. As the assessment criteria have been established, future periodic updates will
thus also be made available. According to the report by Ioannidis et al., (2020), there has been great interest
in the databases of standardized citation metrics concerning all scientists and scientific disciplines, and many
scientists were urged to provide updates of the databases. Accordingly, they assessed updated analyses that used
citations from Scopus with a data freeze up to May 6, 2020, whereby scientists were assessed for their careerlong citation impact up to the end of 2019 (Table-S6-career-2019) and for their citation impact during the single
calendar year 2019 (Table-S7-singleyr-2019). Updated databases and codes are freely available in Mendeley
(https://dx.doi.org/10.17632/btchxktzyw). The original database (version 1) can also be found at https://data.
mendeley.com/datasets/btchxktzyw/1, the updated (version 2) can also be found at https://data.mendeley.com/
datasets/btchxktzyw/2, and any subsequent updates that might appear in future will be generally accessible at
https://dx.doi.org/10.17632/btchxktzyw.
Q 2- What significance does this great accomplishment have on yourself and on the College of
Dentistry?
Prof. Almas: I am humbled and honored by the recognition from a robust international professional entity. In
terms of this accomplishment’s significance for myself, I would say the following: First and foremost, it is Allah’s
mercy and blessings to receive such recognition. Secondly, it is a testament to my family’s support including
my late parents and siblings in Pakistan who have supported my education in my early years and my wife who
has stood by me since the beginning, and who has sacrificed her time and energies which have allowed me to
continue to publish. Thirdly, this is significant because it reflects my gratitude to all my teachers and mentors
throughout my life who have uplifted, encouraged, and taught me, these aspects remaining priceless to me.
Finally, for me personally, this achievement reflects my passion and the satisfaction it gives me in my chosen
profession of dentistry and academia. It is a shining and encouraging light in my ongoing quest to contribute
to society and to serve humanity, and for this I am humbly grateful. I am thankful for the sponsorship from my
brothers for my studies abroad, which helped me to maintain my freedom in Science. It reflects almost three
decades of scientific contribution to the public domain databases. It takes me back in time, for the triggered
points of my academic journey, the unconditional support of my late parents, kins, teachers, students, patients,
colleagues and international collaborators, and lastly but not least, my children and especially my wife’s unwavering
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perseverance and love. The family’s sacrifices of family time and understanding was always reciprocated by
their support, encouragement, and smiles.
Effect of the IAU College of Dentistry
In terms of the importance of this accomplishment for the College of dentistry, this is a reflection of all the
support and encouragement that I have received at the Imam Abdulrahman Bin Faisal University, College of
Dentistry, Dammam. I hope that it is an encouragement for future researchers and dentists alike and that
others from this university will go even further In Sha’ Allah. My research journey at IAU College of Dentistry
started with the “Best Researcher Award” in 2015. It provided me with a perpetual stimulus at the new
workplace. The importance of workplace location does play a role in the recognition of your work, but it is the
content which matters most and its relevance to contemporary interest. IAU CoD being part of the university,
will also share the national, regional, and international recognition, having any faculty acknowledged at the
International level ranking. The recognition is also in line with the vision and mission of the University and the
College. The effect may be a motivational incentive to uninitiated and initiated researchers to have first-hand
communication, and unhindered guidance, if desired.
Q 3- As a researcher role model for many junior researchers in the college, what is your advice to
junior researchers to become among the world›s top scientists?
Prof. Almas: My advice to future scientists is to first and foremost know that honor and recognition comes
only from Allah’s mercy and hard work. Secondly, my advice is to be sincere to your profession. To persevere
with good intentions. To continue to publish with excellence and to apply that principle in whatever one does
in life. To always respect one’s parents and teachers, as it always takes a village to raise a child. To give credit
where credit is due, one must always try to uplift others along the way. Research is not about competition but
about collaboration and inclusion. In short, faith, sincerity, persistence, perseverance, excellence, gratitude,
and collaboration include my humble advice to future researchers. May you go far in your chosen fields and
flourish. Advice to future /Junior researchers (Pearls of Wisdom):
1. Avoid self-citations or minimize it, use wisely, wherever and whenever it is deemed necessary.
2. Publish and flourish. Keep on publishing your work of contemporary interest.
3. Do not only focus on promotion-oriented publications.
4. High impact factor journals are not necessarily always the major source of citation of your work,
citations come from the contents and outcomes of your research from any indexed specialty,
subspeciality or allied sciences journals.
5. Avoid predator journals, unknown “sporadic, quick pay quick publication” journals.
6. Collaborate in research, be inclusive of your colleagues at work and abroad of mutual interest, hold
your individualism, diversify your work in specialty and allied subjects.
7. Do not rush, plan your project well, think twice, before you start your work.
8. Look for the knowledge gap, familiarize yourself with the gap, do research for life, not only for the
sake of research.
9. Do not stress yourself on the sequence of authorship, give due credit to your collaborators, colleagues,
share with your co-workers.
10. “Go beyond the call of duty”. Time is never enough anywhere, so find the time required for research,
out of your daily, weekly, monthly, or annual commitments.
I can envisage a bright future for young researchers at the IAU College of Dentistry, as evidenced by the
level of commitment, support and conviction for research from competent decision makers and a conducive
environment to nurture the culture of Science in this part of the World.
Reference:
Ioannidis JPA, Boyack KW, Baas J (2020). Updated science-wide author databases of standardized citation indicators. PLoS Biol 18(10): e3000918. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.
pbio.3000918. Department of Medicine, Stanford University, Stanford, California, United States of America.
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RECOGNIZED STAFF FOR MONTH OF NOVEMBER

The College of Dentistry- Dental Hospital
recognizes the hardwork of all the dental support
staff. This is to recognize employees who have
served IAU- COD DH in an exceptional manner by
exemplifying outstanding service through his or
her work and exhibiting a positive and supportive
attitude. Keep doing a great job.

DEAN’S HONORARY LIST

Congratulations for being selected in the
Honorary List
•
•
•
•
•
•

Dr. Abdulrahman Saif Alqahtani
Dr. Leenah Mohammed Alsulaimi
Dr. Rahaf Fahad Alghamdi
Dr. Hind Waleed AlBilali
Dr. Hala Alibrahim
Dr. Mohammad Ali Alasmari

Dean’s

GENERAL CULTURAL
COMPETITION

Congratulations for winning in the general cultural
competition:
• Hadi Al Abbas
• Muhammad Al-Nasser
• Montazer Al-Ahmad
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SSP SCIENTIFIC POSTER EXHIBITION
AlAnoud AlBarrak, 6th Year and
Hend AlShammary, 5th year
participated in the Scientific Poster
Exhibition at the Saudi International
Periodontics Conference 2020.

STUDENT COUNCIL MEETING

The Student Council held a meeting
in the presence of the Dean of the
College of Dentistry, Dr. Jehan AlHumaid and the Vice Deans of the
College, Dr. Muhanad AlHareky,
Dr. Faisal AlOnaizan and Dr.
Maram AlGhamdi to listen to the
students’ development proposals in
the college.
Many thanks and appreciation to
the members of the Student Council
for their continuous efforts towards
college development and future
plans.
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COMMUNITY SERVICE ACTIVITIES

The community Service Unit in cooperation with the School Health Affairs Department at the General
Administration of Education in the Eastern Province conducted an Oral Health Awareness in various schools
in the Eastern Province, where 78 children were educated in the 2 consecutive community activities. They
also conducted an oral health awareness at Smart Kids nursery, where examination and education on the
oral and dental health of children were conducted. Another community service activity at Shumu Al Amal
Center and Candles of hope with the help of Director of the Candles of Hope Center, Dr. Othman AlAyed and Assistant and Director of Human Resources Prof. Adel Al-Maliki. A three days campaign was
held at Guatha Tourist Park, AlHassa examining and educating children and adult about oral and dental
health. Many thanks and appreciation to all the volunteer doctors, students and staff.
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PRISON CAMPAIGN

In cooperation with the General Directorate of Prisons in the Eastern Region, the College conducted a
campaign, in its eighth year in all prisons in the governorates of the Eastern Region for the detection and
education of oral and dental health, with the participation of more than 150 volunteers. The beneficiaries
are:
• Dammam Central Prison for men and women
• Jubail Governorate prison
• Khobar governorate prison with Vice Dean for Studies, Development and Community Service Dr.
Suliman Shahin and faculty members
• Hafar Al-Batin governorate prison, in cooperation with the preventive dental team at the Ministry of
Health in Hafr Al-Batin
• The seventh and last day of a campaign was in Qatif Prison
The campaign was also featured in AlRiyadh and Alyaum newspaper, here is the link to view: https://
alriyadh.com/1865026 and https://www.alyaum.com/a/6301285
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AUTISM CAMPAIGN

The College of Dentistry in cooperation with the Autism Families Association conducted a two days awareness
and education campaign about oral and dental health, in the presence of the Dean of the College, Dr.
Jehan Al-Humaid, and members of the faculty. Many thanks to all the volunteers and participants in the
campaign.

SANABEL AL HASAD AWARD
Students Ahmed Al-Issa and Jumana Al-Aqeel,
both from the sixth year, obtained the highest
record in the number of volunteer hours from
the category of male and female students at the
Sanabel Al-Hasad ceremony organized by the
Deanship of Community Service and Sustainable
Development,
For members of the administrative body at the
dental hospital:
1. Mohammed Al Yahyai
2. Muhammad Al Muzaini and
3. Muhammad Al-Eid
They obtained the highest number of hours in social
responsibility at the Sanabel Al-Hasad ceremony
organized by the Deanship of Community Service
and Sustainable Development.
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COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARDS
The College of Dentistry recognizes all
the college volunteers, those who always
serve their community with sincerity and
dedication.You were and still are the most
important contributors to the faculty’s
excellence in community service.
1. Award for the best faculty member
in community service at a college for
the academic year 2019-2020 – Dr.
Faraz Kasti.
2. Award for the best administrative
employee in community service at a
college 2019-2020 – Mr. Saad
AlRayhan.
3. Award for the best student in
community service at a college 20192020 – Dr. Waddah AlAbdali with
678 volunteer hours.
4. Award for the best student in
community service at a college
2019-2020 - Dr. Rahaf Al-Ghamdi
with 531 volunteer hours.

AWARD FOR HIGHEST VOLUNTEER HOURS

College is very proud of its
students and interns who won
an initiative award for having
the highest number of volunteer
hours registered in in community
service activities in the University.
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CONTINUING EDUCATION LECTURES & WORKSHOPS

Steven Morgano Lecture
An interactive lecture in a series of developmental lectures for graduate studies programs in the college titled
“Complete Mouth Rehabilitation with Fixed Prosthodontics” presented by Dr. Steven Morgano, Head
of the Department of Restorative Dental at Rutgers University, USA.
Dr. Ali Syed Lecture
“Imaging Applications for the Dental Patient: Current Best Practice, Challenges, and Future
Direction” an online lecture presented by Dr. Ali Syed, Assistant Professor in the Department of Oral &
Maxillofacial Medicine and Diagnostic Sciences at the Case Western Reserve University, School of Dental
Medicine, Cleaveland, OH, USA.
Research Seminar
Research seminar presented by Dr. Haidar Alawi, Asistant Professor SDS and Dr. Amal Asiri, Assistant
Professor DED, in collaboration with the VDPG&SR.
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ALUMNUS OF THE MONTH: DR. FAISAL ALSAFRAN

Dr. Faisal graduated Bachelor of Dental Surgery in 2010 at the IAU - College of Dentistry. Currently he
is an Acting Consultant, Pediatric and SHCN dentist, program director of Pediatric Dentistry residency
program in King Fahad Specialist Hospital - Dammam. Dr. Faisal had an Advance training in Pediatric
dentistry for international dentists, University of Maryland, USA. He is also a Saudi Borad in Pediatric
Dentistry.
His viewpoint:
• Contemporary fields of dentistry are directed toward prevention and less invasive dentistry.
• The 2030 vision of Saudi Arabia focused toward prevention in all the healthcare sector.
• Start to think about how you add a valuable role in the future vision of Saudi Arabia in healthcare
services.
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