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ABSTRACT 4 ;doui] 4 asche

THE SIMPLIFYING-INTEGRATING APPROACH TO DEAL WITH
CONTEMPORARY DESIGN, PLANNING AND URBAN
DEVELOPMENT PROBLEMS

Mahmoud Ahmed Abdellatif

Professor of Urban and Regional Planning and Advisor for the University of
Dammam Vice President for Studies, Development and Community Services,
Dammam, Saudi Arabia.
mlatif@uod.edu.sa

The “Simplifying-Integrating” Approach (S-I) proposed in this book
consists of four propositions (stages): (1) the “Simplification” Stage: by clas-
sifying the General Design/Development Situation (GDS) into smaller and
smaller subdivisions until we reach the level of Independent Design Problems
(IDPs) at the tree roots of the GDS; (2) the “Understanding” Stage: by apply-
ing the “Components Analysis” technique to each IDPs, where each problem
is categorized into its four basic development components (needs, problems,
possibilities, goals); (3) the “Integration” Stage: which starts with generating
suitable alternative solutions for every IDP (at the root level), then compare
and select the most suitable alternative for each root separately and then inte-
grate the various partial solutions of all IDPs to produce the integrated overall
solution for the GDS; and (4) the “Compatibility” Stage: which aims to test the
alignment between the final output of the design/development process and its
initial input (the design/development goals for each IDP).

The book consists of ten chapters. Chapter I provides simple descrip-
tions and meanings for the most important concepts and terminologies in the
fields of Architecture, Urban and Regional Planning and Development. Chapter
IT describes the Simplifying-Integrating Approach and applies it to a realistic
development situation that is “the upgrading of deteriorated urban areas in an
Egyptian city.” Then Chapters III to Chapter VI apply the S-I thinking to reach
better understanding of the four development components: “Needs, Problems,
Resources and Goals.” Chapters VII and VIII provides a conceptual vision as
to how to achieve optimum utilization of development resources and potentials
within the comprehensive urban development process. Chapter IX applies the
S-1 thinking to develop alternative urban development strategies which take
various degrees of comprehensiveness. The Chapter uses the criteria of “com-
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prehensive development sectors” and “comprehensive development objectives
within each sector”. The Chapter applies the concepts discussed to Dammam
Metropolitan Area (DMA) in the Eastern Province of Saudi Arabia.

In the closing statement of the book, the author invites interested re-
searchers to study and analyze the ideas addressed and contribute with propos-
als to amend, improve or clarify the S-I Approach to reach an optimal approach
to designing and developing complex situations. The book includes a number
of appendices that contain an alternative criterion to assess urban and regional
development strategies and some practical design and urban development ex-
ercises.
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