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Executive Summary 
 
 
Within the project “She Drives KSA: A National Research Project about The Impact Of Women Driving 
On Sustainable Development And Traffic Safety In The Kingdom Of Saudi Arabia” a survey was 
conducted between June and November 2019 to investigate potential changes in transport-related 
topics for individuals and households since women started driving, as well as reactions, attitudes and 
perceptions of females and males in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia regarding the impact of women 
driving on the sustainable development of the country and traffic safety. This report presents the 
results of this survey that took place after one year of women driving in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.  
 

The She Drives KSA research project 
In September 2017, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia announced that, for the very first time, Saudi women 
will be allowed to drive. This is a decision of monumental importance to every facet of life in the 
country. With the female population of Saudi Arabia being over 15 million and accounting for 45% of 
the population, it is expected that women’s daily lives, activities, society contributions, time and money 
allocation will change. As a result, this will affect the households’ dynamics, as well as the wider 
community and nation. The impacts are expected to also affect the wider society, economy and the 
environment – the sustainable development of the country as it envisaged in Vision 2030. These new 
dynamics and challenges shall carefully be monitored to understand better their contribution to the 
achievement of the sustainable development of the country.  

In light of this, the objective of the She Drives KSA research project is to examine and analyse the travel 
behaviour and activity patterns of women mobility in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia BEFORE and AFTER 
women are allowed to drive, and to identify the impacts of this decision on the aspects of sustainable 
development and traffic safety in the Kingdom. 

This research project is nation-wide (across the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia). It is expected to be the base 
of future research conducted on this topic, as it is the very first of its kind in the Kingdom. This research 
project is expected to provide rigorous findings that are of value not only to Saudi Arabia, but to the 
worldwide research community as well. Finally, it is also a unique opportunity, for those responsible for 
the transportation system and its safety, those interested in female-focused studies, and for various 
companies affiliated with the transportation sector or sustainable development to participate in this 
study as a part of their own social responsibility and contribution to the community. 

 

Objectives of the report and survey design 
The aim of this report is to provide the analysis of the descriptive statistics of the second phase of the 
She Drives KSA survey that took place one year after women started driving.  The report first analyses 
transport-related aspects for the households of the participants. Next, it focuses on the privately 
employed drivers of the participants’ households. Driving license possession or not of women is 
analysed next, while information is also provided about the driving schools they attended. Women’s 
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travel behaviour is analysed as well by particularly emphasizing and comparing the travel behaviour of 
women who drive to those who do not drive. The car preferences of the participant women who have 
or are about to have a driving license is analysed next. Women and men attitudes and perceptions 
towards the social, economic, environmental and traffic safety impact that women starting driving may 
have follows in the analysis. Finally, potential policies to support the transition to women driving in the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia are presented to conclude the report. 

An on-line questionnaire survey was designed to collect female and male’s reactions to the 
aforementioned issues. The survey took place between June and November 2019, almost a year after 
women drive in the Kingdom. 29,639 individuals from all over the Kingdom participated in the survey. 
20,543 of them are women (69.3%), 9,069 are men (30.7%).  

The key findings from each chapter of this report are summarized below. 

 
Transport-related characteristics of the participants’ households 
* The findings presented below are about the households of all the participants in the survey and are based on both 
female and male participants’ responses. 

• Before women start driving, the 22.5% of the participants’ households had at least one woman 
who had a driving license. This license has been issued outside the Kingdom. After women 
started driving, the 63.6% of the participants’ households have at least one woman who has a 
license. 

• 48% of the participants whose household has at least one woman with a driving license, 
declared that in their household one woman has actually started driving. 38% of the 
participants stated that although their household have women who have a driving license, 
these women have not started actually driving yet.  

• 24.1% declared that their household purchased one car and 3.3% two or more cars since 
women started driving. 

• 55.3% of the participants whose household purchase at least one car since women started 
driving, stated that their household purchased one new car, whereas 34.7% reported that they 
purchased one second-hand car. 

• The majority of the households that purchased (a) new cars, purchased a sedan (36.6%), 
followed by small city car (33.4%), and SUV (32.2%). 

• Before women started driving, 24.2% of the participants had 2 parking spaces within their 
residence, while after women started driving this number increased to 25.8%.  

• The demand for on-street uncovered parking spaces outside the residence increased from 
65.4% to 69.4%. 

 

Privately employed drivers 
* The findings presented below are about the households of all the participants in the survey (females and males). 

• 45.7% of the participant households were employing private drivers before women start 
driving. After women started driving, this percentage dropped to 27.2%. 



 
 

-6- 

• 90.6% of the participants stated that this change is related to the fact that women started 
driving. 

• The majority of the participant households (currently) employ one driver (88.5%). 
• The majority of the drivers are non-Saudi. 69% come from India. 

 
 
Women issuing a driving license  
* The findings presented below are based only on the responses of the female participants in the survey. 

• 63.5% of the participant women hold a driving license. 13.9% are currently taking training to 
issue a driving license, 13.3% are planning to start training in the future, while only 9.3% do not 
have a driving license and do not plan to issue one. 

• By comparing the socio-demographic characteristics of women who have or about to have a 
driving license to the women who do not have a driving license, no considerable difference is 
identified. 

• 37% paid less than 2,000 SAR for the driving lessons, 28% paid 2,500 to 3,000 SAR, while 23.8% 
paid between 2,000 to 2,500 SAR. 

• The average waiting time for registering to a driving school is 6.5 months, while the average 
waiting time to start the training is 6.6 months. 

• 15.6% of the participant women who have a driving license stated that their employment status 
has changed due to the fact that now they drive. 

• 64.2% of the women who hold a driving license stated that now that can drive, their personal 
income has increased due to the fact that they found a job or a higher-paying job. 

• The most popular reason for women who do not have a driving license and do not plan to get 
one is that they prefer to be escorted. 

 

Women’s travel behaviour 
* The findings presented below are based only on the responses of the female participants in the survey. 

• Before women start driving, 61.4% of female participants were using a household private car 
as a passenger as their primary transport mode. After women started driving, only 39.7% of the 
female participants use the same mode.  

• The biggest modal shift is noticed in the household private car – as a passenger. 22.7% of 
women who were using a household private car as a passenger before women start driving, 
they have now become drivers of a private household car.  

• The use of ridehailing has dropped significantly (by 16.9%) after women have started driving. 
The highest drop is noticed in Riyadh (17.5% decrease). 

• The average number of trips per week using a household private car as drivers is 6.3 trips, while 
as passengers 5.9 trips. 

• Most of the participant women pay up to 1,000 SAR for their transport per month: 37.7% pays 
500 to 1,000 SAR, while 31.7% pays only less than 500 SAR.  

• The monthly travel expenses of women are mainly paid by themselves (53.4%). 
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• The two most popular trip purposes for using their primary transport mode is work/education 
(78.2%) and entertainment (78.2%). The next most popular trip purpose is running errands 
(63.5%). 

• When comparing the attitudes and perceptions towards daily mobility of women who have or 
are about to have a driving license to the women who do not have a driving license, no 
considerable differences are noticed. 

• 74.7% of the participant women who already hold a driving license, drive frequently (on a 
daily basis or several times per week). 23.2% of them drive occasionally (once in a while), 
while 2.2% only in emergencies.  

• Women who already hold a driving license, also drive to escort several family members: 
56.5% drive their siblings, 50.4% drive their kids, 43.5% drive their parents (the question was 
multiple choice; women could choose as an answer more than one option). 

• The majority of the women who drive completely agree with the statements that they feel 
independent, happy, confident and that they are proud of themselves. 

 

Women’s preferences for cars 
* The findings presented below are based only on the responses of the female participants who have or are about to have 
a driving license. 

• 73.5% of the women who have a driving license / or are about to have one, reported that they 
will purchase a car for themselves in the future; 20.8% of the women reported that they have 
already purchased a car for themselves, and 5.7% of the women are not planning on purchasing 
a car. 

• 81.7% of women who  have a driving licence or will have a driving licence reported that they 
have a brand new car or they are planning on purchasing a brand new one. 

• Women from households with higher income levels seem to prefer purchasing brand new cars. 
• Regarding the budget allocated for purchasing a car, 39.8% of the women who have or are 

about to have a driving license reported that the allocated budget is less than 50,000 SAR, 
42.5% that is from 50,000 to 100,000 SAR, and 17.7% that is more than 100,000 SAR. 

• More than 70% of the women reported that criteria such as safety, price, stability, and fuel 
consumption are completely important when it is to purchase a car.  

• The most important sources of information when a woman is to purchase a car are customer 
reviews or word of mouth (family/friends) with 87.3% and 87.4% respectively.  

• The most common reason for not planning to purchase a car is that they cannot afford it 
(73.7%). 29.8% of the women who are not planning on purchasing a car reported that it is 
because they use an existing car of their household. 

 

Attitudes towards the social impact of women driving 
* The findings presented below are based on both female and male participants’ responses. 

• In general, it is not noticed any considerable difference between women and men attitudes 
towards the social impact that women driving may have. 

• Minor differences are noticed in statements like: 



 
 

-8- 

o  “I am afraid that women may be abussed while driving” with men to neither agree nor 
disagree (5-point Likert scale: 1= Completely disagree, …, 5=Completely agree; average 
score for this statement: 2.7), and women disagree (average score for this statement: 
1.9). 

o “Driving enables women to act in emergencies”, where men agree (average score for 
this statement: 4.1) and women completely agree (average score for this statement: 
4.7). 

o “Women are capable of taking driving responsibilities, with men to be between neutral 
and agree (average score for this statement: 3.6), while women completely agree 
(average score for this statement: 4.6). 

• When the attitudes towards the social impact are analysed based on if the participant woman 
has (or is about to have) a driving license or not, the differences in the levels of agreement are 
minor.  

• In terms of how driving makes women feel, it seems that there are minor differences when the 
feelings are analysed based on the gender. Women participants neither agree nor disagree with 
the statement “Driving makes women feel stressed” (average score for this statement: 2.8), 
while men are not that far away, with an average scoore of 2.4. 

 
Attitudes towards the economic & environmental impact of women 
driving 
* The findings presented below are based on both female and male participants’ responses. 

• There are small differences between men and women’s attitudes towards the economic impact 
of women driving (in line with the attitudes towards the social impact). 

• The majority of men and women completely agree with the statement “Women driving 
contributes to increasing income rates in the Kingdom” with 40.6% and 57.5% respectively. 
However, the percentage of men disagreeing or completely disagreeing is 13.4%, whereas for 
women is only 3.6%. 

• Regarding the statement “Women driving increases female’s empowerment in the Kingdom”, 
the majority of men and women completely agree with 47% and 65% respectively. However, 
the percentage of men disagreeing or completely disagreeing is 9.2%, whereas for women is 
only 1.6%.  

• On the statement “Women driving contributes to the increase of environmental pollution”, the 
majority of men and women disagree or completely disagree with 48.4% and 68% respectively. 

 

Attitudes towards the traffic safety impact of women driving 
* The findings presented below are based on both female and male participants’ responses. 

• There are considerable differences between men and women’s attitudes towards traffic safety 
impact.  
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• The majority of women completely disagree or disagree with the statement “Women driving 
increases the number of traffic accidents in the Kingdom” with 38.3% and 32.7% respectively. 
Less than 40% of men completely disagree or disagree with the statement. 

• 54% of women were negative towards the statement that women driving increases traffic jams 
in the Kingdom, whereas 45% of men were positive towards the statement. 

• 25.7% of all female participants have been involved in a traffic accident; for 51.2% of them, the 
accident took place after women started driving.  

• 15.4% of women who have actually started driving were involved in a traffic accident as drivers.  
• However, the vast majority of the accidents (92.6%) were accidents with minor material 

damages. 6.5% were accidents with minor injuries, 0.9% accidents with serious injuries, while 
there were no reported accidents that include fatalities. 

 

 

Potential Supportive Policies for the Transition to Women Driving in KSA 
* The findings presented below are based on both female and male participants’ responses. 

• The results showed that more than 70% of the participants supported suggestions like “Increase 
the number of driving schools for women”, “Reduce the cost of driving training for women”, 
and “Enhance traffic safety by improving roads condition, intersections, parking spaces and 
extension panels”. However, less than 30% of the participants supported suggestions like 
“Recruiting female drivers from abroad should be allowed” and “Support and encourage female 
car-pooling” 

• Almost 90% of women and 74.8% of men supported the suggestion of reducing the cost of 
driving training for women.  
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  يذیفنتلا صخلملا
 

 ةمالسلاو ةمادتسملا ةیمنتلا ىلع تابكرملل ةأرملا ةدایق رثأ :ناونعب She Drives KSA ينطو ثحب عورشم راطإ يف      

 ءاسنلل حامسلا نم دحاو ماع دعب 2019 ربمفونو وینوی نیب ام ةرتفلا يف ةیحسم ةسارد تیرُجأ ،ةیدوعسلا ةیبرعلا ةكلمملا يف ةیرورملا

 ةیدوعسلا ةیبرعلا ةكلمملا يف ثانإلا ور وكذلا فقاومو لاعفأ دودر ىلع فوقولل كلذو ،ةیدوعسلا ةیبرعلا ةكلمملا يف تابكرملا ةدایقب

  .ةساردلا هذھ جئاتن ریرقتلا اذھ ضرعیو .ةكلمملا يف ةیرورملا ةمالسلاو ةمادتسملا ةیمنتلا داعبأ ىلع ةأرملا ةدایق رثأ عبتتو مھءارآو

 

 ةیدوعسلا ةیبرعلا ةكلمملا يف ةرایسلل ةأرملا ةدایق
           

 اذھ نأ كش الو .تابكرملا ةدایقب ةیدوعسلا ةأرملل حامسلا - اھخیرات يف ةرم لوألو - 2017 ربمتبس يف ةیدوعسلا ةیبرعلا ةكلمملا تنلعأ       

 ّنھف اًنویلم رشع ةسمخ نع دیزی اھیف ثانإلا ددع ّنأ امیس ال ،ةكلمملا يف ةایحلا بناوج نم بناج لك سمی ھنألً ارظن ةریبك ةیمھأ وذ رارقلا

 اھتقول اھترادإو عمتجملا يف اھتاماھسإو اھتطشنأو ةیمویلا ةأرملا ةایح ریغتت نأ عقوتملا نم رارقلا اذھ ءوض ىلعو ،ناكسلا ددع نم ٪45 نلثمی

 داعبأ ىلع رثؤیس تابكرملل ةأرملا ةدایق رارق ّنأ يأ – ةئیبلاو دالبلا داصتقاو عمتجملا ىلعو ،رسألا تایمانید ىلع رثؤیس هرودب اذھو .اھلامو

 اھتمھاسم مھفل ةیانعب ةدیدجلا تایدحتلاو تایمانیدلا ةبقارم يضتقی اذھو .2030 ةیؤرلا يف ىخوتملا وحنلا ىلع ةكلمملا يف ةمادتسملا ةیمنتلا

 .ةمادتسملا ةیمنتلا قیقحت يف لضفأ لكشب

 
 ةیبرعلا ةكلمملا يف ّنھتكرح طاشن طامنأو ءاسنلا لقنت تایكولس لیلحتو ةساردل She Drives KSA عورشم قلُطأ ،كلذ ءوض يفو     

 .ةكلمملا يف ةیرورملا ةمالسلاو ةمادتسملا ةیمنتلا بناوج ىلع رارقلا اذھ راثآ دیدحتو ، كلذ دعبو تابكرملا ةدایقب ّنھل حامسلا رارق لبق ةیدوعسلا

 ةساردلا ربتعی وھف ،عوضوملا اذھ لوح اھؤارجإ متی ةیلبقتسم ثاحبأل ةدعاق لكشی نأ عقوتملا نم و ،ةكلمملا ءاحنأ عیمج عورشملا يطغی      

 ثحبلا عمتجم لمشتل ةكلمملا دودح اھتمیقو اھتدئاف زواجتت ةقیقد جئاتنب عورشملا جرخی نأ عقوتملا نمو .ةكلمملا ىوتسم ىلع اھعون نم ىلوألا

 نیمتھمللو ،ةیرورملا ةمالسلاو لقنلا ماظن نع نیلوؤسملل اھعون نم ةدیرف ةصرف ّلثمی عورشملا اذھ ّنأ ھیف ّكش ال اممو .ملاعلا ءاحنأ عیمج يف

 مھتیلوؤسم راطإ يف ةساردلا هذھ يفً اعیمج اوكراشی نأب ةمادتسملا ةیمنتلا وأ لقنلا عاطقب ةطبترملا ةفلتخملا تاكرشللو ،ةأرملا تاساردب

 .عمتجملا ةمدخ يف مھتامھاسم راطإ يفو ةیعامتجالا
 

 

 ریرقتلا رشن نم فدھلا
 ةصاخلا ءارآلا عالطتسا نم ةیناثلا ةلحرملل ةیلوألا جئاتنلا ىلع لاجملا اذھ يف نیمتھملاو نیثحابلا عالطا ىلإ ریرقتلا اذھ فدھی      

 تانایب ةدعاق نم نیدیفتسملا قاطن عیسوت ضرغب كلذو ،تابكرملا ةدایقب ءاسنلا ءدب نم دحاو ماع دعب تیرُجأ يتلا ةساردلا عورشمب

 ةمظنألا نسو تایجیتارتسالا عضو يف مھدعاست ةكلمملا يف رارقلا يعناصل يلبقتسم ؤبنت ةباثمب ھجئاتن نوكت نأ نكمی ثیح ،عورشملا

 يلاتلابو ؛ةایحلا ةدوج قیقحتو ،ةیرورملا ةمالسلا میھافم زیزعتو ،ةمادتسملا ةیمنتلا داعبأ لیعفت يف مھست نأ نكمی يتلا تاعیرشتلاو

 ىلع عفنلاب دوعی امب ةھج نم رثكأ عم فلاحتلل ةصرف ریرقتلا اذھ دعی امك . ٢٠٣٠ ةكلمملا ةیؤر عمً ایشمت ماعلا قافنإلا ةمیق ضفخ

 .نطولاو عمتجملا
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 كلذ دعبو  ،رسألا هذھ ىدل نولمعی نیذلا نیصاخلا نیقئاسلاو ،نیكراشملا رسأ لقنب ةقلعتملا بناوجلا ىلع ریرقتلا اذھ زكریسو

 لیلحت متی كلذ ىلإ ةفاضإلاب  .تابكرملا ةدایق ىلع نھتبرد يتلا سرادملاو ،ةدایقلا صخر جارختسا ىلع ءاسنلا لابقإ ىدم ریرقتلا للحی

 ریرقتلا للحی كلذك  .ندقی مل يئاللا كولسب ھتنراقمو تارایسلا ةدایقب نأدب يئاللا كئلوأ كولس ىلع زیكرتلاب نھلقنت لالخ ءاسنلا كولس

 ىلع لوصحلا كشو ىلع ّنھ وأ ةدایق ةصخر نھیدلو ةساردلا يف تاكراشملا ءاسنلا دیدحتلا ھجو ىلعو ،تارایس نم ءاسنلا ھنلضفی ام

 ساكعناو ةرایسلا ةدایقب ةأرملا ءدب ىلع بترتملا يئیبلاو يداصتقالاو يعامتجالا رثألا لوح ءاسنلاو لاجرلا ءارآ ّللحی امك  .ةصخرلا هذھ

 تابكرملل ءاسنلا ةدایق ریسیتو معدل اھعابتا لمتحی يتلا تاسایسلا ضارعتسا متی ریرقتلا ماتخ يف اًریخأ .ةیرورملا ةمالسلا ىلعً اضیأ كلذ

 .ةیدوعسلا ةیبرعلا ةكلمملا يف

 

 :نایبتسالا میمصت
 ماع رورم دعب ةكلمملا قطانم عیمج ىوتسم ىلع ةیلوألا تانایبلا عمجو ينادیملا حسملا ىلع ھمظعم يف عورشملا اذھ دمتعی

 میمصت مت ،افنآ ةروكذملا ةلئسألا نع ثانإلاو روكذلا لاعفأ دودر ىلع فوقوللو .ةكلمملا يف تابكرملا ةدایقبً ایلعف ءاسنلا ءدب ىلع لماك

 كلذو ،ةكلمملا ىوتسم ىلع يعامتجالا لصاوتلا تاونقو تنرتنإلا ةكبش ربع هرشنوً اینورتكلإ ھقالطإو ةساردلا هذھب صاخ نایبتسا

 ءاسنلا ددع غلب ثیح ةكلمملا ءاحنأ عیمج نم ًادرف 29,639 نابتسالا اذھ ةئبعت يف كراش دقو .2019 ربمفونو وینوی نیب ام ةرتفلا لالخ

 .)٪30.7( ةبسنبً الجر 969 لاجرلا ددع غلب امنیب )٪69.3( ةبسنب ةأرما 20,543

 

 :ریرقتلا اذھ لوصف نم لصف لكل ةسیئرلا جئاتنللً اصخلم يلی امیفو      

 

  نیكراشملا رسأ ّلقنتب ةقلعتملا صئاصخلا
 .ةنابتسالا يف ةنمضملا ةلئسألا نع لاجرلاو ءاسنلا نم نیكراشملا تاباجإ ىلإ دنتستو ةساردلا يف نیكراشملا عیمج رسأب قلعتت هاندأ ةدراولا جئاتنلا*
 لمحت لقألا ىلع ةدحاو ةأرما اھیدل ةساردلا يف تكراش يتلا رسألا ةلمج نم ٪22.5 ناك ،تابكرملا ةدایقب ءاسنلا أدبت نأ لبق •

 اھیدل يتلا رسألا ةبسن تعفترا ،تابكرملا ةدایقب ءاسنلا تأدب نأ دعب نكلو .ةكلمملا جراخ نم اھیلع لوصحلا مت ،ةدایق ةصخر

 .٪65.6 ىلإ ةدایق ةصخر لمحت لقألا ىلع ةدحاو ةأرما

 لعفلاب تأدب لزنملا يف ةدحاو ةأرما نأ ،ةدایق ةصخر لمحت لقألا ىلع ةدحاو ةأرما اھب يتلا ةكراشملا رسألا نم ٪48 حّرص •

 نأدبی مل ّنھنأ الإ ،ةدایق صخر نلمحی ءاسن مضت اھنأ نم مغرلا ىلع ھنأ ةكراشملا رسألا نم ٪38 تحضوأ امنیب ،ةرایسلا دوقت

 .دعب تارایسلا ةدایقب

 رسألا ةبسن تغلب امنیب ،تارایسلا ةدایقب ءاسنلا تأدب نأ ذنم ةدحاو ةرایس ترتشا مھرسأ نأ ةساردلا مھتلمش نمم ٪24.1 دّكأ •

 .٪ 3.3 تارایسلا ةدایقب ءاسنلا تأدب نأ ذنم رثكأ وأ نیترایس ترتشا يتلا

 مت يتلا ةرایسلا نأب ،ةرایسلا دوقت ةأرملا تأدب نأ ذنم لقألا ىلع ةدحاو ةرایس مھرسأ ترتشا نیذلا نیكراشملا نم ٪55.3 دافأ •

 .ةلمعتسم ةرایس اورتشا مھنأ نیكراشملا نم ٪34.7 دافأ امنیب ،ةدیدج ةرایس يھ اھؤارش

 ةنیدم تارایس ترتشا يتلا رسألا كلذ دعب يتأت ،)٪ 36.6( نادیس تارایس تناك ةدیدج تارایس ترتشا يتلا رسألا ةیبلاغ  •

 .)٪ 32.2( يعابر عفد تارایس ترتشا يتلا رسألا يتأت ةثلاثلا ةبترملا يفو ،)٪ 33.4( ةریغص

 هذھ تعفتراو ،٪24.2 مھلزانم يف تارایسلا نكرل نیفقوم مھیدل نیذلا نیكراشملا ةبسن تناك ،ةرایسلا ةدایقب ةأرملا أدبت نأ لبق •

            .تارایسلا ةدایقب ءاسنلا نأدب نأ دعب ٪25.8 ىلإ ةبسنلا

 .69.4 ىلإ ٪65.4 نم داز لزنملا جراخ تارایسلا فوقول ةفوشكملا فقاوملا ىلع بلطلا ّنأ  •
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 رسألا ىدل نوصاخلا نوقئاسلا
 .لاجرلاو ءاسنلا نم ةساردلا يف نیكراشملا عیمج رسأب قلعتت هاندأ ةدراولا جئاتنلا*
 ٪ 27.2 ىلإ ةبسنلا هذھ تضفخناو .تارایسلا ةدایقب ءاسنلا أدبت نأ لبق نیصاخ نیقئاس مھیدل ناك ةكراشملا رسألا نم 45.7٪ •

 .تارایسلا ةدایقب ءاسنلا تأدب نأ دعب
 .ةرایسلا دوقت تأدب ةأرملا نأ ةقیقحب طبترم رییغتلا اذھ نأ نیكراشملا نم ٪90.6 حّرص •
 .)٪ 88.5( طقفً ادحاوً اصاخً اقئاس اھیدل ةكراشملا رسألا ةیبلاغ •
 .)٪69( دنھلا نم نوتأی مھمظعمو نییدوعس ریغ رسألا ىدل نیلماعلا نیصاخلا نیقئاسلا ةیبلاغ •

 

 ةدایق صخر ىلع ءاسنلا لوصح
 .ةساردلا يف نكراش يئاللا ءاسنلا تاباجإ ىلع طقف هاندأ ةدراولا جئاتنلا دنتست      *
 ىلع لوصحللً ابیردت ًایلاح نیقلتی نھنم ٪13.9 امنیب ،ةدایق ةصخر نلمحی نحبصأ ةساردلا يف تاكراشملا ءاسنلا نم ٪ 63.5 •

 .٪13.3 ّنھتبسنف ةدایق ةصخر ىلع لوصحلا لجأ نمً البقتسم بیردتلا يف عورشلل نططخی يئاللا ءاسنلا امأ .ةدایقلا ةصخر

 .اھیلع لوصحلا نیونی الو ةدایق ةصخر نلمحی ال - طقف ٪9.3 نھتبسنو - ةساردلا تاكراشملا ءاسنلا ةیقب
 كئلوأب اھیلع لوصحلا كشو ىلع ّنھ وأ ةدایق صخر نھیدل يئاللا ءاسنلل ةیفارغمیدلاو ةیعامتجالا صئاصخلا ةنراقم دنع •

 .ّنھنیب ریبك قرف دجوی ال ھنأ حضتا ةدایق صخر نھیدل سیل يئاللا
 نم ٪ 28 و ، تارایسلا ةدایق ّملعت ىلع بّردتلل يدوعس لایر 2000 نم لقأ نعفد ةساردلا يف تاكراشملا ءاسنلا نم ٪ 37 •

 ىلإ 2000 نیب ام نعفد ءاسنلا نم طقف ٪ 23.8 نأ نیح يف ،ضرغلا تاذل يدوعس لایر 3000 ىلإ 2500 نیب ام نعفد ءاسنلا

 .يدوعس لایر 2500
 بیردتلا ءدبل راظتنالا تقو طسوتم نأ نیح يف ،رھشأ 6.5 وھ تارایسلا ةدایق میلعت ةسردم يف لیجستلل راظتنالا تقو طسوتم •

 .رھشأ 6.6 وھ
 ةدایق نم ّنھنكمت ببسب ریغت دق يفیظولا نھعضو نأ ةدایق صخر نھیدلو ةساردلا يف تاكراشملا ءاسنلا نم ٪15.6 تركذ •

 .نآلا تارایسلا
 نھلوصح وأ ،فئاظو ىلع نھلوصح ببسب داز يصخشلا نھلخد ّنأ ةدایق ةصخر نلمحی يئاللا ءاسنلا نم ٪64.2 تحّرص •

 .ىلعأ بتار تاذ فئاظو ىلع
 نھنأ وھ اھیلع لوصحلل نططخی الو ،ةدایق ةصخر نجرختسی ال ةساردلا يف نكراش يئاللا ءاّسنلا ضعب لعج ببس ّمھأ •

 .نھب تارایسلا داُقت نأ نلضفی

  

 

 



 
 

-13- 

 

  ةأرملا  ّلقنت طمن
  طقف ءاسنلا نم ةساردلا يف تاكراشملا تاباجإ ىلع طقف هاندأ ةدراولا جئاتنلا دنتست       * 

 ةأرملا تأدب نأ دعبو .٪61.4 تابكارك ّنھرسأ تارایسب نلقنتی يئاللا ءاسنلا ةبسن تناك ،تابكرملا ةدایقب ءاسنلا أدبت نأ لبق •

 .طقف ٪39.7 ىلإ )تابكارك يأ( ةقیرطلا سفنب نلقنتی يئاللا ءاسنلا ةبسن تضفخنا ،ةرایسلا دوقت
 ةرایسلا هذھ نمدختسی نك يئاللا ءاسنلا   نم ٪22.7 ّنأ يف ّلثمت ةرسألاب ةصاخلا ةرایسلا ىلع أرط يلكش لّوحت ربكأ ّنأ ظحول •

 .ّنھسفنأب ةرایسلا هذھ ندقی تاقئاس نآلا نحبصأ تابكرملا ةدایق ءاسنلا أدبت نأ لبق تابكارك
 .تارایسلا ةدایق يف ءاسنلا ءدب رثإ )٪16.99 ھتبسن تغلب( اھریغو میرك وأ ربوأ لقن لئاسو مادختسا يف ظوحلم ضافخنا كانھ •

 .)٪ 17.5( ضایرلا يف ناك ضافخنا ىلعأ ّنأ ظحولو
 ،عوبسألا يف ةلحر 6.3 ةقئاس اھفصوب ةرسألاب ةصاخلا ةرایسلا ةأرملا اھیف مدختست يتلا ةیعوبسألا تالحرلا ددع طسوتم غلبی •

 .ایعوبسأ ةلحر 5.9 ةبكارك ةرایسلا هذھ ةأرملا اھیف مدختست يتلا تالحرلا ددع غلبی امنیب
 نیب ام نعفدی ٪37.7 نھنم ،ایرھش يدوعس لایر 1,000 وحن ةساردلاب تاكراشملا ءاسنلا مظعمل ةیرھشلا لقنلا ةفلكت لصت •

 .ةیرھشلا نھلقن ةفلكت ىلع طقف يدوعس لایر 500 نھنم ٪31.7 عفدت نیح يف ً،ایرھش يدوعس لایر 1,000 ىلإ 500
  .نھدرفمب ةیرھشلا ّنھلقنت فیراصم عفدب ءاسنلا نم )٪ 53.4( ّلفكتت  •
 ماھملا ءادأ ضرغ امھیلی  .)٪78.2( ھیفرتلاو )٪78.2( میلعتلا/لمعلا امھ ةأرملا ّلقنتل اًعویش رثكألا نایسیئرلا ناضرغلا  •

 .)٪63.5( ّنھب ةّصاخلا
 سیل يئاللا ءاسنلاب ،اھیلع لوصحلا كشو ىلع وأ ةدایق ةصخر نھیدل يئاللا ءاسنلل يمویلا ّلقنتلاب ةقلعتملا ءارآلا ةنراقم دنع •

 .ةریبك تافالتخا دوجو مدع ظحول ؛ةدایق ةصخر نھیدل
  نأ نیح يف ،)عوبسألا يف تارم ةدع وأ ًایموی( اًریثك نلقنتی ،لعفلاب ةدایق ةصخر نلمحی يئاللا تاكراشملا ءاسنلا نم ٪ 74.7 •

 ئراوطلا تالاح يف تارایسلا ندقی نھنم طقف ٪ 2.2 امنیب ،)ةرتف لك ةدحاو ةرم( رخآل نیح نم نھتارایس ندقی ّنھنم ٪ 23.2

 .طقف
 تارایسلا ندقی ّنھنم ٪56.5 نأ ثیح ،نھعم ةرسألا دارفأ نم دیدعلا لیصوتب نمقی ،ةدایق ةصخر لعفلاب نلمحی يئاللا ءاسنلا •

 ءوض يف كلذو( ّنھیدلاو لیصوتب نمقی ٪43.5 نأ نیح يف ،ّنھلافطأ لیصوتل تارایسلا ندقی نھنم ٪50.4 ،نھتاوخأ لیصوتل

 رثكأ راتخت نأ ةأرملل كرت تارایخ ةدع ىلع يوطنت ةباجإ يھو رمألا اذھ صوصخب ةنابتسالا يف حورطملا لاؤسلا نع ةباجإلا

 .)اھنیب نم دحاو رایخ نم
 تاروخفو ّنھسفنأ نم تاقثاوو تادیعسو تالقتسم نھنأب نرعشی تارایسلا ندقی يئاللا ءاسنلا ةیبلاغ ّنأ ةساردلا ترھظأ  •

 .نآلا ھیلع ّنھ يذلا عضولاب
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 تارایسلا ءارشل ةبسنلاب ءاسنلا ءارآ
 .اھیلع لوصحلا كشو ىلع وأ ةدایق ةصخر نھیدل عالطتسالا يف تاكراشملا ءاسنلا دودر ىلع هاندأ ةدراولا جئاتنلا دنتست*

 ؛لبقتسملا يف ةرایس نھسفنأل نیرتشیس نھنأب ،اھیلع لوصحلا كشو ىلع وأ ةدایق ةصخر نھیدل يئاللا ءاسنلا نم ٪73.5 تدافأ  •

 .اقالطا ةرایس ءارشل نططخی ال ءاسنلا نم ٪5.7 نأو ،نھسفنأل تارایس لعفلاب نیرتشا ّنھنأ ءاسنلا نم ٪20.8 تدافأو
 .ةدیدج ةرایس ءارشل نططخی وأ ةدیدج ةرایس نھیدل نأ اھیلع نلصحیس وأ ةدایق ةصخر نھیدل يئاللا ءاسنلا نم ٪81.7 تركذ  •
 .ةدیدج تارایس ءارش نلضفی يلاعلا لخدلا تاذ رسألا نم ءاسنلا •
 لوصحلا كشو ىلع ّنھ وأ ةدایق ةصخر نھیدل يئاللا ءاسنلا نم ٪ 39.8 تدافأ ،ةرایس ءارشل ةصصخملا ةینازیملاب قلعتی امیف •

 أدبت ةینازیملا هذھ ّنأ ءاسنلا نم ٪ 42.5 تركذو ،يدوعس لایر 50000 نع لقت ةرایسلا ءارشل ةصصخملا ةینازیملا ّنأ اھیلع

 ةرایسلا ءارش ةینازیم ّنأ ٪ 17.7 ّنھتبسن ءاسنلا نم ةعومجم تحضوأ امنیب ،يدوعس لایر 100,000 ىلإ لصتو 50,000 نم

 .يدوعس لایر 100,000 زواجتت نأ نكمم
 .دوقولا كالھتساو تاّبثلاو رعسلاو ةمالسلا يھ ةرایس ءارش دنع نھیدل رییاعملا مھأ نم نأ ءاسنلا نم ٪ 70 نم رثكأ تركذ •
 )ءاقدصألا / ةرسألا( ّةیھفشلا رداصملا وأ ةینورتكلإلا عقاوملا يھ ةرایس ءارش يف ةأرملا بغرت امدنع تامولعملا رداصم مھأ نإ •

 .يلاوتلا ىلع ٪ 87.4و ٪ 87.3 ةبسنب كلذو
 نم ةبسن كانھ نكلو  .)٪73.7( اھئارش ىلع ةیلاملا ةردقلل اھراقتفا وھ ةرایس ءارشل ةأرملا طیطخت مدعل اًعویش رثكألا ببسلا •

 .لبق نم نھلزنم يف ةدوجوم ةرایس نمدختسی نّھنأل ةرایس ءارشل نططخی ال )٪29.8( ءاسنلا

 

 ةرایسلل ةأرملا ةدایق نم لمتحملا يعامتجالا رثألا لوح ءارآلا
 .ةساردلاب ةصاخلا ةنابتسالا يف ةدراولا ةلئسألا نع لاجرو ءاسن نم نیكراشملا تاباجإ ىلإ هاندأ ةدراولا جئاتنلا دنتست  *

 .ةرایسلل ةأرملا ةدایق نم لمتحملا يعامتجالا رثألا لوح لاجرلاو ءاسنلا ءارآ نیب ریبك فالتخا يأ ظحالی مل ،ماع لكشب •
 :لثم تارابعب قلعتی امیف ءارآلا يف ةفیفط تافالتخا دوجو ظحول نكلو •

o  نكلو ةرابعلا هذھ ىلع لاجرلا قفاوی مل ثیح   "تابكرملل ّنھتدایق ءانثأ ةءاسإلل ءاسنلا ضرعتت نأ ىشخأ" :ةرابع 

 ال = 1 ؛طاقن سمخ نم نّوكم وھو ةساردلا هذھ يف مدختسا يذلا تركیل سایقم يفف( اھیلع اوضرتعی مل تقولا سفنب

 دقف  ءاسنلا امأ ، )2.7 :لاؤسلا اذھ نع لاجرلا ةباجإ  تاجرد طسوتم ناك  ؛اًمامت قفاوأ = 5 ، ... ،اًمامت قفاوأ

 .)1.9 :لاؤسلا اذھ ىلع ّنھدودر تاجرد طّسوتم ناكو ( اھیلع نضرتعا
o طسوتم ناكو( ةرابعلا هذھ ىلع لاجرلا قفاو ثیح ،"ئراوطلا تالاح يف فرصتلا نم ءاسنلا نّكمت ةدایقلا" ةرابعو 

 .)4.7 :نھتاباجإ تاجرد طسوتم ناكو( اًمامت اھیلع نقفاو دقف ءاسنلا امأ )4.1 : مھتباجإ تاجرد
o ةیدایحلا نیب ةرابعلا هذھ لوح لاجرلا ءارآ تحجرأت ثیح ،"ةرایسلا ةدایق تایلوؤسم لّمحت ىلع ةرداق ةأرملا" ةرابعو 

 تاجرد طسوتم ناكو( اًمامت اھیلع ءاسنلا تقفاو امنیب ،)3.6 :لاؤسلا اذھ ىلع مھدر تاجرد طسوتم ناكو( ةقفاوملاو

 )4.6 :لاؤسلا اذھ ىلع نھتاباجإ
 يھ وأ( ةدایق ةصخر ىلع ةلصاح ةساردلا يف ةكراشملا ةأرملا تناك اذإ ام ىلع ًءانب يعامتجالا رثألا لوح ءارآلا لیلحت دنع •

 .ةطیسب تناك قافتالا تایوتسم يف تافالتخالا نإف ،ال مأ )اھیلع لوصحلا كشو ىلع
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 ذإ سنجلا ىلع ًءانب رعاشملا لیلحت دنع ةطیسب تافالتخا كانھ نأ ودبی ةرایسلا دوقت يھو ةأرملا ّكلمتی يذلا روعشلاب قلعتی امیف •

 هذھ ىلع ّنھدودر تاجرد طسوتم غلب ذإ( "رتوتلاب نرعشی ءاسنلا لعجت ةدایقلا" ةرابع ىلع ءاسنلا نم تاكراشملا قفاوت مل

 .)2.4( ریثكب ةبسنلا هذھ نع نیدیعب اونوكی مل لاجرلا نأ ودبی نیح يف ،)2.8 :ةرابعلا

 

 ةرایسلل ةأرملا ةدایق نم لمتحملا يئیبلاو يداصتقالا رثألا لوح ءارآلا  
 .ةساردلاب ةصاخلا ةنابتسالا يف ةدراولا ةلئسألا نع لاجرو ءاسن نم نیكراشملا تاباجإ ىلإ هاندأ ةدراولا جئاتنلا دنتست *

 فقاوملا عم ىشامتی امب( ةرایسلل ةأرملا ةدایق نم لمتحملا يداصتقالا رثألا لوح ءاسنلاو لاجرلا ءارآ نیب ةفیفط تافالتخا كانھ •

 .)يعامتجالا ریثأتلا هاجت

 لاجرلا ةبسن تغلب ثیح "ةكلمملا يف لخدلا تالدعم ةدایز يف ةأرملا مھُست" ةرابع عم اًمامت ءاسنلا كلذكو لاجرلا ةیبلاغ قفتی •

 دقف اًمامت اھیلع اوضرتعا وأ اھیلع اوقفاوی مل نیذلا لاجرلا ةبسنّ امأ .ءاسنلا نم ٪57.5 لباقم ٪40.6ً امامت اھیلع اوقفاو نیذلا

 .ءاسنلا نم .طقف ٪3.6 لباقم ،٪13.4 تغلب

 ثیح ءاسنلاو لاجرلا ةیبلاغ اًمامت اھیلع قفاو دقف ،"ةكلمملا يف ةأرملا نیكمت نم زّزعت ةرایسلل ةأرملا ةدایق" ةرابعب قلعتی امیف •

 اوقفاوی مل نیذلا لاجرلا اّمأ .٪65 لاجرلا وذح نوذح يئاللا ءاسنلا ةبسن تغلبو ٪47ً امامت اھوّدیأ نیذلا لاجرلا ةبسن تغلب

 .ءاسنلا نم .طقف ٪ 1.6 لباقم ،٪9.2 مھتبسن تغلب دقف اًمامت اھیلع اوضرتعا وأ ةرابعلا ىلع

 لاجرلا ةیبلاغ ّنأ ةساردلا ترھظأ ،"يئیبلا ثولتلا ةدایز يف مھاست تارایسلل ءاسنلا ةدایق " ةرابعب ةقلعتملا دودرلا صخی امیف •

ُ امامت اھیلع اوضرتعا وأ اھیلع اوقفاوی مل نیذلا لاجرلا ةبسن تغلب ذإ ةرابعلا ىلع اًمامت نوضرتعی وأ نوقفاوی ال ءاسنلاو

 .٪68 ّنھتبسن تغلب دقف ةرابعلل ضقانملا لاجرلا فقومل قباطم فقوم ّنھیدل يئاللا ءاسنلا امأ 48.4٪

 

 

  ةیرورملا ةمالسلا ىلع ةرایسلل ةأرملا ةدایقل لمتحملا رثألا لوح ءارآلا
 .ةساردلاب ةصاخلا ةنابتسالا يف ةدراولا ةلئسألا نع لاجرو ءاسن نم نیكراشملا تاباجإ ىلإ هاندأ ةدراولا جئاتنلا دنتست *

 .ةیرورملا ةمالسلا ىلع ةرایسلل ةأرملا ةدایق رثأ لوح ءاسنلاو لاجرلا ءارآ نیب ریبك نیابت كانھ  •

 ثیح "ةكلمملا يف رورملا ثداوح ددع نم دیزت ةرایسلل ةأرملا ةدایق" ةرابع ىلع نقفاوی ال وأ اًمامت نضرتعی ءاسنلا ةیبلاغ   •

 صوصخبو  .٪32.7 ّنھتبسن تغلب دقف اھیلع نقفاوی مل يئاللا امأ ٪38.3ً امامت ةرابعلا ىلع نضرتعا يئاللا ءاسنلا ةبسن تغلب

 .ةرابعلا ىلع اًمامت اوضرتعا وأ اوقفاوی مل مھنم ٪40 نم لقأ ّنأ دجن لاجرلا ءارآ

 يف ةیرورملا تاقانتخالا نم دیزت تارایسلل ّنھتدایق ّنأب دیفت يتلا ةرابعلا ىلع نضرتعی ءاسنلا نم ٪54 ّنأ ةساردلا ترھظأ  •

 .ةرابعلا هاجت نییباجیإ اوناك لاجرلا نم ٪45 نأ نیح يف ،ةكلمملا

 لالخ ةیرورم ثداوح يف نكراش دق )ةأرما 2,005( ةرایسلا ةدایقبً ایلعف نأدبو ةدایق صخر نلمحی يتاللا ءاسنلا نم 15.4٪ •

 نیح يف ،ةفیفط تاباصإ ىلإ تدأ اھنم ٪6.5و ،ةفیفط رارضأ اھنع جتن ثداوحلا هذھ نم ٪92.6 ّنإ الإ ،ةدایقلل نةتسرامم

 .تایفو ىلع تلمتشا ثداوح يأ دصر متی مل نكلو ،ةریطخ تاباصإ اھنع تمجن اھنم 0.9٪
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  ةرایسلل ةأرملا ةدایقل ةلمتحملا ةمعادلا تاسایسلا
 .ةساردلاب ةصاخلا ةنابتسالا يف ةدراولا ةلئسألا نع لاجرو ءاسن نم نیكراشملا تاباجإ ىلإ هاندأ ةدراولا جئاتنلا دنتست *

 ةدایق میلعت سرادم ددع ةدایز" لثم نایبتسالا تاحارتقا ضعب اودیأ نیكراشملا نم ٪70 نم رثكأ نأ ةساردلا جئاتن ترھظأ  •

 ةلاح نیسحت قیرط نع ةیرورملا ةمالسلا زیزعت" و ،"ةرایسلا ةدایق ىلع ةأرملا بیردت ةفلكت لیلقت" و ،"تادیسلل تارایسلا

 نع مھتبسن لقت نیكراشملا نم ةعومجم كانھ نكلو ." ةیرورملا ةیداشرإلا   تاحوللاو تارایسلا فقاومو تاعطاقتلاو قرطلا

 يف تارایسلل ةأرملا ةدایق لدابت عیجشتو معد" و "جراخلا نم تاقئاس فیظوتب حامسلا " لثم ىرخأ تاحارتقا اودیأ ٪ 30

 "ةدحاولا ةلحرلا

 .لاجرلا نم ٪ 74.8و ءاسنلا نم ٪ 90 نم برقی ام هّدیأ دقف ةرایسلا ةدایق ىلع ةأرملا بیردت ةفلكت ضفخ حارتقا اّمأ  •
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1 Introduction 
 
 

1.1 Women driving in Saudi Arabia  

The rights of women in Saudi Arabia have turned a cornerstone in recent years. In Safar 1434 (January 
2013), women were announced as members of the Nations consultative assembly and since 1436 
(2015) they have been allowed to run for office in municipal elections. The most recent change is the 
removal of the ban of women driving. In Muharram 1439 (September 2017) a royal decree granted 
women the right to drive, which came in force on the 10th of Shawwal 1439 AH (14 June 2018).  

Allowing women to drive envisages empowering women in the Kingdom and achieving the economic, 
social and environmental goals included in Vision 2030. Vision 2030 is an ambitious blueprint of long-
term goals and expectations that will help support the growth of the Kingdom. Its goals are centred 
around three themes: a vibrant society, a thriving economy and an ambitious nation. With the new 
rules allowing women to drive, Saudi Arabia’s Vision for the future is one step closer.  

 

1.2 The She Drives project  

She Drives KSA is a National Research Project about the impact of women driving on sustainable 
development and traffic safety in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The research is conducted by a team at 
the Imam Abdul Rahman bin Faisal University, in collaboration with Mobility as a Service Lab (MaaSLab) 
at University College London (UCL). 

The research coincides with the launch of an important event in the history of the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia; the permit for women to drive. The aim is to explore and monitor the transition period between 
the activation of the decree and women actually starting driving, the consequences of this decision 
and the preparatory procedures for its implementation. Special attention is paid to the impact that 
women driving might have on sustainable development (in terms of economy, environment and 
society) and traffic safety.  

The data for this research project is collected in two different phases: 

• The first phase was carried out before the 10th of Shawwal 1439 AH (14 June 2018) which is 
the official starting date of women driving. In this phase, it was studied and analysed the travel 
behaviour of women before they start driving, the intention to issue a driving license and 
purchase a car. It also studied the attitudes and perceptions of both men and women towards 
the social, economic, environmental and well-being impact that this decree may have. The 
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results of the first phase of the survey were presented in the report “She Drives KSA: Phase 1 
Survey Report” (Al-Garawi and Kamargianni, 20181).   

• The second phase takes place after women started driving. In July 2019, after one year that 
the decree of allowing women driving is active, the second phase of the survey was launched. 
It aimed at collecting the same information as in phase 1 to assess how the situation has 
changed. This report presents the analysis of the data collected only in the second phase (a 
comparison between phase 1 and phase 2 is not part of this report).   

 

1.3 Objective of the report  

The aim of this report is to provide the analysis of the descriptive statistics of the second phase of the 
KSA She Drives survey that took place one year after women started driving.  The report first analyses 
transport-related aspects for the households of the participants. Next, it focuses on the privately 
employed drivers of the participants’ households. Driving license possession or not of women is 
analysed next, while information is also provided about the driving schools they attended. Women’s 
travel behaviour is analysed as well by particularly emphasizing and comparing the travel behaviour of 
women who drive to those who do not drive. The car preferences of the participant women who have 
or are about to have a driving license is analysed next. Women and men attitudes and perceptions 
towards the social, economic, environmental and traffic safety impact that women starting driving may 
have follows in the analysis. Finally, potential policies to support the transition to women driving in the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia are presented to conclude the report. 

 

1.4 Survey and sample  

An on-line questionnaire was designed specifically for the needs of the SHE Drives KSA project – 
Phase 2. The questionnaire was structured in seven main sections:  

1. Personal information (presented to women and men participants): including socio- 
demographic characteristics of the respondent, such as age, gender, employment, education, 
residence, income and health.  

2. Household information (presented to female and male participants): including questions 
related to household size, role, income, car ownership and parking spaces.  

3. Household’s privately employed drivers (presented to female and male participants): including 
questions regarding the number of drivers, nationality of drivers, length of employment of 
drivers, incidents with drivers, satisfaction with drivers, changes in the number of households’ 
employed drivers since women started driving.  

4. Attitudes towards women driving (presented to female and male participants): including 
psychological statements about the social, economic, environmental, and safety impact of 
women driving; statements were rated on a 5-point Likert scale.  

 
1 Al-Garawi, N., M. Kamargianni, and M. Matyas (2018). She Drives KSA - Phase 1 Survey Results. Report. Available at: 
https://www.iau.edu.sa/sites/default/files/resources/she_drives_report_survey_results_0.pdf 
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5. Current travel behaviour (presented only to female participants): including questions about 
transport mode usage, modal shifts since women started driving, number of trips, travel cost, 
involvement in traffic accidents, and satisfaction with daily mobility.  

6. Possession of a driving license (presented only to female participants): including questions 
about driving license possession, reasons for not wanting to get a driving license, and 
attendance of driving schools and driving training for the women who have or are about to have 
a driving license. 

7. Car purchase (presented to female participants who hold or are about to hold a driving license): 
including questions about preferences for cars and car purchase. 

8. Policies to support women driving in the KSA (presented to female and male participants): a 
range of policies aimed at supporting women driving.  

To invite individuals to participate in this survey, several methods were used. The most common 
approach to invite participants was by sending text messages with the link of the on-line questionnaire 
to mobile phones. E-mail invitations were also sent to those who participated in the Phase 1 survey. 
The link of the questionnaire was also posted on social media (mainly twitter). The sample has been 
chosen randomly.  

In total, the sample used for the analysis in this report consists of 29,639 respondents. Both men and 
women participated in the survey; 20,543 women (69.3%) and 9,069 men (30.7%) participated in the 
survey. The survey was available to fill out in both Arabic and English, although 87% of respondents 
chose to fill it out in Arabic. Individuals from all the 13 provinces of Saudi Arabia were invited to 
participate in the survey; however, the participation was higher in the Riyadh province (53.1% of the 
sample lives in the Riyadh province). Respondents were awarded via a lottery system where they could 
receive transport related awards. The survey was carried out from June to November 2019, after one 
year of women driving has been completed.  

Due to the fact that the selection of the participants was random, as well as because the survey was 
administered on-line, there are several limitations in terms of the sample. It is anticipated that not all 
women have access to the internet and as such our sample includes only women who have access to 
the internet and women who also have the ability/skills to answer to on-line questionnaires. In 
addition, although we invited people from all over the Kingdom, the response to our invitation was 
higher in Riyadh followed by Eastern Province and Makkah leading to 87.2% of our sample to come 
from these provinces. The participation of women was considerably higher than participation of men. 
As such, the sample used for the analysis in this report is not representative of Saudi Arabia’s 
population.  
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1.5 Structure of the report  
 
The rest of the report is structured as follows: 

• Chapter 2: analyses transport related characteristics of the participants’ households, such as 
female and male household members driving license possession before and after women start 
driving, changes in household car ownership since women started driving, and parking spaces 
requirements.  

• Chapter 3: presents information about the privately employed drivers of the participants’ 
households and changes in the number of employed drivers since women started driving. 

• Chapter 4: offers statistics about driving license possession of participant women, compares 
the socio-demographic characteristics of the women who hold and do not hold a driving license, 
assesses changes in the employment status of women who got a driving license, presents 
details for the training schools and the cost women paid to get driving training and a license, 
while it also analyses the reasons why some of the female participants do not want to get a 
driving license. 

• Chapter 5: analyses the travel behaviour of the female participants, presents the modal shifts 
since women started driving, assesses women’s satisfaction regarding their daily mobility, while 
it also focuses further only on the travel behaviour and well-being of women who have a driving 
license. 

• Chapter 6: presents the preferences for cars of women who hold or are about to hold a driving 
license; it further analyses the preferences for cars of women who would like to or have already 
purchased a car, and explains the reasons why some of the women who have or are about to 
have a driving license will not purchase a car. 

• Chapter 7: analyses the psychological statements regarding the social impact of women driving 
may have. 

• Chapter 8: analyses the attitudes and perceptions of the male and female participants towards 
the economic and environmental impact that women driving may have. 

• Chapter 9: presents the attitudes of participants towards the traffic safety impact that women 
driving may have. 

• Chapter 10: concludes the report by presenting numerous policies that could be initiated to 
support the transition to women driving in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 
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2 Transport-related characteristics of the 
participants’ households  
 
This chapter presents the statistics about driving license ownership, vehicle ownership, car purchases 
and parking spaces for the participants’ households. The questions that analysed in this chapter have 
been asked to all the survey participants (both males and females) as they are about the household 
and how the fact that women started driving has affected driving license ownership for the household 
members, the household vehicle ownership and other related issues.  
Section 2.1 presents statistics regarding how many adult males and females there were in the 
household before and after women started driving (the whole sample is used for the analysis: 29,639 
observations). Section 2.2 includes statistics regarding the participants whose households have 
females who got a driving license and presents details for their driving training costs (sample used: 
17,642 observations). The travel behaviour of household’s women who got a driving license and have 
started actually driving is analysed in Section 2.3 (10,640 observations were used; the participants 
whose households have women who issued a driving license and have started actually driving). Section 
2.4 presents the participants’ household car ownership before and after women started driving, while 
also analyses the type of vehicles purchased (sample used: 17,642 observations). Finally, Section 2.5 
presents the requirements for parking spaces before and after women started driving for the 
households that have at least one woman who issued a driving license (17,642 observations).  
 
 

 

Chapter highlights 
 
Drivers in the household 

• Before women start driving, the 22.5% of the participants’ households had at least one woman 
who had a driving license. This license has been issued outside the Kingdom. After women started 
driving, the 65.6% of the participants’ households have at least one woman who already have a 
license. 

• The highest average number of female household members holding a driving license after 
women started driving is noticed in Riyadh. 

 
Female household members who issued a driving license: details for their driving training 

• The province with the highest percentage of households whose female members got training 
inside the Kingdom is Bahah (93.5%).  

• 50.5% of the participants declared that their household has paid 2,000 to 4,000 SAR for their 
female members to get training and issue a driving license. 
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Travel behaviour of female household members who got a driving license 
• 48% participants whose household has at least one woman with a driving license, declared that 

in their household one woman has actually started driving. 

• 38% of the participants stated that although their household have women who have a driving 
license, these women have not started yet.  

• 66% of the participants indicated that they are completely satisfied with the experience of women 
driving, while 24% are satisfied. 

• Only 1% declared that they are dissatisfied, and another 1% completely diastisfied. 
 
Participants’ household’s car-ownership – purchase of cars after women started driving 

• 72.6% of the participants declared that their household did not purchase any extra car since 
women started driving. 

• 24.1% declared that their household purchased one car and 3.3% two or more cars since women 
started driving. 

• The province where the most cars were purchased since women started driving is Riyadh. 
• 55.3% of the participants whose household purchase at least one car since women started 

driving, stated that their household purchased one new car, whereas 34.7% reported that they 
purchased one second-hand car. 

• The majority of the households that purchased a new car, purchased a sedan (36.6%), followed 
by small city car (33.4%, and) SUV (32.2%). 

• 42.5% of the households that purchased a second-hand car, the car type was small city car. 36% 
purchased sedan and 24.1% purchased SUV. 

 
Households’ parking space requirements 

• Before women started driving, 24.2% of the participants had 2 parking spaces within their 
residence, while after women started driving 25.8% had 2 parking spaces. 

• The demand for on-street uncovered parking spaces outside the residence increased from 
65.4% to 69.4%. 
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2.1 Drivers in the household 
 

• Before women start driving, the 22.5% of the participant households had at least one 
woman who had a driving license. This license has been issued outside the Kingdom. 
After women started driving 63.6% of households had at least one woman with a 
driving license. 

• The highest average number of female household members holding a driving license after 
women started driving is noticed in Riyadh. 

 

 
 
 

Average number of female household members 
who have a driving license –  
before women start driving 

 

Average number of female household members 
who have a driving license – 
 after women start driving 

 

44.4%

38.8%

9.9%

4.2%

1.5%

1.2%

77.5%

12.4%

4.4%

2.7%

1.5%

1.5%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%

0

1

2

3

4

5<

Number of female household members who have a driving license -
before & after women start driving

Before After



 
 

-26- 

 

• Before women start driving, 87.8% of the households had at least one adult male 
who hold a driving license. After women started driving, 84.5% of the households 
had at least one adult male holding a driving license. Maybe now, when a male 
become an adult, may not prioritise to issue a driving license as the female 
household members can drive and run household errands by themselves.  

• In terms of males holding a driving license before and after women started driving, it seems 
that there is no considerable difference when this is cross-analysed per province. 
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2.2 Female household members who issued a driving license: details for 
their driving training 
 

•  84% of the participants’ households that have at least one female with a driving 
license, declared that the females got the driving training inside the Kingdom, while 
there is an 8% that took training outside the Kingdom and an another 8% that have 
got training outside and inside the Kingdom (some of the female members took 
training in the Kingdom, while some outside the Kingdom). 

• The province with the highest percentage of households whose female members got training 
inside the Kingdom is Bahah (93.5%). Whereas the lowest is in Jawf (59.5%). 

• The highest percentage of households whose female members got training outside the 
Kingdom is Eastern Province (27.8%).  
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• 50.5% of the participants declared that their household has paid 2,000 to 4,000 
SAR for their female members to get training and issue a driving license. Of course, 
this amount depends on the number of women in each household who issued a 
driving license. 

 
 

 
 

  

32.6%

50.5%

10.4%

3.5%

2.9%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

< 2,000 SAR

 2,000 SAR < 4,000 SAR

 4,000 SAR < 6,000 SAR

 6,000 SAR < 8,000 SAR

 8,000 SAR <

Amount the households paid for the driving training of their female 
members since women started driving

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Ar Riyad

Qassim

Makkah

Madinah

Ha'il

Jawf

Tabuk

Northern Borders

'Asir

Jizan

Najran

Bahah

Eastern Province

Ce
nt

er
W

es
t

N
or

th
So

ut
h

Ea
st

Cost for the training and driving license of the household's females 
since women started driving per province

< 2,000 SAR  2,000 SAR < 4,000 SAR  4,000 SAR < 6,000 SAR

 6,000 SAR < 8,000 SAR  8,000 SAR <



 
 

-29- 

2.3 Travel behaviour of female household members who got a driving 
license 
 

 
 

• 48% participants whose household has at least one woman with a driving license, 
declared that in their household one woman has actually started driving, while 
10% of the participants declared that two women started actually driving. 

• 38% of the participants stated that although their household have women who have a 
driving license, these women have not started yet.  

• The most popular purposes of the trips that household’s women who have driving licenses 
do, are work/education (81.3%), followed by running errands (69.2%), and visiting relatives 
(47.2%). 
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• 66% of the participants indicated that they are completely satisfied with the 
experience of women driving, while 24% are satisfied. 

• Only 1% declared that they are dissatisfied, and another 1% completely dissatisfied. 
• In general, it seems that the vast majority of our sample is satisfied with the experience of 

women driving. 
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2.4 Household’s private vehicle ownership – purchase of cars after women 
started driving 
 

 
 

• The majority of the participants reported that they owned one (36%) or two (28%) cars. 
 

• The highest car ownership rate for our sample is noticed in the Riyadh province. 
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• 72.6% of the participants declared that their household did not purchase any extra 
car since women started driving. 

• 24.1% declared that their household purchased one car and 3.3% two or more cars since 
women started driving. 

• The province where the most cars were purchased since women started driving is Riyadh. 
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• 55.3% of the participants whose household purchased a car, stated that their 
household purchased one new car, whereas 34.7% reported that they purchased a 
second-hand car. 

• The province that has the highest average number of new cars purchased is Eastern Province, 
while the province with the highest average number of second-hand purchased cars is Jawf. 
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• The majority of the households that purchased a new car, purchased a sedan (36.6%), 
followed by small city car (33.4%, and) SUV (32.2%). 

• 42.5% of the households that purchased a second-hand car, the car type was small city 
car. 36% purchased sedan and 24.1% purchased SUV. 
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• 42.5% of participants stated that their household payed between 50,000 to 100,000 
SAR to purchase cars, whereas 37% stated that they payed less than 50,000 SAR. 

• 58.3% of the households in Tabuk payed less than 50,000 SAR to purchase cars, whereas 
57.7% of the households in Northern Borders payed from 50,000 to 100,000 SAR. 

• 15.9% of the households in Jazan payed from 100,000 to 150,000 SAR to purchase cars. 
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2.5 Households’ parking space requirements 
 

• 10% of the participants declared that before women start driving their household had 
no parking spaces within the residence, while this percentage increased to 16% since 
women started driving. This may be due to moving homes, but this question was not 
included in the questionnaire to further analyse this finding.  

• Before women started driving, 24.2% of the participants had 2 parking spaces within their 
residence, while after women started driving 25.8% had 2 parking spaces. 

• The demand for on-street uncovered parking spaces outside the residence increased from 
65.4% to 69.4%. 
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3 Privately employed drivers 
 
This chapter presents information about the households’ privately employed drivers. Section 3.1 
presents the changes in the households privately employed drivers by comparing the drivers the 
households employ before and after women started driving (the whole sample is used 29,639 
observations). Section 3.2 presents the statistics about the number of drivers the households currently 
employ, the nationality of the drivers and the household expenses for the drivers (the sample for this 
analysis includes only the 8,059 participants whose household employ at least one driver. Section 3.3 
concludes this chapter by presenting the level of satisfaction of the participants with their employed 
drivers (again the 8,059 observations are used for the analysis). 
 
 

 

Chapter highlights 
 
Employment of private drivers before and after women started driving 

• 45.7% of the participant households were employing private drivers before women start driving. 
After women started driving, this percentage dropped to 27.2% 

• 90.6% of the participants stated that this change is related to the fact that women started driving. 
• The province that has the highest percentage of households that employ at least one driver before 

women start driving is Riyadh (55.2%). Since women started driving, this percentage dropped to 
34% (21.2% decrease).  

 
Households that currently employ driver(s) 

• The majority of the participant households employ one driver (88.5%), while 9.2% of the employ 
two drivers. 

• The majority of the drivers are non-Saudi. 69% come from India and 5.4% from Bangladesh. 
• 59.9% of the households pay less than 2,000 SAR (in total) for the drivers (including allowances), 

whereas 35.5% of the households pay between 2,000 to 4,000 SAR per month.  
 
Satisfaction with employed driver(s) 

• The majority of the participants seem to be satisfied with their drivers. 
• The most common incident that the participants have faced with their drivers is lack of 

professionalism and poor personal hygiene. 
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3.1 Employment of private drivers in the household before and after 
women started driving 
 

 
 

• 27.2% of the participants reported that they currently employ at least one private 
driver in their household. Before women start driving the 45.7% of the whole 
sample employed at least one private driver. There is a significant decrease in the 
employment of private drivers.   

• 90.6% of the households that decreased their number of drivers, declared that this change is 
related to the fact that women started driving. 
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•  It seems that all the households regardless their monthly income, have fired 
driver(s). 
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Households employing drivers – before women start driving (%) 

 
 

Households employing drivers – after women start driving (%) 

 
 

 
 

• Based on our sample, the province that has the highest percentage of households 
that employ at least one driver before women start driving is Riyadh, where 55.2% 
of the participant households employ at least one driver. The second province is 
Makkah (38%), and the third one is Eastern Province (37.8%). 

• Since women started driving, the percentage of the households that employ at least one 
driver dropped. The biggest decrease is noticed in Riyadh, where now 34% of the 
households employ at least one driver (21.2% decrease). In Makkah now, 21.4% of the 
participant households employ at least one driver, while in Eastern province 14.7%. 
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3.2 Households that currently employ private drivers 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 

 

• The majority of the households employ one driver with 88.5%, and 9.2% of the 
households employ two drivers. 

• 72.9% of the households reported that their main driver has been working for them for 0-5 
years, and 18.2% of the households for 6-10 years. 

• The majority of the drivers are non-Saudi. More specifically, 69% come from India, 5.4% are 
Bangladeshi, and 13% have some other nationality. 
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• In 79.5% of the participant households, one driver stays at the residence, whereas 
in 13.5% of the households the drivers do not stay at the residence.  

• Regarding the number of drivers living at the residence per household income, it is revealed 
that households with higher income tend to have more drivers living within the residence. 
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• 59.9% of the households pay less than 2,000 SAR for the drivers in total including 
allowances, whereas 35.5% of the households pay between 2,000 to 4,000 SAR per 
month.  

• The majority of the households regardless the income level, pay less than 2,000 SAR for their 
drivers’ salaries. 12.2% of the households that have monthly income more than 50,000 SAR 
pay for their drivers more than 4,000 SAR in total.  
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3.3  Satisfaction with the employed drivers 
 

 
 

• When the participants were asked how satisfied they are with the drivers they 
employ in general, the majority (35.4%) answered that they are satisfied. 9.7% 
answered that they are completely satisfied, while 32% were neutral. 15% answered 
that they are dissatisfied, and 8% completely dissatisfied.   

• The most common incident that the participants have faced with their drivers is lack of 
professionalism with 54.3%, and poor personal hygiene with 44.7%. Next is difficulty in 
communication with 43.8% and speeding with 37.4%. 
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4 Women issuing a driving license  
 
This chapter presents information about the female participants who issued or not a driving license. 
Section 4.1 presents descriptive statistics for the female participants regarding possession or not of a 
driving license (the whole female sample is used for the analysis, 20,543 observations). Section 4.2 
analyses and compares the sociodemographic characteristics of women who have or are about to have 
a driving license to those who do not have a driving license and do not plan to issue one (the female 
sample is used for the analysis; 20,543 observations). Section 4.3 analyses the changes of women who 
started driving in terms of their employment status and personal income (the sample used for this 
analysis is 10,624 women who have actually started driving). The details about the driving schools and 
the driving training that women drivers received are presented in section 4.4 (the 15,911 women who 
already hold a driving license or they are currently undertaken training were used for the analysis). 
Section 4.5 concludes this chapter by presenting the reasons why some of the participant women do 
not want to issue a driving license (sample used for the analysis: 1,910 observations). 
 
 

 
Chapter highlights 

 
Possession of a driving license 

• 63.5% of the participant women hold a driving license. 13.9% are currently taking training to 
issue a driving license, 13.3% are planning to get a driving license in the future, while only 9.3% 
do not have a driving license and do not plan to issue one. 

• Riyadh is the province that has the most female participants who hold or are about to hold a 
driving license (96.7%). 

 
Comparison of sociodemographic characteristics of women who have or about to have a 
driving license and women who do not have one 

• By comparing the socio-demographic characteristics of women who have or about to have a 
driving license to the women who do not have a driving license, no considerable difference is 
identified. 

 
Changes in employment status of women who have a driving license 

• 15.6% stated that their employment status has changed due to the fact that now they drive. 

• 64.2% of the women who hold a driving license stated that now that can drive, their personal 
income has increased due to the fact that they found a job or a higher-paying job. 

 



 
 

-47- 

Driving training schools women attend 
• 37% paid less than 2,000 SAR for the driving lessons, 28% paid 2,500 to 3,000 SAR, while 23.8% 

paid between 2,000 to 2,500 SAR. 
• The average waiting time for registering to a driving school is 6.4 months, while the average 

waiting time to start the training is 6.4 months. 
• In most driving schools the majority of the participant women paid up to 2,000 SAR in order to 

receive their training and get a driving license 
 
Reasons for not issuing a driving license 

• The most popular reason for women who do not have a driving license and do not plan to get 
one is that they prefer to be escorted. 
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4.1 Possession of a driving license  
 

 
 
 

• 63.5% of the participant women hold a driving license. 13.9% are currently taking 
training to issue a driving license, 13.3% are planning to start training in the future, 
while only 9.3% do not have a driving license and do not plan to issue one. 

• 92.2% of the female participants issued or are about to issue their driving license within the 
Kingdom. 5.9% have issued their driving license outside the Kingdom before women start 
driving, while only the 1.9% have issued a driving license outside the Kingdom after women 
start driving. 

• Riyadh is the province that has the most female participants who hold or are about to hold 
a driving license (96.7%). Tabuk is in the second position with 87.4%, and Makkah in the third 
with 81.2%. 
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4.2 Socio-demographic characteristics of women who have or are about 
to issue a driving license compared to women who do not have a driving 
license 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

• The majority of the participant women who have a driving license or they are about 
to issue one is 26 to 35 years old. 92.5% of the 25 to 36 years old women hold or are 
about to hold a license. Taking into account the whole women sample 43% of those 
who hold a license are between 26 to 35 years old. 

• 28% of the women who are over 56 years old do not have and they do not plan to issue a 
driving license. Taking into account the whole sample, women over 56 years old seem that 
they do not prioritise to issue a driving license, as only 1.1% holds a license. 

• It seems that there is no considerable difference in having or not a driving license when it 
is analysed by marital status.  
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• As household income is getting higher, more women seem to have or about to have 
a driving license.  

• Households with no income have the lowest number of women having a driving 
license.  

• 31% of women who do not have a driving license have received elementary or no education. 
•  Only 8% of women who have received higher education do not have a driving license. 
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• 13% of the unemployed women do not have a driving license, while 87% of them 
hold or are about to hold one in the near future. 

• Only 6% of the employed women do not have a driving license. The vast majority 
(94%) holds or is about to hold a driving license.  

• Women who are freelancers seem to have the lowest percentage of women who do not 
have a license. Only 4% of the freelancers do not have a driving license. 

• Women who work for the private sector have the second highest percentage of holding a 
driving license. 
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• All of the participant women who work for the agricaltural sector hold a driving 
license (100%). 

• The second employement field with the highest percentage of women holding a 
driving license is finance (97%). This is followed by the business and engineering sectors, 
where only 4% of the women who work for these sectors do not hold a license. 

• The highest percentage of women who do not have a driving license work for the education 
sector (8%). However, this is still a very low percentage as 92% of the women who work in 
the education field hold or are about to hold a driving license. 
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4.3 Changes in employment status of women who have a driving license 
 

 

 

 
 

• 15.6% of the participant women stated that their employment status has changed 
due to the fact that now they drive. This is a very significant finding showing that 
allowing women driving can actually contribute to women empowerment in the 
workforce. 

• 64.2% of the women who hold a driving license stated that now that can drive, their personal 
income has increased due to the fact that they found a job or a better job. 
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4.4 Details for the driving training schools women attend 
 

 
 
 

• As the majority of the participants lives in the Riyadh province, it is obvious that they 
attended the Saudi Driving School of Princess Noura University (88%). 3.8% got/get their 
driving training at the Tabuk University Driving School and 3.7% at the Sharg Driving 

School in Imam Abdulrahman bin Faisal University in Dammam. 

• 37% paid less than 2,000 SAR for the driving lessons, 28% paid 2,500 to 3,000 SAR, while 23.8% 
paid between 2,000 to 2,500 SAR. 
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Cost of receiving driving training per driving school 
  Less than 

2,000 SAR 
2,000 SAR < 
2,500 SAR 

2,500 SAR < 
3,000 SAR 

3,000 SAR < 
3,500 SAR 

3,500 SAR < 
4,000 SAR 

More than 
4000 SAR 

Saudi Driving 
School of 
Princess Noura 
University in 
Riyadh 

38.6% 24.2% 26.7% 5.7% 2.6% 2.2% 

Jeddah Advanced 
Driving School in 
King Abdulaziz 
University 

24.6% 25.6% 37.2% 6.8% 3.8% 2.1 

Sharg Driving 
School in Imam 
Abdulrahman bin 
Faisal University 
in Dammam 

18% 16.7% 43.3% 12.0% 7.3% 2.7% 

Tabuk University 
Driving School 24.7% 22.9% 39.0% 5.1% 2.9% 5.5% 

Qassim 
University 
Driving School 

33.3% 16.7% 22.2% 11.1% 0.0% 0.0% 

Saudi Aramco 
Driving School 43.9% 14.6% 17.1% 14.6% 2.4% 7.3% 

Other 63.9% 14.5% 13.3% 3.6% 2.4% 2.4% 
 

• In most driving schools the majority of the participant women paid up to 2,000 SAR 
in order to receive their training and get a driving license. 
• A considerable percentage of women participants has paid 2,000 SAR to 3,000 SAR 

for their driving training.  
• The highest percentage of women who paid more than 4,000 SAR to receive their training 

is in the Saudi Aramco driving school (7.3%). 
• The average waiting time for registering to a driving school is 6.5 months, while the average 

waiting time to start the training is 6.6 months. The waiting times are quite high, but it is 
expected as the demand for issuing a driving license in the Kingdom is high. 
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• Due to the high waiting time to register to a driving school and start driving lessons, 
some women decided to get private trainers to save some time. 21.7% of our female 
sample has hired a private trainer, while they are also registered to a driving school. 

• 33.1% of the women who has hired a private trainer have paid 500 to 1000 SAR for this 
extra training. 31.8% has paid less than 500 SAR for the private trainer. 
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4.5 Reasons for not issuing a driving license 
 

 
 
 

• The most popular reason for women who do not have a driving license and do not 
plan to get one is that they prefer to be escorted. 24.8% of these women agreed or 
completely agreed with this statement.  

• The second most popular reason for not wanting to issue a driving license is because they 
are afraid. 21% of women agree or completely agree with this statement. 

• The third most popular reason is that they are against to women driving. 
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5 Women’s travel behaviour   
 
This chapter analyses the travel behaviour of the participant women. In section 5.1, the modal shifts 
are presented; the primary transport modes that women were using before and after women start 
driving are analysed in detail (the whole female sample -20,543- is used for the analysis). Section 5.2 
analyses the characteristics of women’s current travel behaviour (again the whole female sample is 
used here – 20,543 observations). Section 5.3 presents the attitudes and perceptions of all female 
participants (20,543) towards daily mobility. Sections 5.4 and 5.5 focus only on the women who have 
a driving license (13,045 observations) and present statistics about their travel behaviour, and their 
attitudes and perceptions towards driving and their lifestyle accordingly. 
 
 

 

Chapter highlights 
 
Modal shifts 

• Before women start driving, 61.4% of female participants were using a household private car as 
a passenger as their primary transport mode. After women started driving, only 39.7% of the 
female participants use the same mode.  

• 37.7% of the female participants use a household private car as drivers after women started 
driving. 

• The biggest modal shift is noticed in the household private car – as a passenger. 22.7% of 
women who were using a household private car as a passenger before women start driving, 
they have now become drivers of a private household car.  

• The use of ridehailing has dropped significantly (by 13.9%) after women have started driving. 
The highest drop is noticed in Riyadh (17.5% decrease). 

• The province that household private car – as a passenger use is the highest before women start 
driving, is Asir (71.7%) followed by Qassim (69.4%). 

• The highest percentage of women driving a household private car is noticed in Riyadh (45.3%), 
followed by Qassim (29.9%), and Ash Sharqiyah (26.7%) 

• 26.0% of household private car – as a passenger - users was 36 to 45 years old. After women 
started driving this percentage dropped to 23%. 

 
Travel behaviour of all female participants 

• The average number of trips per week using a household private car as drivers is 6.3, while as 
passengers 5.9. 

• The average travel time for one-way trips is about the same for all the car-based modes 
(household car either as a driver or a passenger, taxi and ridehailing; about 25 minutes). 
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Travel behaviour of all female participants (continue) 

• Most of the participant women pay up to 1,000 SAR for their transport per month. 37.7% 
pays 500 to 1,000 SAR, while 31.7% pays up to 500 SAR.  

• The monthly travel expenses of women are mainly paid by themselves (53.4%). 
• The most popular trip purposes for using their primary transport mode is work/education and 

entertainment (78.2%). The second most popular trip purpose is running errands. 

 

Women’s attitudes and perceptions towards their daily mobility 
• When comparing the attitudes and perceptions towards daily mobility of women who have or 

are about to have a driving license to the women who do not have a driving license, no 
considerable differences are noticed. 

• The only considerable difference is noticed in the statement “I am happy with being driven”, 
where those who have a license disagree with the statement, while those who do not have a 
license, they neither agree nor disagree. 

 
Female drivers travel behaviour 

• 74.7% of the participant women who already hold a driving license, drive frequently (on a daily 
basis or several times per week). 23.2% of them drive occasionally (once in a while), while 2.2% 
only in emergencies.  

• 56.5% of them, drive their siblings; 50.4% drive their kids, while 43.5% drive their parents. 
• The most popular trip purpose for women driving is for work / education (73.3%). 

 
Female driver’s attitudes and perceptions towards driving and wellbeing 

• The majority of the women who drive completely agree with the statements that they feel 
independent, happy, confident and that they are proud of themselves. 

• 63.4% of the women who drive, completely agrees with the statement that now they can drive 
to their activities without being dependent on someone else to drive them. 
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5.1 Modal shifts: Primary transport mode used before and after women 
start driving 
 

 
 
 

• Before women start driving, 61.4% of female participants were using a household 
private car as a passenger as their primary transport mode. 5.9% were using taxi, 
while 28.4% were using ridehailing (UBER / Kareem). 

• After women started driving, 37.7% of the female participants use a household private car 
as driver as their primary transport mode. 39.7% use a household private vehicle as a 
passenger, while only 14.5% use ridehailing (UBER / Kareem), and 4% taxi. 

• The biggest decrease after women started driving has been noticed in the percentage of 
“household private car – as a passenger. 

• It is worth-noting that the use of ridehailing has also dropped significantly (by 13.9%) after 
women have started driving. 
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• 26.0% of household private car – as a passenger - users was 36 to 45 years old. After 
women started driving this percentage dropped to 23%.  

• 44.3% of women who drive a household private car is between 26 to 35 years. 30.7% 
is between 36 to 45 years old, while 16.5% is between 18 to 25 years old. 

• Both before and after women start driving, ridehailing (Uber / Kareem) is used the most by 
the age group of 26 to 35 and 18 to 25 years old. The younger generation is quite familiar with 
technology and smartphones and it seems to be easy and attractive to use this mode of 
transport. 

• 51.6% of ridehailing users was 26 to 35 % years old before women start driving. This 
percentage dropped to 49% after women started driving.  
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Primary transport mode used after women start driving per 
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18-25 26-35 36-45 46-55 Over 56



 
 

-62- 

Primary transport mode before women start driving: 
household private car as a passenger 

 
 

Primary transport mode after 
women start driving:  

household private car as passenger 

 
 

Primary transport mode after 
women start driving:  

household private car as driver 

 
 

 

• Based on our female sample, the province that household private car – as a passenger 
use is the highest before women start driving, is Asir with 71.7% of women using this 
mode. The second province with the highest score is Qassim with 69.4%.  

• After women started driving, household private car – as a passenger usage is still the highest in 
Asir (57.9%), followed by Al Bahah (56.7%) and Al Jawf (56.4%). 

• After women started driving, the highest percentage of women driving a household private car 
is noticed in Riyadh (45.3%), followed by Qassim (29.9%), and Ash Sharqiyah (26.7%). 

• The lowest percentage of women driving a car as their primary transport mode is noticed in Al 
Bahah (13.3%), in Narjan (18.5%), and in Al Jawf (20%). 
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Primary transport mode before women start driving:  
Ridehailing (UBER / Kareem) 

 

 
 

Primary transport mode after women start driving:  
Ridehailing (UBER / Kareem) 

 
 

 

• Based on our female sample, before women start driving, ridehailing was the most 
popular primary transport mode in Riyadh (30.9%), followed by Tabuk (30.2%), and 
Makkah (28.9%). 

• However, after the lifting of the ban on women driving, the usage of ridehailing in Riyadh 
dropped to 13.4% for our sample.  

• After women started driving, ridehailing is most popular in Tabuk with 21.9%, and in Makkah 
with 21.7%. But compared to the percentages before women start driving, the usage of 
ridehailing has dropped in both provinces. 
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Modal shifts 
From Switched to 

Household's private car - 
as a passenger  

61.40% Household's private car - as driver 22.72% 

  
Household's private car - as a 
passenger (has not changed) 35.02% 

    Taxi 0.57% 
    Uber/Kareem 2.17% 
    Bus 0.21% 
    Other 0.7% 
Taxi 5.90% Household's private car - as driver 1.91% 

    
Household's private car - as a 
passenger 0.69% 

    Taxi (has not changed) 2.52% 
    Uber/Kareem 0.55% 
    Bus 0.03% 
    Other 0.17% 

Ridehailing (Uber / 
Kareem) 
  

28.40% Household's private car - as driver 12.07% 

  
Household's private car - as a 
passenger 3.31% 

    Taxi  0.76% 
    Uber/Kareem (has not changed) 11.41% 
    Bus 0.13% 
    Walking 0.74% 
Bus 2.00% Household's private car - as driver 0.35% 

    
Household's private car - as a 
passenger 0.30% 

    Taxi  0.06% 
    Uber/Kareem  0.11% 
    Bus (has not changed) 1.16% 
    Other 0.03% 
Other 2.30% Household's private car - as driver 0.66% 

    
Household's private car - as a 
passenger 0.34% 

    Taxi  0.08% 
    Uber/Kareem  0.24% 
    Bus 0.03% 
    Other (has not changed) 0.96% 

 

• The biggest modal shift is noticed in the household private car – as a passenger. 22.7% 
of women who were using a household private car as a passenger before women start 
driving, they have become drivers of a private household vehicle after the lift of the ban.  
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5.2 Characteristics of all women’s current travel behaviour: number of 
trips, travel time and expenses 
 

 
 

 
 

• The average number of trips per week using a household private car as drivers is 6.3, 
while as passengers 5.9.  

• Participant women who use ridehailing, conduct 6.5 one-way trips per week on average. 
• More or less the average number of one-way trips conducted in a week is the same for all the 

primary transport modes. 
• The average travel time for one-way trips is about the same for all the car-based modes 

(household car either as a driver or a passenger, taxi and ridehailing). 
• The highest average travel time for one-way trips is noticed for bus (43.9 min); that is 

absolutely plausible since bus makes frequent stops and the travel speed is lower. 
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• Most of the participant women pay up to 1,000 SAR for their transport per month. 
37.7% pays 500 to 1,000 SAR, while 31.7% pays up to 500 SAR.  

• The monthly travel expenses of women are mainly paid by themselves (53.4%). For the 41.2% 
of our female sample the travel expenses are covered by the head of their household. 

• Surprisingly, the 62.1% of the bus users pay 500 to 1,000 SAR per month. The cost of using the 
bus seems to be higher compared to other transport modes. This may be due to the frequency 
the women use the bus, or due to the fact that may cover longer distances. 

• 42.2% of women who drive a car, pay up to 500 SAR per month, while 35.9% pay 500 to 1,000 
SAR. 

• 20.7% of ridehailing users pay up to 500 SAR per month, 39.8% pay 500 to 1,000 SAR, while 
20.7% pay 1,000 to 1,500 SAR. 

2.5%

3.3%

8.3%

13.8%

37.7%

31.7%

2.8%

0% 20% 40%

More than 2,500 SAR

2,000 SAR < 2,500 SAR

1,500 SAR < 2,000 SAR

1,000 SAR < 1,500 SAR

500 SAR < 1,000 SAR

<500 SAR

I don't know

Monthly travel expenses

53.4%41.2%

3.9% 1.5%

Person who covers the 
travel expenses

Myself
Head of the household
Other household member
My employer or other

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Household private car as a driver
Household private car as a passenger

Taxi
Ridehailing (UBER / Kareem)

Bus
Walking

Other

Monthly travel expenses per transport mode

<500 SAR 500 SAR < 1,000 SAR 1,000 SAR < 1,500 SAR 1,500 SAR < 2,000 SAR
2,000 SAR < 2,500 SAR More than 2,500 SAR I don't know



 
 

-67- 

 
 

 
 

• The most popular trip purposes for using their primary transport mode is 
work/education and entertainment (78.2%). The second most popular trip purpose is 
running errands. 

• The most popular reason for using their primary transport mode is price, that has been chosen 
by the 52.1% of the female participants. The second reason is comfort, and the third is privacy. 

• When women are passengers of a household private car, then the car is usually be driven by 
their personal driver (45.7%), or by their husband (27.8%). 

 

 

78.2%
78.2%

48.9%
52.7%

39.1%
52.3%

44.8%
63.5%

17.7%
10.0%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Work/Education
Entertainment

Visiting doctors
Visiting relatives

Visiting friends
Shopping

Dropping kids to school
Running errands

Driving around
Other

Trip purposes for using the current primary transport mode

49.8%
13.6%

28.6%
52.1%

15.3%
25.2%

42.0%
28.8%

44.7%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Comfort
Travel Time
Ease of use

Price
Family demand

Safety
Security

Availability
Privacy

Reasons for choosing the primary transport mode

27.8%
2.9%

8.8%
10.0%

2.7%
45.7%

2.1%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Husband
Son

Brother
Father

Another household member
Personal driver

Other
Person driving the private car when women are passengers



 
 

-68- 

 
 
 

• When women were asked what they usually do while travelling, most of them -both 
those who drive and those who do not drive - declared that they focus on the road 
(79.4% and 79.6% accordingly). 

• The second most popular activity for those who drive is listening to music. While for the 
women who do not drive, the second most popular activity is using social media. 

• 36% of the women who do not drive stated that they surf the web, while there is also a 6% of 
women who drive that do the same activity.  

• Surprisingly, 18.3% of the women who drive, declared that they read the Holy Quran. They 
may do this when they stop at the traffic lights, or they may listen someone reading the Holy 
Quran on the radio.  

• In general, it seems that women who drive make several activities while they drive that may 
destruct their attention from driving safely. 
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5.3 Women’s attitudes and perceptions towards their daily mobility 
 

 
 

• No considerable differences are noticed when we compare the attitudes and perceptions 
towards daily mobility of the women who have or are about to have a driving license to the 
women who do not have a driving license.  

• The only considerable difference is noticed in the statement “I am happy with being driven”. 
Those who have a license disagree with the statement (average score is 2.2), while those who 
do not have a license, they neither agree nor disagree (average score is 3.2). 

• Both women who have a driving license and women who do not have one stated that they 
neither agree nor disagree with the statement about satisfaction with the transport mode they 
currently use for their daily mobility. 
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15.1%
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Driving other 
household members
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5.4 Female driver’s travel behaviour  
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

• The majority of the participant women who already hold a driving license, drive 
frequently (74.7%; on a daily basis or several times per week). 23.2% of them drive 
occasionally (once in a while), while 2.2% only in emergencies. 

•  The impressive percentage of 84.9% of the women who hold a driving license they usually drive 
another person.  

• 56.5% of the women who hold a driving license, drive their siblings; 50.4% drive their kids, while 
43.5% drive their parents. 
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• The average number of trips (one-way) that women who hold a driving license 
conduct per week by driving a household private car is 8.  

• In general, it is noticed that participant women made less trips before women started 
driving regardless the transport mode.  

• The most popular trip purpose for women driving is for work / education (73.3%). The second 
most popular purpose is for running errands (70%), and the third is for visiting friends (51.5%). 
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5.5 Female driver’s attitudes and perceptions towards driving and 
wellbeing 
 

 
 
 

• The majority of the women who drive completely agree with the statements that they 
feel independent, happy, confident and that they are proud of themselves.  

• 66.1% of them completely disagree with the statement regarding being concerned about 
what the community thinks about them driving.   
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• 63.4% of the women who drive, completely agrees with the statement that now they 
can drive to their activities without being dependent on someone else to drive them. 
23.4% agrees with this statement, while only a minor percentage disagrees. 

• In addition, the majority of the female drivers completely agree (63%) or agree (27.1%) with 
the statement that travelling has become more flexible now.  

• Women who drive also stated that now they spend more money for their travelling. When 
this statement is cross-analysed with the number of trips women conducted before and after 
the lifting of the ban, then it is noticed that the number of their trips has now been increased.  

• Women who drive also stated that driving has changed their lifestyle in a positive way. 59.4% 
and 28.8% completely agree and agree accordingly with this statement. 

• However, they also agreed to the fact that now that they drive, the number of activities that 
they can do to make their travel time productive has been limited. 
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6 Women’s preferences for cars 
 
 
Chapter 6 presents the preferences of participant women who have or are about to have a driving 
license for cars. Section 6.1 presents information for women who have already purchased a car, are 
planning to purchase a car and do not planning to purchase a car (sample used for the analyses: 18,633 
observations). Section 6.2 presents the car preferences of women who already have a car or are 
planning to purchase one (sample used: the 17,571 women who answered that they have a car or are 
planning to get one). Section 6.3 concludes the chapter by presenting the reasons why some of the 
participant women who have or are about to have a driving license indicated that they are not planning 
to buy a car (observations used for the analysis: 1,062). 
 
 
 
 

 
Chapter highlights 

 
Car purchase intention  

• 73.5% of the women who have a driving license or are about to have one, reported that they will 
purchase a car for themselves in the future; 20.8% of the women reported that they have already 
purchased a car for themselves, and 5.7% of the women are not planning on purchasing a car. 

Preferences for cars 
• 81.7% of women who  have a driving license or will have a driving license reported that they have 

a brand new car or they are planning on purchasing a brand new one. 

• Women from households with higher income levels seem to prefer purchasing brand new cars. 
• Regarding the budget allocated for purchasing a car, 39.8% of the women who have or are about 

to have a driving license reported that the budget is less than 50,000 SAR, 42.5% that is from 
50,000 to 100,000 SAR, and 17.7% that is more than 100,000 SAR. 

• 66.1% of the women reported that they (will) cover the cost of purchasing a car by themselves, 
28% the head of the household, and 5.9% other household member, someone else. 

• 71.2% of the women reported that the car is or will be registered on their name, and 28.8% 
registered on somebody else. 

• Regarding the type of the car, 27.7% of the women selected sedan, 23.8%, SUV, 40.1% small city 
car, 8.2%  a sports car, and 0.2% a pickup truck. 

• More than 70% of the women reported that criteria such as safety, price, stability, and fuel 
consumption are completely important when it is to purchase a car.  
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Preferences for cars (continue) 
• The most important sources of information when a woman is to purchase a car are 

customer reviews or word of mouth (family/friends) with 87.3% and 87.4% respectively.  
 

Reasons for not planning on purchasing a car 
• The most common reason for not planning purchasing a car is that they cannot afford it (73.7%). 

29.8% of the women who are not planning on purchasing a car reported that it is because they 
use an existing car of their household. 
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6.1 Car purchase intention of women who have or are about to have a 
driving license  
 
 

• 73.5% of the women who have a driving license or are about to have one, reported 
that they will purchase a car for themselves in the future; 20.8% of the women 
reported that they have already purchased a car for themselves, and 5.7% of the 
women are not planning on purchasing a car. 

• Regarding the planning of purchasing a car per household income, it is revealed that as the 
household income increases, women tend to have already purchased a car for themselves. 
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5.7%

Are you planning to purchase a car for yourself?

Yes, I have already purchased
a car for myself

Yes, I will purchase a car in the
future
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purchasing a car for myself
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Intention to purchase a car per household monthly income

Yes, I have already purchased a car for myself

Yes, I will purchase a car in the future

No, I am not planning on purchasing a car for myself
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• In the Northern Borders province, 23.3% of the participant women who have or are 
about to have a driving license stated that they have already purchased a car for 
themselves, while 74.4% stated that they would like to purchase one in the future. 

• 85% of the female participants who have or are about to have a driving license and live in 
the Bahah province reported that they will purchase a car in the future. 
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6.2 Preferences for cars of women who have purchased or are about to 
purchase a car 

 
 

  
 

 
  

81.7%

18.3%

Condition of purchased 
or to be purchased car

Brand new car
Second-hand car

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

18-25

26-35

36-45

46-55

Over 56

Condition of purchased or to be 
purchased car per age-group

Brand new car Second-hand car

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Nothing

< 10,000 SAR

10,000 SAR < 20,000 SAR

20,000 SAR < 30,000 SAR

30,000 SAR < 40,000 SAR

 40,000 SAR < 50,000 SAR

 50,000 SAR <

Condition of purchased or to be purchased car 
per household monthly income

Brand new car Second-hand car

• 81.7% of women who  have a driving license or will have a driving license reported that 
they have a brand new car or they are planning on purchasing a brand new one. 

• Regarding the age groups, it is revealed that older women tend to purchase a brand new car 
more than younger women. 

• When the household monthly income is taken into account, households with higher income 
levels tend to prefer purchasing brand new cars. 
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39.8%

42.5%

10.7%

3.9%

1.6%

0.9%

0.6%
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 50,000 < 100,000 SAR
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Budget allocated for purchasing the car

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Nothing
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10,000 SAR < 20,000 SAR
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Budget allocated for purchasing the car per household 
monthly income

< 50,000 SAR  50,000 < 100,000 SAR  100,000 < 150,000 SAR  150,000 < 200,000 SAR

 200,000 < 250,000 SAR  250,000 < 300,000 SAR More than 300,000 SAR

• Regarding the budget allocated for purchasing a car, 39.8% of the women who have or 
are about to have a driving license reported that the budget is less than 50,000 SAR, 
42.5% that is from 50,000 to 100,000 SAR, and 17.7% that is more than 100,000 SAR. 

• When the household income is taken into account, it is revealed that when a woman comes 
from a household with higher income, the allocated budget for purchasing a car is higher. 
60.6% of women from households with income 10,000 to 20,000 SAR reported a budget less 
than 50,000 SAR, whereas only 6.5% of women from households with income higher than 
50,000 SAR reported a budget less than 50,000 SAR. 
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• When the women were asked about the person who covers the cost of purchasing the 
car, 66.1% reported that they cover the cost by themselves, 28% the head of the 
household, and 5.9% other household member, the employer or someone else.  

• Regarding the ownership of the car, 71.2% of the women reported that the car is or will be 
registered on their name, and 28.8% registered on somebody else. 

• The majority of the women, regardless their households’ monthly income, reported that they 
cover the cost of purchasing the car by themselves. The majority of the women regardless 
their households’ income level, reported that the car is or will be registered on them. 
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• Regarding the type of the car, 27.7% of the women selected sedan, 23.8%, SUV, 40.1% 
small city car, 8.2%  a sports car, and 0.2% a pickup truck. 

• When the age of the women was taken into account, it showed that the women over 56 years 
of age prefer a sedan or a small car with 33.7% and 35.8% respectively. The majority of the 
women with aged 18 to 25 prefer a small city car (46.5%), and 26.4% a sedan. 

• Regarding the household monthly income, the majority of women from households with no 
income to 20,000 SAR income choose a small car, whereas the majority of women from 
households with more than 40,000 SAR income choose a sedan or SUV. 
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Digital equipment / sensors (e.g. parking)
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Payment arrangements / Installments
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Type / Size of car (i.e. Sedan, SUV etc.)

Number of seats / space

Country of manufacture

Entertainment equipment (music / video players)

Resale value

Engine size

Colour

Luxury

Brand

Level of importance of criteria for purchasing a car

Average values 5-point Likert scale: 1 = Not important at all, ..., 5 = Completely important 

• Women were asked to rate the importance of criteria that take into account when 
purchasing a car. According to the results, more than 70% of the women reported that 
criteria such as safety, price, stability, and fuel consumption are important. Criteria like 
brand, luxury and colour were less important. 

•  When the age of women was taken into account, the results remained the same but 
there were small differences between the age groups within each criterion. 
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Level of importance for criteria taken into account when it is to purchase a car  
per age group  

18-25 26-35 36-45 45-55 56< 
Brand 3.4 3.6 3.8 3.8 3.8 
Colour 3.7 3.8 3.9 3.8 3.8 
Comfort 4.6 4.6 4.6 4.6 4.6 
Country of manufacture 3.8 4.0 4.2 4.2 4.3 
Digital equipment / sensors (e.g. parking) 4.3 4.4 4.5 4.5 4.6 
Discounts /Offers 4.3 4.4 4.5 4.5 4.4 
Design / style 4.2 4.3 4.3 4.3 4.3 
Engine size 3.8 3.8 4.0 4.0 4.1 
Entertainment equipment (music / video players) 4.0 3.9 3.8 3.6 3.5 
Fuel consumption 4.6 4.6 4.7 4.7 4.6 
Luxury 3.5 3.7 3.8 3.7 3.6 
Maintenance / service cost 4.5 4.5 4.6 4.6 4.5 
Number of seats / space 3.9 4.1 4.2 4.1 4.0 
Payment arrangements / Installments 4.3 4.3 4.3 4.2 4.2 
Price 4.7 4.6 4.7 4.6 4.6 
Resale value 3.7 3.9 4.1 4.1 4.2 
Safety 4.7 4.7 4.8 4.8 4.8 
Speed / Performance 4.3 4.4 4.5 4.5 4.3 
Stability 4.6 4.6 4.7 4.7 4.7 
Type / Size of car (i.e. Sedan, SUV etc.) 4.0 4.2 4.3 4.2 4.2 
Warranty 4.5 4.5 4.6 4.6 4.7 
Average values 5-point Likert scale: 1 = Not important at all, ..., 5 = Completely important  

 
 

 

•  When the age of women who have a driving license or are about to have one is taken 
into account, the results remain more or less the same. There are only small differences 
between the age groups within each criterion. 
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Important sources of information for purchasing a car 
per age group

Customer reviews Car dealership
Magazines Manufacturer website
Social media Word of mouth (family / friends)

• Women who have or are about to have a driving license, were asked to choose the 
most important sources of information when it is to purchase a car. The results showed 
that the majority of women are based on customer reviews or word of mouth 
(family/friends) with 87.3% and 87.4% respectively. Only 2.4%% chose magazines.  

• When the age of women is taken into account, the general pattern remained the same; only 
minor differences are noticed across the age groups. For instance, women over 56 years of 
age find more important the manufacturer website than the women aged 18-25. 
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• When the monthly household income of women who have or are about to have a 
driving license, is taken into account, the general pattern remains again the same. 
There are only small differences across the levels of income within each source. For 
instance, women from households with no or less than 10,000 SAR income, value more 
the car dealership than women with household income over 50,000 SAR.  
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6.3 Reasons women do not plan to purchase a car  
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• The most common reason for not planning on purchasing a car is that they cannot 
afford it (73.7%). 29.8% of the women who are not planning on purchasing a car 
reported that it is because they use an existing car of their household. 

• When the household income is taken into account, it is revealed that the majority of women 
from households with income from nothing to 30,000 SAR reported that they could not afford 
purchasing a car. For women from households with monthly income more than 30,000 SAR, 
the most common reason is lack of parking space in their residence. 
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7 Attitudes towards the social impact of 
women driving 
 
Chapter 7 looks at the differences and similarities between men and women’s attitudes towards the 
social impact of women driving. Section 7.1 compares the attitudes of the participant women and men 
towards the social impact of women driving (the whole sample is used for the analysis: 29,639 
observations). Section 7.2 identifies the differences and commonalities of women who have or are 
about to have a driving license and women who do not plan to issue a driving license (sample: the 
20,543 women participants). Section 7.3 analyses statements about how driving makes women feel 
(sample: 29,639 observations). 
 

 

Chapter highlights 
 
 
Attitudes towards social impact of women driving – comparison between women and men 

• In general, it is not noticed any extreme difference between women and men attitudes towards 
the social impact that women driving may have. 

• Differences are noticed in statements like: 
o  “I am afraid that women may be abudes while driving” with men to neither agree nor 

disagree (2.7), and women disagree (1.9). 
o “Driving enables women to act in emergencies”, where men agree (4.1) and women 

completely agree (4.7). 
o “Women are capable of taking driving responsibilities”, with men to be between neutral 

and agree (3.6), while women completely agree (4.6). 
 
Attitudes towards the social impact of women driving – comparison between women who 
have or are about to have a license and those who do not have one 

• When the attitudes towards the social impact are analysed based on if the participant woman 
has (or is about to have) a driving license or not, the differences in the levels of agreement are 
minor.  

• The only considerable difference, is noticed for the statement “My family encourages women to 
drive”, where women who have or are about to have a driving license completely agree (4.6), 
while women who do not have a driving license just agree with this (3.8). 

Attitudes towards how driving makes women feel – comparison between women and 
men 

• In terms of how driving makes women feel, it seems that there are minor differences when the 
feelings are analysed based on the gender. Women participants disagree with the statement that 
driving makes women feel stressed (2.8), while men seem to be neutral (2.4). 
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7.1 Attitudes towards the social impact of women driving – comparison 
between women and men 
 

•  In general, it is not noticed any extreme difference between women and men attitudes 
towards the social impact that women driving may have. 

• Differences are noticed in statements like: 
o  “I am afraid that women may be abudes while driving” with men to neither agree nor 

disagree (2.7), and women disagree (1.9). 
o “Driving enables women to act in emergencies”, where men agree (4.1) and women 

completely agree (4.7). 
o “Women are capable of taking driving responsibilities, with men to be between neutral 

and agree, while women completely agree. 
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•  59% of men completely agree with the statement that “Driving is one of women’s right”, while 

the 80.5% of the participant women completely agrees with this.  

• When this statement is analysed per province, it seems that there are no considerable 
differences across women and men from different provinces.  

• Men who received education outside the Kingdom have a higher percentage to completely 
agree with this statement compared to those who received education inside the Kingdom. 
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•  When the statement “Driving is one of women’s rrights” is analysed based on the level of 
education of women and men, no considerable differences are noticed. This means that 
regardless the educational level, both women and men believe that driving is a right of women. 

• When this statement is analysed by marital status there are considerable differences 
between women and men. 85.3% of divorced or widowed women completely agrees with 
this statement, while 63.3% of the widowed/divorced men completely agrees with this. The 
same pattern applies when married and single women and men are compared. 
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•  Both women and men agrees on average with the statement “Women driving enhances the 
image of Saudi Arabia to the rest of the world”. However, 72.4% of women completely agrees 
with this, while 53.7% of the male participants agrees with this. 

• When this statement is cross-analysed with the level of education, it seems that more male 
participants with elementary or no education completely agrees with this statement (61%) 
compared to those who have higher education (54%). The same pattern is noticed for women. 
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•  When the statement “Women driving enhances the image of Saudi Arabia to the rest 
of the world” is analysed based on the place education was received, it is noticed that 
for women there is no difference. However, there is a difference for men; 65.2% of the 
male participants who received their education abroad completely agrees with this 
statement, while the 50.9% of the males who received their education within the 
Kingdom agree with this statement. 

• When the statement is analysed based on the province the participants live, it is found that 
men who live in Qassim and Asir provinces have a lower agreement score compared to those 
who live in other provinces.  

 
Men 

  

Women 

 

 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

In the Kingdom

Abroad

In the Kingdom

Abroad

M
en

W
om

en

Opinion based on place education received 

Completely disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Completely agree

Average values for each province; 5-point Likert scale: 1=Completely disagree, … , 5=Completely agree 

“Women driving enhances the image of Saudi Arabia to the rest of the world” 



 
 

-93- 

 
 

 
 
 

•  68.2% of the participant women completely agree with the statement “My family encourages 
women to drive”, while 45.7% of the men do so. 

• Geographically, the participant men who live in Eastern province have the highest agreement 
score compared to those who live in other provinces. 
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•  By analysing the statement “My family encourages women to drive” by the level of 
education of women and men, no considerable differences are noticed. However, 
differences are noticed between men and women. 

• Differences exist when the statement is analysed by the place education received. 77% of 
women who received their education abroad completely agree with this statement, while 
67% of women who received their education within the Kingdom do so. 
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•  A big difference between male and female participants is noticed for the statement “Women 
are capable of taking driving responsibilities”. 66.9% of women completely agrees with this 
statement, while only 30.2% of men completely agrees with this. 

• The male participants who live in the Qassim province score the lowest agreement level. 
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•  When the statement “Women are capable of taking driving responsibilities” is 
analysed by the level of education of participants men and women, it is indicated that 
men with the lowest education (elementary or no education) have the highest score of 
agreement to this statement; however the difference compared to the other 
educational levels is low. 

• For women no considerable differences are noticed across the different educational levels. 
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•  74.5% and 19.2% of the participant women completely agree and agree accordingly 
with the statement “Driving enables women to act in emergencies. Only 47% and 
29.5% of the participant men completely agree and agree accordingly with this 
statement. 

• Men who live in the Tabuk province seem to have the highest level of agreement with this 
statement. 
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•  46.8% and 27.5% of the participant women completely disagree and disagree 
accordingly with the statement “I am afraid that women may be abused while driving”, 
while 22.2% and 24% of men does the same accordingly. 

• When this statement is analysed by the province the participants live, it is found out that 
men who live in Qassim and Asir provinces are neutral towards this statement, while males 
who live in Eastern Province, Tabuk and Jazan have the highest disagreement levels. 
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• When the statemnt “I am afraid that women may be abused while driving” is analysed 
based on the educational level of the male and female participants, it is noticed that 
there are no differences across the educational levels; there are only differences when 
males and females are compared. 

• The 48% of participant women who have or are about to have a driving license completely 
disagree with this statement, while the 34.9% of the women who do not have a driving 
license disagree with this. 

“I am afraid that women may be abused while driving” 
 

“I am afraid that women may be abused while driving” 
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7.2 Attitudes towards the social impact of women driving – comparison 
between women who have or are about to have a license and those who 
do not have one 

 

 
 

•  When the attitudes towards the social impact are analysed based on if the participant woman 
has (or is about to have) a driving license or not, the differences in the levels of agreement are 
minor.  

• The only considerable difference, is noticed for the statement “My family encourages women to drive”, 
where women who have or are about to have a driving license completely agree (4.6), while women 
who do not have a driving license just agree with this (3.8). 
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7.3 Attitudes towards how driving makes women feel – comparison 
between women and men 
 

 
 
 

•  In terms of how driving makes women feel, it seems that there are minor differences 
when the feelings are analised based on the gender. Women participants disagree with 
the statement that driving makes women feel stressed (2.8), while men seem to be 
neutral (2.4). 

• Female participants completely agree with the statement that driving makes women feel 
more confident (4.7), while men agree (4.2).  

• The same pattern is noticed for the statement “Driving makes women feel more 
independent, with women tending to completely agree (4.7), while men just agree (4.1). 
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8 Attitudes towards the economic & 
environmental impact of women driving 
 
This chapter presents the attitudes of participants towards the economic and the environmental 
impact of women driving. Section 8.1 focuses on men’s and women’s opinions towards economic 
impact of women driving (sample: 29,639 observations). Section 8.2 presents the attitudes of 
participant towards the environmental impact of women driving like infrastructure needs, 
environmental pollution and electric cars. Statements are broken down by gender, province and other 
relevant socio-demographic characteristics (sample: 29,639 observations).   
 
 

 

Chapter highlights 
 
Attitudes towards the economic impact of women driving - comparison of men and 
women 

• There are small differences between men’s and women’s attitudes towards the economic impact 
of women driving (in line with Chapter 7 – social impact). 

• The highest differences between men and women are in the statements: “Women driving 
contributes to achieving the objectives of Vision 2030”, “Women driving contributes to the 
reduction of the volume of international labour remittances”, “Women driving increases female's 
empowerment in the Kingdom, “Women driving reduces women's household's monthly expenses 
for transportation”, and “Women driving  creates new female job opportunities” 

• The majority of men and women completely agree with the statement that women driving 
contributes to increasing income rates in the Kingdom with 40.6% and 57.5% respectively. 
However, the percentage of men disagreeing or completely disagreeing is 13.4%, whereas for 
women is only 3.6%. 

• Regarding the statement “Women driving increases female’s empowerment in the Kingdom”, the 
majority of men and women completely agree with 47% and 65% respectively. However, the 
percentage of men disagreeing or completely disagreeing is 9.2%, whereas for women is only 
1.6%. 

• Regarding the statement “Women driving reduces women's household's monthly expenses for 
transportation”, the majority of men and women completely agree with 45.7% and 63.1% 
respectively. However, the percentage of men disagreeing or completely disagreeing is 13%, 
whereas for women is 4.8%. 
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• Regarding the statement “Women driving creates new female job opportunities”, the majority of 
men and women completely agree with 50.8% and 66.9% respectively. However, the percentage 
of men disagreeing or completely disagreeing is 7.1%, whereas for women is 1.6%. 

 
Attitudes towards the environmental impact of women driving - comparison of men and 
women 

• The results show that men rated higher than women two out of three statements on 
environmental aspects.  

• The highest difference between men and women is in the statement “Women driving contributes 
to the increase of environmental pollution”.  

• Both men and women have almost the same rate on the statement of “Women driving 
contributes to the increase of the number of electric cars in the Kingdom”. 

• Regarding the statement “The infrastructure is not sufficient to support women driving”, the 
majority of men and women agree or completely agree with 44.3% and 32.9% respectively.  

• On the statement “Women driving contributes to the increase of environmental pollution”, the 
majority of men and women disagree or completely disagree with 48.4% and 68% respectively.  

• For the statement “Women driving contributes to the increase of the number of electric cars in 
the Kingdom”, the majority of men and women are neutral with 39.4% and 44.5% respectively.  
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8.1 Attitudes towards the economic impact of women driving - comparison 
of men and women  
 

• There were small differences between men’s and women’s attitudes towards the 
economic impact of women driving.  

• The highest differences between men and women were on “Women driving contributes to 
achieving the objectives of Vision 2030”, “Women driving contributes to the reduction of the 
volume of international labour remittances”, “Women driving increases female's 
empowerment in the Kingdom, “Women driving reduces women's household's monthly 
expenses for transportation”, and “Women driving  creates new female job opportunities”. 
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• The majority of men and women completely agree with the statement that women 
driving contributes to achieving the objectives of Vision 2030 with 50.8% and 67.4% 
respectively. However, the percentage of men being neutral is 14.9%, whereas for 
women is 8.7%. 

• Geographically, men in Jazan were more positive, while women in Jazan and Najran. 

•  The highest difference between the opinions of men and women is in Asir. 

Average values for each province; 5-point Likert scale: 1=Completely disagree, … , 5=Completely agree 

“Women driving contributes to achieving the objectives of Vision 2030”  
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• When educational level of participants is taken into account, it is shown that both men 
and women with higher education tend to agree less with the statement “Women 
driving contributes to achieving the objectives of Vision 2030”. 

“Women driving contributes to achieving the objectives of Vision 2030”  
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• The majority of men and women completely agree with the statement “Women driving 
contributes to increasing income rates in the Kingdom” with 40.6% and 57.5% 
respectively. However, the percentage of men disagreeing or completely disagreeing is 
13.4%, whereas for women is only 3.6%. 

• Geographically, men in Jazan were more positive, while women in Northern Borders and Jazan. 

• The highest difference between the opinions of men and women is in Al Jawf. 

Average values for each province; 5-point Likert scale: 1=Completely disagree, … , 5=Completely agree 
 

“Women driving contributes to increasing income rates in the Kingdom” 
”  
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• Taking into account the household monthly income, it is noticed that both men and 
women with higher household income tend to agree less and be more neutral with the 
statement “Women driving contributes to increasing income rates in the Kingdom”. 

“Women driving contributes to increasing income rates in the Kingdom” 
”  

 

“Women driving increases females’ empowerment in the Kingdom” 
” 
”  
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• Regarding the statement “Women driving increases females’ empowerment in the 
Kingdom”, the majority of men and women completely agree with 47% and 65% 
respectively. However, the percentage of men disagreeing or completely disagreeing 
was 9.2%, whereas for women was only 1.6%. 

• Across all provinces, men in Jazan and women in Northern Borders and Jazan are more positive 
towards the statement. 

• The highest difference between the opinions of men and women is in Al Jawf. 

Average values for each province; 5-point Likert scale: 1=Completely disagree, … , 5=Completely agree 
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• Regardless educational level, both men and women tend to agree or completely agree 
with the statement that women driving increases female's empowerment in the 
Kingdom. 

• Having driving license plays an important role for women’s opinion towards whether women 
driving increases female's empowerment in the Kingdom, with women having or being about 
to have a driving license tending to agree more with the statement.  

“Women driving increases females’ empowerment in the Kingdom” 
” 
”  
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• Regarding the statement “Women driving reduces household's monthly expenses for 
transportation”, the majority of men and women completely agree with 45.7% and 
63.1% respectively. However, the percentage of men disagreeing or completely 
disagreeing is 13%, whereas for women is 4.8%. 

• The highest rates of agreement for men is in Tabuk and Jazan, and for women in Northern 
Borders and Jazan. 

• The highest difference between the opinions of men and women is in Najran. 

Average values for each province; 5-point Likert scale: 1=Completely disagree, … , 5=Completely agree 
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• When household income is taken into account, results show that both men and women 
with higher household incomes tend to agree less with the statement that women 
driving reduces household's monthly expenses for transportation. 

• Having driving license plays an important role for women’s opinion towards whether women 
driving reduces household's monthly expenses for transportation, with women having a 
driving license tending to agree more. 

“Women driving reduces household's monthly expenses for transportation” 
” 
”  
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• Regarding the statement “Women driving creates new job opportunities for women”, 
the majority of men and women completely agree with 50.8% and 66.9% respectively. 
However, the percentage of men disagreeing or completely disagreeing is 7.1%, 
whereas for women is 1.6%. 

• Across all provinces, the highest agreement with the statement have men in Jazan, whereas 
for women in Al Jawf. 

• The highest difference between the opinions of men and women is in Al Jawf. 

Average values for each province; 5-point Likert scale: 1=Completely disagree, … , 5=Completely agree 
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• When educational level was taken into account, it showed that both men and women 
with higher education tend to agree or completely agree with the statement that women 
driving creates new job opportunities for women. 

• Women that have or are about to have a driving license tend to agree with the statement more 
than women with no license. 

“Women driving creates new job opportunities for women” 
” 
”  
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8.2 Attitudes towards the environmental impact of women driving - 
comparison of men and women 
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• The results show that men rated higher than women two out of three statements 
regarding environmental impact of women driving.  

• The highest difference between men and women is on “Women driving contributes to the 
increase of environmental pollution”.  

• Men and women have almost the same level of agreement on the statement of “Women 
driving contributes to the increase of the number of electric cars in the Kingdom”. 

5-point Likert scale: 1 = Completely disagree, ..., 5 = Completely agree 
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• Regarding the statement “The infrastructure is not sufficient to support women 
driving”, the majority of men and women agree or completely agree with 44.3% and 
32.9% respectively.  

• Across all provinces, men in Bahah and Asir, and women in Eastern Province and Jazan agree 
more with the statement. 

• The highest difference between the opinions of men and women is in Bahah. 

Average values for each province; 5-point Likert scale: 1=Completely disagree, … , 5=Completely agree 
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• Regarding the statement “Women driving contributes to the increase of environmental 
pollution”, the majority of men and women disagree or completely disagree with 48.4% 
and 68% respectively.  

• The highest rates of agreement are for men in Qassim, Northern Borders, and Asir, and for 
women in Eastern Province and Bahah. 

• The highest difference between the opinion of men and women is in Qassim and Bahah. 

Average values for each province; 5-point Likert scale: 1=Completely disagree, … , 5=Completely agree 
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• Regarding the statement “Women driving contributes to the increase of the number of 
electric cars in the Kingdom”, the majority of men and women are neutral with 39.4% 
and 44.5% respectively.  

• The highest rate of agreement for men is in Bahah, Northern Borders, and Asir, whereas for 
women in Northern Borders. 

Average values for each province; 5-point Likert scale: 1=Completely disagree, … , 5=Completely agree 
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• When household income was taken into account, it showed that both men and women 
with higher household incomes tend to agree less with the statement that women 
driving contributes to increase the number of electric cars in the Kingdom. 

• More than 35% of men and 40% of women, regardless their household income, were 
neutral towards the statement. 
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9 Attitudes towards the traffic safety 
impact of women driving 
 
This chapter looks at attitudes towards the traffic safety impacts of women driving. It examines 
attitudes towards vehicle accidents and traffic congestion on a Kingdom and provincial level. For the 
analyses, the responses from both female and male participants are used (sample: 29,639 
observations). 
 

 

Chapter highlights 
 
Traffic safety aspects 

• There are high differences between men’s and women’s attitudes towards traffic safety impact 
with men having higher rates than women in all statements except for “Women driving leads to 
an increase in traffic discipline in the Kingdom”. 

• The highest differences between men and women were on “Women driving increases the number 
of traffic accidents in the Kingdom”. 

• The majority of women completely disagree or disagree with the statement that women driving 
increases the number of traffic accidents in the Kingdom with 38.3% and 32.7% respectively. Less 
than 40% of men completely disagree or disagree with the statement. 

• The majority of women completely agree or agree with the statement that women driving leads 
to an increase in traffic discipline in the Kingdom with 42.5% and 36.7% respectively. Around 50% 
of men completely agree or agree with the statement. 

• 54% of women were negative towards the statement that women driving increases traffic jams 
in the Kingdom, whereas 45% of men were positive towards the statement. 

• Around 50% of women were negative towards the statement that women driving increases the 
parking problems in the Kingdom, whereas around 50% of men were positive towards the 
statement.  

• More than 60% of women were negative towards the statement that women driving increases 
the number of female fatalities in the Kingdom, whereas around 40% of men were negative 
towards the statement.  
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9.1 Attitudes towards traffic safety impacts of women driving – 
comparison of women and men 
 

 
 
 

• There are considerable differences between men and women’s attitudes towards 
traffic safety impact, with men having higher rates of agreement than women in all 
statements except for “Women driving leads to an increase in traffic discipline in the 
Kingdom”. 

• The highest difference between men and women is identified in the statement “Women driving 
increases the number of traffic accidents in the Kingdom”. 
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• The majority of women completely disagree or disagree with the statement that women 
driving increases the number of traffic accidents in the Kingdom with 38.3% and 32.7% 
respectively. Less than 40% of men completely disagree or disagree with the statement.  

• Geographically, the highest agreement with the statement was for men in Asir, and for 
women in Bahah and Najran 

• The majority of women disagree with the statement regardless the location they studied. 
The men who studied abroad tend to be more positive towards the statement. 

“Women driving increases the number of traffic accidents in the Kingdom” 

Average values for each province; 5-point Likert scale: 1=Completely disagree, … , 5=Completely agree 
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• When educational level of participants is taken into account, it is shown that the majority 
of women disagree with the statement regardless their educational level. Men with 
higher educational level tend to agree with the statement more than men with lower 
educational level.  

• Having driving license plays a role for women’s opinion, with women having or being about 
to have a driving license tending to disagree more with the statement. 

“Women driving increases the number of traffic accidents in the Kingdom” 
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• The majority of women completely agree or agree with the statement that women 
driving leads to an increase in traffic discipline in the Kingdom with 42.5% and 36.7% 
respectively. Around 50% of men completely agree or agree with the statement.  

• Across all provinces, men in Eastern Province and Jazan and women in Northern Borders 
have the highest percentage of agreement with the statement. 

• Both men and women agree with the statement regardless the location they studied.  

“Women driving leads to an increase in traffic discipline in the Kingdom”  
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• When educational level of the participants is taken into account, it is noticed that the 
majority of women agreed with the statement “Women driving leads to an increase in 
traffic discipline in the Kingdom” regardless their educational level. Men with higher 
educational level tend to agree less and be more neutral towards the statement than 
men with lower educational level.  

• Having driving license plays a role for women’s opinion towards whether women driving leads 
to an increase in traffic discipline in the Kingdom, with women having or being about to have a 
driving license to agree more with the statement. 

“Women driving leads to an increase in traffic discipline in the Kingdom”  
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• 54% of women completely disagree or disagree with the statement “Women driving 
increases traffic jams in the Kingdom”, whereas 45% of men agree or completely agree. 

• Across all provinces, men in Asir and women in Bahah and Qassim had the highest 
percentage of agreement with the statement. 

• The majority of women disagree with the statement regardless the location they studied. 
Men that studied in the Kingdom tend to agree with the statement. 

“Women driving increases traffic jams in the Kingdom”  



 
 

-127- 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Elementary or no education

Intermediate

Secondary / High school

College

Higher studies

Men's opinion based on level of education

Completely disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Completely agree

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Elementary or no education

Intermediate

Secondary / High school

College

Higher studies

Women's opinion based on level of education

Completely disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Completely agree

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Do not have a driving license

Have or are about to have a driving license

Opinion based on driving license possession

Completely disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Completely agree

• Taking educational level of participants into account shows that the majority of women 
are negative towards the statement “Women driving increases traffic jams in the 
Kingdom” regardless their educational level. Men with higher educational level are more 
positive towards the statement than men with lower educational level.  

• Regarding driving license possession, women who have or are about to have a driving license 
agree less with this statement. 

“Women driving increases traffic jams in the Kingdom” 
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• Around 50% of women completely disagree or disagree with the statement “Women 
driving increases the parking problems in the Kingdom”, whereas around 50% of men 
agree or completely agree with this statement.  

• Across all provinces, men in Qassim and Asir, and women in Eastern Province and Qassim 
have the highest percentage of agreement with the statement. 

• The majority of women disagreed with the statement regardless the location they studied. 
Men who studied in the Kingdom tend to be more positive towards the statement. 

“Women driving increases the parking problems in the Kingdom”  
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• Taking educational level of participants into account shows that both men and women 
with higher educational level agree more with the statement “Women driving increases 
the parking problems in the Kingdom”.  

• Women who have or are about to have a driving license disagree more with this statement. 

“Women driving increases the parking problems in the Kingdom”  
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• More than 60% of women disagree or completely disagree with the statement “Women 
driving increases the number of female fatalities in the Kingdom”, whereas around 40% 
of men were negative towards the statement.  

• Across all provinces, men in Asir, and women in Bahah have the highest percentage of 
agreement with the statement. 

• The majority of women disagree with the statement regardless the location they studied. 
Men who studied in the Kingdom agree more with this statement. 

“Women driving increases the number of female fatalities in the Kingdom”  
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• Women disagree with the statement “Women driving increases the number of female 
fatalities in the Kingdom” regardless their educational level. Men with higher educational 
level agree more with the statement than men with lower educational level. 

• Taking into account the age shows that older men agree more with the statement than 
younger men. Women seem to disagree with the statement regardless their age. 

“Women driving increases the number of female fatalities in the Kingdom”  
 
 



 
 

-132- 

 
 

 
 

• Women who have or are about to have a driving license tend to disagree more with 
the statement that women driving increases the number of female fatalities in the 
Kingdom. 

• Across all provinces, the highest agreement with the statement for women who have or are 
about to have a driving license was in Najran, whereas for women without driving license was 
in Bahah. 
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“Women driving increases the number of female fatalities in the Kingdom”  
 



 
 

-133- 

9.2 Women involvement in traffic accidents 
 

• 25.7% of female participants have been involved in a traffic accident. 

• For 51.2% of them, the accident took place after women started driving.  

• Of those who were involved in an accident after women started driving, the 74.1% (2,005 

individual women) was involved as drivers. This equals to 10% of all the female participants in 

this survey. 

• However, the vast majority of the accidents (92.6%) were accidents with minor material 

damages. 6.5% were accidents with minor injuries, 0.9% accidents with serious injurious, while 

there are no accidents with fatalities. 
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10 Potential supportive policies for the 
transition to women driving in KSA 
 
This chapter analyses potential policies that could be imposed to smooth and support the 
transition to the women driving era. Statements are broken down by gender, province and 
other relevant socio-demographic characteristics. The whole sample of 29,639 observations is 
used for the analysis. 
  

 

Chapter highlights 
 

• The results showed that more than 70% of the participants supported suggestions like “Increase 
the number of driving schools for women”, “Reduce the cost of driving training for women”, and 
“Enhance traffic safety by improving roads condition, intersections, parking spaces and extension 
panels”. However, less than 30% of the participants supported suggestions like “Recruiting female 
drivers from abroad should be allowed” and “Support and encourage female car-pooling”. 

• Taking gender into account showed that in 4 out of 15 suggestions the difference between men 
and women was above 10%. Women supported more than men in 5 out of 15 suggestions like 
“Reduce the cost of driving training for women” and “Increase the number of driving schools for 
women”. 

• Men and women supported almost in the same level suggestions as “Specify sections and time-
slots for training women in men’s driving schools”, “Female-only vehicle maintenance workshops 
should be established”, and “Female-only gas stations should be initiated”. 

• Regarding the suggestion of supporting and encouraging female car-pooling, results showed that 
40.6% of men and 24.4% of women supported the suggestion. 

•   36.5% of women and 52.2% of men supported the suggestion of establishing a committee to 
deal with driving affairs. 

• Almost 90% of women and 74.8% of men supported the suggestion of reducing the cost of driving 
training for women.  

• 43.1% of women and 52.5% of men supported the suggestion of reducing the cost of driving 
training for women. 

• 44.1% of women and 52% of men supported the suggestion of allowing the establishment of 
private driving training schools for women.  
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10.1 Support on suggestions regarding women driving in the Kingdom per 
gender 
 

• The results showed that more than 70% of the participants supported suggestions like 
“Increase the number of driving schools for women”, “Reduce the cost of driving 
training for women”, and “Enhance traffic safety by improving roads condition, 
intersections, parking spaces and extension panels”. However, less than 30% of the 
participants supported suggestions like “Recruiting female drivers from abroad should 
be allowed” and “Support and encourage female car-pooling”.   
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• Regarding the suggestion of reducing the cost of driving training for women, taking into 
account the monthly household income showed that there was no difference on the 
level of support towards the suggestion across the income levels. 

• Geographically, the highest support towards the suggestion was in Tabuk with 88.4%. 
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• There was a difference on the level of support on the suggestion of increasing the 
number of driving schools for women across the income levels. Participants with higher 
household income supporting the suggestion more than participants with lower 
household income.  

• Across all provinces, the highest support towards the suggestion was in Eastern Province with 
90.1%. 
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• Regarding the suggestion of enhancing traffic safety by improving roads condition, 
intersections, parking spaces and extension panels, results showed that participants 
supported highly the suggestion regardless their educational level. 

• Across all provinces, the highest support towards the suggestion was in Jazan with 80.5%. 

Opinion based on province 
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• When age is taken into account, it shows that participants of older age tend to support 
more the suggestion of enhancing traffic safety by improving roads condition, 
intersections, parking spaces and extension panels than younger participants.  

“Enhance traffic safety by improving roads condition, intersections, parking spaces and 
extension panels” 
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10.2 Comparison of men and women on supporting suggestions regarding 
women driving in the Kingdom 
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• Taking gender into account shows that in 4 out of 15 suggestions the difference 
between men and women was above 10%. Women supported more than men in 5 out 
of 15 suggestions like “Reduce the cost of driving training for women” and “Increase 
the number of driving schools for women”. 

• Men and women support almost in the same level suggestions as “Specify sections and time-
slots for training women in men’s driving schools”, “Female-only vehicle maintenance 
workshops should be established”, and “Female-only gas stations should be initiated”.  
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• Regarding the suggestion of supporting and encouraging female car-pooling, results 
showed that 40.6% of men and 24.4% of women supported the suggestion. 

•  Across provinces, men in Jazan and women in Bahah had the highest percentage with 46.1% 
and 40% respectively. 

“Support and encourage female car pooling” 
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• Taking educational level into account showed that the majority of men and women do 
not support the suggestion regardless their educational level. 

“Support and encourage female car pooling” 
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• We had the same pattern with the household income level of participants. Men and 
women tend not to support the suggestion of supporting and encouraging female car-
pooling regardless their household income level.  

“Support and encourage female car pooling” 
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• 36.5% of women and 52.2% of men supported the suggestion of establishing a 
committee to deal with driving affairs. 

• Across provinces, men and women in Bahah had the highest percentage with 62.8% and 
63.3% respectively. 
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• Taking into account the educational level of participants showed that both men and 
women with lower educational level tend to support the suggestion of establishing a 
committee to deal with women driving affairs more than men and women with higher 
educational level. 

“A committee should be established to deal with women driving affairs” 
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• Almost 90% of women and 74.8% of men supported the suggestion of reducing the 
cost of driving training for women.  

• Across provinces, men in Eastern Province and women in Najran had the highest 
percentage with 80% and 100% respectively. 

Men 

 

Women 

 

“Reduce the cost of driving training for women”  
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Women's opinion based on household income 

No Yes

• Taking into account the household income showed that women tend to support the 
suggestion of reducing the cost of driving training for women regardless their household 
income. Men with higher household income level tend to support the suggestion more 
than men with lower household income. 

“Reduce the cost of driving training for women”  
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• 43.1% of women and 52.5% of men supported the suggestion of reducing the cost of 
driving training for women.  

• Across provinces, men in Jazan and women in Najran had the highest percentage with 59.7% 
and 55.6% respectively. 

• Women suported the suggestion of providing rest facilities on the roads for women regardless 
of having or not having a driving license. 

“Provide rest facilities on the roads for women” 
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• Taking the educational level into account showed that both men and women tend to 
support the suggestion of providing rest facilities on the roads for women regardless 
their educational level. 

“Provide rest facilities on the roads for women” 
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• 44.1% of women and 52% of men supported the suggestion of allowing the 
establishment of private driving training schools for women.  

• Across provinces, men in Jazan and Eastern Province, and women in Northern Borders had the 
highest percentage with 57.2% and 60% respectively. 

Men 

 

Women 

 

“Allow the establishment of private driving training schools for women” 
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• Taking the household income into account showed that men tend to support the 
suggestion of allowing the establishment of private driving training schools for women 
regardless of their household income. Women with higher household income tend to 
support more the suggestion.  

“Allow the establishment of private driving training schools for women” 
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• Over 85% of women suported the suggestion of increasing the number of driving school 
for women regardless of having or not having a driving license.  

• Around 40% of women suported the suggestion of activating the system of traffic 
points for violators and confiscation of licenses, and the intensification of penalties in 
case of serious accidents regardless of having or not having a driving license. 

“Activate the system of traffic points for violators and confiscation of licenses, and the 
intensification of penalties in case of serious accidents” 

“Increase the number of driving schools for women” 
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