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Executive Summary
Within the project “She Drives KSA: A National Research Project about The Impact Of
Women Driving On Sustainable Development And Traffic Safety In The Kingdom Of
Saudi Arabia” a survey was conducted in June 2018 to investigate the reactions, the
attitudes and perceptions of females and males in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
regarding the impact of women driving on the sustainable development of the country
and traffic safety. This report presents the results of this survey that took place before
the ban on women driving was lifted.

The She Drives KSA Research Project
In September 2017, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia announced that, for the very first time, Saudi women
will be allowed to drive. This is a decision of monumental importance to every facet of life in the
country. With the female population of Saudi Arabia being over 15 million and accounting for 45% of
the population, it is expected that women’s daily lives, activities, society contributions, time and
money allocation will change, and as a result will affect the wider community, well-being, economy
and sustainability of the country as envisaged in Vision 2030. At the same time, allowing women to
drive will also create new challenges that have to be carefully understood for sustainable
development to be achieved.
In light of this, the aim of the She Drives KSA research project is to examine and analyse the travel
behavior and activity patterns of women mobility in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia BEFORE and AFTER
women are allowed to drive, and to identify the impacts of this decision on the aspects of sustainable
development and traffic safety in the Kingdom.
This research project is nation-wide (across the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia). It is expected to be the
base of future research conducted on this topic, as it is the very first of its kind in the Kingdom. This
research project is expected to provide rigorous findings that are of value not only to Saudi Arabia,
but to the worldwide research community as well. Finally, it is also a unique opportunity, for those
responsible for the transportation system and its safety, those interested in female-focused studies,
and for various companies affiliated with the transportation sector or sustainable development to
participate in this study as a part of their own social responsibility and contribution to the community.

Objectives of the Report and Survey Design
The objective of this report is to provide an analysis of the results of the first phase of the She Drives
KSA survey (the phase BEFORE women are allowed to drive). In particular, it will focus on women’s
intention to drive and the economic, social, environmental and traffic safety potential consequences
of permitting women to drive.
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An on-line questionnaire survey was designed to collect female and male’s reactions to the
aforementioned issues, as well as potential reactions towards households’ privately employed drivers
and women’s car purchase. The survey took place in June 2018 before the ban on women driving was
lifted. 31,435 individuals from all over the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia participated in the survey. 37% of
the participants are females (11,631), while the rest are males (63%; 19,804).
The key findings from each chapter of this report are summarized below.

Current Mobility Patterns
Most women (70%) currently use private cars, particularly in the Asir region (80.6%). Most women
who use private cars are married and come from a household with high income. Women tend to not
pay for the costs of cars themselves, but rather, this is fulfilled by the head of the household.
Taxis and buses are used the most in the Jizan region (27.8% and 2.6% respectively). Unlike private
cars, women tend to cover the costs of these transport modes themselves (67.2% and 38.6%
respectively).
However, most women in the KSA feel the need to change their current mobility patterns. Women in
the Najran especially feel this need the strongest, while women in Qassim feel this need the least.

Women’s intention to issue a driving license and drive –
Men’s support
In terms of planning to get a driving license, most women intend on getting a driving license (81.3%)
and they would do this immediately once the ban on driving has been lifted (35.9%); a fact that is
verified with the long-waiting lists of the driving schools for women. Most female respondents also
indicate that they plan on getting their training in a driving school in the Kingdom (65.9%).
Nationally, 75.5% of women intend to drive once the ban on women driving has been lifted.
Geographically, the Riyadh province has the highest proportion of women that intend to drive. In
terms of the socio-demographic characteristics of these women, most women that intend to drive
have a high income, are divorced, and are in the 18 to 25 age group.
Most men indicated that they would support women in the household getting a driving license both
financially and emotionally (86.6%). The men that plan on providing full support to women getting a
driving license, tend to be of a higher age.

Attitudes towards the social impact of women driving
Nationally, 61% of survey participants completely agree that driving is one of women’s rights. In
terms of gender, there is a higher fraction of women (70%) than men (56%) who completely agree
that driving is a women’s right.
Geographically, for both men and women, the Asir and Qassim provinces are the regions where the
least amount of people agree that driving is one of women’s right, while the Riyadh and the Eastern
provinces are where most people agree with this.
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In terms of the opinions of whether women are capable of taking on driving responsibilities, women
and men’s attitudes differ significantly. While over 60% of women completely agree that women are
capable of taking driving responsibilities, only 42% of men feel the same. Geographically, the largest
difference regarding this opinion of men and women is found in the Jawf and Tubuk regions.
Nevertheless, both men and women believe that there will be positive impacts of women driving on
the KSA.

Attitudes towards the economic impact of women driving
Both men and women are very positive about the prospect of women driving creating new female
job opportunities. Geographically, women are most positive in the Eastern Province and Najran, while
men in Najran and Jawf. Comparatively both men and women are less confident about the prospect
of women driving increasing income rates in the Kingdom.
In terms of the impact of women driving on Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030, most men and women believe
that women driving can contribute to achieving the objectives of vision 2030. This result is most clear
in the Najran province, whereas in the Qassim region there is more disagreement with regards to
women driving helping to achieve Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030. In terms of socio-demographics, the
more educated a men is, the less he seems to agree with women driving contributing to achieving
Vision 2030. Nevertheless, both men and women are positive about the prospects of women driving
on the creation of new job opportunities.

Attitudes towards the environmental impact of women
driving
More men than women believe that women driving will contribute to increasing environmental
pollution in the Kingdom.
In addition, men have a wider spread in opinion than women regarding whether the Kingdom’s
infrastructure is sufficient to support women driving. While 43% of men strongly agree with this, only
38% of women do.
Further, more Saudi than non-Saudi men believe that the infrastructure is not sufficient to support
women driving. The same difference based on nationality can also be observed for women.
Moreover, in terms of education, those who are educated abroad are less concerned with the
sufficiency of the Kingdom’s infrastructure to support women driving than those that were educated
in the Kingdom.

Attitudes towards the traffic safety impact of women
driving
40% of men completely agree with the opinion that women driving will increase the number of traffic
accidents in the Kingdom. On the other hand, only 24% of women believe this. The province where
the most people agree with this, for both men and women, is Qassim.
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Location of education has a significant effect on an individual’s opinion with regards to women’s
possible contribution to traffic accidents. A higher percentage of women who were educated in the
Kingdom, compared to those educated abroad, believe that women might increase the number of
traffic accidents.
Looking at fatal accidents, more men than women believe that women driving will increase the
number of female fatalities in the Kingdom. Similarly, more men than women believe that women
driving might increase traffic discipline in the Kingdom. The largest difference in men and women’s
opinions is in the Northern Borders, while men and women in the Bahah province have the most
similar opinion.

The effect of women driving on privately employed drivers
Nationally, 17.3% of survey participants employ a driver, whilst 82.7% do not. Geographically, the
Eastern province has the highest proportion of households that employ drivers, whilst the Jizan
province has the lowest. Most drivers that are employed are non-Saudi. Jazan, especially, employs
the most non-Saudi drivers, whilst Al-Madinah employs the lowest number of non-Saudi drivers.
Turning to the changes that will occur as a consequence of women being able to drive, nationally,
45.7% of survey participants believe that this would lead to a decrease in the number of drivers
employed by households.
Geographically, the province where the highest proportion of people believe that the lifting of the
women’s driving ban will lead to a decrease in the number of drivers employed by households is
Bahah, whilst Qassim is the highest proportion of people who do not believe that it will lead to any
changes.

Women’s preferences for purchasing a car
Nationally, most women would purchase a car once the ban on driving has been lifted (70.5%).
Geographically, the Northern Border and the Najran provinces have the highest proportion of women
who would purchase a car once the ban on driving has been lifted (76.7%). In terms of sociodemographic, the decision is heavily influenced by marital status, education, and age. Divorced
women, who are highly educated and young in particular answered that they would purchase a car.
Most female respondents further revealed that they would purchase the car themselves (64.3%) and
that they would be willing to pay less than 50,000 SAR (41.9%). Further, most respondents preferred
a small city car over other car types such as sports cars.

Potential support for the transition to women driving
The policy to establish a committee that deals with women driving affairs received the most support
(80%). The establishment of female only vehicle maintenance workshops was also very highly rated
(75%). On the other hand, the policy to allow the recruitment of female drivers from abroad only
received 37% support, while encouraging carpooling received 46%.
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Geographically, there was not much difference in the support towards establishing a committee that
deals with women driving affairs. The province where most people support this is Jazan (85.9%
support), while the least is Riyadh (77.3% support). The low support towards allowing recruitment of
female drivers from abroad can been seen in every province, with the highest support still only being
at 43% (Ha’il) and the lowest at 31% (Najran).
Geographically, the greatest difference between men’s and women’s support is in the Northern
Borders (27% support by women and 49% support by men). The smallest (but still large) difference
is in Bahah (35% support by women, 50% support by men). There is a slight difference in support
based on nationality, while 50% of non-Saudi people support the policy of encouraging carpooling,
only 45% of Saudi people do.

-8-

-9-

- 10 -

- 11 -

- 12 -

- 13 -

- 14 -

- 15 -

Table of Contents
Executive summary
Executive summary in Arabic ()الملخص التنفيذي
1. Introduction

4
9
17

2. Women’s current travel behaviour

21

3. Women’s intention to issue a driving license and drive – Men’s support

36

4. Attitudes towards the social impact of women driving

52

5. Attitudes towards the economic impact of women driving

67

6. Attitudes towards the environmental impact of women driving

76

7. Attitudes towards the impact of women driving on traffic safety

85

8. The effect on women driving on private drivers

94

9. Women’s preferences for purchasing a car

101

10. Potential supportive policies for the transition to women driving in KSA

110

11. Conclusion

116

- 16 -

Chapter 1
Introduction
This chapter provides the introduction to the report. It gives a short background to
women’s rights in Saudi Arabia and the Kingdom’s Vision2030. It also outlines the
objective of the report and the data used in the analysis.
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Women Driving in Saudi Arabia
The rights of women in Saudi Arabia have turned a cornerstone in recent years. In Safar 1434 (January,
2013), women were announced as members of the Nations consultative assembly and since 1436
(2015) they have been allowed to run for office in municipal elections. The most recent change is the
removal of the ban of women driving. In Muharram 1439 (September, 2017) a royal decree granted
women the right to drive, which came in force on the 10th of Shawwal 1439 AH (14 June, 2018).
Allowing women to drive hopes to empower women in the Kingdom and achieve the economic, social
and environmental goals envisaged in Vision 2030. Vision2030 is an ambitious blueprint of long-term
goals and expectations that will help support the growth of the Kingdom. Its goals are centered
around three themes: a vibrant society, a thriving economy and an ambitious nation. With the new
rules allowing women to drive, Saudi Arabia’s Vision for the future is one step closer.

She Drives Project
She Drives KSA is a National Research Project about the impact of women driving on sustainable
development and traffic safety in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The research is conducted by a team
at the Imam Abdul Rahman bin Faisal University, in cooperation with specialists from the General
Administration of Traffic in Saudi Arabia.
The research coincides with the launch of an important development event in the history of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia; the permit for women to drive. The aim is to explore and monitor the
transition period between the decree change of women driving, the consequences of this decision
and the preparatory procedures for its implementation. Special attention is paid to the impact that
women driving might have on sustainable development (in terms of economy, environment and
society) and traffic safety.
The data for the research is collected via phases of surveys, which are to be filled out by both men
and women in the Kingdom. The first phase is carried out before the 10 th of Shawwal 1439 AH (14
June, 2018) which is the official start date of women driving. The second phase will happen after
women begin to drive.

Objective of Report
The aim of this report is to provide the analysis of the descriptive statistics of the first phase of the
survey. The report will first outline women’s current travel behavior and household’s views of women
driving. Next, attitudes towards the social, economic, environmental, safety and traffic impacts of
women driving are presented. Finally, women’s preferences for purchasing a car and the backing of
potential supportive policies for the transition to women driving are detailed. The survey results are
analyzed for the whole Kingdom as well as for each province. Results are also presented based on
socio-demographic characteristics where there are interesting differences.

- 18 -

Survey and Sample
An on-line questionnaire was designed specifically for the needs of the SHE Drive KSA project. The
questionnaire was structured in seven main sections:
1. Personal information (presented to women and men participants): including sociodemographic characteristics of the respondent, such as age, gender, employment, education,
residence, income and health.
2. Household information (presented to female and male participants): including questions
related to household size, role, income, car ownership and parking spaces.
3. Household’s privately employed drivers (presented to female and male participants):
number of drivers, nationality of drivers, length of employment of drivers, incidents with
drivers, satisfaction with drivers, planned status of drivers following the lift of the ban on
women driving.
4. Attitudes towards women driving (presented to female and male participants): social,
economic, environmental, safety statements that were rated on a 5-point Likert scale
5. Current travel behavior (presented only to female participants): transport mode usage,
travel cost, accidents, satisfaction.
6. Intention to drive (presented only to female participants): intention to drive, get a license
and purchase a vehicle.
7. Policies to support women driving in the KSA (presented to female and male participants):
a range of policies aimed at supporting women driving.
In total, the cleaned sample consists of 31,435 respondents. Both men and women were selected
with 11,631 (37%) women and 19,804 (63%) men finishing the survey. The survey was available to
fill out in both Arabic and English, although 95% of respondents chose to fill it out in Arabic.
Individuals from all the 13 provinces of Saudi Arabia were invited to participate in the survey, while
at the same time we tried to secure a representativeness of our sample based on the KSA population.
Respondents were awarded via a lottery system where they could receive transport related awards.
The survey was carried out before 10th of Shawwal 1439 AH (14 June, 2018), which is the official date
the ban was lifted. For full details about the sample characteristics please see the Appendix.

Structure of the Report
The rest of the report is structured as follows:
• Chapter 2 presents women’s current travel behavior;
•

Chapter 3 elaborates of household’s views of women driving, including women’s willingness
to drive and get a license;
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•

Chapter 4 presents attitudes towards the social impact of women driving;

•

Chapter 5 provides details about the attitudes towards the economic impact of women
driving;

•

Chapter 6 offers insights into the attitudes towards the environmental impact of women
driving;

•

Chapter 7 elaborates on the attitudes towards the impacts of women driving on traffic safety;

•

Chapter 8 presents the potential effects of women driving on privately employed drivers;

•

Chapter 9 elaborates on women’s preferences for purchasing a car;

•

Chapter 10 offers insights into supportive policies for the transition to women driving in the
KSA;

•

Chapter 11 concludes the report.
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Chapter 2
Women’s current travel behavior
This chapter focuses on the current travel behavior of women. The questions analyzed in
this chapter was presented only to the female participants of the survey (11,631 females).
Chapter 2 describes female participants’ current travel patterns and the transport modes
they use before women are allowed to drive on both the national and provincial level. It
also looks at their opinions about satisfaction with current mobility patterns based on
different socio-demographic population groups.

Chapter highlights
•

Most women feel the need to change their current mobility patterns.

•

The most popular transport mode that women use for their mobility is the private car
(driven by someone else; women as passengers).

•

The costs of the private car tend to be covered by the head of the household, while
the costs of a taxi and bus tend to be covered by the female respondent themselves.

•

There are clear trends when it comes to covering the costs of modes and sociodemographic characteristics such as having a high income, being of a certain age
and being highly education.
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Insights
The analysis revealed that the female survey
participants in the Jizan province spent the
longest time travelling to work or education
on average. It further showed that in terms of
being happy with the current mobility
patterns, female respondents in the Qassim
province were the happiest, thereby also
feeling the need to change current patterns
the least. On the other hand, female
respondents in Najran felt the greatest need
to change current mobility patterns.
The analysis further showed that the transport
mode used the most is the private car; 70.4%
of female respondents use a private car from
their household (as passengers) to go to their
activities. Geographically, the largest
proportion of females that use a private car
live in Asir (80.6%), whilst the female
respondents that use the private car the least
live in Jizan (59.3%).
When looking at the socio-demographic
factors some interesting insights are gained.
Foremost, when evaluating the use of private
cars in terms of marital status, it can be seen
that the largest proportion of women that use
a private car are married, while the lowest
proportion of women that use it are divorced.
This can be explained by the fact that married
women will find it easier to use a private car,
as their husband will be able to drive it.
In terms of income groups, the private car is
used the most by women with an income that
is more than 30,000 SAR (86.3%).
Interestingly, women that have no income still
use a private car with a proportion of 72.3%.
Turning to education, a private car is used the
most by female respondents that have the
highest educational attainment (Higher

studies; 77.2%) and the least by females with
no education (55.3%). Thereby indicating a
trend between education and private car use.
When looking at who drives the household
private car, most female respondents
indicated that the car is being driven by their
husband (38.7%) or by their personal driver
(35.3%).
Further, turning to the costs of the gasoline for
the private car, most female respondents
indicated that this was less than 500 SAR
(21.8%). However, a large proportion also said
that they do not know the cost of using a
private car (20.2%). This seems to reveal that
due to not being able to drive the car, there is
a lack of knowledge with regards to its costs.
Moreover, most respondents indicated that
these costs were covered by the head of the
household (71.7%), with only 18% indicating
that they paid for this themselves.
Turning to the relationship between covering
the costs and socio-demographics, some
interesting insights are revealed. Primarily,
being widowed corresponds to paying for the
costs themselves more (72.5%), while being
married or single corresponded to paying for
the private car themselves the least (14.6%
and 15.3% respectively). Further, there seems
to be a correlation between income and
paying for the costs of gasoline, as female
respondents with an income of more than
30,000 SAR responded that they cover the
costs of gasoline the most (52.3%). A similar
relationship is observed when evaluating
education but not when looking at age.
Specifically, while there seems to be an
upward trend in being older and covering the
costs themselves, this is broken by the 66+ age
group.
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Turning to the usage of taxis, taxis are used the
most in the Jizan region (27.8%) and the least
in the Asir region (9.7%). Most female
respondents indicate that they pay between
500 and 1,000 SAR per month for the usage of
taxis (37.4%) and that they pay for this
themselves (67.2%). In fact, only 26.3% of
female respondents indicated that the head of
the household pays for the taxi. Thereby
establishing a clear difference from the trend
in covering the costs observed for private cars.
This can be explained by the fact that women
are able to use a taxi on their own, thereby

creating a greater need to pay for this
themselves.
Finally, when looking at buses it can be
observed that the bus is used the most in the
Tabuk and Jizan provinces (2.6% each).
Further, most female respondents indicate
that when using a bus, they use a private bus
(78%) and pay for this themselves (38.6%).
However, the proportion of women that use
the bus is small, indicating that this is not a
popular mode choice.
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Current travel patterns (for female respondents)
• In terms of travel time to
work or education, the
Jizan province has on
average the longest
travel time at 57.47
minutes.

0 minutes

100 minutes

• In terms of being
happy with the current
transport modes used,
female respondents in
Qassim are the
happiest.

1

5

Average values for each province;
5-point Likert scale: 1=Completely disagree, … , 5=Completely agree

• In terms of feeling the
need to change current
mobility patterns,
female respondents in
Qassim felt this need the
least, while females in
Najran felt this need the
greatest.

1

5

Average values for each province;
5-point Likert scale: 1=Completely disagree, … , 5=Completely agree
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Current transport mode use (for female respondents)

What is the transport mode that you
use the most?
2.2%

1.9% 3.0%

• Geographically, most women
who take the private car live
in Asir (80.6%). The province
with the smallest proportion
of women taking a private
car is Jizan (59.3%).

22.5%

70.4%

private car

taxi

bus

walking

• The most used transport
mode is the private car, with
70.4% of female respondents
saying that this is the mode
they use the most.

Other

0%

100%
Private car usage per province

- 25 -

Current transport mode use (for female respondents)

• In terms of marital status, most female respondents that use a
private car are married (76.9%).
• Respondents with the marital status of Divorced use a private car the
least (50.5%)

Current transport mode use based on marital status
Widowed
Divorced
Married
Single
0%

10%

20%

30%

private car

40%
taxi

50%
bus

60%

70%

walking

Other

80%

90%

100%

• The highest proportion of female respondents that use a private car
is found on the higher income groups.
• The population groups with personal monthly income higher than
20,000 SAR tend to use a private car the most.

Personal monthly income

Current transport mode use based on personal monthly income
> 30,000
From 25,000 SAR to < 30,000 SAR
From 20,000 SAR to < 25,000 SAR
From 10,000 SAR to <20,000 SAR
From 5,000 SAR to < 10,000 SAR
< 5,000 SAR
No income
0%
private car

10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
taxi

bus

walking

Other
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Current transport mode use (for female respondents)
• In terms of education, female respondents with higher studies tend
to use private cars the most (77.2%).
• The highest proportion of females that use the bus are the
respondents with a college or secondary education (both 2.4%).

Current transport mode use based on level of education
Higher studies
College
Secondary / High school
Intermediate
Elementary

No education
0%

10%

20%

private car

30%
taxi

40%
bus

50%
walking

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Other
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Usage of private car (for female respondents)
• Most female respondents that use a private car indicate that this
car is being driven either by their husband (38.7%) or by their
personal driver (35.3%).

Who drives the private car?
1.3%

35.3%

0.6%

Husband

Son

Brother

Father

38.7%

11.3%

9.2%
3.5%

Another household member

Personal driver

Other
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The costs of using a private car (for female respondents)
• In terms of the costs of gasoline, most female respondents
indicated that they pay less than 500 SAR (21.8%).
• A large proportion of women, however, stated that they did not
know the cost (20.2%).

On average,
much
do you
pay pay
for gas
per per
month?
On average,
howhow
much
do you
usually
for gas
month?
LessLess
thanthan
500500
SARSAR
20.2%
20.2%

0.3%
0.3%
0.3% 0.3%

21.8%
21.8%

0.8% 0.8%
3.1%
3.1%

From
to <than
1,000
SARSAR
From
500500
to less
1,000
From 1,000 to < 1,500 SAR
From 1,000 to less than 1,500 SAR
From 1,500 to < 2,000 SAR
From 1,500 to less than 2,000 SAR
From 2,000 to < 2,500 SAR
From
2,000
to less
2,500
From
2,500
to <than
3,000
SARSAR

10.5%
10.5%

> 3,000
From
2,500 SAR
to less than 3,000 SAR
43.0%
43.0%

I don't know
More than 3,000 SAR
I don't know

Who covers the cost?
0.7%
6.7%

2.9%

18.0%

• In terms of covering
the cost for gasoline,
most respondents
answered that the
head of the household
does this (71.1%).
• Only 18% indicated
that they cover this
themselves.

71.7%

Myself

Head of the household

Other household member

My employer

Other
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The costs of using a private car (for female respondents)
• The majority of female respondents who are widows indicate that
they pay for the costs of gasoline themselves (72.5%).
• The single and married female respondents have the lowest
proportion of paying for gasoline themselves (14.6% and 15.3%
respectively).
Cost of using private car based on marital status
Widowed
Divorced
Married
Single
0%
Myself

10%

20%

30%

Head of the household

40%

50%

60%

Other household member

70%

80%

My employer

90%

100%

Other

• Having a higher personal monthly income corresponds to paying
for gasoline themselves more.

Who covers the cost?
Personal monthly income

More> than
30,000
30,000

From
25,000
SAR
to to
less< than
30,000
From
25,000
SAR
30,000
SAR SAR
From
20,000
SAR
25,000
SAR SAR
From
20,000
SAR
to to
less< than
25,000
From
10,000
SAR
20,000
SAR SAR
From
10,000
SAR
to to
less< than
20,000
From
5,000
SAR
10,000
SAR SAR
From
5,000
SAR
to to
less< than
10,000
5,0005,000
SAR SAR
Less< than
No income
No income
0% 0% 10%
20%20% 30%
40%40% 50%60%
60% 70% 80%
80% 90% 100%
Myself

Head of the household

Other household member

My employer

Other
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The costs of using a private car (for female respondents)
• Female respondents with the highest educational level indicate that
they pay for gasoline themselves the most (33.4%)
• Showing that the proportion of female respondents that indicate
that they pay for gasoline themselves increases with educational
attainment.

Cost of using private car based on level of education
Higher studies

College
Secondary / High school
Intermediate
Elementary
No education
0%
Myself

10%

20%

Head of the household

30%

40%

50%

60%

Other household member

70%

80%

90%

My employer

100%

Other

• The 56-65 age group indicated that they pay for gasoline
themselves the most (48.4%).

Who covers the cost of the gasoline?
>66
56 - 65
46 - 55
36 - 45
26 - 35
18 - 25
<18
0%
Myself

10%

20%

30%

Head of the household

40%

50%

60%

70%

Other household member

80%
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Usage of a taxi (for female respondents)
• The Jizan region has the highest proportion of female respondents
who indicate that their most used travel mode is taxi (27.8%).
• This is the lowest in the Asir province (9.7%).

100%

0%
Taxi usage per province
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The costs of using a taxi (for female respondents)

OnOnaverage,
taxi
average,how
howmuch
muchdodoyou
youpay
payforper
per month?
month
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1.7%
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9.5%
9.5%
23.4%
23.4%

8.0%
8.0%

• Most female
respondents
indicate that they
pay from 500 to
1,000 SAR per
month for a taxi
(37.4%).
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• Most female
respondents
indicate that they
pay for the taxi
themselves
(67.2%).
• 26.3% indicate that
the head of the
household pays for
the taxi.

Other
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Usage of bus (for female respondents)

100%

0%
Bus usage per province

What bus do you usually use?

22.0%

• Most female
respondents that
use the bus live in
the Tabuk and
Jizan provinces
(2.6%).
• Private buses are
more popular
(78%) compared to
the public buses.

78.0%

Public

Private
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The costs of using a bus (for female respondents)
Who covers the costs of the bus?
6.2%

Myself

15.2%

32.7%

Head of the household
Other household member

17.0%

My employer
Other
28.9%

• Most female respondents indicate that they cover the costs of the
bus by themselves (38.6%).

Chapter 3
Women’s intention to issue a driving license and
drive – Men’s support
This chapter includes descriptive statistics on women’s willingness to get a driving
license and drive a car. It also includes the effects this will have on their travel mode
choices and whether they are planning on driving around other household members.
Finally, this chapter also includes men’s attitudes towards women driving in their
households. The statistics will be presented for the whole Kingdom as well as each
province.
This chapter uses the responses from both the female (11,631) and the male (19,804)
participants for the analyses.

Chapter highlights

• Most women intend to drive once the ban on women driving has been lifted.
• Most women intend to get a driving license and expect to do this immediately.
• In terms of the women that do not intend to get a driving license, most women expect to
not change their mind about this in the near future.
• Most men will support women in their household getting a driving license both financially
and emotionally.
• Most of the women participants currently use a private car (as passengers) for their trips
(see Chapter 2). However, the women who indicates that they will get a driving license,
they plan to still use a private car for their trips; but now it will be driven by them (private
car- driver).
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Insights
The analysis revealed that nationally, 75.5% of
women intend to drive once the ban on
women driving has been lifted. Geographically,
the highest proportion of women that intend
to drive live in the Riyadh province.
When breaking it down further by sociodemographic characteristics, looking at marital
status, income, age, and education, some
interesting insights are derived. Based on
marital status, most women who intend to
drive are divorced. These divorced women will
most likely intend to drive as this provides
them a way to drive around since they do not
have a husband to help. On the other hand,
married women have the least proportion of
women who want to drive, most likely due to
them not benefitting as much from the ban on
women driving as the other groups.
Turning to income, the largest proportion of
women who intend to drive have an income of
more than 300,000 SAR. This is most likely due
to these women being able to afford to do so.
Further, looking at age, the 18-25 age group
has the highest proportion of women who
intend to drive. This is most likely due to these
women benefiting from driving the most, since
these tend to not be married and having a
husband to drive them to their activities.
The group with the highest educational level
has the largest proportion of women who
intend to drive. This signifies a clear
relationship between education and intention
to drive; the more educated a women is, the
larger the preference of her to start driving.
Intention of driving and planning to get a
driving license are two different things. As
such, both questions where included in our
survey. Moving now to the question about
planning to get a driving license, most women
plan to get a driving license (81.3%), as only

6.3% plan to not do this. The Northern Border
has the highest proportion of women planning
to get a driving license (93.7%).
When breaking this down by sociodemographics and looking at marital status,
we observe that women who are single have
the highest proportion of planning to get a
driving license (85.8%). This is most likely due
to these women benefiting from driving the
most.
Further, women with no income have the
highest proportion of women wanting to drive
(87.2%). However, this is due to those with the
highest income already having a driving
license. In fact, a clear relationship can be
observed with income and having a driving
license. This is most likely observed due to
women with more income being able to afford
driving licenses more than women with less
income. A similar relationship is observed
when looking at education.
Turning to the logistics of getting a license,
most female respondents indicated that they
would get a driving license immediate (35.9%)
and that they would do this in a driving school
in the Kingdom (65.9%). Therefore indicating
that once the driving ban has been lifted, a
large proportion of women will obtain one in
the Kingdom within a short time-frame; a fact
that is verified now by the long waiting lists of
the driving schools for women in the Kingdom.
In terms of the female respondents who
indicated that they do not intend to get a
driving license, most respondents in this
category also indicated that they would not
change their mind in the near future (66.2%).
This was seen strongest in the Najran region,
where 100% of respondents indicated that
they would not change their mind.
In terms of the expectations that women have
once they will have obtained a driving license,
most women expect that they will start driving
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a private car (86.6%). 48% of them indicated
that they would start driving frequently.
Thereby a small proportion of women will stay
within their current mobility pattern.
Turning to men participants and their opinion
on women driving, the Bahah province has the
highest average value of females in
households that are expected to start driving
by men.
In terms of the support that men will provide,
most men participants indicated that they
would support the women in their household
who intend to start driving both financially and
emotionally (38.7%). Nevertheless, 12.9%
indicated that they would not provide any
support. Therefore, indicating that the opinion
of men with regards to women driving are very
mixed.

revealed. Foremost, most men participants
who will not provide any support are below 18
years whereas the 66+ age group contains the
largest proportion of men who will provide full
support to women intending to drive. This can
either illustrate a trend, or it can simply reflect
the capacity to provide emotional and financial
support, which will increase with age.
When turning to education, however, an
interesting trend is observed. The male
participants who have the highest education
attainment, have the highest proportion of
providing full support (71.40%). However, this
group also has quite a large proportion of men
who will not provide any support (18.5%).
Therefore, illustrating that the trend to
provide support is very mixed among even the
most educated men. This shows that the topic
of women driving is complex , with a range of
values competing amongst one another.

Further, when breaking this down by sociodemographics, some interesting patterns are
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Do you intend to drive? (for female participants)

• On the question as to whether women intended to drive, most
female respondents said that they do intend to drive (75.5%).
• The least proportion of women responded that they do not wish
to drive (8%), while 26% indicated that they were not sure yet
whether they would drive.

Do you intend to drive?
Yes, I intend drive.
26.3%

No
7.9%

65.9%

I am not sure yet

• Most women that
responded that they intend
to drive live in the Riyadh
province.
0%

100%
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Do you intend to drive? (for female participants)
• Most women that intend to drive are divorced (67.6%) followed by
single women (64%).
Intention to drive based on martial status
100%
80%
60%

40%
20%
0%
Single

Married
Yes, I intend drive.

Divorced
No

Widowed

I am not sure yet

• Most women that intend to drive have a personal monthly income
of more than 30,000 SAR, while the group with no income has the
lowest proportion of women that intend to drive.
.
Intention to drive based on personal monthly income
More than 30,000
From 25,000 SAR to less than 30,000 SAR
From 20,000 SAR to less than 25,000 SAR
From 10,000 SAR to less than 20,000 SAR
From 5,000 SAR to less than 10,000 SAR

Less than 5,000 SAR
No income
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Yes, I intend drive.
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I am not sure yet
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Do you intend to drive? (for female respondents)
• Most women who intend to drive are in the 18 to 25 age group.
• The 46 to 55 age group has the lowest proportion of women
intending to drive.
.
Intention to drive based on age
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• Most women that intend to drive have higher studies, whilst the no
education group of women has the lowest proportion of women
intending to drive once the ban on driving is lifted.
.
Intention to drive based on level of education
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Are you planning to get a driving license? (for female respondents)
• Most of the women who intend to drive, are planning to get the
driving license once the ban is lifted (81.3%).
• Only 6% declared that they intend to drive, but they are not
planning to get a driving license.
• 7.7% indicated that they have already turned their foreign driving
license into Saudi.

Are you planning to get a driving license?
5.0%

Yes

7.7%

6.0%

No
I already have a driving licence

I already have a Saudi driving
license

81.3%

• The Northern Border
has the highest
proportion of women
planning to get a
driving license (93.7%).

0%

100%
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Are you planning to get a driving license? (for female respondents)
• Most women who are planning to get a driving license are
single (86%).

Intention to get a drivers license based on marital status
Widowed
Divorced
Married
Single
0%
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10%
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80%

90%

100%

I already have a Saudi driving license

• Most women who are planning to get a driving license have a
personal monthly income of less than 5,000 SAR (87.2%).
• However, this is due to respondents in higher income groups
tending to already have a driving license.
Intention to get a drivers license based on personal monthly
income
More than 30,000
From 25,000 SAR to less than 30,000 SAR
From 20,000 SAR to less than 25,000 SAR
From 10,000 SAR to less than 20,000 SAR
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Are you planning to get a driving license? (for female respondents)
• Most women who are planning to get a driving license have gone
to secondary/high school (89.4%).
• The respondents who has a higher educational level, are more
likely to already have a driving license (24.9%).
Intention to get a drivers license based on level of education
Higher studies
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When and where are you planning to get a driving license?
(for female respondents)

When are you planning to get a driving
license?

10.1%

• Most female
respondents are
planning to get a
driving licence
immediately (35.9%).

Immediately
35.9%

14.6%

Within 6 months
Within a year
In more than a year

19.0%

Other
20.4%

Where are you getting or planning on
getting your driving lessons?
Driving school in
the Kingdom
17.7%

Driving school
outside the
Kingdom

14.1%

65.9%
2.3%

• Most female
respondents are
planning to get the
driving license in a
driving school in the
Kingdom (66%).

Private training in
the Kingdom
I do not know
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Expectations once
women
haveto
a driving
licenselicense
(for female respondents)
I do
not intend
get a driving

Is it expected that you change your
mind and drive in the near future?

33.8%

Yes
No

• Most female
respondents who
indicated that they
do not plan to get a
driving license do
not expect to
change their mind
in the near future
(66.2%).

66.2%

0%

100%

• Most female respondents who indicated that they do not plan
to get a driving license and do not expect to change their mind
in the near future live in the Najran province (100%).
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Expectations once women have a driving license (for female respondents)
Do you expect to drive other household
members once you get a driving license?

5.2%

Yes
No

• Most female
respondents who
indicated that they plan
on getting a driving
license claimed that
they expect to driver
other household
members once they
have the license
(94.8%).

94.8%

• The Najran province
has the highest
proportion of female
respondents who
believe that they will
drive other household
members once they
have a driving license
(100%).
0%

100%
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Expectations once women have a driving license (for female respondents)
What transort mode do you expect to
use the most once you get a driving
license?
0.6%

0.3%

0.2%

0.6%

Private car - driver

12.6%

Private car passenger
Taxi
Bus

• Once the female
respondents have a
driving license, they
expect to drive their
private car the most
(87%).
• The majority of women
would like to turn from
private car passengers
to private car drivers.

Walk
85.7%

Other

How often do you expect to drive if you
get the driving license?

11.7%

Frequently
48.0%

40.3%

• Once the female
respondents have a
driving license, most
expect to drive
frequently (48%).
• 12% expect to drive
only in emergencies.

Occasionaly
Only in
emergencies
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Will men support women driving? (for male respondents)

• In terms of men expecting female members in their household to
start driving, Bahah has the highest average number of expected
females in households who will start driving.

1

5

Average values for each province;
5-point Likert scale: 1=Completely disagree, … , 5=Completely agree
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Will men support women driving? (for male respondents)
• In terms of supporting women in the household to get a driving
license, most men stated that they will support their female
household members both financially and emotionally (38.7%).
• 12.9% stated that they would not provide any support.

Are you going to support the women in your household to get a
driving license?
50
40

%

30
20
10
0

Yes, I will support them Yes, I will support them Yes, I will support them No, I will not provide
both financially and
emotionally
financially
any support
emotionally

• Most men who indicated that they would provide support both
financially and emotionally were 66+ (77.5%).
• The less than 18 age group contained the largest proportion of
men who would not provide any support (28.7%) and this due to
their financial independency.
Are you going to support the women in your household getting a
driving license?
>66
Age group

56 - 65

46 - 55
36 - 45
26 - 35
18 - 25
<18
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Yes, I will support them both financially and emotionally

Yes, I will support them emotionally

Yes, I will support them financially

No, I will not provide any support

100%
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Will men support women driving? (for male respondents)
• Most men who indicate that they would support females in their
household get a driving license both financially and emotionally
have higher studies (71.40%).
• The men with a college education have the highest proportion of
men who will not provide any support (21.2%).

Are you going to support the women in your household to get a
driving license?

Level of education

Higher studies
College
Secondary / High school
Intermediate
Elementary
No education
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80%

Yes, I will support them both financially and emotionally

Yes, I will support them emotionally

Yes, I will support them financially

No, I will not provide any support

100%
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Chapter 4
Attitudes towards the social impact of women
driving
This chapter looks at the differences and similarities between men’s and women’s
attitudes towards women driving. Insights are provided both on a national level and a
provincial level. For the analyses, both the females and males’ responses are used.

Chapter highlights
• A higher percentage of women than men believe that driving is one of women’s rights.
• For both men and women, Asir and Qassim provinces are where the least amount of
people agree that driving is one of women’s rights; while Riyadh and the Eastern province
are where the most people agree with this.
• The more educated a women is, the more they agree that driving is one of women’s rights.
The same trend cannot be seen with men.
• Significantly more women than men believe that women are capable of taking on driving
responsibilities.
• Nationality plays a significant role in whether families encourage women to drive. For both
men and women, non-Saudi families encourage women to drive more than Saudi families.
• Both men and women believe there will be positive impacts of women driving.
• The provinces where most men think women driving will enhance the image of Saudi
Arabia is Narjan, while the same for women is the Eastern Region.
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Insights
The analysis revealed that nationally, 61% of
survey participants completely agree that
driving is one of women’s rights and 16%
completely disagree. When looking at it by
gender, there is a significantly higher fraction
of women (70%) than men (56%) who
completely agree that driving is one of
women’s rights. Consequently, there is a large
proportion of men (20%) who completely
disagree with the statement that driving is one
of women’s rights, while there is a smaller
proportion of women (11%) who feel the same
way. Geographically, for both men and women,
the Asir and Qassim provinces are where the
least amount of people agree that driving is
one of women’s rights; while Riyadh and the
Eastern province are where the most people
agree with this. The largest difference between
men’s and women’s opinions is in the Tabuk
province, where a much higher fraction of
women compared to men agree that driving is
one of women’s rights.
When breaking it down further by sociodemographic characteristics, looking at marital
status, education and nationality provide some
interesting insights. Based on marital status,
significantly more single women than married
women agree that driving is one of women’s
rights. These, single women are those who will
benefit most from being able to drive as they
do not have husbands to help drive them
around. In comparison, the marital status of
men does not impact their opinion about
whether driving is one of women’s rights..
Turning to education a clear positive
correlation can be seen with regards to a
woman’s education level and how much they
agree with the statement that driving is one of
women’s rights. The same trend cannot be
seen with men, where those with little to no
education are as positive about this statement
as those with over college level education. For
those individuals (both men and women) with
education, whether they were educated in the

Kingdom or abroad influences their attitude
towards women driving. More women who
were educated abroad than those who were
educated in the Kingdom completely agree
that driving is one of women’s rights. The same
trend can be seen for men that were educated
abroad compared to those educated at home.
Nationality also plays an important role in
attitudes
towards
women
driving.
Interestingly, the impact of nationality on
attitudes is different for women and men.
When examining women’s opinions, a higher
fraction Saudi women than non-Saudi women
agree that driving is one of women’s rights.
However, when looking at the responses from
men, a significantly higher percentage of nonSaudi than Saudi men agree that driving is one
of women’s rights. This means that foreign
men are much more open towards driving as a
women’s right than Saudi men, who have been
raised in a society where women do not drive.
Looking at this geographically, there are much
larger differences throughout the country
between Saudi and non-Saudi men, than Saudi
and non-Saudi women. This is especially the
case in the provinces of Ha’il, Tabuk, Jawf and
the Northern Borders, where non-Saudi men
are significantly more positive towards women
driving than Saudi men. For both men and
women, the smallest difference between the
attitudes of Saudi and non-Saudi people with
regards to women’s rights to driving is in the
province of Madinah.
Looking at the opinions of whether women are
capable of taking on driving responsibilities,
women and men’s attitudes significantly differ.
While over 60% of women completely agree
that women are capable of taking driving
responsibilities, only 42% of men feel the
same. There is also a much larger proportion of
men (22%) than women (12%) who completely
disagree, thus believe that women are
incapable of taking driving responsibilities.
Looking at this geographically, the largest
difference between men’s and women’s
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opinions regarding women’s capabilities are in
the regions of Jawf and Tabuk. Women’s and
men’s opinions are the closest in Qassim and
Bahah regions, but this is mainly due to the fact
that the women in these regions have lower
opinions regarding their capabilities of taking
driving responsibilities.
Again, looking at this by socio-demographic
characteristics, the same trends as before
when it comes to marital status are noticed. A
much higher fraction of single women (67%)
compared to married women (57%)
completely agree that women are capable of
taking driving responsibilities. However, when
it comes to men, marital status does not
influence their opinions about whether
women are capable of taking driving
responsibilities.
When it comes to education, the more
educated men are, the less they agree with the
statement that women are capable of taking
driving responsibilities. While 57% of those
men without any education completely agree
with this statement, only 38% of those who
have completed higher studies (over college)
do. The same clear trend cannot be seen with
women. However, those with elementary or
intermediate education are most likely to
completely disagree with the fact that women
are capable of taking driving responsibilities.
Looking at the family attitude towards women
driving, in almost all provinces men believe
that their families support women driving
more than women believe this. A higher
percentage of men than women responded
completely agree or agree to the statement
“my family encourages women to drive”. The
largest geographical differences in men’s and
women’s responses can be seen in Ha’il and
Bahah provinces while the smallest in Qassim
and Jazan. Respondents views on their families
encouragement
of
women
driving
considerably depends on the nationality of the
respondent. For both men and women, nonSaudi participants responded more positively

towards the statement regarding their family’s
encouragement towards women driving.
While 72% of non-Saudi women completely
agreed that their family encourages women to
drive, only 50% of Saudi women believe so. The
same can be seen with men, where 65% of
non-Saudi men completely agreed that their
family encourages women to drive and only
36% of Saudi men responded so.
Both men and women believe there will be
positive impacts of women driving. Although
women responded slightly more positively to
the statements “women driving will enhance
the image of Saudi Arabia to the rest of the
world”, “driving will enable women to act in
emergencies” and “driving would eliminate all
the troubles accompanying employed drivers”,
overall, men were also positive.
The provinces where most men and women
think women driving will enhance the image of
Saudi Arabia is Narjan, while the same for
women is the Eastern Region. The least men
from the provinces of Asir and Qassim, and the
least women from the provinces of Bahah and
Qassim think that women driving will enhance
the image of Saudi Arabia.
Looking at what respondents think driving will
make women feel; women responded more
positively towards all the possible feelings
including: feeling more confident, more
private, more independent, more comfortable,
happier and safer. While men agreed most
with women feeling more confident from
driving, women agreed most with feeling more
private from driving. Women agreed least with
the statement that that they will feel safer
from driving, while men agreed least with the
statement that women will feel more
comfortable. Looking at the statement “Driving
makes women feel safe” on a provincial level,
the largest difference between women’s and
men’s opinions is in the Northern Borders
region, while the smallest difference was in
Bahah.
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“Driving is one of women’s rights”
(for female and male respondents – whole sample)
• 61% of survey participants completely agree that driving is one of
women’s rights and 16% completely disagree.
• The Eastern Province, Riyadh and the Northern Borders have the most
favorable attitude towards driving as one of women’s rights.

1

5

Average values for each province; 5-point Likert scale:
1=Completely disagree, … , 5=Completely agree

- 55 -

“Driving is one of women’s rights”
(for female and male respondents – whole sample)
Women
Men
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• A higher percentage of women than men agree with the
statement “Driving is one of women’s rights”.
• Geographically, the biggest difference between men’s and
women’s opinions is in the Tabuk province.
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“Driving is one of women’s rights”
(for female and male respondents – whole sample)
Opinion based on level of education
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• The more educated a women is, the more they agree that
“Driving is one of women’s rights”. The same trend cannot be
seen with men.
• Both men and women• who were educated outside of the
Kingdom, agree more that “Driving is one of women’s rights”
compared to those who studied within the Kingdom.
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“Driving is one of women’s rights”
(for female and male respondents – whole sample)
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“Women are capable of taking driving responsibilities”
(for female and male respondents – whole sample)
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“Women are capable of taking driving responsibilities”
(for female and male respondents – whole sample)

Women's opinion based on level of education
Higher studies
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Men's opinion based on level of education
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• The more educated men are, the less they agree with the statement
“Women are capable of taking driving responsibilities”. With
women, the same trend is not seen.
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“My family encourages women to drive”
(for female and male respondents – whole sample)
Men

Women
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Average values for each province; 5-point Likert scale: 1=completely disagree, … , 5=completely agree
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• Nationality plays a significant role in whether families encourage
women to drive. Both non-Saudi men and women agree more
with the statement that “My family encourages women to drive”
compared to Saudi men and women.
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“Women driving will enhance the image of Saudi Arabia
to the rest of the world”
(for female and male respondents – whole sample)
Men

Women

1

5

Average values for each province; 5-point Likert scale: 1=Completely disagree, … , 5=Completely agree

• Both men and women believe there will be positive impacts of
women driving.
• The provinces where most men and women think women
driving will enhance the image of Saudi Arabia is Narjan, while
the same for women is the Eastern Region.
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How would driving make women feel?
(for female and male respondents – whole sample)
Comparison between women and men’s ranking based on
how they think driving will make women feel
Women

Men

1

More private (4.4)

More confident (3.9)

2

More confident (4.3)

More private ( 3.9)

3

More independent 4.3)

Safer (3.9)

4

Happier (4.2)

More independent (3.8)

5

More comfortable (4.1)

Happier (3.8)

6

Safer (4.1)

More comfortable (3.7)
5-point Likert scale: 1= Completely disagree, ... 5=Completely agree

• Women rated “feeling more private” as the most important feeling
due to driving, and “feeling safer” as the least important. In contrast,
men rated “feeling more confident” the most important, and
“feeling more comfortable” the least important.
• Geographically, the largest difference between women’s and men’s
opinions regarding whether “driving will make women feel safer”
was in the Northern Borders province, while the smallest difference
was in Bahah.

“Driving will make women feel safer”
(for female and male respondents – whole sample)
Men

Women

1

5

Average values for each province; 5-point Likert scale: 1=Completely disagree, … , 5=Completely agree
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Comparison between Women and Men’s attitudes
towards the social impact of women driving
Driving would eliminate all the troubles
accompanying employed drivers
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I am afraid that women will be abused while
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5-point Likert scale: 1= Completely disagree, ... 5=Completely agree
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Attitudes towards the social impact of women driving based on the intention of
women to drive

Driving would eliminate all the troubles
accompanying employed drivers
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4.2

3.3

The time women spend driving will distract them
from completing other tasks

2.0

3.9

2.9

Women would be overwhelmed with more
household responsibilities if they drove

2.2

4.2

3.3
1.9
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2.2
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Arabia to the rest of the world

3.5
3.7

1.9

My family encourages women to drive

4.3

3.0
4.1

3.2
4.5

2.3
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4.0

5.0

Not sure yet

5-point Likert scale: 1= Completely disagree, ... 5=Completely agree
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Attitudes towards how driving will make women feel based on the intention of
women to drive
Driving would make women feel
happier

4.6

2.4

safer

3.8
4.6

2.1

3.6

more confident

4.8

2.6

more private

4.0
4.8

2.7

more comfortable
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5-point Likert scale: 1= Completely disagree, ... 5=Completely agree
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Chapter 5
Attitudes towards the economic impact of women
driving
This chapter looks at attitudes towards the economic impact of women driving. It does
this by analysing responses to attitudinal statements that are relevant to economic
impact. Statements are broken down by gender, province and other relevant sociodemographic factors. The responses of both females and males are used for the analyses.

Chapter highlights
•

Most men and women believe that women driving can contribute to achieving the
objectives of Vision 2030.

•

Bahah is the only province where more men than women agree with the statement that
women driving might contribute to the objectives of Vision 2030. In all other provinces
more women than men.

•

For men, the more educated they are, the less they agree with the statement that that
women driving might contribute to the objectives of Vision 2030. However, for women,
no correlation can be seen between these two statements.

•

Both men and women are very positive about the prospect of women driving creating
new female job opportunities.

•

Low income households expect the most positive financial impacts of women driving.

•

There is a much greater difference between the opinion of Saudi and Non-Saudi men
regarding the possible reduction of international labour remittances compared to the
differences in opinion between Saudi and non-Saudi women.
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Insights
One of the important elements of this chapter
is to examine respondents’ opinions regarding
whether women driving could have an impact
on reaching the targets of Saudi Arabia’s Vision
2030. The results indicate that most men and
women believe that women driving can
contribute to achieving the objectives of Vision
2030. However, more women completely
agreed with this, while more men completely
disagreed.
Geographically,
there
are
significant differences in the average opinions
of the 13 provinces for both men and women.
For both women and men, Narjan province
had the highest mean (with values of 4.4/51
and 4.2/5 for women and men respectively);
while Qassim had the lowest (with 3.6 and
3.5/5 respectively). In all provinces, except
Bahah, more women than men agree with the
statement that women driving might
contribute to the objectives of vision 2030. The
largest difference between men’s and
women’s opinions is in the Jawf province and
the smallest is in Qassim.
Interesting insights can be seen when breaking
down responses based on level of education.
For men, the more educated they are, the less
they agree with the statement that that
women driving might contribute to the
objectives of vision 2030. However, for
women, no correlation can be seen between
these two factors. Geographically, there are
significant differences based on level of
education. For example, while Bahah has one
of the highest mean values for lower
educated2 men and women, it has one of the
lowest mean values for higher educated3
women.
Turning to the possible positive economic
impacts of women driving, both men and

1

5-point Likert scale: 1=Completely disagree, …,
5=Completely agree
2 Intermediate education or below

women are very positive about the prospects
of women driving creating new job
opportunities. Geographically, women were
most positive in the Eastern Province and
Narjan, while men in Narjan and Jawf. Looking
at another possible positive impact of women
driving, comparing it to responses about job
opportunities, both men and women are less
confident about the prospect of women
driving increasing income rates in the
Kingdom. For women, the highest mean
response is in Jawf (4.4/5) , while for men this
is Narjan (4.1/5). The lowest for both women
and men is Qassim with mean values of 3.6/5
and 3.3/5 respectively.
Monthly expenses is a significant factor in the
economic wellbeing of a household. When
asked about whether women driving might
reduce a women’s household’s monthly
expenses for transportation, both men and
women had fairly low mean responses
(although still positive). Looking at this further
and breaking it down by income category, out
of all of the categories, low income
households4 have the highest percentage of
respondents who strongly agree with this. This
shows that low income households expect the
most positive financial impacts of women
driving.
Overall, more women agree with the
statement that women driving might reduce
the volume of international labour
remittances. There is a much greater
difference between the opinion of Saudi and
non-Saudi men than Saudi and non-Saudi
women. Geographically, the Northern Borders
has the highest fraction of both men and
women who agree with the statement that
women driving might reduce the volume of
international labour remittances.

3
4

High school education or above
Under 20,000 SAR per month
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“Women driving will contribute to achieving the objectives of Vision 2030”
(for female and male respondents – whole sample)
Opinion based on gender
Women
Men
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70%

Agree

Women

80%
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100%

Completely agree

Men

1

5

Average values for each province; 5-point Likert scale: 1=Completely disagree, … , 5=Completely agree

• Bahah is the only province where more men than women agree with the
statement that women driving might contribute to the objectives of
Vision 2030. In all other provinces more women than men believe this.

Average opinions for Jawf province by gender
Women

Men

4.56

3.89
Where 1=completely disagree
5=completely agree
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“Women driving will contribute to achieving the objectives of Vision 2030”
(for female and male respondents – whole sample)

WOMEN

Opinion based on level of education
College or higher studies
Intermediate or secondary school
Elementary education or less

MEN

College or higher studies
Intermediate or secondary school
Elementary education or less
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
Completely disagree

Disagree

Women with Low Education

Men with Low Education

1

Neutral

Agree

Completely agree

Women with High Education

Men with High Education

5

Where: Low education = intermediate education or less; High education = high school or over
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“Women driving will create new job opportunities for females”
(for female and male respondents – whole sample)
Men

Women

1

5

Average values for each province; 5-point Likert scale: 1=Completely disagree, … , 5=Completely agree

• Both men and women are very positive about the prospect of women
driving creating new female job opportunities. Geographically, women
are most positive in the Eastern Province and Najran, while men in
Najran and Jawf.
• Comparatively both men and women are confident about the prospect
of women driving increasing income rates in the Kingdom.

“Women driving will contribute to increasing income rates in the Kingdom”
(for female and male respondents – whole sample)
Men

Women

1

5

Average values for each province; 5-point Likert scale: 1=Completely disagree, … , 5=Completely agree
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“Women driving will reduce household’s monthly expenses for transportation”
(for female and male respondents – whole sample)
Women's
household
Women's opinion
opinion based
based on
on monthly
household
monthly income
income
Over 80,000 SAR
From 70,000
70,000 SAR
SAR to
to <80,000
From
80,000SAR
SAR
From 60,000 SAR to 70,000 SAR
From 50,000 SAR to <60,000
60,000SAR
SAR
From 40,000 SAR to 50,000 SAR
From 30,000 SAR to 40,000
< 40,000SAR
SAR
From 20,000 SAR to 30,000 SAR
From 10,000 SAR to <20,000
20,000SAR
SAR
Less than 10,000 SAR
Nothing
Nothing
0%0% 10%
10% 20%
20% 30%
30% 40%
40% 50%
50% 60%
60% 70%
70% 80%
80% 90% 100%
Completely disagree

Disagree

Neutral

Agree

Completely agree

Men's opinion based on household
monthly income
monthly household
80,000SAR
SAR
Over >80,000
From 70,000 SAR to <80,000
80,000SAR
SAR
From 60,000 SAR to <70,000
70,000SAR
SAR
From 50,000 SAR to <60,000
60,000SAR
SAR
From 40,000 SAR to <50,000
50,000SAR
SAR
From 30,000 SAR to <40,000
40,000SAR
SAR
From 20,000 SAR to <30,000
30,000SAR
SAR
From 10,000 SAR to <20,000
20,000SAR
SAR
10,000SAR
SAR
Less than <10,000
Nothing
Nothing
0% 10%
10% 20%
20% 30%
30% 40%
40% 50%
50% 60%
60% 70%
70% 80%
80%
0%
Completely disagree

Disagree

Neutral

Agree

90% 100%

Completely agree

• Out of all the household income categories, men and women from
low income households (under 20,000 SAR per month) have the
highest percentage of respondents who strongly agree with the fact
that women driving might reduce a women’s household’s expenses.
• This shows that low income households expect the most positive
financial impacts of women driving.
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“Women driving will reduce the volume of international labour remittances”
(for female and male respondents – whole sample)
• Overall, more women agree with the fact that women driving might
reduce the volume of international labour remittances.
• There is a much greater difference between the opinion of Saudi and
Non-Saudi men regarding the possible reduction of international
labour remittances compared to the differences in opinion between
Saudi and non-Saudi women.
Women's opinion based on nationality
Non Saudi
Saudi
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Men's opinion based on nationality
Non Saudi
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The Norther borders has the highest fraction of both men and women who think that
women driving may decrease in the volume of international labor remittances

Women

Men

4.5

4.22
Where 1=completely disagree
5=completely agree

- 73 -

Comparison between Women and Men’s attitudes
towards the economic impact of women driving
Women driving will increase fuel consumption in
the Kingdom

3.9
3.9

Women driving will create new job opportunities
for females

4.5
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Women driving will reduce number of private
drivers in the Kingdom

4.3
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income rates in the Kingdom

4.1
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5-point Likert scale: 1= Completely disagree, ... 5=Completely agree
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Attitudes towards the economic impact of women driving based on the intention
of women to drive
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Chapter 6
Attitudes towards the environmental impact of
women driving
This chapter looks at the environmental impacts of women driving. It specifically
focuses on men’s and women’s opinions towards infrastructure needs, environmental
pollution and electric cars. Both males and females’ responses are analysed.

Chapter highlights
•

Those who were educated abroad are less concerned with the sufficiency of the
Kingdom’s infrastructure to support women driving than those that were educated in
the Kingdom. The trend holds for both men and women.

•

The largest difference between the opinion of men and women with regards to
whether women driving will contribute to increasing environmental pollution can be
seen in the youngest and oldest age groups.

•

Overall, men and women have fairly similar opinions about whether women driving
would increase the number of electric cars in the Kingdom.

•

Household income has an impact on both men’s and women’s opinions towards
whether driving would increase the number of electric cars in the Kingdom. Those
with higher household incomes tend to agree less with the statement that driving
would increase the number of electric cars in the Kingdom.
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Insights
This chapter focuses on opinions towards the
potential environmental impact of women
driving. Men have a wider spread in opinions
than women regarding whether the
Kingdom’s infrastructure is sufficient to
support women driving. On the one hand,
while 43% of men strongly agree with this,
only 38% of women do so. On the other hand,
the fraction of men that strongly disagree with
this is 21%, while the fraction of women is
19%. Geographically, the biggest difference in
opinions between men and women is in the
Narjan province, where women believe that
the infrastructure is not sufficient to support
women driving significantly more than men.
For all the other provinces the opinions are
fairly similar between the two genders.
Nationality plays a significant role in
individuals opinions regarding whether the
Kingdom’s infrastructure is sufficient to
support women driving. More Saudi than nonSaudi men believe that the infrastructure is
not sufficient to support women driving. The
same difference based on nationality can also
be seen for women. Looking at education,
those who were educated broad are less
concerned with the sufficiency of the
Kingdom’s infrastructure to support women
driving than those that were educated in the
Kingdom. This trend holds for both men and
women.
Turning to opinions regarding pollution;
overall, more men than women believe that
women driving will contribute to increasing
environmental pollution. However, there is a
large proportion of both men (33%) and

women (43%) who completely disagree with
this and believe that women driving will not
increase environmental pollution. The
province with the highest mean value for men
is Bahah (3.1/5), while for women this is
Najran (2.9/5). The province with the lowest
mean value for men is Northern Borders
(2.1/5), while for women it is Riyad (2.7/5).
The largest difference between the opinion of
men and women with regards to whether
women driving will contribute to increasing
environmental pollution can be seen in the
youngest and oldest age groups. While 42% of
men over 66 completely disagree with this,
only 18% of women do so. Looking at the
youngest participants, only 22% of under 18
year old men completely disagree with this ,
while 42% of women under 18 do so.
Similar percentages of men and women
strongly believe that women driving will
increase the number of electric cars in the
kingdom. Geographically, there are no
consistent differences between the opinions
of men and women. In some provinces
(Riyadh, Makkah, Eastern Province, Qassim,
Ha’il, Tabuk, Jizan and Najran) more women
than men think that women driving would
increase the number of electric cars in the
Kingdom. In other provinces (Madinah,
Northern borders, Bahah, Jawf and Asir) more
men than women think so. Household income
has an impact on both men’s and women’s
opinions towards whether driving would
increase the number of electric cars in the
Kingdom. Those with higher household
incomes tend to agree less with the statement
that driving would increase the number of
electric cars in the Kingdom.

- 77 -

“The infrastructure is not sufficient to support women driving”
(for female and male respondents – whole sample)
Opinion based on gender
Women
Men
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Disagree
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Neutral

70%

Agree

Women

80%
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Completely agree

Men

1

5

Average values for each province; 5-point Likert scale: 1=Completely disagree, … , 5=Completely agree

• Men have a wider spread in opinions than women regarding whether
the Kingdom’s infrastructure is sufficient to support women driving.
• The biggest difference between the opinions of men and women is in
the Narjan province.
Average opinions for Narjan province by gender
Women

Men

3.68

3.3
Where 1=completely disagree
5=completely agree
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“The infrastructure is not sufficient to support women driving”
(for female and male respondents – whole sample)

MEN

WOMEN

Opinions based on nationality
Non Saudi
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Non Saudi
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• More Saudi than non-Saudi men believe that the Kingdom’s
infrastructure is not sufficient to support women driving. The
same difference based on nationality can be seen with women.
• Those who were educated abroad are less concerned with the
sufficiency of the Kingdom’s infrastructure to support women
driving than those that were educated in the Kingdom. The trend
holds for both men and women.
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“Women driving will contribute to increasing environmental pollution”
(for female and male respondents – whole sample)
Opinion based on gender
Women
Men
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Average values for each province; 5-point Likert scale: 1=Completely disagree, … , 5=Completely agree

Provinces with the highest and lowest mean values
Women

Men

Highest mean value

Najran
(2.9)

Bahah
(3.1)

Lowest mean value

Northern
Borders (2.1)

Riyadh
(2.7)

5-point Likert scale: 1=completely disagree
5=completely agree
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“Women driving will contribute to increasing environmental pollution”
(for female and male respondents – whole sample)

Women's opinion based on age
>66
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Men's opinion based on age
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• The largest difference between the opinion of men and women with
regards to whether women driving will contribute to increasing
environmental pollution can be seen in the youngest and oldest age
groups.
• While 42% of men over 66 completely disagree with this, only 18% of
women do so. Looking at the youngest participants, only 22% of under
18 year old men completely disagree with this , while 42% of women
under 18 do so.
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“Women driving would increase the number of electric cars in the Kingdom”
(for female and male respondents – whole sample)
Opinion based on gender
Women

Men
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Average values for each province; 5-point Likert scale: 1=Completely disagree, … , 5=Completely agree

• Overall, men and women
have fairly similar opinions
about whether women
driving would increase the
number of electric cars in the
Kingdom.
• Geographically, there is no
clear trend; some provinces
women agree more, while in
other provinces men do so.

Women higher
mean than men
Riyadh
Makkah
Eastern Province
Qassim
Ha’il
Tabuk
Jizan
Najran

Men higher mean
than women
Madinah
Northern Borders
Bahah
Jawf
Asir

5-point Likert scale: 1=Completely disagree, … ,
5=Completely agree
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“Women driving would increase the number of electric cars in the Kingdom”
(for female and male respondents – whole sample)
household
monthly income
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• Household income plays an important role for both men’s and
women’s opinions towards whether driving would increase the
number of electric cars in the Kingdom.
• Those with higher household incomes tend to agree less with the
statement that driving would increase the number of electric cars in
the Kingdom.
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Attitudes towards the environmental impact of women driving based on gender
(for female and male respondents – whole sample)
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Attitudes towards the environmental impact of women driving based on the
intention of women to drive (for female respondents)
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Chapter 7
Attitudes towards the impact of women driving on
traffic safety
This chapter looks at attitudes towards the traffic safety impacts of women driving. It
examines attitudes towards vehicle accidents and traffic congestion on a Kingdom and
provincial level. For the analyses, the responses from both female and male
participants are used.

Chapter highlights
•

A higher percentage of men than women believe that women driving might increase
the number of traffic accidents in the Kingdom. Location of education has a
significant effect on their opinions.

•

A higher percentage of men than women believe that women driving might increase
the number of female fatalities in the Kingdom. Some provinces (e.g. Tabuk) have
large differences between men’s and women’s opinions, while other provinces (e.g.
Najran) have smaller differences.

•

The more educated men are, the less they agree that women driving might lead to an
increase in traffic discipline in the Kingdom. The same clear trend cannot be seen for
women.
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Insights
A much higher percentage of men than
women believe that women driving might
increase the number of traffic accidents in the
Kingdom. While 40% of men completely agree
with this, only 24% of women do so. The
province where the most people (for both men
and women) agree with this is Qassim. The
province where least people agree is the
Northern Borders for women and Jawf for
men. The biggest difference in the opinions of
men and women is in the Northern Province,
where a much higher percentage of men than
women think that women driving will increase
the number of traffic accidents in the Kingdom.
Location of education has a significant effect
on individuals opinions regarding women’s
possible contribution to accidents. A higher
percentage of women who were educate in
the Kingdom, compared to those who were
educated abroad, believe that women might
increase the number of traffic accidents. The
same difference can be seen when comparing
men who were educated within the Kingdom
to those who were educated abroad.
Looking at fatal accidents, more men than
women believe that women driving will
increase the number of female fatalities in the
Kingdom. Some provinces (e.g. Tabuk) have
large differences between men’s and women’s
opinions, while other provinces (e.g. Najran)
have smaller differences. Breaking it down by
nationality, Saudi men feel much more
strongly about the increase in number of
female fatalities than Non-Saudi men. The
same can be seen with women, however, the
difference based on nationality is much
smaller than with men. Age also has a
significant effect on women’s opinions; the

younger age groups have a higher percentage
of individuals who strongly disagree compared
to the older age groups. With men, the trend
seems to be the opposite, although this is not
as clear as with women.
Overall, more men than women believe that
women driving might lead to an increase in
traffic discipline in the Kingdom. The biggest
difference between men’s and women’s
opinions is in the Northern Borders, while men
and women have the most similar opinion in
Bahah. Breaking it down by education, the
more educated men are, the less they agree
that women driving might lead to an increase
in traffic discipline in the Kingdom. The same
clear trend cannot be seen for women.
Women driving could result in potential traffic
and parking problems. More men than women
believe that women driving might increase
traffic jams in the Kingdom. While 48% of men
strongly agree with this, only 37% of women
do so. Similar trends can be seen when talking
about parking issues. 51% of men completely
agree that women driving will increase the
parking problems in the Kingdom, while only
41% of women do. As shown by these
numbers, people are slightly more positive
that women driving will cause parking
problems than they are about women causing
traffic jams.
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“Women driving might increase the number of traffic accidents in the Kingdom”
(for female and male respondents – whole sample)
Opinion based on gender
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• A higher percentage of men than women believe that women driving
might increase the number of traffic accidents in the Kingdom.
• Location of education has a significant effect on this opinion.
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“Women driving might increase the number female fatalities in the Kingdom”
(for female and male respondents – whole sample)
Opinion based on gender
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Provinces with the greatest and smallest differences in the opinions of men and
women
Greatest difference

Smallest difference
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Men: 3.6 ;Women 2.7

Men 3.4; Women3.2
Where 1=completely disagree
5=completely agree

• A higher percentage of men than women believe that women driving
might increase the number of female fatalities in the Kingdom.
• Some provinces (e.g. Tabuk) have large differences between men’s
and women’s opinions, while other provinces (e.g. Najran) have
smaller differences.
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“Women driving might increase the number female fatalities in the Kingdom”
(for female and male respondents – whole sample)
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“Women driving might lead to an increase in traffic discipline in the Kingdom”
(for female and male respondents – whole sample)
Women
Men

Average values for each province; 5-point Likert scale: 1=Completely disagree, … , 5=Completely agree

• The more educated men are, the less they agree that women driving
might lead to an increase in traffic discipline in the Kingdom. The
same clear trend cannot be seen for women.
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Potential traffic and parking problems related to women driving
(for female and male respondents – whole sample)
Opinion: "Women driving might increase traffic jams in the
Kingdom"
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- 91 -

Comparison between Women’s and Men’s attitudes towards safety and traffic
impacts of women driving

2.8

Women driving might increase the number of
female fatalities in the Kingdom

3.4

3.5

Women driving might increase the parking
problems in the Kingdom

3.8

3.4

Women driving might increase traffic jams in the
Kingdom

3.7

3.7

Women driving might lead to an increase in traffic
discipline in the Kingdom

3.2

2.9

Women driving might increase their contribution
in accidents

3.6

2.8

Women driving might increase the number of
traffic accidents in the Kingdom

3.5

1.0
Women

2.0

3.0

4.0

5.0

Men

Average values for each region; 5-point Likert scale: 1=Completely disagree, … , 5=Completely agree

- 92 -

Attitudes towards the traffic safety impact of women driving based on the
intention of women to drive
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Chapter 8
The Effect of Women Driving on Private Drivers

This chapter looks at the effect the lifting of the women’s driving ban will have on
privately employed drivers. It will provide insight into current patterns and potential
future changes by looking at both the provincial and national level. The questions
analysed in this chapter have been presented to both the female and male participants.

Chapter highlights
• Compared to households that employ any driver, a higher percentage of households do
not employ a driver.
• Most households do not believe that the lifting of the women’s driving ban will have an
effect on the number of drivers employed in their households.
• The province where the highest proportion of people believe that the lifting of the women’s
driving ban will have an effect on the number of drivers employed in the household is
Bahah.
• More women than men believe that the lifting of the women’s driving ban will result in a
decrease in drivers employed in household.
• More non-Saudi that Saudi respondents believe that the lifting of the driving ban will
increase the number of drivers employed by households.
• There is a trend when it comes to age, as more younger people believe that the lifting of
the women’s driving ban will decrease number of drivers employed by households than
older respondents.
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Insights

that gender does not significantly influence
people’s opinion on this matter

The analysis revealed that nationally, 17.3% of
survey participants employ a driver, whilst
82.7% of survey participants do not.
Geographically, the Eastern province has the
highest percentage of households that employ
drivers, whilst the Jizan province has the
lowest.

Breaking it down further in terms of the sociodemographic characteristics, looking at
nationality, age group, and education, some
interesting insights is gained.

Most drivers that are employed by households
are Non-Saudi. Jizan, especially, employs the
most non-Saudi drivers, whilst Al-Mahida
employs the lowest number of non-Saudi
drivers.
Breaking it down further, most households
that employ drivers work for the government
(50.7%), whilst most households that do not
employ drivers work for the private sector
(57.4%).
Turning to the changes that will arise with the
abolishment of the women’s driving ban,
45.7% of survey participants believed that this
would lead to a decrease in the number of
drivers employed in households. Only 1.1%
believed that it would lead to an increase, and
53.1% indicated that it would not lead to a
change.

Foremost, while there is only a small
difference in terms of Saudi and Non-Saudi
respondents who believe that the lifting of the
women’s driving ban will decrease the drivers
employed, there is a large difference in terms
of their opinion on whether it will lead to an
increase in the number of drivers employed.
0.9% of the Saudi respondents believe that it
would lead to an increase, whilst 7.0 percent
of non-Saudi respondents believe this.
Furthermore, in terms of age groups, there
seems to be a relationship between age and
believing that the lifting of the women’s
driving ban will decrease number of drivers
employed by households. Namely, the 26 to
35 age group believe that it will decrease the
most, while the 66+ age group believe that
this will decrease the least. Thereby indicating
that the younger population is more optimistic
with regards to the uptake of driving by
women in response to the lifting of the ban.

Geographically, the province where the
highest proportion of people believe that the
lifting of the women’s driving ban will lead to
a decrease in the number of drivers employed
by households is Bahah, whilst Quassim has
the highest proportion of people who do not
believe that it will lead to any change.
When looking at it by gender, there only a
small different in the fraction of women that
believe that the lifting of the driving ban will
result in a decrease in drivers employed
(45.7%) than men (40.6%). Thereby signifying
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Drivers employed in household
(for female and male respondents – whole sample)
• 17.3% of households employ a driver.
• Geographically, the proportion of employed drivers is the
highest in the Eastern Province, whilst it is the lowest in the
Jizan province.

Does your household employ any driver?
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• Most drivers employed in households are Non-Saudi.
• Geographically, on average, Jizan employs the most non-Saudi
d employs the lowest number of nondrivers, while Al Madinah
Saudi drivers.
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Drivers employed in household
(for female and male respondents – whole sample)
• Evaluating number of drivers employed in terms of employment
sector, most respondents that employ a driver in the household
work for the government (50.7%).
• Most respondents that do not employ a driver work for the
private sector (57.4%).

Drivers employed in household based on respondent's
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Change to drivers employed in response to lifting of women’s driving ban
(for female and male respondents – whole sample)

• Most respondents (53.10%) believe that the lifting of the women’s
driving ban will have no effect on the number of drivers employed
by households.
• 47.5% of respondents expect that in response to the lifting of the
women’s driving ban, the number of drivers employed by
households will decrease.

Expected change in the number of household's employed drivers in
response to allowing women drive
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• Geographically, most
people in Madinah
(62%) believe that the
lifting of the women’s
driving ban will
decrease number of
employed drivers in
households.

0%

100%

• In Northern Border
province, the least
people believe this
(42%).
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Change to drivers employed in response to lifting of women’s driving ban
(for female and male respondents – whole sample)
• When looking at gender, there is only a small difference
between the proportion of men that believe that the lifting of
the women’s driving ban will decrease the number of employed
drivers in the household (41%). The proportion of women that
believe this is 46%.
• This seems to indicate that both genders have similar
expectation with regards to the consequences of the lifting of
the driving ban.
Opinion based on gender
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• There is also only a small difference in the Saudi respondents who
believe that the lifting of the women’s driving ban would decrease
drivers employed (45.6%) and the non-Saudi respondents (49.5%)
• There is a large difference, however, in the Saudi respondents
who believe that the lifting of the women’s driving ban would
increase employed drivers by households (0.9%) and the nonSaudi respondents who believe this (7.0%).
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Change to drivers employed in response to lifting of women’s driving ban
(for female and male respondents – whole sample)

• When looking at age, there are clear differences between the age
groups believing that the number of drivers employed will
decrease, increase, or remain the same in response to the lifting
of the women’s driving ban.
• Within these small differences, however, it can be seen that the
>66 age group believes this the least, whilst the 26-35 age group
believes this the most.
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Chapter 9
Women’s Preferences for Purchasing a Car
This chapter looks at women’s preferences for purchasing cars. It will include insights
into their socio-demographic features as well as information on the types of cars Saudi
women would buy. The questions analysed in this chapter have been presented only to
the female participants.

Chapter highlights

• Most women will purchase a car once the driving ban on women driving has been lifted.
• Marital status (being divorced), education attainment (higher studies) and age (lower) are
important determinants of purchasing a car.
• The most prominent reason for not purchasing a car is the reason that the respondent is
unable to afford the car.
• Most females would purchase a car by themselves. The most popular car type is the small
city car.
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Insights
The analysis of women’s preferences for
purchasing a car revealed that in Saudi Arabia,
there is a large quantity of women that would
purchase a car once the ban on driving has
been lifted (70.5%). Looking at this
geographically, the Northern Borders and
Najran have the highest proportion of women
who would purchase a car once the ban on
driving has been lifted (76.7%). On the other
hand, the Quassim province has the lowest
proportion of women who would purchase a
car (61.6%).
The analysis further revealed that in terms of
socio-demographics,
marital
status,
education, and age are important indicators
for a women’s preference to purchase a car.
The analysis revealed that being divorced
translates to a high preference for purchasing
a car (83.4%), whilst being married results in a
low preference for doing this (67.2%)
Turning to education, the analysis revealed a
clear trend that the higher educated a women
is, the larger the preference becomes for her
to purchase a car (73%). Having no education,
however, led to having the smallest
preference for purchasing a car (50%). This
seems to indicate that the more educated one
is, the higher the preference for purchasing a
car once the ban on women driving has been
lifted becomes.

When looking at the reasons for not
purchasing a car it can be established that the
most prominent reason for not purchasing a
car is that the respondent cannot afford a car
(64.9%). The least prominent reason is that
there is a lack of parking space (0.5%).
Turning to the preferences for car types to be
purchased, most respondents answered that
they would purchase a brand-new car (68.7%).
The most popular car type that women wish
to purchase upon the lifting of the women’s
driving ban is a small city car (50.9), whilst the
least popular car to be purchased is a sports
car (10.5%).
In terms of who would purchase the car, most
female respondents answered that they
would buy the car themselves (64.3%). Most
furthermore claimed that the car would be
registered in their name (94.4%).
When looking at the willingness to pay, most
respondents said that they would be willing to
pay less than 50,000 SAR (41.9%). Only 1.5%
of female respondents answered that they
would be willing to pay more than 300,000
SAR. This seems to echo the earlier response
with regards to car type and seems to reveal
that with the lifting of the women’s driving
ban, women will turn to affordable and
practical cars.

Further, a similar trend can be found when
evaluating the question in terms of age that
there seems to be a decreasing trend in terms
of age and the preference for purchasing a car.
Specifically, the 36 to 45 age groups has the
largest proportion of women who would like
to purchase a car (73%), while the 66+ age
group has the lowest (62.5%).
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“Are you planning on purchasing a car for yourself?”
(for female respondents)
• In terms of women who are planning on purchasing a car in
response to the lifting of the women’s driving ban, a larger
proportion answered this question with the affirmative (70.5%).
• Geographically, the Northern Borders and the Najran provinces
have the highest proportion of women that plan on purchasing a
car (76.7%). The Qassim province has the lowest (61.6%).
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“Are you planning on purchasing a car for yourself?”
(for female respondents)
• In terms of marital status, the highest proportion of women that
would purchase a car is divorced (83.4%).
• On the other hand, being married seems to equate to having a
smaller preference for purchasing a car once the ban on women
driving has been lifted (67.2%)
Opinion based on marital status
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“Are you planning on purchasing a car for yourself?”
(for female respondents)

• In terms of opinion based on educational attainment, women
with ‘Higher studies’ have the largest proportion who plan to
buy a car (74.4%). Women with no education have the lowest
(50%).
• This indicates a clear trend between higher education
attainment and the planning of buying a car.
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• In terms of age group, the highest proportion of women
planning on buying a car are in the 36-45 age group (73.0%).
• The lowest proportion is the 66+ age group (62.5%).
p

- 105 -

“Why will you not purchase a car?”
(for female respondents)
Opinion based on age
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• Looking at the female respondents that indicated that they
would not purchase a car, the most prominent reason for this
answer was that these respondents cannot afford a car
(64.9%).
• The second most popular reason for not buying a car is ‘using
an existing car of my household’ (24%).
• Only 0.5% of female respondents indicating that not
purchasing a car is due to a lack of parking spaces in their
residence.
p
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Preferences for car type to be purchased
(for female respondents)
Preference for condition of purchased car
Second-hand car
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• In terms of car type to be bought, most female respondents
indicated that they would buy a brand-new car (68.7%).
• Only 31.3% indicated that they would buy a second-hand car.
.
Preference for type of car
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• In terms of the type of car, female respondents who wish to
purchase, indicate that they would purchase a small city car
(50.9%).
• The second most popular car is a Sedan (20.8%).
• SUV’s (17.9%) and Sports cars (10.5%) are the least popular
purchasing options.
.
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Information on car purchase
(for female respondents)
Who will purchase the car for you?
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• In terms of purchasing a car, most female respondents said
that they would purchase the car themselves (64.3%).
• 28.7% indicated that the head of the household would
purchase the car.

Will the car be registered under your name?
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• Further, in terms of registering the car, most female
respondents answered that the car will be registered in
their name (94.4%).
• Only 5.6% of female respondents said that the car would
not be resisted in their name.
.
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Willingness to pay for car
(for female respondents)
How much are you willing to pay for the car?
More
than 300,000
> 300,000
SAR SAR
from 250,000 to <less
than 300,000
SAR
300,000
SAR
from 200,000 to <less
than 250,000
SAR
250,000
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from 150,000 to <less
than 200,000
SAR
200,000
SAR
from 100,000 to <less
than 150,000
SAR
150,000
SAR
from 50,000 to less
than 100,000
SAR
< 100,000
SAR
Less
than SAR
50,000 SAR
< 50,000
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05

510

1015
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• In terms of willingness to pay for the car, most respondents
answered that they would be willing to pay less than 50,000
SAR for the car (41.9%)
• Only 1.5% of female respondents indicated that they would
be willing to pay more than 300,000 SAR.
• This seems to indicate that when the women’s driving ban is
lifted, most women will not pay a large amount of money
for the car.
.
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Chapter 10
Potential Supportive Policies for the Transition to
Women Driving in KSA
This section will present the descriptive statistics of the policies that could be imposed
to smooth and support the transition to the women driving era.

Chapter highlights
•

Establishing a committee to deal with women driving affairs has the most support
from survey participants.

•

In Jizan over 85% of people would support establishing a committee to deal with
women driving affairs, while in Riyadh only 77%.

•

The more educated people are the less they support establishing a committee to
deal with women driving affairs.

•

There are larger differences between men’s and women’s support towards: providing
rest facilities on the roads for women; supporting and encouraging carpooling; and
initiating female only gas stations.

•

The greatest difference in support between men and women is for support and
encourage carpooling Significantly more men than women support this (52.5% vs.
35.0% support).
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Insights
Overall, establishing a committee that deals
with women driving affairs received most
support, with over 80% of respondents stating
they would support this. The establishment of
female-only vehicle maintenance workshops
was only very highly rated, with 75% of
respondents saying they would support this.
On the lower end of the spectrum, allowing
recruitment of female drivers from abroad
only received 37% support, while encouraging
carpooling received 46%.
Geographically, there was not much difference
in the support towards establishing a
committee that deals with women driving
affairs. The province where most people
support this is Jizan (85.9% support), while the
least is Riyadh (77.3% support). The low
support towards allowing recruitment of
female drivers from abroad can been seen in
every province, with the highest support still
only being at 43% (Ha’il) and the lowest at 31%
(Najran).
Looking closer at the most popular policy, the
support towards establishing a committee that
deals with women driving affairs depends on

education level. The more educated people
are the les they support this policy. There is no
significant difference in support based on
employment status or nationality.
Comparing support between men and women,
for many policies the percentage on men who
support is quite similar to the percentage of
women. However there are larger differences
between men’s and women’s support towards
providing rest facilities on the roads for
women;
supporting and
encouraging
carpooling; and initiating female only gas
stations.
The policy with the greatest difference
between men and women is supporting and
encouraging carpooling. Significantly more
men (52%) than women (35%) support this
policy. Geographically, the greatest difference
between men’s and women’s support is in the
Northern Borders (27% support by women and
49% support by men). The smallest (but still
large) difference is in Bahah (35% support by
women, 50% support by men). There is a slight
difference in support based on nationality,
while 50% of non-Saudi people support the
policy of encouraging carpooling, only 45% of
Saudi people do.
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Overall support towards various policies
(for female and male respondents – whole sample)
Percentage of respondents supporting each statement
A committee should be established to deal with
women driving affairs
Female-only vehicle maintenance workshops
should be established

80.0%
74.9%

Provide rest facilities on the roads for women

60.9%

Women should be allowed to be taxi drivers

53.1%

Female-only parking lots should be initiated

52.3%

Female-only gas stations should be initiated
Support and encourage car pooling
Recruiting female drivers from abroad should be
allowed

49.3%
46.0%
37.1%
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

A committee should be established to
deal with women driving affairs

0%

Recruiting female drivers from abroad
should be allowed

100%

Average values for each province; 5-point Likert scale: 1=Completely disagree, … , 5=Completely agree

• Establishing a committee to deal with women driving affairs has the
most support from survey participants.
• In Jizan over 85% of people would support this, while in Riyadh only
77%.
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Establish a committee to deal with women driving affairs
(for female and male respondents – whole sample)
Support based on level of education
Higher studies

College
Secondary / High school
Intermediate
Elementary
No education
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Support

40%

50%
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70%

80%

90%

100%

Do not support

• The more educated people are the less they support this policy.
• There is no significant difference in support based on employment
status or nationality.

Support based on employment status
Not employed
Employed
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Support based on nationality
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Comparison between the percentage of women and men supporting the various
policies (for female and male respondents – whole sample)

A committee should be established to deal with
women driving affairs

77.3%
81.6%

Female-only vehicle maintenance workshops
should be established

78.3%
73.2%
54.1%
64.9%

Provide rest facilities on the roads for women

Women should be allowed to be taxi drivers

50.8%
54.5%

Female-only parking lots should be initiated

53.2%
51.8%

Female-only gas stations should be initiated

53.8%
46.8%
35.0%

Support and encourage car pooling

52.5%

Recruiting female drivers from abroad should be
allowed

32.6%
39.8%
0%

20%

Women

Men

40%

60%

80%

100%

• Men and women have fairly similar opinions about most policies.
• There are larger differences between men’s and women’s support
towards: providing rest facilities on the roads for women; supporting
and encouraging car-pooling; and initiating female only gas stations.
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Supporting and encouraging carpooling
(for female and male respondents – whole sample)
• Significantly more men than women support and encourage carpooling (52.5% vs 35.0% support).
•

Overall the highest support towards this policy is with men in the
Riyadh (53.9% support), while the lowest overall support is among
women in the Northern Borders (26.9% support).
Women

Men

0%

100%

Average values for each province; 5-point Likert scale: 1=Completely disagree, … , 5=Completely agree

Provinces with the greatest and smallest differences in the support from men and
women
Greatest difference

Smallest difference

Northern borders

Bahah

Women 26.9%, Men:49.1%

Women: 35.4%, Men:49.56%
Where 1=completely disagree
5=completely agree

Support based on nationality
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Saudi
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

Support

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Do not support

- 115 -

Conclusion
To conclude, this report has analyzed the national and provincial consequences of the lifting of the
ban on women driving in Saudi Arabia. It has done this through a questionnaire, in which 31,435
respondents were asked about their opinions on the economic, social, and environmental impact of
women driving in the Kingdom.
The results show that opinions in Saudi Arabia are diverse. Whilst there is a general agreement
amongst women that they intend to drive once the ban has been lifted, there are large disagreements
between men and women and socio-demographic groups on the consequences this will have for the
economic, social, and environment state of the Kingdom. The highest level of agreement exists with
regards to the economic impact of women driving on the Kingdom. Most men and women agree that
women driving is in line with Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030.
More disagreement exists on the social consequences of women driving. In particular, there is a clear
disparity between men and women when it comes to whether driving is one of women’s rights and
whether a woman is capable of driving. These were exacerbated by socio-demographic
characteristics. Education, and particularly, being educated abroad led to more positive views on
women driving. Regarding the potential environmental impact of women driving, large disagreement
has been found with regards to the capacity of infrastructure to absorb the increase in driving, as well
as its effect on the number of accidents.
With regards to how these issues should be dealt with, there is agreement amongst men and women
that a committee should be established that deals with women driving affairs.

Next Steps
Now that the opinions with regards to the lifting of the women’s driving ban on social, economics,
and environmental issues in Saudi Arabia have been established, a valuable next research step is to
conduct a similar study (Phase 2 – as presented in the Figure below) now that the law has been
introduced and women driving in Saudi Arabia will become frequent. In this case, it is particularly
important to determine whether the passing of time has resulted in a change of opinions with regards
to the consequences of women driving.
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