
Welcome!

Contact Hours

English Language Courses 

General English (ENGL 101)
 English For Specific 
  Purposes (ENGL 102)

7 Credit Hours

3 Credit Hours

Course BooksTrack

In ENGL 102, students study the following books:

The English Language Department at the Deanship of Preparatory 
Year and Supporting Studies   congratulates you on choosing our 
program and extends you a warm welcome!  We look forward to 
working with you to help you achieve your goals and to making the 
one year you will spend with us enjoyable as well.  Your accom-
plishments will, insha’Allah, make our beloved country proud.

The Mission of the English Language Department
We all know that the ability to communicate well in English is 
critical to succeeding in the world today.  The English Language 
Department aspires to help young men and women like yourselves 
master the four skills of reading, writing, listening, and speaking in 
English.  We also aim to help you develop your intellectual, cultur-
al, and creative potential. At the end of the Preparatory Year 
Program, you should be able to exchange ideas and information 
with people from other cultures and disciplinary backgrounds, and 
become cultural ambassadors of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

The Objectives of the English Language Program
By providing you with an English-rich environment where courses 
are taught by native and near-native English speakers, you will be 
given an opportunity to cultivate good communication skills.  We 
have designed our courses to help you transition from high school 
to undergraduate programs that place heavy demands on all four 
communication skills.  The Preparatory Year English program will 
train you in general English as well as in English for specific purpos-
es, especially in relation to fields such as medicine, science, and 
engineering.

Students are required to complete two courses, General English 
(ENGL 101) and English for Specific Purposes (ENGL 102).  ENGL 
101 lasts one full academic year (September-May).  The first part 
of this course is completed in the first semester (September-De-
cember), while the second part is completed in the second semes-
ter (January-May).  English for Specific Purposes (ENGL 102) is 
taken in the second semester, concurrently with the second part of 
ENGL 101.

Placement Test
All students who plan to join Imam Abdulrahman Bin Faisal Univer-
sity are required to take a placement test with the exception of the 
Humanities Track. Based on the results of this test, students will be 
placed in English classes for Beginner, Intermediate, and Advanced 
proficiency levels.  The test comprises a written component worth 
90%, and a speaking component worth 10%.

Course Books:
Students study the following books of Q: Skills for Success in the 
General English (ENGL 101/104) course:

Assessments (Grade Distribution)
Students earn grades as shown below:

Teaching contact hours for Health, Engineering and Science 
Tracks are distributed as follows:

E-Learning
Part of the coursework consists of guided and independent work 
in fulfillment of the E-Learning component.  This is in keeping with 
our commitment to integrating technology with our language 
teaching and learning methodology.

First Semester Second Semester
Class Type Level Level

Regular
Class
Hours

E-Learning

Beginner Intermediate Advanced Beginner Intermediate Advanced

18 16 12

2 2 2

ENGL
101

ENGL
101

ENGL
101

ENGL 101
12 10 6

ENGL 101 ENGL 101

ENGL 102
6 6 6

ENGL 102 ENGL 102

Assessments in ESP All Tracks 
Test 1 10%
Test 2 15%
Academic Presentation 05%
E- learning 05%
Writing Portfolio 10%
Participation 05%
Final Exam 50%
Total 100%

Credit hours for Health, Engineering and Science Tracks are distrib-

uted as follows:

* 2 hours for each proficiency level in 
ENGL 101.
* E-Learning assignments for Engl.102 
will be provided as homework and should 
be completed outside the classrooms in 
the evenings and/or weekend.

Credit hours for the Humanities Track are distributed as 
follows:

 English 104                 3 Credit Hours
 English 113                  3 Credit Hours

Teaching contact hours for the Humanities Track are distrib-
uted as follows:

Regular Class
Hours

Class Type First Semester Second Semester
ENGL 104

5
ENGL 113

5
* E-Learning assignments for both Engl. 104 and Engl.113 will 
be provided as homework and should be completed outside 
the classrooms in the evenings and/or weekend.

E-Learning

Track
Health

Science & Engineering
Humanities

Beginner Intermediate Advanced

Books 2, 3, 4, and 5 Books 3, 4, and 5 Books 4and 5

Books 1, 2, 3, and 4 Books 2, 3, and 4

Books 1 and 2

Books 3, and 4

ENGL 102

English for 
Specific 

Purposes 
(ESP)

English for 
Academic 
Purposes 

(EAP)

Health

Engineering

Science English for Science Professionals

English for Engineering Professionals

English for Humanities Professionals 

Writing Essentials: English for 
Academic Purposes

Humanities

All Tracks except 
the Humanities 

English for Health Track

Test 1
Test 2
E- learning
Writing Portfolio
Participation 
Final Exam
Total

Assessments in General English

Regular Class
Hours

All Tracks 

10%
15%
10%
10%
05%
50%
100%

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the department is going to implement 
a hybrid teaching method, in which students receive 50% of English 
language instruction face-to-face while the other 50% will be 
delivered via live interactive broadcast from classrooms.



English Language
Program

Writing Portfolio
Students are required to create and maintain a Writing Portfolio 
(WP).  Guided by their teachers, students will engage in writing 
activities in class on a weekly basis.  Students complete in-class 
writing activities; teachers review them and give students their 
suggestions for improvement based on a publicized rubric/feed-
back form; students revise their work the following week and 
resubmit the assignments together with their new in-class writing 
assignments.  Students will collect all the writing they produce and 
file their work in the WP.  By the end of the course, it is expected 
that the weekly writing activity will lead to students being able to 
produce coherent paragraphs and essays that are free of signifi-
cant lexical, syntactic, and organizational errors

Community Colleges at Dammam and Qatif

All rules that are applicable to Preparatory Year Science Track 
English courses are also applicable to students enrolled in the 
community colleges at Dammam and Qatif.

Exemption from General English

Passing the English Language Courses:
 ENGLISH 101/102/104/113

Students pass ENGL 101 and ENGL 102 by getting a minimum of 
60% in each course.  However, individual undergraduate colleges 
and programs may specify their own minimum grade require-
ments for admission.  

In the case that a student in the Health, Engineering or Science 
Track fails the annual ENGLISH 101 course, the Deanship of 
Preparatory Year and Supporting Studies may administer a resit 
test subject to the rules and regulations of the University. 

Learning Support and Resources
The English Language Department endeavors to provide learning 
support for all students.  Learners who need additional help with 
their communication skills can avail themselves of personalized 
help at our Learning Resources Center.  A state-of-the-art language 
laboratory provides outstanding opportunities for students to 
practice their oral skills.  Some of these facilities, operational 
currently on the Rakah Medical Campus, will be expanded to the 
other campuses in the future.

All students are eligible for exemption (if they want to) from only 
General English (ENGL 101) provided that:

1. They score at least 6 out of 9 across all bands (Reading, 
Writing, Listening, and Speaking) on the IELTS Test. In the 
case of the Humanities Track, the threshold is 5 out of 9. 
2.  They submit the exemption application by the end of the 
first teaching week of the new academic year 2020-2021 on 
line and follow the instructions.

https://ud.questionpro.com/a/TakeSurvey?tt=nvlLFMFFY2A%3D

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION
 IMAM ABDULRAMAN

BIN FAISAL UNIVERSTY
DEANSHIP OF PREPARATORY
YEAR&SUPPORTING STUDIES

The resit exam is graded pass/fail, with the threshold set at 60%.

In the case that a student in the Health, Engineering or Science 
Track fails the ENGLISH 102 course, the student may re-register 
for the course in the Summer subject to the rules and regulations 
of the University and the maximum credit hours allowed in the 
summer term.

Note: If a student fails ENGLISH 101 &102, the student may retake 
the ENGLISH 102 course in the summer only if he/she passes the 
ENGLISH 101 resit exam. 
   
For students in the Humanities Track, the semester ENGLISH 104 
and ENGLISH 113 courses can be re-taken in the summer term 
subject to the rules and regulations of the University and the 
maximum credit hours allowed in the summer term.

“ Best Wishes ”

Please note that for students who obtain an exemption, 
their GPA will be calculated without ENGL 101.  


